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Rescue Creek Bridge Reconstruction

Rescue Creek Trall

The Rescue Creek Trail is a popular year-round 8-mile (12.8-kilometer) trail that begins and ends at different trailheads—one at the Blacktail
Creek Trailhead parking lot east of Mammoth Hot Springs on the Grand Loop Road and the other from the old North Entrance Road.

e The trail gradually climbs through aspens and meadows, then descends through forests to sagebrush flats that lead to a footbridge
(washed out in the 2022 flood) across the Gardner River.

e The trail is popular with hikers and equestrians/stock users.

e \With the North Entrance Road closed, recreationists primarily access the trail from the Grand Loop Road.

New Rescue Creek Bridge & Parking

The Rescue Creek Bridge is on the Rescue Creek Trail and was destroyed in the 2022 flood. Although this bridge is not part of the North
Entrance Road EA, the Park wants to share the post-flood plans for improvements to the trail that will benefit Park users. Without the bridge,

recreational users of the Rescue Creek Trail must complete it as an out-and-back trip (unless the water is low and recreationists are confident
fording the Gardner River).

The Park is currently working to replace the damaged bridge structure with a new, prefabricated steel structure. In addition, a new parking
area designed for trailers and other large vehicles will be constructed at the trailhead. Installation is planned for summer/fall of 2026. Benefits
of the new bridge design (as compared to the pre-flood bridge) include:

e Improved surface for stock use

e Improved visual design and aesthetics
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Example of a new truss bridge
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