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What Is the St. Croix National Scenic Riverway?

* Established in 1968 as one of the original 8
wild and scenic rivers; a component of the
National Wild and Scenic Rivers System (WSR)
and unit of the national park system (NPS).

MINNESOTA

« Today, 255 miles of the St. Croix " 6
and Namekagon Rivers are protected under | s
the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act (WSRA), and WISCONSIN

230 are managed by the NPS.

* The NPS owns 50 of the approximately 70

landings along the Riverway and manages C : il
approximately 150 primitive shoreline =
campsites. ' ' :
Vigitor C R
. . . 2 ;l\'::;‘\:{l'{ .I:iri:f:l'li!l'ﬁ'l B i I 'I= : 11;'. | ':4’.- @
e ~40 commercial use authorization holders ' o

operate on the Riverway.
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What Is the St. Croix National Scenic Riverway?

* Purpose of the Riverway: to preserve, protect, and enhance
the values of the St. Croix and Namekagon Rivers and their
immediate environment for the benefit and enjoyment of
present and future generations

* OQutstandingly Remarkable Values: free-flowing condition,
water quality, aquatic, cultural, recreation, riparian, geology,
scenic-aesthetic

* People connect to and use the river in a variety of ways
including fishing and hunting, boating and paddling, hiking
and exploring, bird watching and photography, and much
more
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What Is a Comprehensive River Management Plan? Why Do One?

* A process and plan to guide NPS actions and decisions for long-term management of the 230 miles of the
federally managed area of the Riverway

e Addresses requirements under the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act

* Includes management strategies to address key issues while protecting and enhancing river values




Relationship to Existing Plans

 The comprehensive river management plan
(CRMP) for the St. Croix National
Scenic Riverway will build on existing plans,
updating and carrying forward existing
guidelines when appropriate.

* The CRMP does not replace the
Cooperative Management Plan (2001) but

rather provides specific guidance for NPS lands
on the Riverway.
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Project Timeline and When You Can Participate

Project Start [ Concept Development } Draft Plan Complete Plan
| Anticipated Spring
o o ¢ o o o
March 2023 Fall 2023 - Winter 2024 ~ Anticipated Summer

2025

Listening Share Preliminary Share Draft
Sessions Concepts CRMP and
Compliance

Document




Definitions

 Management areas — Specific areas within the Riverway, each with defined goals
that help guide decisions about resource protection and recreational use.

 Management concepts — Two distinct approaches for managing the Riverway, each
offering a pathway to fulfill the Riverway’s mission. The final approach may combine
elements from both concepts.

 Management strategies — Proposed actions the NPS could take to achieve the
approaches outlined in the management concepts and within the management
areas.
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Land Management Areas: Upper St. Croix and Namekagon Rivers

Natural Land
Management Area

Focused Development
Management Area

Visitors experience a natural setting with minimal signs of
development.

Facilities like landings and campsites blend into the landscape.

Abundant opportunities exist for quiet solitude and outdoor
activities.

Thoughtfully planned development blends into the
environment.

The area has a higher concentration of facilities than the
Natural Land Management Area.

A lively atmosphere with more people and activities exists
while maintaining harmony with nature.




Land Management Areas: Lower St. Croix River (from 2001 CMP)

Small Town Historic
Management Area

Conservation
Management Area

Rural Residential
Management Area

Visitors experience a developed area that maintains a historic
character.

Encounters with other people are common.
Noise levels are moderate, and crowds are minimal.

The shoreline is undisturbed by the few visible signs of
development.

Recreational support facilities are small and limited in number.
Abundant opportunities exist for fishing and wildlife viewing.

Visitors experience a feeling of being on a river in a sparsely
developed landscape.

Visitors no longer encounter large concentrations of
development or people.

Abundant opportunities exist for fishing and wildlife viewing.




Water Management Areas

Active Waters

Management Area

Variable Waters
Management Area

Natural Waters
Management Area

e The area has a moderate presence of people and mostly slow-moving,
motorized boats.

e Visitors can expect noise from others and nearby activities—this area
is not very quiet.

e The area accommodates both motorized and nonmotorized
recreational activities.

