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The Little Missouri Badlands are something to be endured, something to be crossed on the way
t o @Arikara Elder 2015)
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EXECUTIVESUMMARY

This IntegratedRreport is the result of two years of anthropological research devoted to creating an
updated and exhaustive ethnographic resource inventoijhimdore Roosevelt National Park,
North Dakota. While this report builds on a previous, bnaadonal Cultural Affiliation and
Ethnographic Resource Assessment for three North Dakota national park units (Zedefio et al. 2006),
it nonetheless encompasses raahival research as well as original ethnographic data collected

by the University of Arizona specifically for THRO and vicinity. Members of the Hidatsa, Mandan,
Arikara, Crow, Nakota, Assiniboine, Blackfoot, and Chippewa ethnic groups contributed with
information on traditional resource use and significance over 11 years of regional researich (2004
2015), most of which is specific to THRO. In addition, archival and ethnographic research
conducted with membexd the localEurcamerican community expandsepious studies with a

uni que take on the signi blongtane ceghbors. t he par ko

The result of this study is a fAliving docume
that may help to identify culturally sensitive resmes as well as to anticipate concerns and needs

for resources in the near future. It is meant to be augmented with observations that only park staff
who are connected with the daily operations of the park can actually provide. A second goal of this
documat is to provide information for use in park interpretation and development of materials for
education of visitorghat may increase appreciation for the unique landscape and charfacte
THRO. The Integratedreport encompaseblative American ancestral Ihigy as well as
Euroamericarhnistory to frame the depth of community attachment to the Little Missouri Badlands
and the Missouri River Basin more generally. These histories are thematic, emphasizing those
aspects that more directly relate to the park ustty. The resource inventory, toeflects this
temporal depth as it includes resources of archaeological, historical, and contemporary significance
that continue to attract regional and local residents as well as visitors from afar.

The IntegratedRepot includes information about24 Native American ethnographic resources
available in THRO, including archaeological site and resource types (13), animals (48), plants (36),
landforms (8), and minerals (19). A total of 31 Euroamerican resources incltoliclgges (8),
animals (17), plants (2), landforms (1) and minerals (3). The report also includes recommendations
for preservation, interpretation, and collaboration with culturally affiliated aadititvnally
associated groups.



SCOPE FUNDING, AND REPORTORGANIZATION

This IntegratedReport was written for the National Park Service. It is intended to provide an
updated tool for resource managers who must be involved in the preservaturafand cultural
resources that are significant to cultlyaffiliated and traditionally associated Native American
tribes and Euroamerican communities in Theodore Roosevelt National Park (THRO), North
Dakota. The findings of this report are the combined result of historical, archaeological, and
ethnographic terature review as well as original ethnograpksource assessments conducted in
the Upper and Middle Missouri River, the Knife River, the Little Missouri River, and THRO
specifically, from 2004 to 201%2édefio and Basaldu 2008edefio et al. 2006, 201Ghandler

2014, and Chandler et al. 2Q18he results of these investigations are organized into Resource
Pages for each archaeological, historical, botanical, faunal, mineral, and geographic resource
identified within the project area, which includes ti@th and south units of THRO and the
Elkhorn Ranch property (Fig. 1).

PROJECTGOALS

The research presented here was commissioned by the National ParkiSe e 6 s Mi dwe st
Officel Ethnography Program as part of a leegm, ongoing effort to (1) ackmvledge cultural,
historical, and contemporary relationships between national parks and subject communities, (2)
implement legally mandated consultation programs, and (3) change NPS resource management
culture with input from subject communities, in these American Indian tribes (Crespi 2003).
The NPS Ethnography Program responds to th
Ethnographic Resource Policy of 1979, and is integrated with NPS through applicable legislation
such as the National Environmelreaotection Act (1970), the American Indian Religious Freedom

Act (1978), the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act, Sacred Sites Protection
Act (1994), and sections 106 and 110 of the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended.
According to Crespi (2003), the overarching goal of NPS ethnographic resource studies is to
develop resource management strategies that are responsive to the viewpoint and lives of peoples
traditionally associated with them. It is important to note dwdiecively, natural, cultural, and
historical resources are alsethnographio resources insofar as they continue to beiaant to

living communities.
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Figure 1 Theodore Roosevelt National Park (2015)



PREVIOUSRESEARCH ANO IERING

In 2003, a team from the Bureau of Applied Research in Anthropology at the University of Arizona
(BARA-UA) was contracted by NPS to conduct a Native American cultural affiliation and
ethnographic resource inventory for three North Dakota Parks, inclddiiD (Zedefio et al.

2006). That report provided an overview of the historical and contemporary significance of park
lands and resources and identified tribal concerns for preservation. The goal of that study was to
bring disparate information sources tdg®tin broadly regionaharrative as well as to provide
specific examples of tribal viewpoints regarding traditional resource use and significance in order
to raise the parksod awareness ad and éthndgiaphicr o0
persgective.

The goal ofthe present study, commissioned in 2013, was to expand and update the ethnographic
resource inventoryf THRO so that it wouldnclude not onlya detailed inventory ofribal
resources but also Euroamerican resourfles.Euroamericanaenmunity traditionally associated

with THRO has maintained close ties with the land that is now managed by this park and thus has
detailed knowledge about its resources as well as strong concerns for their preservation and
management. Given thttte Bakkeroil and gas exploration in North Dakota and in the immediate
vicinity of THRO has reached new heights in the past few years, the need to bring back to
government and public attention the extraordinary cultural and historical significance of THRO for
living communities is paramount. The results of this study may also help managers anticipate
resource use concerns in the parks and place them in a better position to wathtendh issues

in the future.

