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Dear Chairman Stidham, Members of the Commission:

Thank you for considering my bipartisan bill, which would establish a planning commission to examine
the feasibility of establishing a National Museum of Italian American History and Culture, and for the
opportunity to submit written testimony.

Italian Americans have made invaluable contributions to the United States. From Fortune 500 CEOs and
public servants, to Supreme Court Justices and Nobel Prize recipients, they have excelled in all areas of
American life. The Italian American story is the quintessential American story—immigrants arriving in
our country and embracing commitments to family, community, public service, love of country, and hope
for a better future.

The legislation would create a planning commission comprised of experts in museum planning and the
immigrant experience in America. The commission would examine the feasibility of establishing,
maintaining, funding, and operating such a facility as part of the Smithsonian Institution.

Specifically, the commission would submit to the President and to Congress a detailed Plan of Action for
establishing the museum; a Fundraising Plan through contributions from the American people and by
Italian American community groups; a Report on Issues including cost estimates and the potential impact
of the museum on other Italian American museums; recommendations on whether the museum should be
part of the Smithsonian Institution; a proposed governance structure through which the museum should
operate; and a draft legislative Plan of Action to construct the museum.

Right now, the bill is pending in the House Natural Resources Committee and the Committee on House
Administration, and it has already garnered 41 cosponsors from both parties, including all co-chairs of the
Italian American Congressional Delegation. I am grateful to the National Capital Memorial Advisory
Commission for considering this legislation, and my staff and I would be happy to follow up with any
further information or clarifications you may require.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,

Thoma K Sy

Thomas R. Suozzi
Member of Congress