* Generally, few visitors engage in low-impact activities.
e Activities include walking, paddling, and some slow motorboating.
e Noise levels and solitude vary; the area is busier during peak times.

e Visitors enjoy peace, quiet, and solitude.
e The area has low noise levels, with few other visitors or boats.
e The area has great wildlife viewing and excellent fishing.




Water Management Areas: Lower St. Croix River (from 2001 CMP)

Active Socia| Recreation e The visitor experience varies between peak and nonpeak times.

e During peak times, large numbers of people and watercraft are present
Ma nagement Area e During nonpeak times, moderate opportunities exist for solitude.

M Oderate ReCreatiOn e Visitors encounter a moderate number of people and watercraft.

e Boat speeds may be strictly controlled in certain places.
M d nagement Area e Noise levels will be moderate. Abundant opportunities exist for fishing.

Natu ra| Wate rs e There is a low number of both users and watercraft and maximum
opportunities for solitude.

Ma nagement Area e Noise levels are consistently low.

Qu|et Wate rs e Experiences vary between peak and nonpeak tlmes. | |
e Watercraft speeds are kept low to preserve the river's tranquil quality.

Management Area * Noise levels are consistently low.
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2023 Listening Session Concern: Camping Management

ﬁ Camping Management

Difficulty securing campsites — Significant issues finding available campsites.
Noncompliance with regulations — Concerns about visitors not following
camping regulations, negatively affecting the environment and overall visitor
experience.

General sentiment — The current state of camping management has led to a
less-than satisfactory experience for visitors.

S o~ Public Feedback Received During Listening Sessions

O Implement a reservation and fee system.

Develop additional shoreline campsites.

Install registration boxes.

Increase law enforcement presence.

Create more separation between water and land access campsites.



Reservation System

* Launch a reservation system and associated fee via
Recreation.gov for all NPS-owned Riverway sites

* This system would help campers secure spots, provide
consistent education on park rules, and support maintenance of
NPS sites

Camping Zones
* Visitors would secure a spot within a camping zone

* This approach allows for flexibility and spontaneity to find a spot,
while ensuring fair site usage




2023 Listening Sessions Concern: Boating Guidelines

‘_ Boat Speed and Wake Size

« Safety and environmental concerns: Boat speeds are raising serious issues for
the Riverway, including concerns about boats not following existing wake laws.

 Expanded use in less-traveled areas: The presence of larger, more powerful
motorboats in previously less-traveled areas is a concern.

L, Public Feedback Received During Listening Sessions

Q * Prohibit motorized travel on the Namekagon River
e Limit motor size and boat speed
* Expand nonmotorized zones
* Regulate access to manage increased boat traffic and protect less-traveled areas




Management Strategy: Boating Guidelines

Concepts for Consideration

 Namekagon River (excluding flowages): No-wake zones,
horsepower limits, and/or restrictions on motorized travel

 Upper St. Croix (Riverside to Gordon): No-wake zones,
horsepower limits, and/or restrictions on motorized travel

 Lower St. Croix River (within 100 feet of shoreline from
Taylors Falls to Arcola Sand Bars): No-wake zones




2023 Listening Sessions: Crowding and Visitor Experience

e ——

Crowding and Visitor Experience

* Public feedback: There are concerns that the large crowds accommodated by
current usage strain the Riverway’s infrastructure, resources, and visitor
experience to an extent that cannot be sustained in the long term.

Public Feedback Received Listening Sessions

* Manage the number of users, which could include changes to commercial
operators.

