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Introduction 
 
This report summarizes law enforcement and visitor use data for Cape Hatteras National Seashore 
(CAHA) for calendar year 2010.  The information on LE contacts is based on weekly reports 
prepared by each ranger district and includes citations, written warnings, and verbal warnings issued 
for resource protection violations and vehicle and traffic safety violations. There was increased 
emphasis in 2010 on documenting verbal warnings, compared to prior years, in order to more 
accurately represent the total number and kinds of contacts.  
 
2010 LE Contacts by Violation Type 



3 
 

2010 LE Contacts by Enforcement Level  
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2010 LE Contacts by Incident Location and Violator’s State of Origin  
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2010 LE Contacts by Incident Location and Violator’s State of Origin (cont.)  
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Comparison of Total Citations/Warnings in 2008 - 2010  

 
 
Deliberate Violations of Resource Protection Areas 
 
Paragraph 23 of the Consent Decree, as amended, provides that at all established pre-nesting areas 
and buffers, if, in the opinion of NPS, a confirmed deliberate act that disturbs or harasses wildlife or 
vandalizes fencing, nests, or plants, is documented by NPS personnel, the pre-nesting are shall be 
expanded automatically by 50 meters, then by 100 meters if a second such act occurs, and 500 meters 
if a third act occurs.  In 2010 there were five deliberate violations documented that resulted in 
automatic expansion of the resource protection area.  The incidents were as follows: 

Date of Incident  Date of Public Notice       Location of Incident 
Thursday, April 22 April 23, 2010 0.8 mile south of Ramp 38 
Monday, May 31 June 1, 2010 Ramp 45 
Sunday, June 6 June 8, 2010 0.9 mile south of Ramp 4 
Monday, June 7 RM Report, June 10, 2010 South Beach – Cape Point pre-nesting 

areas 
Thursday, July 1 July 2, 2010 North of Rodanthe Pier (two suspects 

apprehended) 
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Night Driving Restrictions and Permits 

• September 16 to November 15 - A signed Night Beach Driving Permit is required to be visible 
on the dashboard of vehicles for night driving between the hours of 10 p.m. and 6 a.m.  Hard 
copies of the permit are available at any NPS Visitor Center or Outer Banks Visitors Bureau 
Welcome Center, as well as local tackle shops and realty offices.  Electronic copies are also 
made available for download on the Park’s website: http://www.nps.gov/caha 

• November 16 to April 30 - Night driving is allowed at all hours. No permit is needed. 
• May 1 to September 15 - Night driving is prohibited from 10 p.m. until 6 a.m.  Signs advising 

the public of the regulation are posted at all beach access ramps in the Cape Hatteras Seashore.  
To further advise the visiting public, an electronic message board is placed at the main entrance 
to the Seashore on Highway 12 that alerts the public to the prohibition of beach driving from 10 
p.m. through 6 p.m. 

• Permits issued in 2010 - Night time driving permits distributed by Rangers, or tackle shops and 
visitor contact stations: 7,895.  Interpretation reports the total # of “hit counts” for permits on the 
park website between, 15 September through 15 November 2009, was 1,908.  Total number of 
permits distributed during the Fall of 2010 is 9,803. 

• Night Driving Violations – In 2010 there were 16 citations and 78 written warnings issued for 
violations of the night driving restriction.  

• Early Access Permits for Commercial Fishermen – The stipulation and order modifying the 
consent decree that was approved by the Court on June 4, 2009, paragraph 4, authorized NPS to 
permit commercial fishermen, who are actively engaged in authorized commercial fishing 
activity with nets, to operate vehicles on the beach during the hours of 5 a.m. to 6 a.m., subject to 
terms of a special use permit and in accordance with certain conditions specified in the 
stipulation.  In 2010, no permits for this activity were requested or issued. 
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Beach Driving and Resource Information 

• A brochure was developed in 2008 with the assistance of local ORV and recreational fishing 
organizations that continues to be used to provide park visitors with information about the rules, 
regulations, and safety tips concerning off-road vehicle (ORV) beach driving within Cape 
Hatteras National Seashore.  The brochure is available on the Seashore’s website and at any NPS 
Visitor Center or Outer Banks Visitors Bureau Welcome Center, as well as local tackle shops 
and realty offices. The brochure also provided a detailed map for locating beach access ramps, 
seasonal closure areas, campgrounds, and other points of interest concerning ORV and beach 
access. 

• NPS prepared and distributed a weekly beach access report from April 1 to November 4, 2010. 
• NPS prepared and distributed a weekly resource management report from April 1 to August 25, 

2010. 
• NPS maintained an interactive GoogleEarth map on the Seashore’s website to provide current 

information on the status of access to Seashore beaches.  The website address is:  
http://www.nps.gov/caha/planyourvisit/googleearthmap.htm 
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Dates that Popular Sites Closed and Re-opened in 2010  
Location   Closed       Re-opened      # Days Closed 
Bodie Island Spit  May 9       August 23   106  
Cape Point   May 13     July 7/July 21 (ped/ORV) 55/69 
Hatteras Inlet “rip”    March 11     July 15    126 
North Ocracoke    April 28 August 25   119 
South Pt. Ocracoke     April 20      August 27     129 
 
CAHAVisitation in 2010  

  

CAHA Visitation by Month 2006 – 2010 

 
                  (Interim Strategy 2006 – 2007; Consent Decree 2008 – 2010) 


