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Testimony to the National Capitol Memorial Advisory Commission in support of H.R. 2121

May 12, 2025

To the National Capital Memorial Advisory Commission, thank you for holding this hearing. | appreciate this opportunity
to testify to the Commission on the critical importance of commemorating this nation’s Irish American legacy through
taking the first steps to establish a National Museum of Irish American History.

Like many other Americans, my grandfather set sail from Ireland to Ellis Island over a century ago. It is said that when
he first glimpsed the sun rising over the Statue of Liberty, he saw not just the dawn of a new day, but the promise of a
new beginning for his family. He came with little more than the clothes on his back and a heart full of dreams, driven by
the indomitable Irish spirit and his unwavering faith. The courage it must have taken to leave everything behind, to cross
an ocean with not much to his name, is a testament to the bravery and hope that define our country’s heritage. Through
stories like my grandfather’s, the America that we know and love was built through hard work and belief in the American
Dream, despite adversity and a history of discrimination.

As we celebrate centuries of Irish immigration to the United States, it has never been more important to recognize the
contributions of Irish Americans in shaping this great country we all call home. Irish Americans have served at every
level of our government, have bled in every American war since the Revolution, have led great American business
ventures, and have indelibly shaped American culture and entertainment. It is through the work of notable Irish
Americans such as John F. Kennedy, Ronald Reagan, Henry Ford, Walt Disney, and others that the America we know
was built.

In the House of Representatives, it is my profound honor to lead H.R. 2121, a bipartisan bill which would establish a
commission to study the creation of a National Museum of Irish American History. The proposed commission will
conduct a comprehensive study to assess potential locations, governance structures, sustainable funding sources, and
curatorial strategies for the museum. A critical aspect of this review will be exploring an affiliation with the Smithsonian
Institution to enhance the museum’s reach, historical authenticity, and educational impact. This bill represents the first
step in the potential creation of a federally sponsored Irish American museum in Washington, D.C., and | am proud to
support it.

I believe that it is critical that we officially commemorate this nation’s Irish American legacy as we near America’s 250%
anniversary. This museum will stand as a testament to that legacy. It will ensure that generations to come understand that
the Irish spirit—undaunted, unbreakable, and unrelenting—has not only endured in America but has helped define it. As
a Member of the Friends of Ireland Caucus and the sponsor of H.R. 2121, | thank you for the opportunity today to testify
in strong support of the bill. I look forward to continuing to work with Members of the National Capital Memorial
Advisory Commission as we work together towards our shared goal of commemorating America’s history.
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