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Superintendent Review and Approval

The Environmental Screening Form has been reviewed.
AND

The Assessment of Actions Having an Effect on Historic Properties has been reviewed. The
proposed work conforms to the NPS Management Policies and Cultural Resource Management
Guideline, and I have reviewed and approve the recommendations, stipulations, or conditions
noted in Section C of this form.

AND
The Categorical Exclusion has been reviewed.

Decision: I find that the action fits within the categorical exclusion below. Therefore, I am
categorically excluding the described project from further NEPA analysis. No extraordinary
circumstances apply.

Executive Order 14154, Unleashing American Energy (Jan. 20, 2025), and a Presidential
Memorandum, Ending Illegal Discrimination and Restoring Merit-Based Opportunity (Jan. 21,
2025), require the Department to strictly adhere to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA),
42 U.S.C. §§ 4321 et seq. Further, such Order and Memorandum repeal Executive Orders 12898
(Feb. 11, 1994) and 14096 (Apr. 21, 2023). Because Executive Orders 12898 and 14096 have been
repealed, complying with such Orders is a legal impossibility. The NPS verifies that it has complied
with the requirements of NEPA, including the Department's regulations and procedures implementing
NEPA at 43 C.F.R. Part 46 and Part 516 of the Departmental Manual, consistent with the President's
January 2025 Order and Memorandum

Superintendent Approval
RAYMOND 056N epaooen

Superintendent’s signature: .
y SHATE MCPADDEN o



National Park Service Yosemite National Park
U.S. Department of the Interior Date: 6/30/2025

Letter of Compliance Completion

To: Garrett Chun, Project Manager, Yosemite National Park
From: Raymond P. McPadden, Acting Superintendent, Yosemite National Park

Subject: NEPA and NHPA Clearance: 2024 SPPM_005 Construct the El Portal Wildland Fire Barracks
(98589)

The Superintendent and Interdisciplinary team have reviewed the scope of work and supporting
documentation provided in the Planning, Environment, and Public Comment (PEPC) system, and all
applicable associated compliance documentation and consultation (e.g. National Environmental Policy
Act, National Historic Preservation Act, Endangered Species Act, Clean Water Act, Clean Air Act,
Wilderness Act, Tribal consultation under EO13175, and other related laws and policies).

The subject proposed project/action(s), therefore, is/are now cleared for all compliance requirements.
Project plans and specifications are approved, project funds may be released, and construction and/or
project implementation can commence with the following mitigations and conditions/stipulations.

Required Mitigations - For the proposed project actions to be within compliance requirements during
construction and/or project implementation, the following mitigations must be adhered to:

e All new construction, exterior lighting, and landscaped features shall be designed to adhere to the
Yosemite design guidelines.

e The project includes more than one acre of ground disturbance; therefore, according to the
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) General Permit, Order No. 2012-
0006-DWQ), as amended, a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) must be prepared, or
exemption from SWPPP coverage must be demonstrated, before work begins on site. The project
manager is responsible for SWPPP preparation and implementation, or for demonstrating that the
project is exempt from SWPPP coverage.

e Only project actions described in Planning, Environment, and Public Comment (PEPC) 98589 are
approved for implementation. Modifications to plans or additional actions require additional
review and approval from the Yosemite National Park Environmental Planning and Compliance
Office.

e Dust control through watering or other approved method will be performed by construction crews
during ground disturbing work to minimize air quality impacts.

Cultural Resources

e For the roof cladding, it's recommended to consider a dull grey or a dull red like the trim. The
glazing can be tinted but at the same time needs to be a very-low reflectivity as used elsewhere on
older buildings in the Park.



e  Tribal monitoring: Coordinate with the park tribal monitoring coordinator at least two months
before ground-disturbing work is to occur. The monitor will advise on the protection of tribal
cultural values during construction. If the tribal monitor identifies threats or disturbances to
value(s) of concern, they will work with NPS staff and construction crews to determine necessary
protection measures. Tribal monitors must be incorporated into project planning communication
and must be kept abreast of any construction delays or modifications.

e Spot check archeological monitoring required: Periodic project monitoring by an NPS
archeologist will be conducted as needed to ensure that disturbance is limited to previously
disturbed areas and to address potential for inadvertent discoveries. Intermittent spot-check
archeological monitoring is needed during the early construction phase, specifically to observe
exposed sidewalls below four feet deep.

