5/1/2024

Wooden Ballast Bridge Removal and Replacement — PEPC 90981
Section 106 Programmatic Agreement - Public Correspondence (Comments) and Responses to
Comments

There are 30 Public Comments — 29 Submitted to PEPC and One Letter Sent to Rob Parrish

Correspondence |D 1 PI’OjeCt90981 DOCUment134449

Replacement of Grand Canyon Railway Wooden Ballast Bridge Over
Bright Angel Wash
Page, AZ 86040

Project:

Address: United States of America
Email:

Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual
Received: Feb,07 2024 11:05:33
Correspondence Type: Web Form

Correspondence:  Although I'm sorry to see the old bridge falter | feel that for safety reasons it needs to
be replaced and that very few people including myself would notice a new bridge. | do not feel that the
loss of the original bridge is important. We've got lots of other stuff to worry about, not this.

Response: No response needed.

Correspondence |D 2 PI‘OjeC'[290981 DOCUment:134449
Proiect: Replacement of Grand Canyon Railway Wooden Ballast Bridge Over
Ject: Bright Angel Wash
, Grand Canyon, AZ 86023
Address: United States of America
Email:
Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual
Received: Feb,07 2024 11:41:37
Correspondence Type: Web Form

Correspondence:  Safety first, absolutely. Is it possible to keep bridge as a historic site and build around
it a more safe and secure bridge? Leaving the older bridge would be a wonderful historic reminder to all
who pass by on the trains passing by?

Response: The bridge needs to be removed because the train tracks run over it. The current bridge can’t
be repaired and is a safety concern. A new bridge meeting FRA (Federal Railway Administration)
standards will be built in its place. The Bright Angel wash banks would be graded to prepare the site for
the new bridge.

Correspondence ID: 3 Project:90981 Document: 134449
Project: Replacement of Grand Canyon Railway Wooden Ballast Bridge Over
' Bright Angel Wash
Address: Hogston, TX 77070 _
' United States of America
Email:

Outside Organization; Unaffiliated Individual



Received: Feb,07 2024 14:16:41

Correspondence Type: Web Form

Correspondence: | think since the bridge is unsafe, the replacement is warranted, but the steel
framework that will replace the old wood, should be either covered in a resin overlay that replicates
wood, or painted to look like wood. Hire Disney imagines to work on the project, as they do wonders in
the park to make everything look real, even though it's not.

Response: The replacement bridge would be designed to meet Federal Railway Administration (FRA)
Standards. The design intent is to incorporate features mentioned by the State Historic Preservation
Officer (SHPO), which include retaining the look of the bridge by retaining the wood supports on the
visible exterior portions of the bridge; and using board formed concrete as an option for retaining the
wood look.

Correspondence |D 4 PrOJeCt90981 Document134449
Replacement of Grand Canyon Railway Wooden Ballast Bridge Over

Project: Bright Angel Wash

) Washington, UT 84780
Address: United States of America
Email:
Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual
Received: Feb,07 2024 15:51:40
Correspondence Type: Web Form

Correspondence:  We have enjoyed taking the Grand Canyon Train from Williams to Grand Canyon
South Rim Station for over 30 years now. If Fact my wife and | took the trin to bring our family to the
sought rim in 2006 to get married there on Yavapi Point. It would be a terrible idea to do anything other
than rebuild the bridge exactly as it was built almost 100 years ago. What's not to like about how it looks
and works? With the Build Back Better deal we are all paying for, there is no excuse as to having the
funds to do so. Just our .02 centavos.....the Winn Family, Washington Utah

Response: The replacement bridge must meet Federal Railway Administration Standards. The design
intent is to incorporate features mentioned by the State Historic Preservation Officer, which include
retaining the look of the bridge by retaining the wood supports on the visible exterior portions of the
bridge; and using board formed concrete as an option for retaining the wood look. The current bridge is
made up of a horizontal timber deck placed atop two abutments and two piers. Crushed stone ballast
covers the deck and carries the track. The piers and abutments rest on a foundation beneath the bed of the
wash and consist of planks placed horizontally and stacked one atop the next, in descending length from
bottom to top. This construction differs from other, more common wooden bridge types, including
trestles, truss bridges, or simple post-and-beam structures. In cases where it was used, stacked plank
construction was typically employed in temporary, small bridges or culverts in new railroad construction
prior to about 1920. Because the design could retain moisture between the planks, it was most

often found in situations in the desert Southwest where water was intermittent, and the climate ensured
quick evaporation. In many cases, such bridges were soon replaced by more permanent structures of
steel, stone, timber, or concrete. Some remained in place longer on rail lines of lighter use or investment.

