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A Vision for the Future

Gates of the Arctic National Park and Preserve is one of
the nation’s premiere wilderness areas, protecting 8.4
million acres of free-flowing rivers, glaciated valleys, and
rugged peaks in the central Brooks Range. Since “Gates”
was established in 1980, the National Park Service (NPS)
has worked to protect the area and provide opportunities
for residents and visitors to enjoy this special landscape.
As we look forward, there are a variety of potential
impacts to the park’s natural and cultural resources and
visitor experience. These include plans for roads and
access in the region to support of oil, gas, and mineral
development, along with improvements for the nearby
Dalton Highway. New lands have been included within
the park because of a land exchange with the community
of Anaktuvuk Pass. Subsistence and recreational use
patterns are changing as climate and economic shifts
occur.

This winter a NPS planning team is beginning work

on amending the park’s 24-year-old management

plan. The purpose of a general management plan is to
guide management of the park’s resources, visitors,

and facilities. These plans provide a vision for resource
preservation and visitor use that best achieve the
National Park Service’s mandate to preserve resources
unimpaired for the enjoyment of future generations. The
Gates of the Arctic National Park and Preserve General
Management Plan Amendment will provide direction for
stewardship of the park’s wilderness. It will also include
a wilderness study, which will consider whether or not
additional lands within the park should be proposed for
wilderness designation.

We invite your participation in this planning effort.
Sharing your ideas and concerns for management of
Gates of the Arctic National Park and Preserve will

help to guide the planning process. If you live in the

area, please come to one of the open houses we will be
holding this winter where you can learn more about the
general management planning process, meet the planning
team, and share your views on the future of the park. The
locations and dates for the Anchorage and Fairbanks
open houses are included in this newsletter. Additional
meetings will be held in communities near the park.

In addition to the open houses, you can e-mail your
views to or through the NPS
planning website at

(click on “General Management Plan - Gates of the
Arctic National Park and Preserve” and then “Open
for Public Comment”). Alternatively, you can mail

the comment response form that is enclosed in this
newsletter.

I appreciate your interest in Gates of the Arctic National
Park and Preserve and look forward to participating with
you in charting the future of this spectacular area.
Sincerely,

Greg Dudgeon

Superintendent

Gates of the Arctic National Park and Preserve
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HOW TO BE INVOLVED?

Your ideas and concerns for managing the park are
welcomed and encouraged! Comments can be sent by mail,
shared at an open house, or submitted electronically (email
address listed below). Please consider the questions listed
on the enclosed comment form in addition to any other
thoughts and ideas. Receiving your input before March 29,
2010, will allow us to learn from you before we continue
with the planning for the General Management Plan
Amendment. Thank you.

Complete the electronic version of the comment form on
the web at (click on
“General Management Plan - Gates of the Arctic National
Park and Preserve” and then “Open for Public Comment”).

You can provide your comments (verbally or in writing) at
the upcoming open houses. We invite you to attend one of
the open house or village meetings to talk with the planning
team firsthand about your ideas, comments, and questions.
The open house schedule is listed on the back.

Gates of the Arctic National Park

and Preserve - GMP Amendment

Fairbanks Administrative Center, 4175 Geist Road,
Fairbanks, AK 99709

Gaar_Planning@nps.gov




GATES OF THE ARCTIC NATIONAL PARK AND PRESERVE
GMP AMENDMENT
FAIRBANKS ADMINISTRATIVE CENTER
4175 GEisT RoAD
FarBanks, AK 99709-9990
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