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As evaluated in the Biological Opinion, this project consists of constructing a 1-mile eastern 
bridge and raising the remaining US Highway 41 roadway to support an 8.5-ft National Geodetic 
Vertical Datum stage in the L-29 Canal.  The endangered wood stork uses suitable habitats 
throughout the project area.  Two annual nesting colonies occur near the project area, including 
the “Tamiami East” and “Tamiami West” colonies located just south of the Trail on the eastern 
end of the project area (Figure 1, inset).  The 1-mile bridge is to be constructed midway between 
these two colonies, such that the bridge itself would not overlap the established primary or 
secondary zones.  Construction activities for the bridge on-ramps and raising portions of the road 
however, would impinge into the disturbance zones for these two colonies.  Conditions for these 
two areas have not changed. 
 
However, as a direct result of having qualified avian observers on site, the Corps’ contractor, 
Kiewit Southern identified and alerted the Corps, Service, and ENP staff to a previously 
undefined colony located directly in the middle and just south of the 1-mile bridge construction 
site.  This report was later verified by researchers at ENP who frequently conduct aerial surveys 
of wading bird colonies in the area.  Based on numerous discussions with these researchers, other 
biological staff at ENP and the Corps, and through aerial photograph interpretation, the Service 
proposes the following zones and construction guidance to minimize impacts to this nesting 
colony. 
 
The center point for the colony is located at 80°31’33.267”W and 25°45’36.599”N.  The primary 
zone is represented by a circular buffer with a 250-ft radius.  The secondary zone is indicated by 
a 500-ft radius buffer from the center point (Figure 1).  The primary zone does not overlap the 
Trail but may intrude into the construction right-of-way which can be up to 100-ft south of the 
roadway.  The secondary zone intersects the Trail at 80°31'28.722"W  25°45'39.373"N on the 
east side and 80°31'37.91"W  25°45'39.407"N on the west side which equals 840 linear feet of 
construction area within this zone. 
 
In addition to the below guidelines set forth in prior correspondence for the primary and 
secondary zones: 
 
A. Primary Zone Restrictions 

1. Avoid all construction activities in this zone during the nesting season (or prior to nesting 
if observer notices behavior consistent with colony formation).  This includes any major 
changes to hydrologic regime (e.g., significant changes to water depth underneath and  
around the colony). 

2. During the non-nesting season, carry out construction activities in the least obtrusive 
manner as possible (i.e., no unnecessary removal of vegetation, or any other unauthorized 
activity that would impact this zone. 

 
B. Secondary Zone Restrictions 

1. Avoid intrusive construction activities during the nesting season (i.e., blasting, pile  
driving, dumping, etc.). 

2. During the non-nesting season, continue with authorized construction activities. 
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Figure 1. Aerial photograph depicting the center point, primary, and secondary zones of the Tamiami East 2  

wood stork colony.  The secondary zone perimeter (yellow line) intersects the Trail at 80°31'28.722"W  
25°45'39.373"N on the east side and 80°31'37.91"W  25°45'39.407"N on the west side which equals  
840 linear feet of construction area within this zone. 






































