Olympic National Park National Park Service

Washington U.S. Department of the Interior

General Management Plan Summary Presentation

Olympic National Park







General Management Plan

Summary Presentation

Olympic National Park
Washington












CONTENTS

CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION

Introduction 3
Park Overview 3
Regional Context 5
Purpose of the Plan 6
Implementation of the Plan 7

Guidance for the Plan 8
Park Purpose and Significance 8
Laws, Regulations, and Servicewide Mandates and Policies 10
Federally Recognized Tribes 12
Parkwide Policies for Natural Resources 15
Parkwide Policies for Wilderness Resources 26
Parkwide Policies for Cultural Resources 28
Parkwide Policies for Visitor Use and Experience 33

CHAPTER 2: THE PLAN

The Plan 37

Access 39

Transit Systems 41

Park Facilities and Recreational Opportunities 41
Concession-operated Facilities 42
Trails 43

Partnerships and Coordination 44
Lands 44

Boundary Adjustments 44
Management Zoning 44
Wilderness Management 45
Cultural Resources 45

Wildlife 45

Management Zones 46
Boundary Adjustments 59

Visitor Use and User (Carrying) Capacity 81
User Capacities 81
Implementation 81

Mitigative Measures 83
Management and Protection of Natural Resources 83
Management and Protection of Wilderness Values 86
Management and Protection of Cultural Resources 87
Scenic Resources 90
Socioeconomic Environment 90
Sustainable Design and Aesthetics 90

Future Studies and Implementation Plans Needed 91



CONTENTS

CHAPTER 3: PARK RESOURCES
Park Resource Overview 95

Natural Resources 95

Air Quality 95

Geologic Processes 97
Hydrologic Systems 98

Intertidal Areas 100

Soils 101

Vegetation 101

Fish and Wildlife 103

Special Status Fish and Wildlife 108

Wilderness Values 113
The Wilderness Act 113
National Park Service Management Policies 113
Olympic Wilderness 113

Cultural Resources 120
Archeological Resources 120
Historic Structures 121
Cultural Landscapes 122
Ethnographic Resources 122
Museum Collections 123

Visitor Opportunities 124
Recreational Opportunities 124
Recreational Services 128
Visitor Facilities 128
Visitor Centers 130
Learning Opportunities 130

Visitor Access and Transportation 131
Road Network 131
Visitor Access within the Park 133
Parking 139

Travel Distribution Patterns 142
Alternative Transportation Sources 142

APPENDIX, GLOSSARIES, REFERENCES, AND INDEX

Appendix A 147
Glossary 156
Glossary of Terms for Maintained Trails 161

Maintained Trails 161

Designated Paths and Routes (generally not maintained) 161
References 163
Index 165

vi



Contents
MAPS

Map 1. Region 5

Map 2. Headquarters, Olympic National Park Visitor Center and Heart O’ the Hills Area 67
Map 3. Hurricane Ridge and Obstruction Point Area 68
Map 4. Elwha Area 69

Map 5. Lake Crescent Area 70

Map 6. Sol Duc Area 71

Map 7. Ozette Area 72

Map 8. Mora Area 73

Map 9. Hoh Area 74

Map 10. Kalaloch Area 75

Map 11. Queets Area 76

Map 12. Quinault Area 77

Map 13. Staircase Area 78

Map 14. Dosewallips Area 79

Map 15. Deer Park 80

Map 16. Watersheds 99

Map 17. Wilderness 115

FIGURE

Figure 1. Road Network and Daily Traffic Volumes 132

TABLES

Table 1. Management Zones 47

Table 2. Boundary Adjustment Acreages 60

Table 3. Vegetation Zones, with Corresponding Dominant Tree Species and Typical Elevation 102
Table 4. Camping Facilities — Nonwilderness 129

Table 5. Parking Peak Use 140

CD CONTENTS

Final General Management Plan / Environmental Impact Statement Volume 1
Final General Management Plan / Environmental Impact Statement Volume 2
Record of Decision dated November 12, 2008

vii






	General Management Plan Summary Presentation
	Title Page
	Letter From the Superintendent
	CONTENTS



