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May 12, 2025

Ms. Tammy Stidham

Chairman

National Capital Memorial Advisory Commission
1100 Ohio Drive, SW, Room 220

Washington, DC 20242

Attention: Mr. Michael McGraw, Secretary to the Commission
Dear Chairman Stidham:

Thank you for considering S. 1353, a bill I have introduced to extend the authority for
modifications to the Second Division Memorial under the Commemorative Works Act (CWA),
and for the opportunity to submit a written statement in support of it.

As you likely know, the Second Infantry Division of the United States Army was established in
1917 and has a storied history, with its members serving on the frontlines of major wars and
conflicts to protect our nation and our allies. The “Indianhead” Division also holds the
distinction of being the only U.S. Army Division to have Korean military personnel seconded to
them to serve alongside and under the command of U.S. military personnel. This Korean
Augmentation to the United States Army (KATUSA) was started in 1950 by General Douglas
McArthur and continues to this day.

The Second Division Memorial (the Memorial) is located in Washington, DC, at the southwest
corner of President’s Park on the Ellipse. The Memorial was first dedicated in 1936 to honor the
members of the Second Infantry Division who sacrificed their lives in service to our nation
during World War 1. Additions were made to the Memorial in 1962 to honor those who fell in
service during World War II and the Korean War.

In 2015, the leadership of the Second Indianhead Division Association Scholarship and
Memorials Foundation (the Foundation) approached me to request legislation to allow
modifications to the Memorial to honor the Second Infantry Division soldiers who lost their lives
in service at the Korean Demilitarized Zone, in Iraq, and in Afghanistan. Congress enacted this



legislation in 2017, requiring all funding to come from non-federal sources and starting the
seven-year authorization clock under the CWA.

Unfortunately, the seven years since 2017 have been anything but typical. We faced an
unprecedented pandemic in 2020 that took years to recover from. The pandemic changed our
lives in many ways; for the Foundation, it became impossible to raise funds for modifications to
the Memorial and necessitated an extension of its statutory authorization.

That is what my legislation, S. 1353 in the 119th Congress, will accomplish. The bill provides a
new seven-year authorization for the Foundation to raise funds to make modifications to the
Memorial. My legislation does not seek any special treatment or change any other aspect of the
underlying 2017 law, but it would ensure the Foundation does not have to start over in their
mission to honor the fallen from the Second Infantry Division.

At the time of this statement, S. 1353 is pending before the Senate Energy and Natural Resources
Committee. I have requested the committee hold a legislative hearing on the bill and hope that
will be scheduled soon so we can expeditiously advance it into law.

I greatly appreciate the National Capital Memorial Advisory Commission’s consideration of S.
1353 and everything you do to facilitate commemorative works in Washington, DC and its
environs. At your convenience, my staff and I would be pleased to discuss this measure and
answer any questions you may have about it.

Thank you again for this opportunity.
Sincerely,

L Notrntc

Lisa Murkowski
United States Senator



