
Welcome!  

We will start at 6pm.

• Participants are muted. 

• This meeting is being recorded.

• Have questions? Please type them in the “question 

and answer” box at any time.

• Questions will be read aloud after presentation.

• All questions will remain anonymous. 

• Please submit formal public comments at:

• https://parkplanning.nps.gov/GWMPvistamgmt
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• Have questions?

• Please type them in the 

“question and answer” box 

at any time. 

• Questions will be read 

aloud after the presentation. 

• All questions will remain 

anonymous. 

• If you are using the call-in option, 

and have a question during this 

meeting, please email the 

Superintendent at: 

GWMP_Superintendent@nps.gov 
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Welcome and 
Introductions

Welcome and Meeting Logistics

• Participants are 

muted until the Q&A 

portion at the end.

• Meeting is being 

recorded. 

mailto:GWMP_Superintendent@nps.gov


How to Provide Formal Comments
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Public 
Involvement 
Opportunity

• Please submit formal public comments by April 11, 2026. 

• Formal public comments may be submitted by:

• NPS/GWMP Website (Preferred Method):

• https://parkplanning.nps.gov/GWMPvistamgmt

• Mail or Hand Deliver:

• George Washington Memorial Parkway 

Attn: Superintendent - GWMP Vista Management 

Plan/EA

700 George Washington Memorial Parkway 

McLean, VA 22101

https://parkplanning.nps.gov/GWMPvistamgmt
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Superintendent's 
Message

2025 Conditions at Vista 

#13 NB: Fletcher’s Cove



Meeting Agenda
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Public 
Scoping 
Meeting 
Agenda

01 NEPA and Section 106 Overview

02
Project Background and Introduction

03
Preliminary Range of Vista Management 

Alternatives 

04 Schedule and Next Steps 

05 Question and Answer (Q&A) Discussion
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NEPA and 
Section 106 
Overview



National Environmental Policy Act 

Overview
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NEPA 
Process

• The National Environmental Policy Act, or NEPA, 

requires federal agencies to involve the public when 

making decisions that may impact the natural, cultural, 

and socioeconomic environment.  An environmental 

assessment, or EA, is being developed to analyze the 

potential impacts from the proposed action. 

• NPS and Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) –

Eastern Federal Lands Highway Division (EFLHD) are 

the lead federal agencies.

• NPS and FHWA will prepare an EA to analyze the 

environmental impacts of a range of alternatives for this 

project, in accordance with NEPA. 



Section 106 of the National Historic 

Preservation Act Overview
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Section 106 
Process

• Section 106 of the NHPA requires federal agencies to 

consider the effects of their projects on historic properties 

and seek ways to avoid, minimize, or mitigate any 

adverse effects.​

• Section 106 of the NHPA requires consultation to seek, 

discuss, and consider the views of "consulting parties" 

who are invited to participate in the process.

• The Section 106 consultation process for this effort was 

completed under the 2018 Programmatic Agreement (PA) 

for the North Section Rehabilitation project.
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Project 
Background 
and 
Introduction



Vista Management Plan/EA Overview
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Project 
Overview

• Project 

proposes to 

finalize a Vista 

Management 

Plan/EA for 

historic vistas 

along a 2.65-

mile portion of 

the Parkway 

from Spout Run 

to Glebe Road 

Bridge. 



Purpose of and Need for the Project
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Purpose  
and Need

• Purpose of the project is 

to finalize a viewshed 

management plan for 

historic vistas along a 

2.65-mile portion of the 

Parkway from Spout 

Run to Glebe Road 

Bridge.

• Project is needed to 

account for work already 

completed and to 

finalize a vista 

management plan, as 

well as to meet the 

associated compliance 

requirements as part of 

the larger North Section 

Rehabilitation project.
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GWMP 
Purpose and 
Significance

George Washington Memorial Parkway 

Purpose 

• GWMP is a scenic 

roadway honoring the 

nation’s first president. 

• Protects and preserves 

cultural and natural 

resources along the 

Potomac River, below 

Great Falls to Mount 

Vernon.

• Parkway established in 

1930 through the 

Capper-Cramton Act

• Parkway runs along 

Potomac River in VA, 

MD, and DC
Source: NPS
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GWMP 
Background

GWMP – National Register Listing

• Original section of the 

Parkway listed in 1981 

under criterion B

• Entire Parkway listed in 

1995

• NPS currently updating 

the national register 

nomination (criterion A, 

B, and C)

• Contributing landscape 

characteristics identified 

for the Parkway

Source: NPS



15

GWMP 
Background

GWMP – Cultural Landscape Inventory

• NPS maintains 
the Cultural 
Landscapes 
Inventory (CLI) 
for landscapes 
that are listed, 
or eligible for 
listing, on 
National 
Register

Source: NPS -1959

• North Parkway CLI (2009) - evaluated cultural landscape 
resources retain integrity to property’s period of 
significance (1930–1966) and contribute to its historic 
character