The baseline cultural history and ethnography of THR@ n b e fColtural dffiliation A
Statement and Ethnographic Resource Assessment Study for the Knife River Indian Villages
National Historic Site, ND; Fort Union Trading Post National Historic Site, ND; and Theodore
Roosevelt National Park, ND ( Z estdak 2D@6). Here, we have tailored the broad scope of the
initial work to focus specifically on THRO, and also added a wealth of culturally significant
resource information for Native Americans and Euroameric#¥es. have also incorporated
pertinent ethagraphic data from more recently completed natural resource studies that are specific
to the Upper Missouri River and its trench, including an ethnobotany (Zedefio et al. 2009) and an
etnaornithology (Chandler et al. 2016).

While thepresent IntegrateReport recapitulatesa few aspects of culturahistory that have not
changedubstantivelyn the intervening yeaisince our first study was completédenew chapter

A An c eTsidaliHa Is t attemm@sstaintegratelevantoral traditionswith the arclaeology and
history of tribal groups. The report also includaformation fromoriginal tribal intervievs
regarding ethnographic resourcasletailed historical context for Examerican presence in THRO
lands,data frominterviews with Euroamerican corignts an updated bibliographgnd extensive
resource tabledn this report, the baseline resource inventory completed in 2006 has been greatly

4



expanded and organizéd a formatthat is accessible tpark staff and visitors, researchers and
mana@rs, nterpreters and educators

CONTENT OF THEHNTEGRATEDREPORT

As specified in the project Scope of Work, this report includes:

1
1
il

An brief overview ofancestratribal histories associated with THRO and environs
A historical context for Euroamerican use oflgands;

descriptions ohistorically and contemporanyseand perceptionsf cultural and natural
resources including general location, frequency of use, nature of use, and ascribed
significance (e.g. religious, subsistence), if any;

textually reproducedr summarized information from interviewsth culturally affiliated
andtraditionally associated consultamts each identified resource

a current bibliograph

a list of any ethnographic resources to be considered for nomination to the National
Regisers as Traditional Cultural Properties

a list of potential interpretive topics;

a discussion of the challenges and realities of gathering contemporary resource use data in
national parks;

suggestions for further studies on THRO associated groups whiglbendesigned and
conducted to develop more complete information on which to base future decisions by the
Superintendent with regard to ethnographic issues and concerns that have the potential to
affect management of the park.

RESEARCHVIETHODS

The projectdesi gn foll owed Zedefo and <coll eaguesa
developed for collaborative research that integrates current anthropological perspectives on land
and resource use, tribal worldviews and principles, and public land regulagigaiing the
identification of landscapes and traditional cultural properties (Stoffle et al. 2001; Zedefio and
Bowser 2009). Specific methods included:



Literature Review

Background reearch was conductéedo est abl esbf ai it es e #iR@anthas el
to determine whether there are land use areds immediate vicinity that may contain relevant
project information] n 2003 we wundertook an extensive d
Archaeological Center (MWAC), as well as at THR®201415we consulted the archives of the
North Dakota State Historical Society and Heritage Center to obtain information on current
archaeological surveys and new discoveries, and visited the local library and Cowboy Hall of Fame
Museum in Medora to search faformation pertinent to Euroamerican presence in THRDal
websites were canvassed for information on history and cuksrevell, we reexaminedHRO

library in search of new reports and documents relevant to the Euroamerican community. Extensive
seaches for photographs and documents were also conducted over the andrtaggeted tribally
produced documentélso included in this report are extensiiterature searches plant and bird
resources conducted in the surrounding region that arareldv t o thhograppiareskuice e
inventory.

Fieldwork

Park visits and interviews wecarried out in fousessions: 2013, 2014, and 22} These visits
included a detailed assessment of Euroamerican histeities by a BARAUA team and follow

up interviews with Native Americamnd EuroamericagonsultantsInterviews encompassed a

wide range of topics on use history, significance, and interest in park resources as well as concerns
for resource mservation and interpretation

Organization of theReport

The followingchaptersirawupon a wide range of traditional, scientific, and archival data in order

to establish a framework for understanding the ways human beings have lived in the Theodore
Roosevelt National Parhe report is organized as ammographic resource guide or catalog for
THRO managersThe repot introduceshe ancestral histories of culturally affiliated and
traditionally associated Native American groagswell as the historical context for Euroamerican
settlement in the park axeNext, achaeological, historical, faunal, floral, geographic, and mineral
resourcesre inventoried. Each resource tyes its own section anéach resource has its own
Apageo t ha andHBueotinzerichmse andrsignifieahce as well as folld@associated with

that resourceFinally, a summary section contains suggestions for future research and for TCP
nominatonsThe report has been designed as a dalivi
may add new information as it becomeaitablein the future.



ANCESTRALTRIBAL HISTORIES



INTRODUCTION

People have lived on the northern Great Plains for over 10,000 years, but the majority of evidence
of human activity in the North Dakota Badlands region is sparse prior to approximately&ad90

ago. The Badlands were frequented INative Americanancestors since the early Holocgne
however, the arid terrain and fragile ecosystem of the park did not make it amenable to permanent
human occupation. ThHei t t | e Mi ssour i Baldé ahds| 9r | dGaek aate
known to have been traditional Mandan, Hidatsa, and Crow hunting anetreggieg territories

with the closest territorial affiliation being the Hidatsa and River CdNen 1982; Allen 1983;
Bowers 1950; Bowers 1968urtis 1976 as cited in Kuehn 1990:180rray 2009, 2011Wilson

1931).

