November 9, 2022

From:	Rae Fujimori Godden
	PO Box 14
	Kealakekua, HI 96750
	(808) 640-8330

To: 	Superintendent etal
	Puʻuhonua o Hōnaunau NHP
	PO Box 129
	Hōnaunau, HI 96726

RE: 	Letter from Nāmakaʻehā/Aona/Akana Descendant, 
	Chiefʻs House Complex, Keōkea, site of 
	Assessment of Effect under Section 106 of the National Historic 		Preservation Act (NHPA)

Respectful greetings!

Please find my letter addressing these concerns:

1. Input for Removal and Replacement of Maintenance Facilities
2. Input for Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) at Chiefʻs House Complex, Keōkea
3. Input for insufficient work done on removal of invasive and destructive goats from the park for the last ten years and the incredible amount of money and labor that will need to be invested to repair and rehabilitate these badly damaged historic and ancient archaeological resources.


1. Input for Removal and Replacement of Maintenance Facilities

As park lineal descendants from the Chiefʻs House Complex in Keōkea, we are extremely pleased with the action of the NPS to remove the temporary structures built in the 1960’s along with the accompanying goal to restore the historic scene of the site.  I have participated in discussions and know that choices seem to be limited and difficult when ensuring that replacement facilities do not alter the historic and ancient archaeological resources.  We know that that in itself is challenging when the entire park site is all historic and ancient archaeological sites.

As we move forward, I would like to share my concern that one of the alternative sites being considered is the mauka park property (the dorm). I am vehemently opposed to using this property as a part of the Maintenance facility. Even prior to CO-VID 19 in 2020, park staffing was always minimal. We see how many outside vehicles are allowed to park daily for no charge since there are, regularly, many times that there is no one to man the entry booth. Current park presence is at an all-time low, we saw what happened when the federal shutdown happened this last time and the Kingdom of Hawaiʻi followers were claiming sovereign rights and they were placing their own people in the park to talk to park visitors and misrepresent the park as Kānaka Rangers. Blue Planet allowed some of these people to do interviews in the paper where they misrepresented the park as not taking care and they claimed that they came in and did the clean-up yet we saw first-hand how they took trash out of our park trash receptacles to put in their empty “clean-up” bags. We showed up as descendants and did newspaper interviews to correct the misinformation. 

I have personally witnessed and dealt with many infractions in the picnic area because there was never much park presence there because the park is continuously short-staffed. If you were to move any portion of the Maintenance facilities outside of the park, you will have even less, next to nothing, park presence, especially in the picnic area. Quick response would not be an available option, and being so far distanced, I am certain that the employees who work barely enough to get by will be more encouraged to amplify that behavior.  I know in my head, my heart, and my nāʻau gut that this would be a very bad move for the park to make. The parking area up there would be so insufficient that so much construction and change to that landscape would have to be made. 

The religious and cultural significance of this wahi pana connects visitors, communities, cultural practitioners and our Polynesian ʻohana to its resources and inspires collaborative stewardship of these lands.  The Hale o Nā ʻŌpio dormitory has been an important asset to the park since the 1960ʻs for being able to house groups who come to share and exchange cultural experiences and knowledge with our park ʻohana.  These unique and invaluable experiences are a direct benefit to park operations and their effect on visitor and community experiences. In the near future, the dorms will be able to house the Kiʻi Restoration Project carvers and support group who will be a part of a historic movement to carve and recreate the 23 major kiʻi in this park.  None of these amazing work projects would be possible without the support of this dormitory.

The parkʻs commitment that: “The location and design of the new facilities will be aligned with NPS’s commitment to stewardship of this special landscape and to protect the wahi pana and interconnected cultural and natural resources of the park.” will not be possible if you redesignate the use of the mauka property and the park dormitory for daily maintenance and storage.


2. Input for Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) at the Chief’s House Complex, Keōkea

My great-grandmother, Mālie Nāmakaʻehā, is buried in the heiau next to our family’s house site, the property that is now part of the Assessment of Effect under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA).

I couldn’t have been more pleased to learn of the return of park archaeologist Shane Rumsey who is a great person and does great work. I have met with Shane and discussed the site and answered some questions. He has shared with me some history which I am researching and sharing with family. 

I appreciate the park’s work in moving the Section 106 process forward to document and protect our family’s aliʻi kuleana lands and ancestral burial site.

The biggest challenge facing us is the continuing daily destruction of the support walls of the house site, the heiau, as well as the rock walls. More detail is explained under 3. 
 


3. Insufficient work on removal of invasive and destructive goats from the park for the last ten years and the incredible amount of money and labor that will need to be invested to repair and rehabilitate these historic and ancient archaeological resources. 

And why? I canʻt fathom any good enough reason or excuse for why more has not been done or also why this process could take so much time to figure out while 10+ years of unnecessary and continuous devastation and degradation of the historic structure of the Great Wall, ancient park heiau, ancient hōlua slides, walls and our ancient house site foundation and all of the many archaeological sites are irreparably damaged. In fact, the entire park, as the goats are continuously damaging and killing all of the park’s native plant resources as well.  This destruction to our sacred ʻāina cannot continue!

The Royal Grounds is a sacred space and we are not allowed to eat or recreate in that area; yet the goats are allowed to jump, climb, roam, eat, destroy, urinate, and defecate there with no consequences! Worst of all, this non-native and destructive species are the aliʻi there in the Royal Grounds, ruling, doing whatever they want to with absolutely no fear. This breaks my heart because it is something that I truly cannot understand. 

While we do greatly appreciate the single-handed efforts of our MaryAnne Maigret, (who, by the way, is one of the few dedicated and committed to this sacred space for life), with the effort of gentle herding and lottery takers; the layout of fences and repairs on park fence boundaries with partner parks’ help; we know that so much more needs to be done, and we would like to inquire as to why this park has laid this immense kuleana on a single person who is in charge of an entire division as well.  Where is the superintendent? Where is the support team? Where are the helpers? We have always been there to help, but our help has never been accepted or used. We have been patiently, patiently, patiently waiting for a concrete long-term plan and continuous actions. 

Since the Pā Nui Great Wall is created through the dry-stack method, the herds climbing and running along the great wall are causing deep and irreparable damage by disturbing the outer structure and, by cause and effect, the stability and strength of the foundation and inner structure. And if anyone tells me that there is money available for restoration and restabilization, I want to cry because all of that necessary work could have been prevented, money could be used to restore, stabilize and rehabilitate many other archeological sites throughout this park. We need to shift to being proactive and not slowly reactive to this dire situation!

CONCLUSION

We obviously need better oversight.  So many of our multiple park superintendents’ goals have been purely personal and selfish and have only served as stepping stones on their personal career ladders and have not served well in the actual caring of this sacred wahi pana.

So I hope you hear my educated voice, my ancestry, my motherʻs and my own NPS work history, as well as my deep emotional connection to this sacred space and I look forward to quick, impactful and permanent changes in addressing the invasive ungulate problem immediately in order to serve and protect these aliʻi lands.

Me ka oia iʻo a ka manaʻo maoli (with truth and true intentions),
Rae Fujimori Godden


(Scoping comment period deadline 11/18/2022)

cc: MaryAnne Maigret, Resource Management
cc: Shane Rumsey, Archaeologist, Section 106 National Historic 		Preservation Act (NHPA)
cc: NPS, Pacific West Region
cc: Nā Hoa Aloha o ka Puʻuhonua o Hōnaunau