• 16 contributing vista features identified that include 
individual vistas and groups of vistas
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GWMP 
Background

GWMP – Visual Resources Inventory

• VRI refined CLI contributing vista features 

• Primary research included Land Use and Maintenance 
Plans (1960s), maintenance list of North Parkway Vista’s 
(1990s), interviews with GWMP staff, and historic 
photographs and aerial imagery - 24 vistas were 
identified

Source: NPS – Vista Rating, 2013

• Field reconnaissance 
individually rating vista 
scenic quality– 38 
vistas evaluated

• Overlaying historic 
research and field 
reconnaissance 
resulted in 15 vistas 
rated “superior” or 
“high” in scenic quality
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GWMP 
Background

• GWMP Urban Forest Management Plan

• Recommends management strategies and 
solutions to sustain the forest’s ecological integrity, 
its cultural significance, its recreational use, and its 
designed beauty

• Potomac Gorge Site Conservation Plan

• Analyzes threats that impact conservation targets 
and provides strategies to help ensure 
conservation for the overall Gorge biodiversity

• NCR Integrated Plant 
Management 
Program

• Guides the 
management of 
invasive plants 
region-wide

GWMP – Natural Resource Management

Source: NPS
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GWMP 
Background

GWMP – Natural Resources in Area

• Vegetative Resources –
Native trees, vines, and 
groundcovers; rare, 
threatened or sensitive 
plants 

• Water Resources –
Potomac River & Gorge, 
Spout Run tributary, other 
streams & wetlands

• Wildlife/Habitat Resources 
– Bald Eagle, bats, insects, 
riparian woodlands, T&E 
species 

• Geologic/Landscape 
Resources – Potomac 
River Gorge cliffs, steep 
slopes  Source: NPS, Potomac River at Spout Run

Source: NPS, Protected Tupelo (Nyssa 

sylvatica) tree



North Section Rehabilitation Project
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North 
Section 
Rehabilitation 
Project 
Background

• NPS, EFLHD, 

NCPC completed 

the NEPA and 

NHPA compliance 

for the North Section 

Rehabilitation 

Project (2018)

• EA released to the 

public and FONSI 

signed (2018)

• Programmatic 

Agreement 

stipulated the 

development of a 

viewshed 

management plan  



North Section Rehabilitation Project
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North 
Section 
Rehabilitation 
Project 
Background

• Construction 

began for North 

Section 

Rehabilitation 

Project (2024) 

• Some vistas 

cleared in 2024 

per the Vista 

Rehabilitation 

Guide (VRG)

• Stop-work order 

issued to halt any 

additional vista 

clearing efforts 

(October 2024)



Vista Clearing Status as of 2024
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Existing 
Conditions

• 11 out of 15 vistas 

were partially or 

completely cleared 

on the Parkway, as 

part of the North 

Section 

Rehabilitation 

project. 

• Prior to pausing 

vista work in 2024: 

7 vistas were 

completely cleared, 

4 vistas were 

partially cleared, 

and 4 vistas were 

not cleared at all. 



Vista Clearing Status as of 2024
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2024 Vista 
Clearing 
Status

Vista Number and Location Vista Ranking / View Type 2024 Clearing Status

Northbound

Vista #1 NB: Spout Run High Scenic Class/Open View Clearing completed.

Vista #2 NB: Filtered View at Spout 

Run 
High Scenic Class/Canopy View Clearing partially completed.

Vista #3 NB: Three Sisters Superior Scenic Class/Open View Clearing partially completed.

Vista #4 NB: Filtered Three Sisters High Scenic Class/Open View Clearing partially completed.

Vista #7 NB: Filtered View of 

Georgetown Reservoir
High Scenic Class/Open View Clearing completed.

Vista #8 NB: Georgetown Reservoir, 

Castle Gatehouse/Capitol Dome, Old 

Post Office (Direct overlap with Vista 

#29)

High Scenic Class/Open View Clearing completed.

Vista #12 NB: South Donaldson 

Scenic Overlook

Superior Scenic Class/Canopy 

View
No clearing completed.

Vista #13 NB: Fletcher’s Cove
Superior Scenic Class/Canopy 

View
Clearing completed.

Vista #15 NB: Donaldson Run Superior Scenic Class/Open View Clearing completed.

Vista #16 NB: North Donaldson Scenic 

Overlook
High Scenic Class/Canopy View Clearing completed.

Southbound

Vista #26 SB: Filtered View of Rosslyn 

and River
Superior Scenic Class/Open View No clearing completed.

Vista #29 SB: Georgetown Reservoir, 

Castle Gatehouse/Capitol Dome, Old 

Post Office (Direct overlap with Vista 

#8)

Superior Scenic Class/Open View Clearing completed.

Vista #27 SB: Washington Monument Superior Scenic Class/Open View No clearing completed.