In Hidatsa traditions, theittle Missouri River is home to a spirit snake that helps to maintain the
flow of the stream and provides good hunting alitsgbanks (Bowers 1992:37380). The
MandanHidatsa story of Packs Antelope also relates how he roamed the country while in his
thunderbird guise and killed evil snakes and other things (Beckwith 1938:94). Hawk and Swallow
camped in the east bank of the Little Missowith oftheKilldeer Mountains; this place is called
ALand of the Beginningd because at this pla
introduction of the horse (Beckwith 1938:239}her groups known to have used or passed through
the Badlands include th&ackfoot,Dakotaand LakotaSioux groupsAssiniboinge and Cheyenne
although the latter remaineabostlyin the South Dakotd8adlandsxcept for one recordethtelope

huntin 1865and perhaps many other such hybtenig 1961Hyde 196820, 196 Hoebel 196G&s

cited in Kuehn 1990:1305undstroml997). For the Lakota, the Badlands contain the scattered
bones of the female water monster (Walke91)9

Unlike other areas in the Northern Plaitgre is a paucity afolonialdocumentation othe North
Dakota BadlandsDuring the exploration of western North and South Dakota in 1742 and 1743,
the two La Vérendrye brothers traveled through the Badlands leaving behind descriptions of the
landscape but little or no information about indigenous groups that mightdesan in the area
(Kuehn 1990:129; Smith 1980). Prior to joining the expedition of Lewis and Clark in 1804 and
1805, the FrenciCanadian trapper Jean Baptiste Le Page descended the Little Missouri River,
passing througlwhat is nowTHRO (Petty 1968). Unfdunately, no detailed accounts of the area
were left behindFew Euroamericans vened into the Little Missouri valleypecause of the
increasing presence afewcoming tribes tawar with U.S. soldiers(Denig 1961:xxvi xxvii;
Emmons 2001; Petty 1963husnative inhabitant$ound safety and seclusion in this ardath

this dearth of written documentation one must rely even more heavily on archaeotogical
ethnographicesearch to gain insights into tbeltural history of the park.

Most of what is knowrabout the archaeology in the vicinity of the Theodore Roosevelt National
Park wassummarizedby Davi d D. KuEhb Archaealogy di EBheodogepRoasevelt i



National Park, North Dako&a ( 1990) . Thi s document wasycrea
Kuehn ledacrossTHRO in 19871989 and included a comprehensive archaeological context for
the park with emphasis on the prehistoric period. Ii82€fe State Historic Preservation Office
updated théNorth Dakota Comprehensive Plan for Historic Preséion (http://history.nd.gov/
hp/stateplan_arch.htilinformation from the archaeological component of this docurft&rggg

et al. 2008has been incorporated into this section of the report.

THRO encompasses 70,447 acres of discontinuous property along the Little MissourNRiger.
ecozones are recognized within the Little Missouri Badlands (Kuehn 1990:22). Distinct
combinations of topographic, pedologic, floral, and faunal variables gligsim each zone. As a

result, the region has an abundance of natural resources that attracted prehistoric groups to the aree
The nine ecosystems include river bottoms, hardwood draws, upland grasslands, rolling grasslands,
terraces, upland breaks, riveebks, toe slopes, and hilly scoria (Beckes and Keyser 198326

At present there are over 300 known archaeological sites within THRO boun(fayie®),
representing a wide range of cultural activities and time perfids~one sites are historicahd
associated with either Native AmericansEmroamericamomesteading and ranching activities in

the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries (Kuehn 1990). The remaining sites have been
assigned to various categori@fesesitesrange from the Argaic period (3500 400 B.C.) to the

Plains Village period (prehistoric and historig)A.D. 1000 1865). Sites without temporally

di agnostic materials are placed i ntgmatiosne.ugh c

To better understand the abundendistribution, and representationhefritageresources in the

park it is necessary to take into accountBha d | ageodharhology and geoarchaeology. The

area ischaracterized by a rugged and highly dissected terrain that was sculpted by a taaif milli
years of erosion. The advance of the Wisconsin glacial ice sheet, ca. 40,000 years ago, altered the
course of the Little Missouri River and initiated alternating processes of erosion and landscape
stability that continue to the present. The modern dapdraphy of the park is the result of
dynamic geomorphol ogical processes that have
record. With ongoing wind, water, and rain erosion the face of the landscape is in a constant state
of flux that often reults in the displacement and/or la$sarchaeological provenience.

