
 
 
July 21, 2025 
 
Tammy Stidham, Chairman 
National Capital Memorial Advisory Commission 
United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
1849 C Street NW 
Washington, DC 20240 
 
Dear Chairman Stidham and Commission Members, 
 
The Smithsonian Institution is following the site selection for the Women’s Suffrage National Monument, last presented 
to the National Capital Memorial Advisory Commission (Commission) on May 12, 2025. The Commission voted for the 
Women’s Suffrage National Monument Foundation to return to the Commission with more study and reconsideration of 
the site identified in the analysis as “14th and Independence.” 
 
Through past engagement concerning the site selection for the Smithsonian American Women’s History Museum, the 
Commission is aware of the Smithsonian’s interest in the 14th and Independence site, also referred to as the “South 
Monument Site” in our analysis that was performed between 2020-2022. The Act creating the Smithsonian American 
Women’s History Museum authorized the Smithsonian’s Board of Regents to designate a site for the museum. From the 
twenty-six sites considered, the Smithsonian’s Board of Regents selected the South Monument Site as the optimal site 
for the Smithsonian American Women’s History Museum. As you know, this site is within the Reserve of the District of 
Columbia, defined generally as the area from the United States Capitol to the Lincoln Memorial and from the White 
House to the Jefferson Memorial. As such, legislative action is necessary for the Regents to formally designate the South 
Monument site as the location for the museum. Earlier this year, bipartisan bills were introduced in the House of 
Representatives (H.R. 1329) and the Senate (S.1303) to permit the museum to be located within the Reserve. If enacted, 
the Smithsonian can move forward and designate the site. 
 
Given the Smithsonian’s desire to site the museum on the South Monument site, coupled with the pending bipartisan 
bills that would allow it to do so, the Smithsonian respectfully requests that the Commission remove the 14th Street and 
Independence Avenue site from further consideration for the Women’s Suffrage National Monument. This option should 
remain open while the Board of Regents fulfills its statutory duty to designate a site Smithsonian American Women’s 
History Museum.  
 
Please accept this letter as testimony to be entered into the record for the upcoming National Capital Memorial Advisory 
Commission meeting on July 23, 2025. 
 
Thank you for your consideration.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Ronald S. Cortez, JD, MA 
Under Secretary for Finance and Administration 
Chief Financial Officer  
Smithsonian Institution 
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