Wildlife

e 1) Trenching will be minimized in extent and duration. If at all possible, trenches and holes will
be backfilled the same day they are excavated. If backfilling is not possible, wildlife escape
ramps (no greater than 45% angle) must be provided every 100 feet.

e 2)Ifasuspected Foothill yellow-legged frog or Northwestern pond turtle is observed in or near
the work area, work within 500 feet of the observation would immediately cease and the Park
aquatic ecologist would be contacted (Rob_Grasso@nps.gov, 209-379-1438). Work can resume
with the permission of the aquatic ecologist after potential impacts have been resolved (which
may require consultation with USFWS).

e [fproject work involves vegetation modification and occurs during the breeding season (May 1 -
July 31), vegetation must be surveyed for nesting migratory birds before removal or trimming.
Once surveyed the project has one week to perform vegetation work, if work is not completed
within one week, trees must be resurveyed. If an active nest is discovered, project work may not
occur within a defined protection nest buffer until nestlings fledge. Please reach out to Heather
Mackey (heather mackey@nps.gov) for survey coordination.

Vegetation

e Survey for and control invasive non-native vegetation from two years prior to project activities
through at least one year after project activities, or through duration of project funding. Please
coordinate timing and spatial extent of treatments with invasive plant manager David Campbell
(david_m_campbell@nps.gov).

e Tompkin's sedge may be present at the project site. Contact VER for survey if sampling will
occur in herbaceous vegetated areas.

e Areas of disturbed soil requiring revegetation must use site-specific native materials and seed
approved by the park biologist. Project leader shall consult with the Vegetation Branch early in
project conception to plan for revegetation design, seed collection, plant and seed production in
advance of construction, planting, and post-planting care after construction. No commercial seed
or plants may be used without approval by park vegetation botanist. Please coordinate with
revegetation program manager Sarah Hall (sarah_m_hall@nps.gov) when developing
revegetation plans.

e Use the following measures to protect roots of trees to remain:

o Adjust trenches and other excavations to keep them beyond the drip line wherever
possible.



o Iftrenching is necessary within drip line of any size oak tree or other trees larger than 12
inches diameter, use equipment that allows the operator to detect the presence of tree
roots prior to damaging them. When a root is detected, hand-excavate two feet around the
root to reveal its full extent prior to resuming excavation with equipment. Tunnel under
and retain live roots two inches diameter or larger. Do not cut roots over two inch-in-
diameter without approval of contracting officer. Roots that are to be retained shall be
covered with wet burlaps until the excavation is backfilled. Roots between one inch and
two inches diameter will be given a clean straight cut on the exposed end with a saw prior
to backfilling.

o Do not drive within drip lines unless work cannot otherwise be reasonably done. If
unavoidable, use protective measures, like mats or plywood to prevent soil compaction. A
park vegetation construction monitor may be required to ensure successful
implementation of this mitigation.

o Construction fence delineating tree driplines may be required to successfully implement
this mitigation.

o Reach out to plant ecologist Melissa Booher (melissa_booher@nps.gov) with any
questions.

Vegetation staff must approve the source of aggregate and earth materials to ensure incoming
material is weed free. Vegetation staff will either (1) provide a list of approved aggregate sources,
(2) inspect the source of earth materials, or (3) provide mitigations or other guidance for
approving the material. Please coordinate with invasive plant manager David Campbell
(david_m_campbell@nps.gov) when using off site soil sources, including from other locations in
Park. Sources may require vegetation staff site visits to inspect for invasive species prior to
movement in Park.

All earth moving equipment shall be pressure-washed prior to entering the park and shall be clean
of any soil, plant matter, or other materials. To arrange equipment inspection prior to entry into
the park, call Vegetation branch at least one week in advance for notification and two business
days in advance to arrange exact time and place for inspection. Please contact NPS vegetation
staff to arrange for equipment inspections at least two workdays prior to bringing equipment into
the Park. For equipment entering the Park through the south entrance, contact Guy Hernandez
(guy_hernandez@nps.gov). For equipment entering the Park through any other entrance, contact
David Campbell (david_ m_campbell@nps.gov).