Correspondence 1D: 5 PI’OjeCt29098l Document:134449

Replacement of Grand Canyon Railway Wooden Ballast Bridge Over
Bright Angel Wash

Nashville, TN 37215

United States of America

Project:

Address:



Email:

Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual
Received: Feb,07 2024 18:27:58
Correspondence Type: Web Form

Correspondence:  Please give utmost consideration to repairing, rather than replacing, the bridge. If the
structure has deteriorated to the point where repair is contraindicated, please give serious consideration to
replacing the structure utilizing identical materials of identical dimension assembled in an identical
manner so as to produce a structure that, after a year or two of weathering, will be indistinguishable from
the original.

Thank you

WBS

Response: The replacement bridge must meet Federal Railway Administration Standards. The design
intent is to incorporate features mentioned by the State Historic Preservation Officer, which include
retaining the look of the bridge by retaining the wood supports on the visible exterior portions of the
bridge; and using board formed concrete as an option for retaining the wood look.

Correspondence |D 6 PrOJeCt90981 Document134449

Replacement of Grand Canyon Railway Wooden Ballast Bridge Over
Bright Angel Wash
Easy stroudsburg, PA 18302

Project:

Address: United States of America
Email:

Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual
Received: Feb,08 2024 07:34:55
Correspondence Type: Web Form

Correspondence: | say if it can be fixed to just fix and repair. If it needs to be replaced replace it, but
have it look similar to what it does now and keep it within the timeframe if at all possible. Let's keep
history alive as much as we can where we can.

Of course safety is a big issue so whatever needs to be done safety wise, but with material or keep look
like the original is a great ideas.

Response: See previous responses.

Correspondence ID: 7 PI’OJGC'[90981 Document: 134449
Project: Replacement of Grand Canyon Railway Wooden Ballast Bridge Over
' Bright Angel Wash
Address: Serna, AZ 86336—4635
' United States of America
Email:
Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual
Received: Feb,08 2024 08:31:27
Correspondence Type: Web Form

Correspondence:  We are regular visitors to GCNP since moving to Sedona in 2019. While | appreciate
historical significance on landmarks like lodges or monuments, this bridge to me is not the place to waste
time or money on “historical accuracy” when modern design and safety should lead. This is more like a
bridge over a ditch where a steel culvert may even make more sense. My father was a commercial general
contractor for 40 years and | know what it's like to get even a normal plan through bidding, engineering
and permitting. Why, and let's be honest here, WHY waste time and money to bid this out to look like it



did 100+ years ago when this isn't a place that adds to the user experience...unless it collapses. Just fix it
right, save the historical accuracy headaches for a time when they're worth it. Not a ditch. Thank you for
opening for comments.

Response: No response needed.

Correspondence |D 8 PI’OjeCt90981 DOCUment134449
Replacement of Grand Canyon Railway Wooden Ballast Bridge Over Bright

Project: Angel Wash

Address: St (_3eorge, uT 84790—_1245
' United States of America

Email:

Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual

Received: Feb,08 2024 08:35:37

Correspondence Type:  Web Form
Correspondence: My first thoughts were: Save the bridge, move the tracks!! After reviewing the
photos, my comment is: Hurry!!! Remove and replace.....

Response: No response needed.

Correspondence |D 9 PI‘OjeCtZ90981 DOCUment:134449
Proiect: Replacement of Grand Canyon Railway Wooden Ballast Bridge Over
Ject. Bright Angel Wash
) Saint George, UT 84770
Address: United States of America
Email:
Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual
Received: Feb,08 2024 10:51:21
Correspondence Type: Web Form

Correspondence: | support this project because it is reasonable and necessary. | hope that his project
will be implemented in the most environmentally responsible manner. Given the worsening climate crisis,
I hope that the use of fossil fuels will be avoided or minimized. Thank you.

Response: No response needed.

