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The National Park Service (NPS) is seeking your
input to inform the development of a feasibility
study for the Buckeye Trail in the state of Ohio.
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Background

National Park Service
e The NPS is a bureau of the Department of the Interior.

e The national park system includes 430+ units (over 85 million
acres).

e These areas include national parks, monuments, battlefields,
military parks, historical parks, historic sites, lakeshores,
seashores, recreation areas, scenic rivers and trails, and the
White House.

e The NPS also administers national historic trails and national
scenic trails.
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Background What are National Scenic Trails?

Designated routes that traverse some of the
most breathtaking landscapes in the United
States, are 100 miles or longer, continuous, and
primarily nonmotorized

Recognized for their outstanding scenic, natural,
and recreational values, often showcasing
diverse ecosystems, picturesque vistas, and
cultural heritage along their paths

Provide unique opportunities for hiking, biking,
and experiencing nature. Often intersect with
local communities and may provide economic
benefits through tourism
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Background

e Currently, there are 11
national scenic trails.

Continental Divide

Potomac Heritage Pacific NW

Florida

Pacific Crest

Department of the Interior

New England

North Country
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Quick Facts About This Study

This study only presents information to decision-
makers. It does NOT result in a decision.

Only Congress can decide whether to designate the
trail as a national scenic trail (NST).

Designating a NST does NOT affect property rights.

Designating a NST does NOT result in the NPS
taking over management of the trail.

Congress would designate a federal agency/agencies

to “administer” the trail. This may or may not be the
NPS.

Trail “administration” is different than
“management.”
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Background

The US Congress directed the NPS to study the
Buckeye Trail as a potential national scenic trail

What Is the Buckeye Trail?
Trail building began in 1959

Currently a system of trails extending approximately
1,454 miles from Lake Erie to the Ohio River

Passes through farmlands, Appalachian hills, bluegrass
prairie, and geologically interesting areas

The Buckeye Trail Association, a nonprofit organization,
manages and maintains the trall

The North County National Scenic Trail (NOCO) uses
approximately 65% of the Buckeye Trail’s route
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Study Purpose

What Is the Purpose of
a National Trail Feasibility
Study?

e National trail feasibility studies are
authorized by Congress

e They determine an area’s feasibility
and suitability for designation as a
component of the national trails
system

Department of the Interior
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Study Process

Congress ]

e In 2022, Congress

authorized the study
(Public Law 117-328).

. Department of the Interior

e The Secretary of the
Interior tasks the NPS
with determining the
feasibility and
suitability of
designating the
Buckeye Trail as a
National Scenic Trail.
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e The NPS
completes
feasibility
study within
3 years.
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Study Process

National Trails System Act guidance for conducting
feasibility studies is founded on two overarching questions:

1. whether or not it is physically possible to develop a trail along the
route being studied

whether developing the trail is financially feasible and desirable for the
public interest
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Study Process

The National Park Service will use the following criteria
outlined in the National Trail System Act to evaluate whether
the Buckeye Trail is feasible and suitable for national scenic
trail designation:

. Trail route (maps and illustrations)
. Adjacent areas (scenic, historic, natural cultural, development)
. Characteristics worthy of designation as a national scenic trail

. Landownership status (and current potential use along the route)

. Estimated costs of land acquisition (or interests in land, if any)
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Study Process

The National Park Service will use criteria outlined in the
National Trail System Act to evaluate whether the Buckeye
Trail is feasible and suitable for national scenic trail
designation (continued):

6. Plans and cost for developing and maintaining the trail

7. Proposed federal administering agency

8. Extent of participation in administration and land acquisitions (state, its
political subdivisions, public, and private organizations)

9. Relative uses of the lands involved (data on expected visitor days for
segments of the trail and for its entire length, number of months open for
recreation, economic and social benefits, civilian employment and expenditures for
maintenance, supervision, and regulation)
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Study Process

.S. Department of the Interior

e The NPS
Director
transmits the
study to
Secretary of the
Interior.
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e There is no time
the Interior frame or

transmits the guarantee of

findings and a congressional

recommendation action.

to Congress. e Congress may
or may not
designate.
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How to Participate

Learn more about the study process and stay updated by visiting:

https://parkplanning.nps.gov/buckeyetrailfs

You are invited to send us thoughts and comments through
February 19th, 2025.
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Let Us Know the Following

How do you use the Buckeye Trail? For example, do you have a favorite time of
year to recreate on the trail? How often do you use the trail? Do you use it to
commute, hike, bike, or enjoy other activities?

Do you have information you can share regarding places or amenities on or
near the trail that are important to you?

How do you think proposed designation of this route as a national scenic trail

would affect you and your community? Do you have concerns? What benefits

do you see?
s there anything else you want the study team to know about the Buckeye Trall

route and sites associated or adjacent to it?

The information gathered will be used to inform the study!
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How to Participate
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You are invited to send us thoughts and comments through
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