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Character Area B1  457 

Character Area B1 is located to the west of Character Area A and contains portions of 458 

the trail rut resources on the west side of Mitchell Pass. This area contains well established, 459 

trail rut resources that are visible as individual ruts and as a corridor or ‘trough’. The area is 460 

one of secondary visitor use although there are no walking trails in this area.  461 

Existing Condition  462 

 The trail topography within this area consists of rolling topography, flat areas and 463 

one large ravine.   464 

 The views of Scotts Bluff are visible along all sections of the trail in this Character 465 

Area. 466 

 The ‘double cut’ where two trail ruts are located side by side through a knoll are 467 

visible from the W.H. Jackson Campsite in Character Area A.   468 

 Vegetation encroachment has occurred throughout the trail corridor. 469 

 The only contemporary improvements have been the addition of the wooden trail 470 

markers. 471 

Analysis 472 

Trail Rut Resource 473 

 The trail ruts are Class 1 (unaltered original trail) throughout the character area. All 474 

of the trail rut resources in this area are contributing resources. 475 

 Most of the trail ruts are visible with the exception of the area in the flatter portions 476 

of the character area where depressions are braided and indistinct. 477 

 The ‘double cut’ is one of the more visually prominent sections of the emigrant trail 478 

west of the pass.  479 

 Erosion potential is low due to vegetated ruts and moderate topography.  Vegetation 480 

encroachment has helped reduce the erosion within and adjacent to the trail ruts by 481 

stabilizing the soil. 482 

 Trail ruts in this area are vegetated with grasses, reducing the depth and visual clarity 483 

of the ruts. 484 

Visitor Experience 485 

 Monument staff considers Character Area B1 as an area of secondary visitor use.  486 

Most visitors walk the trail from the Visitor Center to the W.H. Jackson Campsite 487 
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and return.  Visitors who chose to experience the trail beyond Character Area A, 488 

typically walk to the top of the double cut (the most visible trail ruts in Character 489 

Area B1) before turning around and returning to the Visitor Center.   490 

 Visitors who experience this area do not have a formal trail to walk on.  Their 491 

experience is at exploratory level, as they search for the trail resource. 492 
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 493 
 494 

 495 
Figure 3 - 26.  Character Area B1  Above - existing Oregon Trail ruts (2010) (MBD 496 
DSC00146.JPG) Below – trail ruts (c. 1939) (MBD DSC_0218.jpg) (source: SCBL archives)  497 

Trail Ruts 

Trail Ruts 
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 498 
 499 

 500 
Figure 3 - 27.  Character Area B1 Above – West of Mitchell Pass - Scotts Bluff on left (2010) 501 
(MBD DSC00143.JPG); Below – trail ruts (c. 1969) (MBD DSC_0246.jpg) (source: SCBL 502 
archives)  503 

Trail Ruts 

Trail Ruts 
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 504 

 505 

 506 
Figure 3 - 28.  Character Area B1 Above- Existing condition of ‘double cut’ (2010)  507 
(MBD DSC_00138.JPG), Below - ‘double cut’ (c. 1941) (MBD DSC_0226.jpg) 508 
(source: SCBL archives) 509 
 510 

Two Sets of 
Ruts

Two Sets of 
Ruts
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 511 
 512 

 513 
Figure 3 - 29.  Character Area B1 Above –existing ‘double cut’ (one side) (2009) (MBD 514 
DSC_0084.JPG); Below – ‘double cut’ (c. 1941) (MBD DSC_0224.jpg) 515 
(source: SCBL archives)  516 
 517 

Trail Ruts 

Trail Ruts 
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 518 

 519 
Figure 3 - 30.  Character Area B1 Above - existing ‘double cut’ (2010) (MBD 520 
DSC00142.JPG) Below - ‘double cut’ below 2nd Tunnel (c. 1939) 521 
(MBD DSC_0214.jpg) (source: SCBL archives)  522 

Trail Ruts 

Trail Ruts 
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 523 
Figure 3 - 31.  Existing trail ruts looking northwest in Character Area B1 (2009) (MBD 524 
DSC_0086.jpg) 525 
 526 

 527 
Figure 3 - 32.  Existing trail ruts around ravine in Character Area B1 (2009) (MBD 528 
DSC_0093.JPG) 529 
 530 

Trail Ruts 
Trail Ruts 

Trail Ruts 
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 531 
Figure 3 - 33.  Multiple trail ruts through knoll at transition between Character 532 
Area B2 and C1. Boy Scout trail marker in foreground. (2009) (MBD DSC_0100.JPG) 533 

 534 
 535 
 536 

Table 2: Character Area B1 - Small Scale Features  537 
 538 

Feature Figure 
# 

Description Condition Contributing/Non-
contributing 

Boy Scout Trail 
Marker 

3-24 Wood post with 
emblems indicating trail 
location of Oregon 
Trail/California 
Trail/Pony Express 

Good non-contributing 
compatible 
outside period of significance 
 

 539 

Multiple 
Ruts 
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