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This Final GMP/ EIS for Tuskegee 
Airmen NHS represents thoughts of 
NPS staff and the public.  
Consultation and coordination 
among the agencies and the public 
were vitally important throughout 
the planning process.  The public 
had three primary avenues to 
participate during the 
development of the plan: 
participation in public meetings, 
responses to newsletters, and 
comments entered on the NPS 
planning website. 
 
 
PUBLIC MEETINGS AND NEWSLETTERS 

The NPS initially started the 
planning processes for a DCP and 
a GMP simultaneously with the 
goal of coordinating and 
completing the two plans 
together.  The primary reason for 
this dual planning process was 
Congress’ mandate to implement 
the operational and developmental 
components of the historic site 
with minimal deviation from 
conditions described in 
Alternatives C and D in the 
Special Resource Study (SRS) for 
the Tuskegee Airmen NHS.  
Furthermore, because the level of 
site development detail provided 
in the SRS far exceeds what would 
typically be provided in a GMP, 
the NPS concluded that a DCP 
could be satisfactorily produced 
based solely on the guidance 
provided in the park’s 
legislative mandates. 
 
Public meetings and newsletters 
were used to keep the public 
informed and involved in the 
planning process.  A mailing list 
was compiled that consisted of 
members of governmental agencies, 
organizations, businesses, 
legislators, local governments, 
and interested citizens.  The 

Tuskegee Airmen, Inc, which is a 
national organization with 49 
chapters throughout the U.S., was 
kept apprised of the GMP’s 
progress throughout the process 
and their input was requested. 
 
The public involvement process 
began with a notice of intent to 
prepare the GMP / EIS that was 
published in the Federal Register 
on February 25, 2004.  
 
The first newsletter, issued in 
July 2004, described the planning 
effort and solicited public 
input.  Scoping meetings with 
stakeholders and the public were 
held in July 2004 in Tuskegee. 
 
The NPS received comments in the 
meetings and in response to the 
first newsletter.  Commenters 
emphasized that the historic core 
of Moton Field should maintain 
its 1945 appearance.  It was also 
suggested that it would be nice 
if recreational activities could 
be accommodated outdoors within 
the boundary.  Commenters 
stressed that the park must 
involve and promote partnerships 
to be successful.  These comments 
were taken into consideration 
when deciding on issues for the 
plan to address. 
 
A second newsletter distributed 
in November 2006 described the 
preliminary alternative concepts 
for managing the NHS (see Figure 
8).  After the newsletter was 
mailed, public meetings were held 
in Tuskegee, to obtain additional 
public comment on the preliminary 
alternatives.  Responses to the 
newsletter and at the meetings 
were mostly “votes” for one 
alternative or another. 
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Figure 8: Newsletter Distributed to the Public, November 2006 
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CONSULTATION WITH OTHER 
AGENCIES, OFFICIALS, AND 
ORGANIZATIONS  

As mentioned in the previous 
section, the NPS initially started 
the planning processes for a DCP 
and a GMP simultaneously with the 
goal of coordinating and 
completing the two plans together.  
Hence, some of the consultation 
letters in the subsequent pages 
refer to the coordination of both 
planning documents.  
 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Section 7 Consultation 

During the preparation of this 
document, NPS staff has 
coordinated informally with the 
USFWS.  The Fish and Wildlife 
Service provided a list of federal 
threatened and endangered species 
that might be in or near the 
historic site.  
 
In accordance with the Endangered 
Species Act and relevant 
regulations at 50 Code of Federal 
Regulations Part 402, the NPS 
determined that the management 
plan is not likely to adversely 
affect any federally threatened or 
endangered species and sent a copy 
of this plan to the USFWS office 
with a request for written 
concurrence with that 
determination. 
 
In addition, the NPS has committed 
to consult on future actions 
conducted under the framework 
described in this management plan 
to ensure that such actions are 
not likely to adversely affect 
threatened or endangered species.  
 
Alabama State Historic 
Preservation Officer, Section 106 
Consultation 

Agencies that have direct or 
indirect jurisdiction over 

historic properties are required 
by Section 106 of the NHPA of 
1966, as amended (16 USC 270, et 
seq.) to take into account the 
effect of any undertaking on 
properties eligible for listing in 
the National Register of Historic 
Places.  To meet the requirements 
of 36 CFR 800, the NPS sent 
letters to the SHPO on February 6, 
2004, inviting their participation 
in the planning process. 
 
Under the terms of stipulation 
Nationwide Programmatic Agreement 
for Section 106 Compliance among 
the ACHP, and the National 
Conference of State Historic 
Preservation Officers, and the 
NPS, in consultation with the 
SHPO, will make a determination 
about which are programmatic 
exclusions, and all other 
undertakings, potential effects on 
those resources to seek review and 
comment under 36 CFR 800.4-6. 
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