Vista #34 SB: Filtered View of 

Georgetown
High Scenic Class/Open View No clearing completed.

Vista #37 SB: Spout Run High Scenic Class/Open View Clearing partially completed.



23

Proposed 
Vista 
Management 
Alternatives



No Action 

• A no action alternative is 

required under NEPA and 

represents the 

continuation of current 

management. 

• No further treatment 

recommendations would 

be implemented at any of 

the 15 historic vistas.

24
Alternative 1

• Continue to spot-treat invasive species as part of the park-wide 

invasive plant management program. 

• Regularly mowing areas with turf grass and continually spot-treating 

invasive species.

• All the areas exposed in 2024 would be stabilized. 

• It is expected that all 15 vistas would experience regrowth over time 

- reduced or eliminated views over the long-term.

2025 Conditions at Vista #4 NB: Filtered 

Three Sisters



Implementation of Vista Rehabilitation 

Guide at all VRG Historic Vistas
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Alternative 2

• Includes the full implementation of 

the VRG recommendations at all 15 

historic vistas.

• ​Additional tree and vine cutting, 

vegetation management, and slope 

stabilization would be required (see 

Table 1). 

• Permanent vista markers would be 

placed at the northern and southern 

extents to demarcate each vista. 

• Treatment recommendations from 

the VRG would be fully 

implemented and long-term vista 

management would occur at all 15 

historic vistas. 

• 15 vistas would receive regular 

maintenance to retain the view type 

long-term. 

2025 Conditions at Vista #2 NB: 

Filtered View at Spout Run
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Alternative 2 
Managed 
Vistas



Implementation of Vista Rehabilitation 

Guide at Overlooks and Superior Vistas 
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Alternative 3

• Includes the implementation of the 

VRG recommendations at the vistas 

designated as ‘Superior’ and two 

overlook locations (vistas #12 and 

#16)

• Additional tree and vine cutting, 

vegetation management, and slope 

stabilization would be required (see 

Table 1). 

• NPS would stabilize the ‘High 

Quality/Non-Overlook’ vistas that 

were previously cleared in 2024 (a 

total of 5 vistas). 

• 7 vistas that are not maintained 

would eventually fill in with 

vegetation regrowth.

• 8 historic vistas would receive 

regular maintenance to retain the 

view type long-term.

2025 Conditions at Vista #12 NB: 

South Donaldson Scenic Overlook
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Alternative 3 
Managed 
Vistas



• Includes the implementation of 

the VRG recommendations at 

the two overlook locations -

North Donaldson (vista #16) 

and South Donaldson (vista 

#12).

• Additional tree and vine cutting, 

vegetation management, and 

slope stabilization would be 

required (see Table 1). 

• North Donaldson Overlook 

would be stabilized. South 

Donaldson Overlook 

would need further 

clearing.

• 13 historic vistas are 

anticipated to regrow over time 

and reduce or eliminate the 

historic views.
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Alternative 4

Implementation of Vista Rehabilitation 

Guide at Overlooks

2025 Conditions at Vista #16 NB: 

North Donaldson Scenic Overlook
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Alternative 4  
Managed 
Vistas



Forest Restoration

31
Alternative 5

• NPS would not implement the VRG 

recommendations at any vistas 

long-term. 

• NPS would continue long-term 

invasive plant management in the 

project area as part of the park-

wide invasive plant management 

program.  

• NPS would manage the forested 

condition at all historic vistas. 

• Partially or completely cleared 

vistas in 2024 would be replanted, 

which could include the restoration 

of the woody vegetation. 

• 15 historic vistas are anticipated to 

regrow over time and reduce or 

eliminate the historic views.

2025 Conditions at Vista #34 SB: 

Spout Run
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Table 1: 
Comparison 
of 
Vegetation 
Removal

Approximate 

Ground Clearing 

(Acres)

Approximate 

Vine Pruning and 

Removal 

(Count/Acres)

Approximate 

Tree Removal 

(Count)

Alternative 1 – No Action 0 0 0

Alternative 2 –

Implementation of Vista 

Rehabilitation at All Historic 

Vistas

1.31 302/0.67 360*

Alternative 3 –

Implementation of Vista 

Rehabilitation at Overlooks 

and Superior Vistas

0.73 61/0.06 154*

Alternative 4 –

Implementation of Vista 

Rehabilitation at Overlooks

0.35 10/0.03 4*

Alternative 5 – Forest 

Restoration
0 0 0**

*Additional invasive trees adjacent to the vista cones may also be removed

**Removal of large invasive plants and trees could occur

Note: The anticipated amounts are based on the VRG recommendations for each vista, however, additional invasive trees adjacent to the vistas may 

also be removed during any clearing under Alternatives 2, 3, and 4. Slope stabilization and erosion control efforts would also be required under 

Alternatives 2,3, and 4. Similarly, the removal of large invasive plants and trees may also occur under Alternative 5. 




