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United States Department of the Interior 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

George Washington Memorial Parkway 
700 George Washington Memorial Parkway 

McLean, Virginia 22101 
 

 
March 12, 2025 
 
 

SUBJECT: Public scoping notice for Clara Barton Parkway Cantilever and Glen Echo Overpass 
Environmental Assessment, Montgomery County, Maryland 

 
Dear Sir or Madam – 

 
The National Park Service (NPS) is proposing to rehabilitate and replace of the cantilever structure and 
adjacent retaining walls on Clara Barton Parkway. Additionally, NPS is considering demolition of an 
associated feature, the Glen Echo Overpass. See attached project location map. George Washington 
Memorial Parkway, the NPS administrative unit responsible for the Clara Barton Parkway, will be 
preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA) to comply with the National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA) and to evaluate the potential impacts of the proposed project on the environment and surrounding 
communities. The NPS has also initiated consultation with Maryland Historical Trust (MHT) and 
multiple tribal governments in accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. 
 
CANTILEVER AND RETAINING WALLS 
 
The Maryland segment of the Clara Barton Parkway was constructed between 1957 and 1965. At the 
project location, the terrain is so restrictive that designers used retaining walls and the cantilever structure 
to fit the Clara Barton Parkway between the Chesapeake and Ohio (C&O) Canal and the bluffs leading up 
to Glen Echo and Brookmont. Instead of panoramic views like the George Washington Memorial 
Parkway in Virginia, the Clara Barton Parkway focuses on internal views to historic structures of the 
C&O Canal and the Washington Aqueduct that represent the history of the landscape as an infrastructural 
corridor. 
 
The proposed project involves rehabilitation and replacement of 1,409 feet of a cantilever structure and 
2,048 feet of adjacent retaining walls on the Clara Barton Parkway between Cabin John Parkway and the 
Macarthur Boulevard exit ramp (Figure 1). The cantilever structure has not been rehabilitated since 1992. 
As such, an in-depth study of the concrete cantilever slab and adjacent retaining walls was conducted in 
2020 by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) to determine the level of deterioration and future 
rehabilitation or reconstruction needs. Testing indicated that the cantilever structure and retaining walls 
are exhibiting widespread deterioration. Corrosion of the reinforcing steel has begun and is likely to 
worsen. FHWA estimated the useful remaining service life of the structure was approximately five years 
from completion of the study.  
 
A subsequent inspection in October 2023 confirmed the timeline of the estimated remaining service life, 
and as such, the FHWA has recommended action be taken. Otherwise, widespread corrosion of the steel 
will reduce the load-carrying capacity of the cantilever structure and severely impact its structural 
integrity. If action is not taken, the NPS may be required to implement weight restrictions on the Clara 
Barton Parkway or completely close the inside northbound and southbound lanes to traffic for safety. This 
would cause substantial traffic impacts, as the Clara Barton Parkway is an essential thoroughfare in the 
area with approximately 40,000 daily users. Photographs of the cantilever structure from northbound and 
southbound Clara Barton Parkway are attached to this letter.  
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The NPS, with support from FHWA, evaluated several concepts to either rehabilitate or replace the 
cantilever structure and retaining walls during an internal workshop in December 2024. The workshop 
consisted of choosing a recommended concept considering both monetary and non-monetary factors, and 
culminated in the identification of a recommended replacement concept for the cantilever structure.  
 
Under the recommended concept, the existing retaining wall and footing would remain in place to 
mitigate soil movement during construction. The existing cantilever slab would be removed and a new 
replacement retaining wall would be constructed adjacent to the west side of the existing wall. 
Afterwards, a narrower cantilevered slab would be installed on top of the structure. See attached graphic 
of the recommended replacement concept. 
 
GLEN ECHO OVERPASS 

 
The Glen Echo overpass was built in 1961 as part of the later abandoned plan to expand the Clara Barton 
Parkway to four travel lanes inbound into Washington, DC. As the parkway expansion never came to 
fruition, the structure has remained unused by traffic since its completion. The overpass crosses over the 
northbound lane of the Clara Barton Parkway but is unconnected to the surrounding roadway network. 
The bridge is deteriorating and as such, the NPS is evaluating whether demolition is appropriate because 
the bridge requires regular inspections and maintenance and is likely to require costly rehabilitation if left 
in place. Photographs of the Glen Echo Overpass from northbound Clara Barton Parkway and from the 
bridge deck are attached to this letter. 
 
YOU’RE INVITED! 
 
The NPS is inviting public comment regarding potential impacts on cultural and environmental resources 
that should be considered during the planning processes. I encourage you to participate, as engaging with 
you is a critical part of our preliminary engineering and planning process. Your feedback will be used to 
refine project designs and to support the analysis of environmental impacts in the EA. Anyone interested 
in learning more about the project and providing input can participate in the following ways: 
 

• Virtual public meeting: The NPS will host a virtual public meeting on Wednesday, March 19, 2025, 
at 6:30 p.m. EST using GoToWebinar. The meeting will last approximately 1.5‐hours and there will 
be an opportunity to submit questions. You do not need to pre‐register for the meeting.  

  
At the time of the meeting, click here to join on your computer or mobile device and enter the 

 Webinar ID 490-176-803 and your email. If you do not have GoToWebinar you will be prompted 
 to install a small file to your computer or download the app on your mobile device.  

  
You can call into the meeting (no video) using the toll-free phone number 1-877-309-2074 and 

 Phone Webinar ID: 674-488-941.  
  

• Online: You can submit comments online or view additional information at 
https://parkplanning.nps.gov/clbacantilever. Comments are requested by April 16, 2025. The public 
meeting recording will be posted at this site for you to review if you are not able to attend the live 
session. 

• Mail: Mail your written comments postmarked by April 16, 2025, to:  
  
Superintendent  
Attn: Clara Barton Parkway Cantilever  
700 George Washington Memorial Parkway  
McLean, VA 22101 

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/8729674168353604952
https://parkplanning.nps.gov/clbacantilever
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Thank you for your interest and participation in this planning process. We look forward to your comments 
and appreciate your feedback on the Clara Barton Parkway Cantilever and Glen Echo Overpass EA. If 
you have any questions or would like to request additional information, please send an email to 
GWMP_Superintendent@nps.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Jennifer Madello, Superintendent 
George Washington Memorial Parkway 
 
Attachments: Photos, Project Location Map, Recommended Replacement Concept Graphic 
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Photo: Cantilever structure from southbound Clara Barton Parkway 

Photo: Cantilever structure from northbound Clara Barton Parkway 
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Photo: Glen Echo Overpass from northbound Clara Barton Parkway (Source: Google Street View) 

 

 

Photo: Glen Echo Overpass from bridge deck
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