Nervertheless hie archaeological record documents the exploration, colonization, and settlement
the Litter Missouri Badlands andHRO in particular. Hundreds of archaeological sitessati®
attachments to land and place that evbinéo the present. Archaeology not only provides a record

of cultural pasts but a clear and present connection between contempeogig and their
historical trajectory; as such, archaeological remainaarat ni que ki nd of et hno
resource. Contrary to late nineteenth and early twentieth century perspectives of the Little Missouri
River Badlands as devoid of life (Broach 1992), this reggsamch in animal, plant, and mineral
resources tiiawere sought by indigenous prehistoric gropeot 1985:91)and, thereafter,
Euroamerican settlerkand use strategies of different groups resulted in archaeological deposits


http://history.nd.gov/%20hp/stateplan_arch.html
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Figure 2 Known archaeological and historical sitesn THRO (2015) [site locationsat this scaleare approximate only]
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representing temporary encampments, locations of respuocerement, ritual spacesynting
localities ranches, homesteads, and other enterprises

The archaeology of the park indicatbat, br at least 5,000 years, indigenous groups used different
constellations ofesources found in the nine ecological zones of the. fdrk Badlands were a

place where resources could be collected and transported to another location where they would
ultimately be used. Trails on ridges and terraces found throughout the park facilitated travel across
the plains. The area was peripheral to most native transhumance rounds, however, it was used as
area of refuge during times of duress (Hollenback 208): Fsom oral history and ethnohistorical
records it is known that the park area was variously visited for hunting and eagle trapping, resource
collecting, war, and ritual purposé&bles 17 in this report list archaeological and ethnographic
resourcesdund in the park, the groups that used them, and their uses.

BEGINNINGS

According to the Mandan creation myth, as tbidto Arthur Mandan by his mother

Calf Woman when First Creator and Lone Man decide to make the world from mud

brought by a bird to theurface of the water, Lone Man chooses to create the east
whereas First Creator chooses create the west, leaving a space between, in the water,
which becomes the Missour.i River éFirst Cre
hills, coulees with timber, ountain streams, and springs with buffalo, elk, mule deer

and white tails, mountain sheep and all other creatures useful to mankind for food and
clothingé Lone man makes the east side: mo
with rivers far apart andhis animals werdeavey otter, muskrat, moose and other

animals with cattle of many colors with long horns and long tails.

First Creator and lone Man meet and compare their creations: They first inspect what
Lone Man has <creat edsé:Fifirtshte draenadt oirs dtiosoa pl per
protection to man. Look at the land | have created: it contains all kinds of game. It has

buttes and mountains by which man can mark his direction. Your land is so level that

a man will easily lose its way fortter ar e no high hills as sig
lakes you have made have most of them no outlet and hence become impure. Look at

the cattle you have created with long horns and tail, of all colors, with hair so short and

smooth that they cannot standthéeab! €é Lone Man realizes his
| have created | thought were the very things most useful to man. | cannot very well

change them now that they are once created. So let us make man use first the things

that you have made until the supplgihausted and then the generations to come shall
utilize those t hi (@isnel@04ircZedeiio etrala20@:130y e at e d .

Calf Womandéds story of the Mandan Creation (v
Hidatsa [Beckwith 1938]provides a measure of space and time in the trajectory of the Missouri
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River tribes; the river not only separates two geographies butvtwiols First Creatao

represents precoloni al i dentity andaksafthairi t i o
recent history and reservation life. The resources found in Theodore Roosevelt National Park
precisely integrate these two worl ds: First

repositories of fossils, animals, plants, and minghasinteracted with people since ancient times
but are also homes of spirits and locales of mystical encounters between humans and supernatura
beings.

At the same timethe history of the park itsélfthe largetthanlife presence of President
Roosevelt his conservation ideals, and specific historical resources including longhorn cattle and
historical architecture built by settlers afwhericanworkersduring the Great Depressidrbelong

in the realm of Lone Mands ca «aytaboutnthe Ndtieeg et h
Americans who were once present in the park area and who continue to situate their identity in this
created landscapes well as Euroamericans who came therealitethis chapter we attempt to
integrate traditional history, archalogical trajectories, and documentary accounts of thibsec

groupsin order to contextualize the use and significance of ethnographic resources found at THRO.

The Native American trajectory in the Missouri River Basin and Badlaegan thousandsysars

ago. Origin stories about the Little Missouri Badlands date to time immemorial agdremally
associated with its unique geological features. For examyilepn (1910:88yecorded a Hidatsa
creation story related by Butterfly; it explains howdire taught Oneman how to make fire; the

fire and smoke [of the pipe] represent burning ground, such as occurs in the area and refers to the
burning coal seamdghe Sioux believed that the Little Missouri was formerly a fertile valley that
was destroyeavhen to tribes fought over it so the @ré&pirit turned it into a wastelan(@Vorks

Project Administration 194176).

The material record of this trajectacgn be dated tthe end of the Pleistocene (ca. 13,500 BP), as
mobile groups of huntegathererdgraversed the Northern Plains back and forth from the foot of the
Rocky Mountains in the west to the edge of the tall grass prairie in the east, and from the Mississippi
and Ohio valleys to the plains. While the Missouri River offered a clear path tev follthis vast
movement, its tributaries, particularly those running nedtth like the Little Missouri River,
offered early hunters a means to reach unique local environments and resources either during
migrations or shofterm stays.

The natural resaues available at THR® bison, deer, and elk, in particudlaare contemporary
representatives of those that sustained pAlaericans. The earliest documented Native American
ancestors who inhabited the Northern Plains at the end of the last glaciatistesiiogm hunting

extinct Pleistocene megafauna, and overtime developed a tradition of hunting the modern species
of bison and supplementing their diet with smaller mammals and wild plants (Frison 1991;
HudecekCuffe 1998; Loendorf and Borchert 1991; Kfald et al. 2010). According to Hudecek

Cuffe (1998), the Paleoindian period on the Northern Plains was characterized by regionally distinct
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groups, exploiting different environments, using diversified strategies and practicinglasest!
economies withhe exploitation of a wide variety of plant and animal resources (also Surovell and
Waguespack 2009).