* Explore options for dedicated commercial use landings and access areas:
Establish dedicated river entry points for commercial use to prevent land damage,
reduce traffic jams, and address public health concerns




Management Strategy: Crowding and Visitor Experience

Maintain Current Operations for Commercial Services

* Any potential expansion of new or existing commercial services
will be evaluated to understand potential impacts before
proceeding

Improvements to Park Infrastructure

* Enhance boat landings to separate commercial and non-
commercial use when feasible to improve visitor experience and
safety




2023 Listening Sessions: Concerns about Hunting and Fishing Regulations

Hunting and Fishing Regulations

* There are concerns about various aspects of hunting and fishing regulations,

including the use of live bait, lead, and specific fishing practices like take limits
and catch-and-release limits.

e Users across both Wisconsin and Minnesota seek balanced regulations that
protect natural resources while providing fair opportunities for recreation.

Public Feedback Received During Listening Sessions

* Ban on lead and live bait: Immediately prohibit lead and live bait, as done in
many other NPS waters.

* Better catch management: Implement measures to manage fish populations

more effectively, including banning treble hooks and barbed hooks, and reduce
bag limits.

e Control deer feeding: Work with the Departments of Natural Resources to
regulate deer feeding near the Riverway.



Management Strategy: Hunting and Fishing

Coordination with WI and MN Departments of Natural
Resources (DNRs)

 The National Park Service will collaborate with the Wisconsin and
Minnesota DNRs to ensure a collaborative approach to fisheries
and wildlife management and regulations across state and
federally managed lands and waters.

Why Are We Exploring This Approach?

* Ensure consistency: Coordination with state DNRs provides
consistent regulations, reducing user confusion and enhancing
enjoyment.

 Balance recreation and wildlife management: Close collaboration
helps align recreational activities with effective wildlife
management practices.




We Want To Hear from Youl!

e Use the comment sheet in the room today.

e Comment online at https://parkplanning.nps.gov/sacnriverplan.

e Send comments via US Mail:

St. Croix National Scenic Riverway
(Attn: Superintendent)

401 N. Hamilton Street

St. Croix Falls, WI 54024



https://parkplanning.nps.gov/sacnriverplan

How to Comment Online
* Visit https://parkplanning.nps.gov/sacnriverplan.

National Park Service

Finda Park | Discover History | Explore Natu GetInvolved =~ Working With Commu

PEPC Home Documents by Park

PROJECTLINKS
St. Croix National Scenic
Riverway Comprehensive
PlaniPIocess River Management Plan

Meeting Notices

Project Home

Saint Croix National Seenic Riverway » St. Croix

Links National Scenic Riverway Comprehensive River

Open For Comment (1)

Acomment period for this
project clogflk Aug 8, 2023
27 Days, Tqours, 55 Min

Management Plan » Document List

The National Park Service (NPS) has embarked on a
planning process to inform future management of the
St. Croix National Scenic Riverway. The comprehensive river management
NPS actions and decisions of the St. Croix and Namekagon rivers for the T
engagement from stakeholders, partners, and the public will help the NPS

The purpose of this comprehensive river management plan is to establish ¢
protect and enhance the values for which the St. Croix National Scenic Rive
component of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System and unit of the &
contain a free-flowing condition, good water quality, and aquatic, cultural, re
aesthetic, and geologic values. This plan identifies river-specific desired co
monitoring and data needs. land and facility development protocols, comms
n 1t practices necessary for and enhancing river values
framework for NPS management decisions

To start, the St. Croix National Scenic Riverway will hold five listening sessi
park. At each session, NPS staff will give a short presentation about the rivi
planning process. Afler the presentation, NPS staff will be at designated stz
gather feedback, and answer questions. The presentation will be the same
session participants' comments will be recorded. However, if you would like
unable to attend a session, the presentation and materials are available for
Comment tab on the left. Public comments will be accepted enline from Jul
presentation will be available beginning July 20th. Additional information an
clicking the Document List tab on the left.

