Buckeye National Scenic Trail Feasibility Study

Trail Study FAQ

The National Park Service Launches Buckeye National Scenic Trail
Feasibility Study

A forested trail segment in the existing Buckeye Trail system

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THIS FEASIBILITY STUDY?

As directed by Congress in Public Law 117-328 and tasked by the Secretary of the Interior, the
National Park Service (NPS) is studying the feasibility and suitability of designating the Buckeye
Trail as a national scenic trail. The feasibility study assesses key characteristics of the trail that
Congress will consider in a decision whether to designate the Buckeye Trail as a national scenic
trail. This assessment starts with considering two fundamental factors—whether or not it is
physically possible to develop a trail along the study route and whether developing the trail is
financially feasible and desirable for the public interest. The study then evaluates the route based
on nine criteria outlined in the National Trails System Act of 1968 (see below for feasibility
criteria).

WHAT IS THE NATIONAL TRAILS SYSTEM?

The National Trails System Act of 1968, as amended, calls for establishing trails in both urban
and rural settings for people of all ages, interests, skills, and physical abilities. The national trails
system promotes the enjoyment and appreciation of trails while encouraging greater public
access. The system includes national scenic trails (11), national historic trails (21), and national



recreation trails (1,300), as well as connecting trails, water trails, and one geologic trail. The
national trails system provides for the ever-increasing outdoor recreation needs of an expanding
population. It promotes the preservation, public access to, travel within, and enjoyment and
appreciation of the open-air, outdoor areas, and historic resources of the United States.

NATIONAL SCENIC TRAILS

Intended to showcase our country’s spectacular natural resources and beauty, national scenic
trails are routes of outstanding recreational opportunity. These routes are primarily
nonmotorized continuous trail and extend for 100 miles or more. The routes traverse beautiful
terrain and connect communities, significant landmarks, and public lands. Currently, there are
11 designated national scenic trails: Appalachian, Arizona, Continental Divide, Florida, Ice Age,
Natchez Trace, New England, North Country, Pacific Crest, Pacific Northwest, and Potomac
Heritage.

NATIONAL HISTORIC TRAILS

National historic trails paint a colorful picture of our nation’s diverse history. These trails follow
past routes of exploration, migration, struggle, trade, and military action. National historic trails
offer the opportunity to retrace these past events through historic sites, points of interests, trail
segments, and waterways.

NATIONAL RECREATION TRAILS

National recreation trails are existing trails that provide close-to-home recreation opportunities
on federal, state and local lands. National recreation trail designation promotes some of our
country’s highest-caliber trails, with the intention of providing recreation access to rural and
urban communities, economic development through tourism, and healthy recreation
opportunities. National recreation trails are recognized by the federal government, with the
consent of any federal, state, Tribal, local, nonprofit, or private entity having jurisdiction over
these lands. Today, almost 1,300 of these trails have been designated throughout the country.
They are located in all 50 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. Eligible trails must be
complete, well designed and maintained, and open to the public.

IS THE BUCKEYE TRAIL ALREADY A NATIONAL TRAIL BECAUSE OF ITS ASSOCIATION
WITH THE NORTH COUNTRY NATIONAL SCENIC TRAIL?

No, at least not the contiguous loop formed by the Buckeye Trail system. Approximately 70% of
the Buckeye Trail is used by a section of the North Country National Scenic Trail. The Buckeye
Trail route described in the 2023 Omnibus Bill (Public Law 117-328, Consolidated
Appropriations Act) is a system of trails extending approximately 1,454 miles from Lake Erie to
the Ohio River, through the farmland of northwest Ohio, the hills of Appalachia, the Black Hand
sandstone cliffs of the Hocking Hills region, and circling through the Bluegrass region of
southwest Ohio.



ONCE THE STUDY IS COMPLETE, DOES THE BUCKEYE TRAIL AUTOMATICALLY
BECOME A NATIONAL SCENIC TRAIL?

No. Only Congress can establish a national scenic trail through legislation. The completed
feasibility study provides an informational analysis to Congress for use at their discretion. Study
findings are nonbinding. If the feasibility study results in a positive finding and a
recommendation from the Secretary of the Interior that the Buckeye Trail warrants inclusion in
the national trails system, then Congress may or may not act on the recommendation. There is
no time frame for legislative action.

WHAT CRITERIA ARE USED TO DETERMINE THE FEASIBILITY AND SUITABILITY OF
DESIGNATION AS A NATIONAL SCENIC TRAIL?

Before establishing a trail, Congress typically directs the Secretary of the Interior or the
Secretary of Agriculture to study the route for potential inclusion in the system. The studies
objectively evaluate the nine criteria for inclusion as set forth by the National Trails System Act
of 1968 (https://go.nps.gov/1wicv2) (see section 5(b)), and also listed here:

1. the proposed route of the trail (including maps and illustrations)

2. areas adjacent to such trails to be used for scenic, historic, natural, cultural, or
developmental purposes

3. the characteristics which, in the judgment of the appropriate secretary, make the
proposed trail worthy of designation as a national scenic trail

the current status of land ownership and current potential use along the designated route
estimated costs of acquisition of land or interests in land if any
plans for developing and maintaining the trail and the cost thereof

the proposed federal administering agency

N

the extent to which a state or its political subdivisions and public and private
organizations might reasonably be expected to participate in acquiring the necessary
lands and in the administration thereof

9. therelative uses of the lands involved, including the number of anticipated visitor-days
for the entire length (as well as individual segments) of the trail, economic and social
benefits from alternate land uses, and manpower impacts of the proposed trail

WHEN WILL | LEARN THE RESULTS OF THE STUDY?

The National Trails System Act of 1968 requires that feasibility studies be completed within
three complete fiscal years of authorization. The National Park Service began the study in fall
2023 and, upon completion, will share it with the Department of the Interior for review and
approval before the study’s transmittal to Congress. The date of transmittal is not known;
however, the National Park Service will publicly release a study report after it has been
transmitted to Congress.


https://go.nps.gov/1wicv2

HOW CAN | PARTICIPATE?

ONLINE

To submit comments and learn more, visit the project website at
https://parkplanning.nps.gov/buckeyetrailfs and click “Open for Comment.” Comments will be

accepted from January 6 to February 19, 2025.

IN-PERSON PUBLIC MEETINGS

The National Park Service will hold public meetings to present an update on the study and
answer questions. Meeting dates, times, and locations are listed below, with more information
posted in advance at https://parkplanning.nps.gov/buckeyetrailfs.

January 13, 2025

4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. — Cuyahoga Valley National Park
Hines Hill Conference Center

1403 West Hines Hill Road

Peninsula, OH 44264

January 14, 2025

4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. - Henry County Hospital Heller Community Room
1600 E. Riverview

Napoleon, OH 43545

January 15, 2025

4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. —- Dayton Aviation Heritage National Historical Park,
Huffman Prairie Flying Field Interpretive Center

2380 Memorial Road

Dayton, OH 45433

January 16, 2025

4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. — Digital Futures Building, Level 1 Conference Room
3080 Exploration Avenue

Room 140

Cincinnati, OH 45206

January 17, 2025

3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. — Athens Community Center, Rooms B and C
701 E. State Street

Athens, OH 45701

VIRTUAL PUBLIC MEETING

January 23, 2025
5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. EST


https://parkplanning.nps.gov/buckeyetrailfs
https://parkplanning.nps.gov/buckeyetrailfs

Check the project website for the meeting link:
https://parkplanning.nps.gov/buckeyetrailfs



https://parkplanning.nps.gov/buckeyetrailfs
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