Correspondence ID: 10 Project:90981 Document:134449
. Replacement of Grand Canyon Railway Wooden Ballast Bridge Over Bright
Project:
Angel Wash
Address: Lepanon, NH 03766 _
' United States of America
Email:
Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual
Received: Feb,08 2024 13:28:56

Correspondence Type: Web Form
Correspondence:  I'm in favor of anything that keeps the historically unique railroad access to the Grand
Canyon available. Replacing the bridge in a like-for-like manner is indeed a bonus.

Highball!!!



Response: No response needed.

Correspondence 1D: 11 PrOject:90981 Document:134449
Replacement of Grand Canyon Railway Wooden Ballast Bridge Over Bright Angel

Project: Wash

Address: Foqntain, MI 49410 .
United States of America

Email:

Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual

Received: Feb,08 2024 14:35:38

Correspondence Type:Web Form
Correspondence: | support improvements and preservation of the bridge .
Thank you

Response: See previous responses about replacing the bridge.

Correspondence |D 12 PrOJeCt90981 DOCUment134449
. Replacement of Grand Canyon Railway Wooden Ballast Bridge Over Bright
Project:
Angel Wash

) San diegohi, CA 92117
Address: United States of America
Email:
Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual
Received: Feb,08 2024 15:32:05
Correspondence Type: Web Form

Correspondence: | do not think this little bridge is worthy of special consideration. The NPS should not
waste money and should just fix the issue in the most cost effective manner.

Response: No response needed.

Correspondence |D 13 PI’OJGC'[90981 DOCUment134449
Replacement of Grand Canyon Railway Wooden Ballast Bridge Over Bright

Project: Angel Wash

Address: Cornville, AZ 86325 _
United States of America

Email:

Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual

Received: Feb,08 2024 15:53:26

Correspondence Type: ~ Web Form
Correspondence: | have traveled there 1000's of times since my youth. Everything gets old, and not
everything can be saved. Repair or replace, in kind.

Response: No response needed.

Replacement of Grand Canyon Railway Wooden Ballast Bridge Over Bright Angel

Project: Wash



Lancaster, NY 14086

Address: United States of America
Email:

Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual
Received: Feb,08 2024 18:06:46

Correspondence Type:Web Form
Correspondence:  Replace bridge with an exact visual reproduction designed to adhere to modern
standards.

Response: See previous responses about replacing the bridge.

Correspondence |D 15 PrOjeC'[90981 DOCUment134449
Replacement of Grand Canyon Railway Wooden Ballast Bridge Over Bright Angel

Project: Wash

) Kingman, AZ 86402
Address: United States of America
Email:
Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual
Received: Feb,08 2024 18:21:09

Correspondence Type:Web Form
Correspondence:  So remove, replace, already. You said its historical, but its a danger, so fix it.

Response: No response needed.

Correspondence |D 16 PrOJeCt90981 DOCUment134449
Replacement of Grand Canyon Railway Wooden Ballast Bridge Over Bright

Project Angel Wash

Address: Bupch, OK 74931 _
United States of America

Email:

Outside Organization:  Unaffiliated Individual

Received: Feb,09 2024

Correspondence Type:  Web Form

Correspondence:  Replace it for safeties sake. The NPS does not need a train on its side with the
negative publicity that would come with that.

However, replace it with something that looks identical to the original bridge.

Response: See previous responses about replacing the bridge.

Replacement of Grand Canyon Railway Wooden Ballast Bridge Over

Project: Bright Angel Wash

_ Springfield, IL 62704
Address: United States of America
Email:
Outside Organization; Unaffiliated Individual

Received: Feb,09 2024 05:53:53



Correspondence Type: Web Form

Correspondence: | have traveled into the park by rail and crossed over on this structure. Since the only
way into GCNP for many years was by rail, this bridge is historically significant. In addition, the railroad
is a very popular attraction and allows participants the opportunity to relive history and have the
opportunity to experience train travel as it was prior to Amtrak.

Response: No response needed.

Correspondence 1D: 18 PI‘OjEC'[290981 Document:134449

Replacement of Grand Canyon Railway Wooden Ballast Bridge Over Bright
Angel Wash
Prairie village, KS 66208

Project:

Address: United States of America
Email:

Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual
Received: Feb,09 2024 10:30:54
Correspondence Type: Web Form

Correspondence: | agree with remove and replace. Infrastructure is beyond a simple fix and needs to be
entirely rebuilt to be safe for everyone. Thank you for addressing the crumbling critical Infrastructures!