While artifacts well known for their association with these early hunters (e.g., Clovis spear points)
have not yet been found in THRO, their presencherMissouri River region makes it possible to
suggest that these hunters were cognizant of the Badlands and its potential for sustaining human
groups whose descendants gave origin to the tribes that historically inhabited the region. The shores
of what isnow Lake Sakakawea, for example, preserves heritage resources such as the Moe Site
(32MN101, Schneider 1975, 1982). This site contains evidence of human occupation (albeit
impermanent) along the Missouri River in North Dakota for thousands of years.t it feas

yielded deposits containing Clovis, Folsom, and Mummy Cave complex points as well as the later
Archaic, Woodland and Plains Village artifacts.

Among the most significant natural resources utilized by ancestors since the Paleoindian period
periodis the Knife River Flint (KRF), a highuality siliceous stone used in the manufacture of
projectile points. The main quarries for KRF are located in Dunn and Mercer counties, but the raw
material itself was widely sought by hunters across the NorthemsRlad beyond (Loendorf et

al. 1984; Schneider 1982:35). Paleoindians dug numerous shallow pits into these deposits to obtain
this flint, which are easily identifiable on aerial photographs. It is possible that Paleoindian
craftspeople (and more recentepistoric knappers) specialized on a fiante basis in the
extraction of KRF for exchange, in the manufacture of tools with this raw material, or both, as
indicated in occupations at the at the Bobtail Wolf site (32DU955A) and Big Black site
(32DU955C) nar the quarry. Travel to and from the KRF quarries may have brought prehistoric
groups across the Badlands, which was a more common means of spreading KRF than trade of
specialized tools.

Cultural components dating to the p@bvis Paleoindian period (dg Holocene) are extremely

rare in THRO. Two mutually exclusive hypotheses have been offered to explain this paucity of
early prehistoric materials. The first proposes that the Badlands received little or no utilization by
Paleoindian groups and that ttiarent distribution of sites dating to this time period are the result
of prehistoric settlement and hunting patterns (Loendorf, et al. 1982 as cited in Kuehn 1990:115
118; Schneider 1982). The second hypothesis explains the lack of Paleoindian depts#s)
Badlands as a result of pad#positional formation processes, such as wind and water erosion, and
not as a function of prehistoric behavior (Kuehn 1990:118). The latter explanation is given
credence by evidence of human occupation in the imatedicinity dating as early as 11,500 B.P.

the presence of Leonagatje paleosoils in the park are indicative of ancient surfaces that could have
supported human occupation. From what little information is available, Kuehn (1990:26) suggests
that the earlyprehistory of the Little Missouri Badlands is similar to other areas of the Northern
Plains.
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MOVEMENTAND INITIAL COLONIZATION

The Badlands functioned as a pathway with overland trails along upland ridge systems that linked
the Missouri and Yellowstonevers (Simon 1982). Notions of movement, travel, and migration

are not only significant from an archaeological perspective, but also from a Native American
perspective because there are oral histories of emergence and migration toward the Missouri River
Basin among most contemporary tribes that claim affiliation or association with the region and
THRO in particular. These traditions becomereclearly associated with prehistoric archaeology

as time passgg.g., Ahler 1993)

From an archaeological pergpige, patterns of movement evolved from the-riaching
Paleoindian explorations to a more strategic and localized faizalion with Middle Holocene
(6,500-3,500 BC.) landscapes, suggesting a trend toward the development of knowledge of, and
interactons with, specific resources and landforms within the region. During the Middle Holocene,
climate change and topographic instability following the ice melt conspired to influence the ways
in which ancestral huntayatherers interacted with their landscapée Altithermal Climatic
Episode, which resulted in dramatic ecological transformations across the Plains, marks the
transition to the Plains Archaic period (Loendorf and Borchert 1991:9; William 2000:12). Archaic
peoples relied on hunting intermediateldahen modern bison species and large ungulates, and on

a broader pattern of gathering, but nonetheless followed a lifeway similar to their Paleoindian
predecessors (Gregg and Davidson 1985; Johnson and Wood 1980; Loendorf and Borchert 1991:9;
Reeves 1983 Cultural change was brought about by innovations and adaptation to changing
environmental conditions.

As a result of drought, unstable topography, and uncertain flora and fauna resource distributions,
people living during the Early Archaic period380' 3,000 B.C.) remained organized in few small
groups that exploited local resources within smaller territories than their Paleoindian ancestors and
who did not maintain broad social networks with other groups, as suggested by the proliferation of
localizedand highly varied lithic technologies (Beckes and Keyser 1983:96; Gregg 198081
Intriguingly, small group organization seems to have a deep origin in Mdatidatsa oral history,

as the origin myth recallgiFirst Creator decreed that people inese&ng a living would scatter into

small groups all over the lando (Bowers 1992: 298).

The broagsweeping patterns of movement characteristic of Paleoindian hunters seems to have
changed in terms of resource use and distribution: one indication o thest KRF is no longer

found over the vast territory that it was during the Paleoindian period (Root 1992; Root 1997).
Additionally, there seem to be fewer Early Archaic sites in the Northern Plains, which could be
related to landscape instability, stealgroup size, land use strategies, and formation processes.
While sites assigned to the Early Archaic are rare, many locations within and surrounding the Little
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Missouri Grasslands have yielded materials of this age, for example the -OlswverSite inthe
Killdeer Mountains (Gregg 1985:10804) and the Moe Site (Beckes and Keyser 1983:98).

