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Hello! My name is Raya Kenney, and I am the Executive Director of the World War I1
Women’s Memorial Foundation. Our mission is to establish a monument to the more than 18
million women who worked on the home front during WWII. Thank you for this opportunity to
testify in support of the World War I Women's Memorial Location Act (S.1088/H.R.2290).

This initiative began more than a decade ago with a 5th-grade school project. My teacher
asked me to build a model monument dedicated to someone or something that hadn’t been
commemorated in Washington, DC. Having just watched A League of Their Own, a film about
the women who stepped “up to the plate” so to speak, to keep baseball in American lives during
WWIL, I was inspired. After further research, I discovered the millions of women who kept our
factories and farms running, and I decided to center my project around the working
women whose patriotism helped us win WWIL.

The “Rosies,” who hailed from every single state in the union, changed the landscape of
the American workforce and helped secure the Allied victory. Between 1940 and 1945, American
women went from 27 percent to almost 40 percent of the U.S. workforce. They served in over 80
different jobs as coders, pilots, lumberjacks, engineers, military equipment manufacturers, and
more. Many of the Veterans I traveled with to Normandy last year spoke in loud praise of the
women who produced their bullets, vests, and munitions. Based on my research about these
formidable women, I built a model monument using wood, concrete, fake grass, and a little silver
pen. After seeing the completed model, my teacher encouraged me to pursue the memorial.

Over the next several years, I reached out to the National Park Service, the National
Capital Planning Commission, elected officials, historians, and others to advocate for the
memorial and learn about the process established by the Commemorative Works Act (CWA). In
2016, administrators from the National Park Service told me that the preliminary model design
aligned with their criteria for memorials and encouraged me to pursue its construction. Soon
thereafter, we took a critical step in the process delineated in the CWA by establishing the
Foundation to serve as a sponsor group to introduce the necessary legislation and ultimately
secure funding for the memorial.

After years of advocacy on Capitol Hill, the legislation authorizing the Foundation to
establish the WWII Women’s Memorial in Washington, DC, was enacted in 2022. We were
thrilled and I was honored to have had the opportunity to testify before this Commission in
support of that legislation while it was being considered.

We then began considering the most appropriate location for this work within our nation’s

capital. After a significant amount of research, we determined that the location with the strongest
thematic and historical nexus for the WWII Women’s Memorial is either just adjacent to the
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WWII Memorial or slightly northwest of the WWII Memorial in Constitution Gardens where the
“government girls” worked in temporary munitions buildings during the war, performing
essential tasks like managing records and analyzing information to support the war effort. Just as
the Vietham Women’s Memorial was dedicated yards away from the Vietnam Veterans Memorial
to pay tribute to the women who served, I believe the Rosie Memorial should be dedicated
within walking distance of the WWII Memorial, given the strong nexus. While the National Mall
includes a memorial to the men who served in WWII, it notably lacks a prominent

work honoring the service and sacrifice of American civilian women during WWIL. This
memorial would help to complete the story of WWII on the National Mall.

That is why we are seeking your support for, and the enactment of S.1088/H.R.2290 to
make the memorial eligible to be built within Area I or the Reserve. Last Congress, this
legislation garnered more than 60 bipartisan cosponsors in the House. And on March 24 this
year, Senators Shaheen (D-NH) and Blackburn (R-TN), together with Representatives Dingell
(D-MI) and Fulcher (R-ID), reintroduced the legislation on a bipartisan, bicameral basis. The bill
is already gaining momentum with over 20 cosponsors to date.

I must note that we have carefully crafted the legislation to facilitate an open and
collaborative site selection discussion with this body. To that end, the World War I1 Women's
Memorial Location Act states that the memorial “may be located on the National Mall,” as
opposed to “shall be located on the National Mall.” This approach would allow the Foundation
to work with you on site selection and not dictate the area of the site. Our ultimate goal is to
collaborate with the key stakeholders to find the best possible space with a strongly rooted
historical connection for this memorial of preeminent and lasting significance.

While the design will not be officially considered, refined, and approved until later in the
process, I’d like to share the Foundation’s current thinking for context. Importantly, the memorial
as currently envisioned would be relatively small in size, less than one-quarter of an acre, and
unobtrusive to the national landscape. We imagine short granite pillars constructed in the shape
of a V, which symbolizes victory and was a formation commonly used at baseball games and
assemblies during WWII. These pillars—representing the women’s roles as pillars of
strength and the backbone of the war effort—would be etched with the titles of the industries that
Rosies worked within during the war. The memorial is intended to offer space for reflection and
interaction, allowing visitors to sit within the raised V and reflect on the contributions and impact
of the Rosies. With its modest scale, it is akin to the George Mason Memorial or even the
Kennedy Flame in Arlington Cemetery. Small—but impactful.

Swift action to establish the memorial is vital. Many of our Rosies are celebrating their
100th birthdays and beyond. I talked with the late Phyllis Gould, a Rosie who worked as a
welder at Kaiser Shipyards during WWII. She explained that when the Rosies are honored for
their service, she “want[s] it to be something permanent because [...] these women [...] did
every job that was vacated by a guy going into the service.” My dearest friend, Mae Krier, now
99, worked on the B-17 and B-29 planes during WWII and remains an advocate for the Rosies to
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this day. She has expressed her disappointment that many Americans remain unaware of the
Rosies’ impact.

Much like today’s veterans, these women were largely forgotten after bravely and
patriotically serving their country, but we cannot allow their stories to be lost. As then-General
Eisenhower recounted, “The contribution of the women of America, whether on the farm or in
the factory or in uniform, to D-Day was a sine qua non [or necessary for]...the invasion effort.”
Today, as we near the 80th anniversary of the end of the war, it is time to ensure the stories of the
American women of WWII are eternally etched into our collective memory.

Thank you for inviting me here today to testify about this important memorial and the
legislation that is critical to bring it to life in its rightful place. Thank you for allowing me to
highlight these women and for supporting this project. And, lastly, thank you to the Rosies for
allowing me to share and preserve their history. If there’s one thing I’ve learned from these
women, it’s that when we work together, we can do it.

Thank you.
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