
















Why are you receiving this?

The District of Columbia Water and Sewer Authority 
(WASA) will shortly be starting work in your neighbor-
hood in support of its Long Term Control Plan.  This 
flyer is intended to introduce you to the project and let 
you know who to contact for more information or to get 
answers to questions you may have.

Long Term Control Plan

You may have heard that WASA has finalized and is 
currently in the process of implementing a Long Term 
Control Plan (LTCP) for controlling combined sewer 
overflows (CSOs) in the District of Columbia (Dis-
trict). Like many older cities, a portion of the Dis-
trict is served by sewers that carry both sanitary 
sewage and storm water 
runoff.  During rainy 
weather the capacity of 
these combined sewers 
may be exceeded, and al-
though most of the sewage 
still flows to the Blue Plains 
Advanced Wastewater Treatment 
Plant, the excess water flows directly 
into the Anacostia and Potomac Rivers, 
Rock Creek and tributary waters.
The LTCP projects are intended to improve 
water quality of the area’s waterways by lim-
iting the number of CSOs that occur.  These 
projects alone will not resolve all water quality 
issues since significant sources of pollution origi-
nate outside of the District.  However, they will be 
a valuable start for water quality improvement and in 
providing much needed relief to areas of the District 
that experience flooding, erosion, and other common 
sewer related problems.
The LTCP projects are being done in accordance with a 
Federal Court Consent Decree between WASA and the 

United States Environ-
mental Protection Agen-
cy to improve the water 
quality of the Anacostia 
and Potomac Rivers, 
Rock Creek and tribu-
tary waters in and around 
the District of Columbia 
Metropolitan Area.  

Anacostia River Projects

The LTCP projects to control CSOs along the Anacos-
tia River are referred to as the  Anacostia River Proj-
ects.  A major component of this work is a deep (200 to 
250 feet), large-diameter (up to 40 feet) sewer tunnel to 
store excess combined sewer flow and then convey that 
flow to Blue Plains for treatment.  The work to design 
and implement the Anacostia River Projects is current-
ly underway, and WASA is in the process of planning 
and conducting preliminary exploration activities in the 
vicinity of potential tunnel alignments.

Prior to determining the best location for the tunnel 
and associated structures, WASA needs to gather 

data about soil, rock and 
groundwater conditions 
from many neighbor-
hoods throughout the 

District.  There will be 
two primary data collec-

tion efforts that you will be 
seeing in the coming weeks:  
geophysical exploration and 

geotechnical drilling.  While 
these activities will be clearly 

cordoned off, we want you to know 
what they are and be prepared for mi-

nor changes within your community as we 
move into the area and begin work.

We’ll let you know we’re coming

We intend to keep the citizens nearest our work activity 
informed of our work, and to do so we’ll be distributing 
information in and around the neighborhoods where we 
will actually be.  Prior to beginning any work, we’ll be 
meeting with your Advisory Neighborhood Commis-
sion (ANC) representatives to provide details about the 
planned activities.  At that time, we’ll provide a prelimi-
nary schedule of when we expect to be in your area, and 
project team members will be available to answer any 
questions you or your neighbors may have.  Informa-
tion sheets will be available for you to read at your own 
pace and to share with your friends and neighbors. 
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Activities you can expect

In the days immediately preceding work activity, there 
may be signs posted that indicate temporary parking or 
sidewalk restrictions. Our goal is not to interfere with 
your daily activities, but rather to keep you safe, ensure 
a safe working environment for us and to inform you 
and your neighbors of our plans.  We will also distribute 
information at the residences that are directly adjacent 
to our working environment prior to starting any activ-
ity.  We want you to know what is happening, when we 
will begin and give you an opportunity to ask any ques-
tions you may have with the hope that we can put your 
mind at ease.

Geophysical Exploration

This type of activity is used to gather information on 
the depth to bedrock. To get the data, we’ll be transmit-
ting sound waves into the ground using special equip-
ment brought in on a small tractor (see below). These 
sound waves are measured by special sensors called 
geophones, which will be connected by a long cable 
and placed at intervals along grass areas, often adjacent 
to sidewalks.  In some locations, the cable will need to 
be extended across streets, but the cable will be protect-
ed in a way that allows traffic to continue moving. This 

activity will pro-
duce a popping 
sound that won’t 
be familiar to 
you. So that you 
aren’t alarmed, 
we will briefly 
sound an air 
horn prior to the 
beginning and 
immediately at 
the end of activ-

ity to help you track our progress. Soon after the initial 
air horn sounds, you will hear an intermittent popping 
sound caused by a hammer or heavy weight striking a 
metal plate. As we move along the line, the sound will 
shift to the vicinity immediately surrounding our activi-
ties.  Generally, you may hear the sound of this activ-
ity for about an hour or so.  This work will generally 
be completed within two days, but may take up to one 
week to complete in a particular neighborhood. Also, 
we may return after a period of one or two weeks to 
perform additional exploration work.

Geotechnical Exploration

WASA will be employing two different types of drilling 
equipment to gather soil, rock and groundwater data. 
The drilling equipment is mounted on a large flatbed 
truck, and depend-
ing upon what type 
of drilling is used 
at a specific loca-
tion, there will be 
one or two large 
trucks, along with 
one or two support 
vehicles. As with 
all  activities, we 
will provide notice 

of our intent to 
begin work and 
will need to re-
serve area for 
the equipment 
to be placed 
overnight. The 
equipment used 
to perform the 
drilling will 

emit a humming sound, similar to the background noise 
of a commercial lawnmower. For the most part, we will 
be performing this work during normal business hours. 
If we need to extend our working hours, we will be sure 
to inform you and your neighbors in advance. At any 
specific drilling location, the work may take up as little 
as three days to as much as two weeks to complete. We 
ask for your patience as we work to plan improvements 
to your local sewer system.

For more information
If you have questions or just want more information 
about the project, please contact WASA’s consultant 
for this work at:

Larry Williamson, Project Manager
CDM/HMM, a Joint Venture
Telephone: (202) 787-2251
Email: xxxxx@dcwasa.com


	door package - ltr + fact sheet.pdf
	broucher front.pdf
	broucher back.pdf
	letter english.pdf
	letter espanol.pdf
	faq english.pdf
	faq espanol.pdf
	geotech english.pdf
	geotech espanol.pdf

	WASA in your neighborhood rev 09-16-2006

