
OBJECTIVES FOR
EVALUATING PERMITS

Biological Resources

•	Avoid or minimize impacts on threatened or endangered 
species or their habitat. If adverse impacts are un-
avoidable, mitigate.

•	Avoid, minimize, or mitigate adverse impacts on:
•	Species of special concern or their habitat
•	Migratory birds
•	Introduction and spread of invasive species

•	Ensure that Monongahela National Forest Management 
Indicator Species habitat objectives are achieved.

•	Maintain the ecological integrity and prevent degradation 
of rare communities.

•	Protect existing land use and habitat against potential 
fragmentation by minimizing or otherwise mitigating 
adverse impacts.

•	Protect existing functions and values of wetlands, flood-
plains, and other aquatic resources by avoiding, minimiz-
ing, or mitigating adverse effects.

Physical Resources

•	Avoid, minimize, or mitigate adverse impacts on geologic, 
paleontological, soil, and water resources. 

Cultural Resources

•	Avoid, minimize, or mitigate impacts on the integrity of 
known or discovered cultural resources. 

Social and Economic Resources

•	Avoid, minimize, or mitigate adverse impacts on:
•	Scenic resources and viewsheds
•	Visitor experiences 
•	Recreational opportunities
•	Environmental justice

•	Avoid constructing or altering park, forest, or community 
roads and adversely affecting  surrounding land use.

Park and Forest Operations

•	Avoid, minimize, or mitigate adverse effects on NPS and 
USFS operations, partners, and volunteer organizations.

•	Protect the health and safety of employees, volunteers, 
and visitors during construction activities. 
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