National Park Service Yosemite National Park
U.S. Department of the Interior Date: 6/30/2025

Categorical Exclusion Documentation Form (CE Form)

Project: 2024 SPPM_005 Construct the El Portal Wildland Fire Barracks
PEPC Project Number: 98589
Description of Action (Project Description):

The Fire Barracks will be in the El Portal Administrative Site of Yosemite National Park inside the
Rancheria employee housing area. Siting the proposed barracks within an existing housing area with
proximity to water, power and sewer infrastructure will provide a sense of community for the occupants
of the building with the rest of the Rancheria community. The single-story structure will house 20
seasonal employees year-round. We will explore various type of construction during design to include
modular and stick built options, using a similar design to fire barracks constructed at other Department of
the Interior fire stations, including the Bureau of Land Management, the Fish and Wildlife Service and the
Bureau of Indian Affairs. There will be individual bedrooms with communal restrooms, kitchen, and
living room areas. Housing firefighters in a common barracks will contribute to work group cohesion and
rapid response to wildland fires outside of regular work hours. The barracks site is approximately a five-
minute drive to the El Portal Fire Station, which is planned to be rebuilt following the construction of the
Fire Barracks.

Each year Yosemite Fire hiring officials are forced to make hiring decisions based on available housing
space which limits wildland fire response capacity and the ability to complete mechanical and prescribed
fire fuel reduction projects throughout the park. This project would secure consolidated year-round
housing space for crewmembers of the seven-person El Portal Engine and the 10-person Yosemite
Wildfire Module and allow for additional staff to complete oft-season fuels projects. Firefighters
currently experience housing stress as they continue to encounter limited or unaffordable housing options
which is a factor in retaining staff and maintaining firefighting capacity. Firefighters work long and
irregular shifts; they often arrive and depart their housing unit at late and early hours. Because of their
unique schedules, housing firefighters in the same building provides cohesiveness to the firefighting units
and is less disruptive to non-fire roommates. Having a modern, air-conditioned, secure barracks will
improve employee morale and ensure fire staff remain rested and response ready.

This project aligns with direction contained in the President's FY24 Budget: "The 2024 budget also
increases funding for Facilities Construction and Maintenance by $22.0 million to repair, renovate,
modernize, and construct housing for personnel. These funds will go a long way toward addressing the
problem of inadequate or unaffordable housing facing many wildland firefighters working in certain
geographic locations "

Mitigation(s): See Letter of Compliance Complete Form

CE Citation: 3.3.A.1 Changes or amendments to an approved action when such changes would cause no
or only minimal environmental impact.



CE Justification:

This action falls under action FAC-4-004 in the 2014 Merced River Plan (MRP), which calls for
construction of a combination of single family and high-density dormitory units, away from sensitive
resources, to fulfill employee housing needs in the Rancheria Flat housing area. The construction of
barracks in this project will provide housing for up to 20 employees in a dormitory unit in the Rancheria
Flat housing area and will cause minimal environmental impact as the project area is already heavily
disturbed and mitigations will be followed to prevent additional impacts.

Decision: The Superintendent finds that the action fits within the categorical exclusion above and is
therefore categorically excluding the described project from further NEPA analysis. No
extraordinary circumstances apply.

Executive Order 14154, Unleashing American Energy (Jan. 20, 2025), and a Presidential Memorandum,
Ending lllegal Discrimination and Restoring Merit-Based Opportunity (Jan. 21, 2025), require the
Department to strictly adhere to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), 42 U.S.C. §§ 4321 et
seq. Further, such Order and Memorandum repeal Executive Orders 12898 (Feb. 11, 1994) and 14096
(Apr. 21, 2023). Because Executive Orders 12898 and 14096 have been repealed, complying with such
Orders is a legal impossibility. The NPS verifies that it has complied with the requirements of NEPA,
including the Department's regulations and procedures implementing NEPA at 43 C.F.R. Part 46 and
Part 516 of the Departmental Manual, consistent with the President's January 2025 Order and
Memorandum



Extraordinary Circumstances:

If implemented, would the proposal...