Response: No response needed.

Correspondence |D 19 PI‘OjeC'[Z90981 DOCUment:134449
Project: Replacement of Grand Canyon Railway Wooden Ballast Bridge Over
' Bright Angel Wash
Address: Car_bondale, IL 62902_
' United States of America
Email:
Outside Organization: Self Unaffiliated Individual
Received: Feb,09 2024 17:14:11
Correspondence Type: Web Form

Correspondence:  As one who has had the good fortune to travel to Grand Canyon Village several years
ago on the train, | would like to see as much of the original rail line preserved historically as much as
possible. This would especially include any wooden trestles or structures still in existence. One only
needs to look at the new rail bridge built over the gorge at Letchworth State park (New York state) which
has always been referred to as the”Grand Canyon of the East™; to see the negative effect on the aesthetics
of this part of that Canyon to see what I refer to.

I would love to see the wooden structures repaired or replaced exactly as they currently exist

They are a vital part of the history of the railroad and the Canyon and should be respected as such.

Response: See previous responses about replacing the bridge.

Correspondence 1D: 20 PrOjEC'[Z 90981DOCU ment: 134449

Replacement of Grand Canyon Railway Wooden Ballast Bridge Over
Bright Angel Wash

Denver, NC 28037

United States of America

Project:

Address:

Email:



Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual

Received: Feb,09 2024 20:17:01

Correspondence Type: Web Form

Correspondence: | am a frequent visitor to the Grand Canyon National Park, both by car and by train.
The bridge should be replaced in the most timely and cost effective method. In all my visits to the park |
have never noticed this bridge, or if | have | haven't taken note of it. It would be best to try and provide a
replacement that appears the same as it does now, but being such an unnoticeable piece of infrastructure |
don't imagine using steel/concrete would cause any dramatic "adverse effects" on the historic nature of
the park, nor do I imagine the vast majority of your visitors would give it much notice. What would cause
adverse affects would be any long term disruption of rail service to the park, resulting in increased auto
traffic or loss of visitors who would have preferred to take the train rather than driving.

Response: No response needed.

Correspondence |D 21 PI‘OjeCtZ90981 DOCUment:134449

Replacement of Grand Canyon Railway Wooden Ballast Bridge Over
Bright Angel Wash
Tucson, AZ 85712

Project:

Address: United States of America
Email:

Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual
Received: Feb,09 2024 21:02:00
Correspondence Type: Web Form

Correspondence: | am in support of this project. | hope the design of the bridge can continue to be
discreet like the current version is or something similar. The unobtrusive nature of the existing bridge is
nice. It is good to keep the trains running as it brings visitors to the Park in an eco-friendly way.

Response: See previous responses about replacing the bridge.

Correspondence |D 22 PrOjEC'[90981 DOCUmentl34449

Replacement of Grand Canyon Railway Wooden Ballast Bridge Over
Bright Angel Wash
Prescott, AZ 86305

Project:

Address: United States of America
Email:

Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual
Received: Feb,10 2024 21:39:25
Correspondence Type: Web Form

Correspondence:  Found this article on Facebook. If the bridge is the same one as in the picture | would
suggest the NPS to save it. Use the tracks to the left of the picture and go around the old bridge. I think
that would be a lot cheaper than destroying/replacing it. Perhaps use the little bridge as a “stage” for a
photo op with a caboose, a handcart, or something that will not do more damage to it. I think the city of
Williams, or GC can run some funding event - to preserve the almost 100 year old bridge. Please don't be
like Prescott where they took down a 100 year old school and made it into a dirt field/parkinglot (by
YRMC West, and which is a Farmers Market on Saturdays) because the city officials wanted a yacht or
just more money in their pockets. I would also assume Filmore and Western (in California), which closed
their tours some years ago, would probably be happy to supply a few feet of their old track... or use bits of



the randomly still there Santa Fe line that went into Prescott. Old things sometimes do have value more
than just looks.

Response: The bridge can’t be used as a photo op stage because the track that runs over it is used by
every train that travels into the park. The track that runs over the bridge and another track are used to
turnaround the trains so that when they depart, the front of the trains/engines are facing west. The bridge
is located on the Wye North Leg. Inbound trains travel along the main line (tracks) but instead of heading
towards depot, they take the Wye South Leg and then back up along the Wye North Leg and then back
onto the Main Line towards the Depot. A 3-point turn, if you will, for the train.