Early Archaic cultural components are rare within THRO park boundaries (Kuehn 1990:115). An
exception occurs at site 32B1703 in the Petrified Forest area of thie Boiit A KRF Simonsen

point (5,5003,300 B.C.) was discovered during profile excavations and may represent an extant
Early Archaic deposit in the park (Kuehn 1990:11130). This artifact is similar to a specimen
recovered from the TyswlIson site in edsrn Dunn County that dated to 5,345140 B.P.
(Kuehn, et al. 1987:72, 75 as cited in Kuehn 1990:120). Based on the presence ofribechett
projectile point, Kuehn speculates that the component may be associated with the Logan
Creek/Mummy Cave comgx rather than the Oxbow complex (Kuehn 1990:120).

Ancestral populations increased during the Middle Archa@)@ 600 B.C.) through demographic
growth, return of scattered groups to the Missouri River Valley, or both. Frison has noted an
increase in theaumber of sites during the Middle Archaic and in the reliance on wild plant foods,

as well as movement of groups into the open plains and intermontane basins (Frisori 899.1:88

In North Dakota, projectile points diagnostic of these period (McKean, Duratad Hanna
especially) are found at multicomponent sites such as Mondrian Tree (32MZ58) and Moe (Frison
1998:91; Gregg 1985:102 1 2 ) both of which may be consi
traditional sense of the term, in that they continued taathuntergatherer groups over time and

into the historic period.

A general pattern within the Little Missouri Grasslands is an abundance of Mel§eatteposits

on many of the linear ridge formations that occur throughout the Badlands (Beckes and Keyser
1983:177; Simon 1982) including Cinnamon Creek Ridge (Beckes and Keyser 1988079

East, et al. 1981 as cited in Gregg 1985), Anderson Divide (Beckes and Keyser 19B3) 83

and Ice Box Canyon (Beckes and Keyser 19831198% Simon and Borchert 1983 cited in Gregg

1985). Ridge systems, such as Flat Top Butte, Burning Mine Butte, and Lone Butte, in addition to
the aforemstioned, are dotted with smalichaic campsites with stodimed hearths and scatters

of KRF (Beckes and Keyser 1983:177).

It has been argued that these ridge systems offered pathways of least resistance to prehistoric
groups traversing the Badlands (Simon 1982). In addition, the ridges would have provided floral
and faunal resources, water, and reft@erchaic travelers (Hollerdzk 2015:159). One cannot
overemphasize the significance of occupations of buttes and ridges in the traditional history of the
Mandan, Hidatsa, and Crow people, as these landforms consistently appear in oral history,
especially that which is associatedwdulture heroes and spirit beings well as with territorial
boundariegBowers 1992; 2004). Perhaps this is the time when ancestor groups who were local to
the Missouri River Basin and who eventually coalesced with immigrating groups began to develop
cultural attachments and to experience encounters with the spiritual beings that inhabit the buttes
and ridges of the grasslands and badla®dsording to Mandan warrior Crows Breast, the
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Awaxawi Hidatsa were calladaxaxa n Mandan, whi cthh emehaingth fbpuetot pel
Breast n.d., chapter 13:1).

Sites with Middle Archaic components within THRO are better known and include sites 32BI522,
32BI548, 32BI520, 32BI614, 32MZ912, and 32MZ935 (Kuehn 1990:116j 12). Seven
diagnostic projectile pointsvere recovered from these six locations. These include McKean
lanceolate, Mallory, Yonkee, and Hanna. Kuehn (1990:121) suggests that an improvement in
climatic conditions and resource availability during this time period might have led a number of
differert McKean groups to utilize and/or occupy THRO area for almost two millennia.

Throughout the Northern Plains, the Late Archaic periggD(1B.C-A.D. 250) may be identified

by the broad distribution of components of the Pelican Lake Complex, originatiyfie at the
Mortlach site in southern Saskatchewan (Gregg 1985:112). Little change is noted in subsistence
economies of Middle and Late Archaic groups. The distribution of the stylistically distinctive
Pelican Lake projectile points suggests regional kxcal demographic growth as well social
networks acting over large areas within and beyond the Northern Plains; at the same time, each
regional group seems to have adapted their subsistence strategies and land use practices to loce
landscapes and resgas (Zedefio et al. 2015). It is possible that in North Dakota the local groups
relied more heavily on bison procurement than their predecessors (Beckes and Keyser 1983:185).

Other than the Mortlach site, Pelican Lake components have been found at theHslaks site
(32BI317), site 32BI249, and 32BI272 on Anderson Divide in the Little Missouri Grasslands.
Additionally similar components occur at Ice Box Canyon (32MZ38) and Cinnamon Creek Ridge
in the area around THRO (Gregg 1985). During this time, unn&aiedPlains Archaic projectile

point types are abundant in western North Dakota and found in many of these same contexts
(Beckes and Keyser 1983Fjive Pelican Lake sites and two unclassified Late Plains Archaic sites
were recorded duweal sugyey Hrajecth(Kueln 199Gir1@).eThese include
32BI562, 32BI567, 32BI573, 32BI614, 32BI615, 32BI629, and 32BI649. Six cowtehed
projectile points of varying sizes and morphology characterize the Pelican Lake specimens.
Because Pelican Lake likelyedeloped out of McKean, the presence of these components
represents a cultural continuum in the region.

