ERIN PALMER, Advisory Neighborhood Commissioner, 4B02

By Electronic Mail
August 21, 2024

Brian D. Joyner, Acting Superintendent
brian_joyner@nps.qov

National Park Service
National Capital Region
Rock Creek Park

3545 Williamsburg Lane, NW
Washington, DC 20008

RE: Landscape and Accessibility Improvements Project at Battleground National Cemetery
Dear Acting Superintendent Joyner:

I am writing to express support for and feedback related to the proposed Landscape and
Accessibility Improvements Project at Battleground National Cemetery, as shared with me on
July 10, 2024. The project proposal includes construction of a new, universally accessible
walkway, as well as reconstruction and enlargement of the central walkway from 3.5 feet to five
feet wide; planting trees and shrubs; and several measures to manage stormwater runoff;
among other improvements. Battleground National Cemetery, located at 6685 Georgia Avenue,
NW, is within Single Member District 4B02. The site of the project is largely National Park
Service property, although a portion extends into the District of Columbia right-of-way.

Ensuring Battleground National Cemetery is accessible is long overdue. As noted by DC’s
Historic Preservation Office in its June 21, 2024, letter, the proposal “provides [a] much-needed
accessible entrance to this important historic site.” And as Advisory Neighborhood Commission
4B has previously highlighted, “The National Park Service often limits implementation of
universal access, full activation, and common urban park amenities for these spaces: for
example, 54 percent of the National Park Services’ properties in the District have no facilities at
all — not even park benches.” Resolution 4B-23-0604, Calling for Better Maintenance of National
Park Service-Controlled DC Parks and Accountability to DC Residents (June 26, 2023). | would
welcome consideration of other basic amenities crucial to the accessibility, usability, and
welcoming environment | expect of public spaces, including better lighting, benches, and water
fountains. /d.

To the extent the project includes District of Columbia land in the public right-of-way, |
encourage coordination with the District Department of Transportation to maximize accessibility,
including as related to the site’s entrance steps and landing, as well as the public sidewalk
adjacent to the western retaining wall, which will be repaired, repointed, and cleaned as part of
the project. See Resolution 4B-24-0402, Providing Recommendations to the District Department
of Transportation on Scoring System to Prioritize Addressing Sidewalk Gaps (Apr. 29, 2024)
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(“Disabled individuals and seniors, among other groups, are at higher risk of injury when
sidewalks are missing or are not maintained.... We are all safer with robust sidewalk and
pedestrian infrastructure.). Georgia Avenue, NW, is one of the most dangerous road segments
in the District and “the most dangerous road in Northwest Washington’s Ward 4” with 3,154
crashes per mile since 2010 (map by Zach Ammerman). Due to dangerous conditions and
“notable safety concerns,” the District Department of Transportation has designated Georgia
Avenue, NW, a Vision Zero high-crash corridor.

Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B has repeatedly called for traffic calming and traffic
safety infrastructure, including pedestrian infrastructure, along Georgia Avenue, NW, because of
its “challenging. and often dangerous environment for pedestrians.” The Commission’s efforts
have included calling on property owners to maximize pedestrian infrastructure adjacent to their
projects. See, e.g., Letter Supporting and Providing Feedback on Proposed Map Amendment
from MU-4 to MU-10 for 7709-7723 Georgia Avenue, NW (Case No. 23-11) (Jan. 22, 2024)
(“Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B strongly supports efforts to make this property and the
surrounding area more pedestrian friendly to ensure a thriving streetscape along a critical
commercial corridor. The Commission has repeatedly encouraged developers to incorporate
plaza spaces or wider sidewalks into new developments, recognizing their critical role in
connecting communities.... The Commission also acknowledges the important role that these
pedestrian connections provide for residents: ‘we are all safer with robust sidewalk and
pedestrian infrastructure.””) (citation omitted).

Similar to the Commission’s advocacy with regard to private projects, | am hopeful the National
Park Service will work with the District Department of Transportation to maximize traffic safety
infrastructure, including regarding the adjacent sidewalk in the District right-of-way.
Communication and coordination with the agency is particularly important in light of upcoming
traffic safety installations along Georgia Avenue. NW, as well as implementation of the
Department’s bus priority project on Georgia Avenue, NW. See also Resolution 4B-19-0504,
Supporting Implementation of Bus Only Lanes along Georgia Avenue Northwest Adopted (May
20, 2019) (“Dedicated high-quality bus lanes can contribute to safer road environments for all
users and are linked with significant decreases in both fatalities and injuries for road users.”).
This area provides crucial transit access, including a heavily-used bus stop located near the
Cemetery. | welcome any efforts to improve pedestrian and bus infrastructure, including in the
District right-of-way, as part of or in coordination with this project.

| also welcome the proposals to plant trees and shrubs to replace those that have died and
been removed, as well as drainage efforts to manage stormwater runoff at the site. Advisory
Neighborhood Commission 4B has repeatedly advocated for stormwater management
throughout the Commission area, recognizing “the importance of efforts to address climate
change, including within historic districts.” Resolution 4B-23-0803, Requesting Applicant
Engagement with Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B and Highlighting Stormwater
Mitigation Needs for 6817 5th Street, NW (HPA 23-364) and 6819 5th Street, NW (HPA 23-365)
(Aug. 28, 2023). The Commission “appreciates and welcomes green infrastructure projects
large and small and considers such infrastructure a neighborhood amenity.” Resolution
4B-23-0601, Calling for Timely Maintenance and Stronger Coordination Among DC Government
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Agencies for Stormwater Management Facilities (June 26, 2023). | encourage full consideration
of green infrastructure as part of the project wherever possible, including (but not limited to)
permeable pavement, plantings with specific stormwater retention benefits, rain barrels instead
of or in addition to the proposed water hydrants to maintain new plantings, and other stormwater
mitigation features.

Thank you for your time and consideration. | look forward to improved accessibility, landscaping,
and stormwater retention, as well as the opportunity for coordination with the District
government on improved pedestrian safety infrastructure at this important historical site within
my Single Member District.

Sincerely,
Commissioner Erin Palmer, 4B02

cc: Cortney Cain Gjesfjeld, Cultural Resources Program Manager, National Park Service,
Rock Creek Park
Nick Bartolomeo, Resources Manager, National Park Service, Rock Creek Park

Kelly Jeong-Olson, Communications Manager, Traffic Safety Administration, District
Department of Transportation

Kornelius Anderson, Community Engagement Specialist, Ward 4, District Department of
Transportation

Councilmember Janeese Lewis George, Ward 4
Emily Cassometus, Senior Council, Office of Councilmember Lewis George

Steve Calcott, Deputy Preservation Officer, DC Office of Planning
Commissioner Alison Brooks, Chair, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B

Commissioner Evan Yeats, Co-Chair, Vision Zero Committee, Advisory Neighborhood
Commission 4B


https://dccouncil.gov/council/emily-cassometus/