There are two trains that travel into the park at busy times as is the case for March/spring break. When
two trains are operating, portions of the Main Line. Main Line Crossover, Depot Siding Track, and Yard
Track 4 are used. Tracks 5 and 6 (the two southern most tracks south of the depot) do not connect to
anything/go anywhere.

Correspondence |D 23 PI‘OjeC'[Z90981 DOCUment:134449

Replacement of Grand Canyon Railway Wooden Ballast Bridge Over
Bright Angel Wash
Unknown, UN 00000

Project:

Address: United States of America
Email:

Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual
Received: Feb,07 2024
Correspondence Type: E-mail

Correspondence:  Today GRCA issued a press release to replace a wooden ballast train bridge on the
South Rim. The press release states: "providing the only train access into a United States national park".

So you know there is train access to Denali National Park. There is a train depot near Park HQ and within
the park. In the visitor use season hundreds of visitors get on and off the train there daily.

Thank you for being aware of this fact.

Response: Thanks for the information. The National Register nomination for the Grand Canyon Railway
Historic District said it was the only train access into a national park. Based on your comment we now
know that this is incorrect. The train into Denali National Park has been in operation long before the
Grand Canyon Railway Historic District National Register nomination was prepared in 1998.

Correspondence |D 24 PrOjEC'[90981 DOCUmentl34449

Replacement of Grand Canyon Railway Wooden Ballast Bridge Over

Project: Bright Angel Wash
Address: questo, CA 95350 _

' United States of America
Email:
Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual
Received: Feb,13 2024 17:45:44
Correspondence Type: Web Form

Correspondence:  What defines this as beyond repair? If it is in fact not actually repairable why not
rebuild it as it was before?



Response: The Grand Canyon Railway evaluated the bridge and determined it is in poor condition, can’t
be repaired, and is a safety issue (although not yet critical). The bridge was determined to be safe for
current train operations. The bridge generally runs in a northeast to southwest direction. Stacked 3” x 8”
timbers act as piers and run in an east to west direction. On the west elevation the bridge piers are
subsiding/leaning to the north, while on the east elevation the piers are subsiding/leaning to the south. On
the south abutment, the bridge was reinforced with a 6” x 9” timber to keep a retaining wall from
collapsing. Temporary measures, such as the timber support, allow for continued train traffic over the
bridge until it can be replaced. See previous responses about replacing the wooden ballast bridge.

Correspondence |D 25 PrOjeC'[90981 DOCUment134449
Replacement of Grand Canyon Railway Wooden Ballast Bridge Over Bright Angel

Project: Wash

Address: Fo>_< Island, WA 98333_
United States of America

Email:

Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual

Received: Feb,14 2024 13:56:00

Correspondence Type:Web Form
Correspondence:  I'd say fix the bridge to maintain authenticity of history.

Response: No response needed.

Correspondence |D 26 PrOJeCt90981 Document134449
Replacement of Grand Canyon Railway Wooden Ballast Bridge Over

Project: Bright Angel Wash
Address: Ash Fork, AZ 86320 _

United States of America
Email:
Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual(Official Rep.)
Received: Feb,15 2024 14:00:34
Correspondence Type: Web Form

Correspondence:  Good morning, | work for the Grand Canyon Railway as a conductor. Have worked
for the Santa Fe Railroad, previously. I'm very familiar with Railroad Timber culverts. | see the one on
Bright Angle Creek is actually functioning very well after 100 years in use. In my opinion and my
comment is to rebuild the timber culvert, as is, using new treated timber. | love that it is a historic
structure. There are not many Timber Culverts in use anymore. It would not be too much trouble to
restore it. If you got the right contractor.

By the way, while you are in that process. Why can't NPS either put the railroad tracks # 5 & # 6, back in
service or remove. The way the tracks are now, are a safety hazard for passengers and employees.

The rabbit brush on them by the train station are a fire hazard.

I would like them to be put back in service, for future use of the railway.

While i'm on the band wagon, the concrete platforms need to be extended. | used to work for A.D.O.T. for
25 years. NPS could create a multiple bid project for Railroad improvement on South Rim.

Grand Canyon Railway, could contract or even do the track work.

