
We encourage you to learn more about the special 
resource study process and share your thoughts by 
visiting the study web page at https://parkplanning.
nps.gov/parkerhousesrs. The public comment period 
will be open from July 11 to September 8, 2024. 

The National Park Service will hold an in-person 
public open house to discuss the study process and 
answer questions. 

When: Thursday, July 25, 2024

Time: 5:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m. ET 

Location: Union Township Public Library Annex 
19 Main Street 
Ripley, OH 45167

National Park Service staff will give presentations 
at 5:30 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. and will be available for 
questions throughout the open house.  

In your comments, we are particularly interested to 
hear your thoughts and ideas about the following: 

• What is your vision for preserving the John P. 
Parker House, and how would you like to see 
the site managed? 

• What types of activities and experiences would 
you want to see as part of the site?

• What objects, buildings, features, values, and 
stories do you believe are most important at the 
John P. Parker House and why?

• Do you have any ideas or concerns that the 
National Park Service should be aware of and/
or address in the study process? 

• Do you have any other comments you would 
like to share with us?

Comments can also be submitted by mail to:

National Park Service 
601 Riverfront Drive 
Omaha, NE 68102

National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior

John P. Parker House Special Resource Study

The National Park Service (NPS) is pleased to announce 
the launch of a special resource study of the John P. 
Parker House in Ripley, Ohio. We would like to share 
information about the study process and seek your input 
in evaluating the site as a potential unit of the national 
park system. 

John P. Parker was a significant figure within the 
American antislavery movement and the Underground 
Railroad. Born enslaved around 1827, Parker purchased 
his freedom and became an abolitionist, conductor on 
the Underground Railroad, entrepreneur, inventor, and 
mentor. One of many African American conductors on 
the Underground Railroad in the decades before the 
Civil War, Parker’s significance is magnified because  
his role is well documented in local records and his 
autobiographical reminiscences. Parker’s home  was 
designated a National Historic Landmark in 1997 and is 
part of the Underground Railroad Network to Freedom 
Program. The John P. Parker Historical Society preserves 
and interprets the historic site.

Public Law 117–328 Sec. 631 directs the Secretary of the 
Interior to conduct a special resource study of the John 
P. Parker House in Ripley, Ohio. Using congressionally 
established criteria, the National Park Service will 
determine if the site meets the criteria for inclusion in 
the national park system. The Secretary of the Interior 
will then submit the findings and a recommendation 
to Congress. July 2024
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What Is a Special Resource Study? 

A special resource study evaluates the eligibility of an 
area to be designated as a unit of the national park 
system. The National Park Service collects information 
about the quality of resources in the study area. If the 
resources meet the eligibility criteria, the National Park 
Service evaluates the potential for visitor enjoyment 
and efficient management and analyzes the feasibility 
and appropriateness of different management 
options. The National Park Service provides its 
findings to the Secretary of the Interior, who then 
presents a recommendation to Congress. Regardless 
of the outcome of the study, an act of Congress or a 
presidential proclamation is needed to establish new 
units of the national park system.

What Does It Mean to Be a Unit of the National 
Park System? 

The National Park Service manages more than 425 
individual units—national parks, national historic 
sites, national monuments, and sites with many other 
designations—covering more than 85 million acres 
in all 50 states, the District of Columbia, and US 
territories. The National Park Service must manage 
the resources and values within units in such a manner 
and by such means as will leave them unimpaired for 
the enjoyment of future generations.

How Will the John P. Parker House Be 
Evaluated? 

The 1998 National Parks Omnibus Management Act (54 
United States Code 100507) established the process for 
identifying and authorizing studies of new national park 
units. Under the law, a study area must meet all four of 
the following criteria to be recommended as an addition 
to the national park system: 

• National Significance: Contain nationally 
significant natural and/or cultural resources.

• Suitability: Represent a natural or cultural 
resource that is not already adequately 
represented in the national park system or is not 
comparably represented and protected for public 
enjoyment by another land-managing entity. 

• Feasibility: Must be (1) of sufficient size and 
appropriate configuration to ensure long-term 
protection of the resources and visitor enjoyment, 
and (2) capable of efficient administration by the 
National Park Service at a reasonable cost.  

Important feasibility factors include 
landownership, acquisition costs, maintenance 
costs, access, threats to the resource, and staff or 
development requirements. 

• Direct NPS Management: Require direct NPS 
management that is clearly superior to other 
management approaches. 

National Park Service staff will evaluate the site 
according to the above criteria. If, at any point during 
the SRS process, NPS staff determine that the site does 
not meet one of the criteria, the study will terminate, 
and a document with a negative finding will be prepared 
for Congress. 

What Are Some of the Possible Outcomes of 
the Study? 

If the special resource study results in a positive finding 
and a recommendation from the Secretary of the 
Interior that the John P. Parker House warrants addition 
to the national park system, then Congress may or 
may not act on or follow the recommendation. This 
process has no time frame for legislative action. If the 
study concludes that resources do not meet all required 
criteria or finds that existing management, technical or 
financial assistance, or local, state, or private initiatives 
are preferable to the establishment of a new national 
park unit, the study will conclude with a negative 
finding. Regardless of the study’s outcome, a report is 
produced for the Secretary of the Interior. 

When Will I Learn the Results of the Study? 

The National Park Service will publicly release the 
study report after it has been transmitted to Congress. 
The National Park Service does not release preliminary 
findings or drafts of the study or indicate whether the 
study is likely to recommend inclusion in the national 
park system before the study’s transmittal to Congress.

We hope you will take time to let us know your 
thoughts and ideas through the NPS study website. 
More information and project updates are available at 
https://parkplanning.nps.gov/parkerhousesrs. 
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