COMMUNITIESAND SOCIALNETWORKS

Community formation and the developmeftnew (andcontinuationof old) panregional social
networks in the Northern &hs date to the Woodland Period (A.D1200) or more specifically to

the Plains Woodland Tradition. This tradition is characterized by the appearance of pottery, burial
mounds, mortuary ritualism, the adoption of the bow and arrow, and other charggmolagy
(Gregg 1985:79; Johnson 2001; Johnson and Johnson \A@g#l and Chomko 1973; Wood and
Johnson 1973 Despite the dearth of information on the Archaic/Woodland transition in the
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Dakotas, many scholars have posited that Woodland communities pevelot of indigenous,
regional archaic groups. Gregg (1985:117) suggests that there is not a qualitative difference
between Archaic and Woodland subsistence economies in North Dakota indicating a cultural
continuum in the Northern Plains region.

While it is difficult to connect precisely origin and migration stories to spesitis (but see Ahler
1993:102), it is important to note that the notion of community is present in the earliest of Native
American traditions. At least one ethnic subgroup, that®a (Hidatsa), has an origgtory that

places them in the Middle Missouri region much earlier than other groups. According to the
Hidatsa, the Awatixa came to the earth from a village in the sky andahaags livedon the
Missouri River The achaeolgical record of the Awatixa is known #s Charred Body Complex
(Bowers 1992:303). Were Woodland groups that peppered the Missouri River region ancestral to
the Awatixa? The answés a tentative yes.

Sites with important Woodland components, includinggSrRanch near Stanton, ND as well as
Menoken in Apple Creek near the town of Mandan, are sgsculatedo be ancestral Awatixa.
Ahler (1993:101) fAcould trace t hehistérivsequencea b r
in the Knife region, placings origin in part in what may be indigenous populations assignable to

the Charred Body complex, and also in early populations who migrated into the region during the
[l ater] period encompassed by the Paimthed Wo
chapter.

The Plains Woodland Tradition (A.Di1,200) in western North Dakota is characterized by the
persistence of a hunting and gathering subsistence economy, based primarily on bison, and smaller
nomadic groups moving through known territoiieseasonal rounds (for a summary of the Plains
Woodland Tradition see Beckes and Keyser 1983:103; Gregget al. 2008; Johnson 2001,
Johnson and Johnson 1998; Kuehn 1990:30; Neuman 1975; Reeves 1983; Wood and Johnson
1973). Technological and ceremonidlanges mark the transition to the Woodlaedod across

the Plains.

The Besant/Sonota complex in the Little Missaagionis marked primarily by the appearance of
diagnostic projectile points and pottery. The introduction of the bow and arrow algs dacing

this time period as evidenced by Samantha projectile points. Knife River Flint is the most frequent
lithic raw material type in components assigned to this complex, but other locally available stone
(e.g., porcellanitdrom the Badlandswas ale utilized for making lithic artifacts. Linear burial
mounds, such as those found along the Missouri RM#od and Chomko 1973Nood and
Johnson 1973), are absent in thelBads. There is suggestitimtceremonialism associated with
bison procurementmtegies expanded during this period, as it happened across the northwestern
Plains (Frison 1991), but did not materialize in the park area.

Communitylife is well represented in Besan/Sonota sites. Evidenggafp activitiesmay be
found in stone cirfe sites, large base camps, and hunting camps (Hill 1288)ell as in food
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processing and cookinigatures (Gregg et al. 200832). A group of three Besant/Sonota sites
(32MZ954, 32MZ946, 32MZ957) containing ceramic remains were located in the Mamiteg Sp
locality. These appear to be single component sites, suggesting some degree of contemporaneity
(cf. Kuehn 1988a). Plains Woodland settlement practices in the Little Missouri Badlands were
undoubtedly linked with dependable wasepplies Gregg et al20081.31).

The existence ofagial networks that stretched across the Plains into the Rocky Mountain Front to
the west and far to the east into the GRiner Valley is for the most part evident in the pagional
distribution of Knife River Flintobsdian, and porcellaniteBesant artifacts made of KRF are found

in Woodlandage campsites as far as St. Mary lakh Montana (Zedefio et al. 2Q1&nd in
mortuary deposits in the upper Mississippi Valley (Braun, et al. 1982 as cited in Gregg 1985; Scribe
1997:157).Zedefods ongoing research indicates tha
points far west and northwest from the Badl a

Other regional Woodland complexes in the Northern Plains include the Laurel CofrjeB. Ci

A.D. 900) (Gregg 1985:12427), the Avonlea Complex (A.D. 46,000) (Gregg 1985:127
130), Ol d Women 6 $1,800 (@redgdo85:1(3¥33),0he Black Duck Complex
(A.D. 800 1,500) (Gregg 1985:13835), and the Mortlach Aggregate (A.CbQD 1780) (Gregg
1985:135; Walde 1994). Of these, only Avonlea has but a slight presence in the Little Missouri
River valley.