Well, I have been with the GCRY for 8 years. From what i have seen, NPS projects. | will be retired and
long gone before this project gets done.

That Ballast covered Timber Culvert, will probably last another 1000 years as is. Railroad engineers of
the past knew what the heck they were doing.



Responses: See previous responses for replacing the bridge. All of the comments were sent to the
Commercial Services Division staff managing the Xanterra and Grand Canyon Railway contracts.

Correspondence 1D: 27 PrOject:90981 Document:134449
Replacement of Grand Canyon Railway Wooden Ballast Bridge Over Bright

Project: Angel Wash

_ Binghamton, NY 13901
Address: United States of America
Email:
Outside Organization:  Unaffiliated Individual
Received: Feb,15 2024 14:46:12

Correspondence Type:  Web Form
Correspondence:  Prompt repair in a fashion as visibly possible to the original while conforming to
modern safety requirements is desirable.

Response: See previous comments for replacing the bridge.

Correspondence |D 28 PrOJeCt90981 Document134449
Proiect: Replacement of Grand Canyon Railway Wooden Ballast Bridge Over
Ject: Bright Angel Wash
, Albuquerque, NM 87120
Address: United States of America
Email:
Outside Organization: Unaffiliated Individual
Received: Feb,15 2024 16:57:09
Correspondence Type: Web Form

Correspondence:  While any loss of a historic portion of the railroad would be, well, bad, this is a piece
of infrastructure that MUST be replaced as soon as possible. It is a vital portion of the railroad and could
cause a long-term headache if not addressed. The structure does not dominate the landscape such as the El
Tovar or the Powerhouse, and even temporarily replacing it with a modern corrugated culvert to allow for
railroad operations will not interfere with the historic nature of the area until a permanent, historic
appearance one can be constructed.

Response: See previous comments about replacing the bridge.

Correspondence |D 29 PrOjEC'[90981 DOCUmentl34449
Proiect: Replacement of Grand Canyon Railway Wooden Ballast Bridge Over
Ject Bright Angel Wash
) Saint George, UT 84790
Address: United States of America
Email:
Outside Organization: Retired Unaffiliated Individual
Received: Mar,02 2024 19:00:56
Correspondence Type: Web Form

Correspondence: | support this reasonable proposed action. | am very concerned about the already
serious and rapidly worsening climate and extinction crises. These crises overlap and represent an
existential threat to humanity. | believe that this and all other NPS planning processes should seek to
identify ways to better mitigate adverse environmental impacts and contribute to remedies for these



crises. For example, how could fossil fuel use be reduced or discouraged? How could clean, alternative
energy sources be encouraged? How could any construction materials come from certified sustainable
sources? How could wildlife and habitat damage be avoided or properly mitigated? | hope that this project
is successful. Thank you very much for this important work and for considering my input.

.Response: No response needed.

Correspondence ID: 30 Project:90981 Document: 134449
. Replacement of Grand Canyon Railway Wooden Ballast Bridge Over Bright
Project:
Angel Wash
Address: Williams, AZ 86046
' United States of America
Email:
Outside Organization: Arizona State Railroad Museum Foundation Civic Groups
Received: Mar,11 2024
Correspondence Type: Letter

Correspondence:  Thank you for your letter, documentation and opportunity to comment on the
proposed

replacement of the bridge.

A bit of history. Working with Jan Balsom thirty five years ago, | served as archaeologist of
record for the Grand Canyon yards rejuvenation project as the Park did not have an
archaeologist or historian on staff. At that time the 60-year-old bridge was thoroughly
inspected and considered serviceable. However, it was obvious that the wooden construction's
lifetime would be limited. It has reached that limit.

The documentation you provided is thorough and | agree that replacement is necessary. Now ,
to me, all that remains is to establish the design of the replacement. My thought is to replace it
with a concrete culvert that will provide long and safe service in a manner that would not be
visible. However, to preserve the historic integrity of the structure and the integrity of the
Historic District such steps should be taken to replicate all visible wooden components with
wood or an appropriate synthetic material. This could be done in a manner which would
provide easy replacement if necessary,

I look forward to seeing the finished product.

Response: The replacement bridge would be designed to be compatible with the Grand Canyon Railway
Historic District and Grand Canyon Village National Historic Landmark District and meet FRA
standards.



