
  

 

 

 

 
 

April 29, 2025 
 
 
National Capital Memorial Advisory Commission 
1100 Ohio Drive, SW 
Washington, DC 20242 
 
Dear Chairwoman Tammy Stidham,  
 
I write today on behalf of the Trust for the National Mall to register our enthusiastic support to establish 
the Women’s Suffrage National Monument in Constitution Gardens.   
 
Constitution Gardens is the land between the Washington Monument and Lincoln Memorial, bound by 
Constitution Avenue to the north and the Reflecting Pool to the south. Before the McMillan 
Commission’s 1901 plans, the land was completely submerged beneath the Potomac River. The Army 
Corps of Engineers dredged the area in the beginning of the 20th century. During World War I, the land 
was home to temporary Navy offices, which remained there until 1970. During the bicentennial 
restoration of the National Mall, Constitution Gardens was chosen as the ideal space for a quiet oasis 
from the bustling city. The 52-acre park was officially dedicated in 1976. Then, ten years later, 
President Reagan proclaimed Constitution Gardens a “living legacy tribute” to the Constitution on 
September 17, 1986 in honor of the Constitution's bicentennial. 
 
Today the park is a quiet, unassuming space that sits amidst the backdrop of the nation’s most iconic 
monuments and memorials. But the work required to revitalize Constitution Gardens is significant –, 
built in haste in 1976, today, Constitution Gardens is underutilized by visitors, environmentally 
unsustainable, and costly to maintain.  
 
The Trust for the National Mall and the National Park Service have embarked on an ambitious plan to 
restore Constitution Gardens, inspired by the 250th anniversary of American independence in 2026. 
Our plans will allow Constitution Gardens to gain its rightful prominence on the National Mall as a 
vibrant, engaging, ecologically sound urban park that welcomes visitors to gather and learn, and 
properly honors the founding of our nation.  
 
To that end, the Trust for the National Mall is fully supportive of the efforts of the Women's Suffrage 
National Monument Foundation to establish the Women's Suffrage National Monument in the western 
section of Constitution Gardens. We believe the monument will be a compatible and welcome addition 
to our approved design, and will serve to further enhance the visitor experience in Constitution 
Gardens. We look forward to collaborating with the National Park Service and the Women’s Suffrage 
National Monument Foundation to provide a one-of-a-kind destination on the National Mall. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 

Catherine Townsend 
President and CEO 
Trust for the National Mall 
 


