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Chairman, Members of the Commission: 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit written testimony in support of S.858, the Hershel “Woody” 

Williams National Medal of Honor Monument Location Act. This bill reflects the best of what our country 

stands for—service, sacrifice, patriotism—and would authorize the placement of the National Medal of 

Honor Monument on the National Mall, near the Lincoln Memorial. 

 

When I arrived in the United States Senate, I knew my first legislative act had to be one that unites people 

around the shared values that my fellow West Virginians and I hold dear. I could think of no better way to 

do that than to lead this effort to honor the recipients of our nation’s highest military award for valor in 

combat, the Medal of Honor. 

 

The Monument that this legislation would authorize is long overdue. While our nation’s capital is filled 

with monuments honoring presidents, commemorating military leaders, and remembering historical 

events, there is no national monument dedicated solely to the collective heroism of all Medal of Honor 

recipients. This Monument would correct that, giving Americans from all backgrounds a place to reflect 

on the meaning of courage, integrity, and service above self. 

 

Our nation’s Medal of Honor recipients come from every walk of life and have fought in every major U.S. 

conflict since the Civil War. The Medal of Honor tells the story of America through the selfless acts of 

those who served it at the highest level. 

 

The bill is named in honor of Hershel “Woody” Williams, a proud native of West Virginia, who was the 

last surviving Medal of Honor recipient from World War II until his passing in 2022. Woody's heroism at 

the Battle of Iwo Jima, where he single-handedly cleared enemy pillboxes under intense fire, is the kind 

of story that should live forever—not just in history books but also in the hearts and minds of every 

American who visits the National Mall. 

 

Like other Medal of Honor recipients, Woody’s contributions didn’t end on the battlefield. For decades 

after the war, he championed the cause of veterans and their families, establishing more than 100 Gold 

Star Families Memorial Monuments across the United States. His life exemplifies what the Medal of 

Honor represents in both combat and in service to others. This bill bears his name because he stands as a 

symbol of the broader Medal of Honor community of 3,528 recipients, including the 61 who are still with 

us today. 

 

Placing the Monument on the National Mall is both appropriate and necessary. The Mall is our nation’s 

most symbolic civic space and is visited by millions each year from around the world. Locating the 

Monument there ensures that future generations will encounter not only the names of historic leaders but 

also the stories of Americans who acted with uncommon valor when it mattered most. 

 



This Monument is intended to be modest in scale, respectful in design, and powerful in message. It will 

complement the character of the Reserve, offering a unifying reminder of the best our nation has to offer. 

 

In 2021, Congress unanimously authorized the National Medal of Honor Monument to be established in 

the Washington, D.C. area. In January of this year, the House of Representatives passed the companion 

legislation to my bill by a vote of 414–0. S.858 is the final step in this process. As we approach Memorial 

Day, we have an opportunity to finish this work and deliver a legacy project that honors the lives and 

sacrifices of these extraordinary Americans. 

 

I respectfully urge the Commission to give its full support to this legislation. By building the National 

Medal of Honor Monument on the National Mall, we not only preserve history—we inspire the future. 

 

Thank you for your consideration. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jim Justice 

United States Senator (WV) 

 