Yes/No

Explanation

A. Have significant impacts on public health or safety?

(No

This project will result in more stability and
hiring opportunities for fire staff and have a
positive impact on public safety. All
construction will meet NPS new construction
safety standards, including fire alarm and
suppression systems and code-compliant
designs.

B. Have significant impacts on such natural resources and
unique geographic characteristics as historic or cultural
resources; park, recreation or refuge lands; wilderness
arecas; wild or scenic rivers; national natural landmarks;
sole or principal drinking water aquifers; prime
farmlands; wetlands; floodplains; national monuments;
migratory birds; and other ecologically significant or
critical areas?

(No

This project is located in a developed area that
has been previously disturbed. The action was
reviewed by an interdisciplinary team,
including natural and cultural resource
experts. They determined that this action has
no potential for significant impacts to natural
resources. Minor impacts to resources were
identified and best management practices and
mitigations are in place to ensure limited
impacts to resources.

C. Have highly uncertain and potentially significant No This project is located in a developed,

environmental effects or involve unique or unknown previously disturbed area and there is no

environmental risks? potential for significant environmental effects
or unknown risks.

D. Establish a precedent for future action or representa  |[No This project is aligned with action FAC-4-004

decision in principle about future actions with potentially
significant environmental effects?

in the final, approved 2014 Merced River Plan
(MRP), which was analyzed for
environmental impacts. As such, this project
will not establish a precedent or decision in
principle that will result in significant
environmental impacts.

E. Have a direct relationship to other actions that
implicate potentially significant environmental effects?

No

This project is standalone and does not have a
relationship with other actions. Additionally,
construction of dormitory unit housing in
Rancheria was analyzed in the MRP and was
found to not have significant or cumulative
environmental effects.

F. Have significant impacts on properties listed, or
eligible for listing, on the National Register of Historic
Places, as determined by either the bureau or office?

No

This project has undergone Section 106
review and compliance and was determined to
not have significant impacts on properties
listed or eligible for listing on the National
Register of Historic Places.




If implemented, would the proposal...

Yes/No

Explanation

G. Have significant impacts on species listed, or No This project has undergone Endangered

proposed to be listed, on the List of Endangered or Species Act review and compliance and was

Threatened Species, or have significant impacts on determined to not have significant impacts on

designated Critical Habitat for these species? species listed or proposed to be listed on the
List of Endangered or Threatened Species or
designated Critical Habitat.

H. Significantly limit access to and ceremonial use of No This project was consulted on with the

Indian sacred sites on federal lands by Indian religious Traditionally Associated Tribes of Yosemite

practitioners or adversely affect the physical integrity of and no concerns were identified.

such sacred sites?

I. Contribute to potentially significant effects resulting  [No 'Yosemite vegetation staff has reviewed this

from the introduction, continued existence, or spread of
noxious weeds or non-native invasive species known to
occur in the area or actions that may promote the
introduction, growth, or expansion of the range of such
species (Federal Noxious Weed Control Act)?

project and has identified mitigations to
prevent the spread and introduction of noxious
weeds and non-native species.




National Park Service Yosemite National Park
Ll ULS. Department of the Interior Date: 6/30/2025

PARK
SERVICE

ENVIRONMENTAL SCREENING FORM (ESF)

Updated Sept 2015 per NPS NEPA Handbook

A. PROJECT INFORMATION
Project Title: Construct the El Portal Wildland Fire Barracks
PEPC Project Number: 98589

Project Type: Construction Permit (CONP)
Project Location: El Portal

County, State: Mariposa, California

Project Leader: Garrett Chun

B. PROJECT DESCRIPTION

See Categorical Exclusion Form.

C. RESOURCE IMPACTS TO CONSIDER

Resource Potential | Potential Issues & Impacts

for

Impact
Air Potential | Issue: Ground disturbing construction activities may generate dust.
Air Quality

Impact: Construction related dust impacts are expected to be localized and

Air Quality - Dust temporary. Dust control through watering or other approved method will be
performed by construction crews during ground disturbing work to minimize air
quality impacts.

Biological Potential | Issue: Heavy construction equipment and fill have the potential to introduce exotic
Nonnative or seeds to the project area.

