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National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)

This EA was prepared in compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of
1969 and its implementing regulations. Public scoping occurred in August and September 2004.
The EA would be distributed to the public for a 30-day review. Upon completion of the review,
the NPS would assess public comments, and as appropriate, may modify the preferred
alternative. If the Hawaii VVolcanoes National Park Superintendent and the Pacific West
Regional Director decide that the proposed actions would significantly effect the human
environment, based on this EA and any substantive comments received, a Notice of Intent (NOI)
to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) would be issued. A Finding of No
Significant Impact (FONSI) would be issued by the Regional Director if it is determined that
there would be no significant impacts from the proposed action.

Endangered Species Act (ESA)

Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act (ESA) requires federal agencies to consult with the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) on any action that may affect endangered or threatened
species or candidate species, or that may result in adverse modification of critical habitat. As
part of the consultation process for this EA, NPS initiated informal Section 7 consultation with
the USFWS on 8/22/05 for the nene (Hawaiian goose) and Silene hawaiiensis. In a letter dated
3/29/06, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service concurred with the park’s recommendations to
avoid/minimize impacts to nene and S. hawaiiensis and the park’s determination that the
proposed action is not likely to adversely affect these two species.

The project and mitigations have continued to be discussed with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service throughout the development of the project and this EA. Informal consultation with the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service would continue with consultation on this EA and all vegetation
and wildlife special status species included in the impact analysis.

National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA)

Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) of 1966 and its implementing
regulations require federal agencies to consider the effects of their undertakings on historic
properties (resources that have been determined eligible or are listed on the National Register of
Historic Places (National Register). The NHPA also requires that State Historic Preservation
Office (SHPO), and as necessary, the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (Council), be
provided a reasonable opportunity to review and comment on these actions. Section 106 also
requires federal agencies to consult with Native Hawaiian organizations about the effects of their
undertakings on resources of traditional religious or cultural importance eligible for listing or
listed on the National Register. The information and mitigation gathered as part of the Section
106 consultation must be included in the NEPA document. Before preparation of this EA, the
proposals were discussed with the members of the park’s kupuna consultation group (July 2004).
The kupuna expressed agreement with the resources protection and road improvement aspects of
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the proposal. The State Historic Preservation Division was contacted and the project discussed
informally. The park consulted with the State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) on
determinations of eligibility (DOE) for cultural resources within the proposed project’s area of
potential effect, including 1) the Crater Rim Historic District National Register eligibility, SHPO
concurred with the DOE on September 26, 2006; and 2) the archeological site within the project
area, SHPO concurred with the DOE on December 31, 20009.

The Section 106 consultation would continue through the Crater Rim Drive Rehabilitation design
process, including consultation on this environmental assessment. NPS would consult with the
State Historic Preservation Officer/State Historic Preservation Division, Historic Hawaii
Foundation, and Native Hawaiian organizations, including the Office of Hawaiian Affairs, Hui
Malama | Na Kupuna O Hawaii Nei, and the Big Island Burial Council. As part of the
consultation process for this EA, the NPS would continue to identify concerns, assess the
potential for impacts on cultural resources, develop appropriate mitigation measures, and seek
concurrence with the determination of effect.
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Environmental Assessment Distribution: Persons, Organizations, and
Agencies Contacted

The NPS has prepared this EA to assess the environmental impacts of Hawaii VVolcanoes
National Park’s proposed action, the rehabilitation of Crater Rim Drive and parking areas. The
following parties, in addition to others, have either received or would be receiving a summary of
the project EA for participation in the NEPA process. The full document is being made available
on the park’s web site, at public libraries, or by request.

Federal Government

National Park Service, Pacific West Region

U.S. Army Garrison Hawaii, Kilauea Military Camp at Kilauea VVolcano
USDA Forest Service

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Pacific Islands Ecoregion

U.S. Geological Survey, Biological Resources Division

U.S. Geological Survey, Hawaiian Volcano Observatory

U.S. Geological Survey, Pacific Island Ecosystems Research Center

State of Hawaii

Department of Land and Natural Resources, State Historic Preservation Officer
Hawaii State Library

Hawaii State Highways Division

Hawaii State Historic Sites Division

Office of Hawaiian Affairs

County of Hawaii

Bond Memorial Public Library
Hawaii County Fire Department
Hawaii County Planning Director
Hawaii County Public Works Department
Hilo Public Library

Holualoa Public Library
Honokaa Public Library
Kailua-Kona Public Library
Keaau Public Library
Kealakekua Public Library
Laupahoehoe Public Library
Mountain View Public Library
Naalehu Public Library

Pahala Public Library

Thelma Parker Public Library
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Community Organizations, Associations, and Interest Groups

Big Island Visitors and Convention Bureau
Chamber of Commerce — Hilo

Friends of Hawaii VVolcanoes National Park
Hawaii Electric Light Company (HELCO)
Hawaii Island Burial Council

Hawaii Natural History Association
Hawaii Volcanoes National Park Informal Kupuna Consultation Group
Historic Hawaii Foundation

Historic Roads

Kau Chamber of Commerce

Oceanview Community Association
Volcano Art Center

Volcano Community Association
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