
    
 

   
 

             

       

              

                

                

   

 

              

                  

           

                

           

 

              

                 

                  

                

                 

   

 

                   

                

                

                 

             

              

               

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

Notice of Realty Action for Proposed Exchange of Federally-owned lands for privately- owned 

lands located in Grafton County, New Hampshire. 

I. The following described Federally-owned land which was acquired by the National Park 

Service has been determined to be suitable for disposal by exchange. The authority for this 

exchange is the National Trails System Act of 1968 (P.L. 90-543, 82 Stat. 919, 16 U.S.C. §1241-

1251, as amended). 

The selected Federal land is within the boundary of the Appalachian National Scenic Trail 

(APPA) and is not required for inclusion into that park unit area. The NPS has completed all 

compliance documentation and consultations required under applicable federal laws and policies 

related to this action. These documents are available upon request. There are no wetlands or 

floodplains on the Federal and non-Federal lands contemplated to be exchanged. 

The Federally owned-property to be exchanged is identified as APPA Tract No. 196-01A, which 

is a 323.3+/- acre fee parcel of land located in the Town of Lyme, Grafton County, New 

Hampshire, and is a portion of the same land acquired by the United States of America by deed 

recorded in Deed Book 1956, Page 975 in the Register of Deeds of Grafton County, New 

Hampshire. Conveyance of the land by the United States of America will be done by a 

Quitclaim Deed. 

II. In exchange for the land identified in Paragraph I the United States of America will acquire a 

16.66+/- acre parcel of land identified as Tract No. 196-16, a 116.91+/- acre parcel of land 

identified as Tract No. 195-34, a 93.75+/- acre parcel of land identified as 196-15A, and a 

5.02+/- acre parcel of land identified as Tract No. 196-15B, all of which are currently owned by 

the Bear Hill Conservancy Trust (BHCT) and located along the Appalachian National Scenic 

Trail corridor in the Town of Lyme, Grafton County, New Hampshire. Acquisition of these 

private lands will consolidate Federal lands and interests along the Appalachian Trail. The lands 



are being acquired in fee simple with no reservations, subject only to rights of way and 

easements of record. 

The values of the properties exchanged have been determined by current fair market value 

appraisals. The value of the land or interests in land to be conveyed by the United States to 

BHCT is less than the value of the land or interests in land to be conveyed by the BHCT to the 

United States. To equalize value, the United States will include a cash equalization payment 

with its land to be exchanged. 

Detailed information concerning this exchange, including precise legal descriptions, land 

protection plans, and other materials concerning compliance with applicable Federal laws are 

available online at: https://parkplanning.nps.gov/bhc-lex-nh. 

For a period of 45 calendar days from the date of publication of this notice or its transmittal, 

interested parties may submit comments at: https://parkplanning.nps.gov/bhc-lex-nh or by mail 

to Realty Officer, National Trails Land Resources Program Center, 216B Viking Way, 

Martinsburg, WV 25401. All timely comments will be evaluated and this action may be 

modified or vacated accordingly. This realty action is also subject to Congressional oversight 

and review. In the absence of any action to modify or vacate this realty action resulting from its 

publication, transmittal or Congressional oversight and review, this realty action will become the 

final determination of the Department of the Interior and the proposed exchange will be 

completed in accordance with department and bureau policies. 

Dated: ________________________________ 

                

   

 

              

                   

                     

               

      

 

          

            

     

 

                  

          

            

               

              

                   

             

              

          

 

 
 

       
         
            
        
 

Acting Regional Director 
National Park Service, Interior Region 1 

https://parkplanning.nps.gov/bhc-lex-nh
https://parkplanning.nps.gov/bhc-lex-nh