Exotic Species
Impact: All heavy equipment and fill will be inspected by park vegetation staff prior
Nonnative and to work commencement to ensure it is clean and free of dirt and seeds to prevent the
Invasive Species spread of nonnative and invasive species in the project area.




Resource Potential | Potential Issues & Impacts
for
Impact
Biological Potential | Issue: Construction activities have the potential to impact threatened and endangered
Species of Special species present in the area.
Concern or Their
Habitat Impact: Trenching and other activities may disrupt habitat for Foothill yellow-legged
frog or Northwestern Pond turtle, although impacts will be minimized with
Rare, Threatened mitigations in place.
& Endangered
Species
Biological Potential | Issue: Revegetation of the project area must include native plants.
Vegetation
Impact: The revegetation of disturbed areas in the project area has potential to
Revegetation introduce nonnative species but this impact should be avoided through coordination
with vegetation staff.
Biological Potential | Issue: Disruption of migratory bird breeding season.
Wildlife and/or
Wildlife Habitat Impact: Construction and revegetation activities have the potential to disrupt
including migratory bird breeding season, although these impacts can be minimized through
terrestrial and the provided mitigations.
aquatic species
Migratory Birds
Cultural Potential | Issue: Excavation below disturbed soils could impact archeological deposits.
Archeological
Resources Impact: While the project area is generally previously disturbed, with no intact
archeological deposits observed, any excavation below the disturbed layers could
Subsurface potentially impact deposits. Mitigations are in place to monitor work below
Archeological disturbed soils.
Deposits
Cultural Potential | Issue: The project area is within the Rancheria Flats Mission 66 Historic District.
Cultural
Landscapes Impact: The addition of a modern building may detract from the character of the
Rancheria Flats Mission 66 Historic District, although design elements have been
Rancheria Flats incorporated to make the building more compatible with other nearby Mission 66
Mission 66 structures.
Historic District
Cultural None None
Ethnographic
Resources
Cultural None None
Museum
Collections




Resource Potential | Potential Issues & Impacts
for
Impact

Cultural None None
Prehistoric/historic
structures
Geological None None
Geologic Features
Geological None None
Geologic
Processes
Lightscapes Potential | Issue: Project may involve the installation of exterior lighting.
Night Skies Impact: All exterior lighting should adhere to NPS lighting and design guidelines.
Other Potential | Issue: The proposed facilities consolidate Wildland and Structure fire facilities
Human Health and which are currently scattered throughout the park.
Safety

Impact: The location of the proposed facilities will improve emergency response
Emergency times for both Wildland and Structure fire response.
Response
Other Potential | Issue: Available housing for fire staff
Operational

Impact: This project will provide critical housing infrastructure for the fire
Fire Staffing management program to improve their ability to hire and retain staff.
Other Potential | The building and site design will take increased vehicles and traffic into

consideration and provide for adequate parking and traffic movement through the
Increased dormitory parking area and parking entrance.
vehicles/traffic
Paleontological None None
Paleontological
Resources
Socioeconomic Potential | Issue: The park has a general need for employee housing.
Land Use . ) . ) )

Impact: This project will provide housing for 10-12 seasonal fire employees.
Employee Housing
Socioeconomic Potential | Issue: Employment options are sometimes limited based on housing options.
Fire Staff Impact: This fire barracks will provide more housing for fire staff, removing some
Employment limitations on employment based on available housing.
Soundscapes Potential | Issue: Noise generated from construction could impact the soundscape.
Construction Impact: Construction activities will result in noise in the Rancheria housing area but
Noi will be limited to daytime hours and will be temporary, only during the construction

oise

period.
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Resource Potential | Potential Issues & Impacts
for
Impact
Viewsheds Potential | Issue: The addition of a two-story building near the Rancheria Flat Mission 66
Historic District
Impacts to
Cultural Impact: The addition of a two-story building has potential to change the viewshed in
Landscapes a historic district, however, the view is obscured from CA-140 and the primary
viewshed impacts would be internal. Design elements have been incorporated to
make the building compatible with others in the neighborhood.
Visitor Use and None None
Experience
Recreation
Resources
Visitor Use and None None
Experience
Visitor Use and
Experience
Water None None
Floodplains
Water None None
Marine or
Estuarine
Resources
Water None None
Water Quality or
Quantity
Water None None
Wetlands
Water None None
Wild and Scenic
River
Wilderness None None
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Other Compliance/Consultations Form