Listening sessions will be held:
Thursday, July 20

Minong Town Hall at W7035 Nancy Lake Road, Minong, WI 54859 from 2:C
at 215 nm

(PEPC) Planning, Environment & Public Comment

National Park Service (PEPC) Planning, Environment & Public Comment

%: National Park Service (PEPC) Planning, Environment & Public Comment

PEPC Home Documents by Park Policy/Guidance Park Planning Search Documen Find a Park Discover History Explore Nature GetInvolved Working With Communities Teachers  Kids About Us

PROJECTLINKS

PEPC Home Documents by Park Policy/Guidance Park Planning Search Documents

Documents Open For Comment

Project Home

PROJECT LINKS

Saint Croix National Scenic Riverway » St. Croix National Scenic Riverway Comprehensive River

Plan Process Management Plan Saint Croix National Scenic Riverway » St. Croix National Scenic Riverway Comprehensive River

Project Home:

Management Plan » Document List » Document Contents

i~

Meeting Notices
The following Documents are currently open for comment Plan Process

Links

SACN Comprehensive River
Management Plan Newsletter

101 10 review and comment: Meeting Notices

Document List @ SACN Comprehen:

River Management Plan N

Links

Document outiines the purpose and need for creating a
comprehensive river management plan, requests public
input, provides dates for public listening sessions in
July of 2023, and provides the questions the Riverway
would like input on.

Open For Comment (1) Document List

Open For Comment (1)

Acom it period for this
project closes Aug 8, 2023
27 Days, 10 Hours, 54 Min

Comment period closes
Aug 8, 2023

Comment Now » Comment Peried: Jul 7, 2023 - Aug &, 2023
at 11:59 PM Mountain Time in

27 Days, 10 Hours, 53 Min ent period closes Aug 8, 2023 at 11:59 PM Mountain Time in:

27 Days, 10 Hours, 53 Min.

Topic Questions:
. What experiences on the St. Croix and Namekagon Rivers are most important to you?

2. What experiences do you want future river users to have when visiting the St. Croix or Namekagon Rivers?
3. What barriers interfere with your desired experience at the St. Croix National Scenic Riverway?
nps.gov EXPERIENCE YOUR AME
% ps.g 4. What could the National Park Service do to address these barriers?
e . _ § 3 5. What river-related issues/topics are most important to you and why?
U.S. Department of the Interior NPS Home  Act ility Privacy Policy FOIA Nofices Disclaimer
6. What is the National Park Service doing well in managing the Riverway?

Document Content:
2} NPS SACN Newsletter 508 updated.pdf (505.7 KB, PDF file)
Disclaimer: Links within the above document(s) were valid as of the date published

Note: Some of the fles may be in PDF format and can be viewed using the Adabe Acrobat Reader software. You may dovmnioad a free copy of
Acropat Bezder fTom Adobe Svstem:
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https://parkplanning.nps.gov/sacnriverplan

Breakout Stations




Breakout Stations

 Break from the large group.
* (o to a station to ask questions or have a conversation.
e Comment online at https://parkplanning.nps.gov/sacnriverplan.

e Send comments via US Mail:

St. Croix National Scenic Riverway
(Attn: Superintendent)

401 N. Hamilton Street

St. Croix Falls, WI 54024



https://parkplanning.nps.gov/sacnriverplan

Questions to Consider

1. What thoughts do you have about the descriptions and ideas the National Park Service has shared about the
future of the Riverway?

2. Two management concepts are being proposed for how the National Park Service would manage NPS campsites,
landings, trails, and facilities. What information do you think the planning team should consider when analyzing
these ideas and strategies?

3. Under each management concept, the National Park Service is exploring changes to how camping is managed,
including camping reservations and fees. What information do you think the planning team should consider
when analyzing these ideas and strategies?

4. Under each management concept, the National Park Service is considering modifications to boating guidelines.
What information do you think the planning team should consider when analyzing these ideas and strategies?

5. Based on your desired experiences at the Riverway, which of the management concepts and related strategies
do you think best achieve your desired experiences and the purpose of the plan?
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Thank you

Please contact Craig Hansen or Lisa Yager with questions.

Craig Hansen, Superintendent
craig_hansen@nps.gov
715-483-2270

Lisa Yager, Director of Resource Stewardship
lisa_yager@nps.gov
715-483-2290
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