
Rock Creek and Potomac Parkway
Multimodal Safety and Operational Improvements Plan/Environmental Assessment

Public Scoping Summary
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Project Background
	▪ The National Park Service (NPS) is developing a 

Multimodal Safety and Operational Improvements 
Plan/Environmental Assessment for Rock Creek and 
Potomac Parkway (RCPP) and a small section of 
Ohio Dr.

	▪ The project corridor spans approximately 3.1 miles, 
from the intersection of RCPP with Shoreham 
Drive NW/Beach Drive NW to the north and 
terminating at the intersection of Ohio Drive SW with 
Independence Avenue/23rd Street SW to the south.

	▪ The northern portion of the project area, extending 
down to Virginia Avenue, is administered by the 
Rock Creek Park (ROCR) NPS unit. The southern 
portion, from Virginia Avenue to the Lincoln Memorial 
and beyond, falls under the administration of the 
National Mall and Memorial Parks (NAMA) unit.

	▪ The Plan will examine:

	- Ending the reversible lane operations

	- Implementing safety and operational 
improvements at four key locations to address 
anticipated traffic impacts resulting from ending 
the reversible lane operations

	- Widening the Rock Creek Park Multi-Use Trail 
between P St and Virginia Ave
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Proposed Concepts
Overview
The proposed concepts would:

	▪ End the reversible lane operations

	▪ Implement the following safety and operational 
improvements to mitigate anticipated traffic 
impacts of ending the reversible lane operations:

	- Add a roundabout on RCPP at Shoreham Dr/
Beach Dr

	- Add a median on RCPP between K St and Q St

	- Add southbound lane(s) on RCPP at Virginia 
Ave

	- Add new traffic control solutions (traffic 
signals and/or a roundabout), implement 
curb realignments, and add new pedestrian 
crossings at Ohio Dr at Potomac River Fwy 
intersection

	▪ Widen the Rock Creek Park Multi-Use Trail 
between P St and Virginia Ave

The engineering feasibility and exact design of the 
proposed concepts will be studied as part of the 
preliminary 15% design process, which includes 
surveying and traffic modeling and analysis.
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RCPP at Shoreham Dr/Beach Dr

Proposed ConceptExisting Conditions
During Two-Way Traffic Operations
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RCPP between K St and Q St

Proposed Concept

Existing Conditions

Dashed double-yellow center line separates two-way traffic

Examples of existing medians along RCPP that could potentially be 
implemented along RCPP near P St 

During Two-Way Traffic Operations
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Rock Creek Park Multi-Use Trail 
(P St to Virginia Ave)

Proposed ConceptExisting Conditions
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RCPP at Virginia Ave
Proposed Concept A

Existing Conditions 

Proposed Concept B

During Two-Way Traffic Operations
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Ohio Dr at Potomac River Fwy/ 
I-66 Ramps

Proposed Concept A

Existing Conditions

Proposed Concept B

Proposed Concept C Proposed Concept D

During Two-Way Traffic 
Operations
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How Can You Submit Comments?
All comments must be submitted through one of the following methods to be part of the official NPS record.

	▪ Online: Submit written comments by May 2, 2025 at https://parkplanning.nps.gov/rockcreekparkway

	▪ Written comments can be mailed to:

Superintendent
Attn: RCPP Multimodal
National Park Service
Rock Creek Park
3545 Williamsburg Lane NW
Washington DC, 20008

	▪ Mailed comments must be postmarked by May 2, 2025 to receive consideration

Please Note: Before including your address, phone number, e-mail address, or other personal 
identifying information in your comment, you should be aware that your entire comment – including 
your personal identifying information – may be made publicly available at any time.  While you can ask 
us in your comment to withhold your personal identifying information from public review, we cannot 
guarantee that we will be able to do so.

https://parkplanning.nps.gov/rockcreekparkway