Park Name: Yosemite National Park

PEPC Project Number: 98589

Project Title: 2024 SPPM_005 Construct the El Portal Wildland Fire Barracks
Project Type: Construction Permit (CONP)

Project Location: El Portal

County, State: Mariposa, California

Project Leader: Garrett Chun

ESA

Any Federal Species in the project Area? No
If species in area: No Effect

Was Biological Assessment prepared?

If Biological Assessment prepared, concurred?
Formal Consultation required? No

Formal Consultation Notes:

The project area is outside of the range of California red-legged frog (listed -threatened), Sierra Nevada
yellow-legged frog (listed, endangered), and Yosemite Toad (listed, threatened) and is anticipated to have
no effect of these species. Project actions are located outside of Designated Critical Habitat for listed
aquatic species. The project area is within the geographic range for South Sierra DPS of Foothill yellow-
legged frog (listed-endangered) and Northwestern pond turtle (proposed for listing), however the work
area is outside of suitable habitat and the project actions are anticipated to have no effect to these species.
This project area is not anticipated to effect listed terrestrial wildlife species based on the location, extent,
and nature of the work.

Formal Consultation Concluded:

Any State listed Species in the Project Area? Yes

Consultation Information: Tompkin's sedge may be present at the project site. Mitigation measure
included to contact VER for survey if sampling will occur in herbaceous vegetated areas.

General Notes:

Data Entered By: Heather Mackey Date: Jan 30, 2024

ESA Mitigations:

See Letter of Compliance Completion.

Floodplains/Wetlands/§404 Permits

Question Yes/No Details

A.1. Is project in 100- or 500-year No Not in floodplain or flash flood hazard area.
floodplain or flash flood hazard

area?

12



Question Yes/No Details

A.2.1Is Project in wetlands as No Not in wetland as defined by NPS/DOI.
defined by NPS/DOI?

B. COE Section 404 permit No No placement of fill in waters of the United States.
needed?

C. State 401 certification? No None

D. State Section 401 Permit? No None

E. Tribal Water Quality Permit? No None

F. CZM Consistency N/A N/A

determination needed?

G. Erosion & Sediment Control Yes None

Plan Required?

H. Any other permits required? No None

Other Information: No None
Data Entered By:  Kendra Owenby Date: Jan 14, 2025

Floodplains & Wetlands Mitigations:

See Letter of Compliance Completion

Wilderness

Question

A. Does this project occur in or adjacent to Designated, Recommended,
Proposed, Study, Eligible, or Potential Wilderness?

B. Is the only place to conduct this project in wilderness?

C. Is the project necessary for the administration of the area as
wilderness?

D. Would the project or any of its alternatives adversely affect (directly
or indirectly) Designated, Recommended, Proposed, Study, Eligible, or
Potential Wilderness? (If Yes, Minimum Requirements Analysis
required)

E. Does the project or any of its alternatives involve the use of any of the
Wilderness Act Section 4(c) prohibited uses: commercial enterprise,
permanent road, temporary road, motor vehicles, motorized equipment,
motorboats, landing of aircraft, mechanical transport, structure, or
installation? (If Yes, Minimum Requirements Analysis required)

If the answer to D or E above is ""Yes'' then a Minimum Requirements
Analysis is required. Describe the status of this analysis in the column to
the right.

Other Information: Click or tap here to enter text.

Yes/No

No

No

None

None

None

None

None

None

None

Data Entered By:  Kendra Owenby Date: Jan 14, 2025
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Other Permits/Laws  Questions A & B are no longer used.

IQuestion Yes/No
IC. Wild and scenic river concerns exist? No
ID. National Trails concerns exist? No
IE. Air Quality consult with State needed? No
IF. Consistent with Architectural Barriers, Rehabilitation, and Americans with Disabilities Yes
Acts or not Applicable? (If N/A check Yes)

G. Other: No

Other Information:
Data Entered By: Kendra Owenby
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