Woodland components have been found at the Sunday Sage, Abraxas, and Cinnamon Creek Ridge
sites (Kuehn 1990:31). The largest rhers of sites with known cultural affiliations in THRO are

those assigned to the Besant complex of the Plains Woodland tradition (Kuehn 10823)22

once again conforming the affinity with northwestern Plains populations. Kuehn recorded eleven
sites betwen 1987 and 1989. These are 32BI548, 32BI575, 32BI706, 32B1614, 32MZ954,
32MZ946, 32MZ957, 32MZ984, 32MZ988, 32MZ1000, and 32MZ996 (Kuehn 1990:116). The
identification of these sites as Besant was based on the recovery of eleven projectile points and
ningeen coreroughened sherds. These findings contrast with previous observations about the
death of Plains Woodland components in the Badlands (Beckes and Keyser 1983:190).

REGIONAL ANDLOCALCOALESCENCE

Village life both emerged from, and arrived to, thesséburi River about 1,000 years ago and lasted
until 1865, when life in autonomous villages became untenable. The trajectory of Plains Village
societiesn the Middle Missouri Subarea (which includes the Little Missouri Badlands) is not only
abundantly ewent in the archaémgical record Thiessen ed. 1993), but also explained in
mesmerizing oral traditiong\rchaeologically, Plains Village Tradition unfolded during the

Late Prehistoric period (A.D. 50Q750) and continued until the establishment aidibn
reservationsPlains Villagelife consised of a semisedentary horticultural and a senumadic
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huntinggathering subsistence economy (Ahler 1993; Lehmer 1971; Lovick and Ahler 1982).
Mitchell (2013) notes that village life was not static throughbet centuries; on the contrary,
around A.D. it was reorganized to accommodate aggregation of local and migrant populations as
well as increased agricultural production, bison hunting, and craft specialiZBtisneconomy

was greatly augmentelly trade vith neighbors and distant groups, moving hundreds of items
across the Plaingsotably corn produced in the villag@®ood and Thiessen 1985). Warfare loomed
large, as indicated by the constructioplainned communities, many of them exhibiting formidable
fortifications (Ahler 1993Kvamme 2007)

Both archaeology and oral history indicate thaivement and migratiowere at the center of
village formation and organization; while Euroamerican wsgitgouldlater collapse communities

in large, monolithic étnic groups, origindy Native societies on the Missouri river rgaggregates

of sel-named and seifientifiedsubgroupshatlived in their own villages and had their own origin
storiesand dialectgBowers 1992; 2004)These stories help archaeologidts understand the
complexity and diversity of practices contained in archaeological sites belonging to the Plains
Village Tradition (Ahler 1993)Coalescence may be explained bgamegeographical movement
among the aboriginal groups of the northern Rlaincludng ancestors of the Hidatddandan
Arikara, Crow, and Assiniboinf_owie 1909, 1922aMurray and Swenson 201Bgdefio et al.
2009:115) Narratives of longlistance unidirectional movement toward the Missouri River also
hint at macregeographicbknowledge of unknown antiquity.

Several versions of Mandan and Hidatsa migration stories were recorded by explorers and fur
traders (e.g., Thompson, Tyrrell, ed. 1916), travelers (Catlin 1965; Maximilian de Wied in
Thwaites, ed. 1906), government agéMathews 1877), and ethnographers (e.g., Beckwith 1938;
Bowers 1950, 1963). In many of these accounts key tribal informants acknowledged that different
versions of the story reflected separate origins of Mandan and Hidatsa ancestors andseparate origins
for the historic sulgroup® an admission that has proven diffic{ldtit not impossibleo reconcile
archaeologicallyjAhler 1993)

Bowersdé informants recalled that during thei
Mandan, representing iom three major dialectic grougSertainly, the Mandan have two creation
stories: one that asserts their rigiitboeing on the Heart River and another (transcriiedw)that

places their origin somewhere along the Mississippi River (Bowers 204possible, therefore,

that there may have been even more origin and migration skorieach subgroughat eventually
became conflated into the two that survived to this Gagups of Hidats&roperand River Crow
ancestors likely arrived to the Knife\Rir from the northeast after AD 1450 to johve Awatixa

who werealready in the area since very early times, with the Crow splitting and moving west before
European contact. The question of whether Mandan and Hidatsa joined or replaced existing
nomadic goups who inhabited that segmentloé Missouri River drainage, developed locally,
continues to be explored (Ahler 2003).
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Regional archaeologists generally agree that the historic Mandan derive from a stable -and long
|l ived sedentariyns ayrl tabear aldapfit e(leere artdh a 't
elsewhere in the eastern and central Plas®arly as A.D. 800 (Ahler 1993; Benn 1983; Bruner
1961; Glassner 1974; Henning 1983; Lehmer 1Mitchell 2013; Tiffany 1983; Wedel 1961;
Winham and @labrese 1998; Winham and Lueck 1994; Wood 1967, 200hgreas there is
strong evidence for continuity between late prehistoric traditions and the historic Mandan, there is
much less certainty regarding the trajectory that would connect the earliest Niage
manifestation known as Initial Middilissouri Variant to the protohistoric Mandan. The answer

to this conundrum may lay well beyond our study afsaexpansive as the archaeological record

is along the Missouri River and its tributaries, aklttis known with some certainty is that the
Mandan were well ensconced and settled the Heart River sometime before AD 1250, althought they
may have encountered nomadic or semmadic groups already using the area on a seasonal basis
(Awatixa perhaps?) (Abr 1993; Mitchell 2013).

Broadest in its geographical reach is the Mandan migration tradition told by Wolf Chief to Alfred
Bowers (1950:154.63):

A long time ago the Missouri River flowed into the Mississippi River and thence into

the ocean. On the rightank there was a high point on the ocean shore that the Mandan

came from. They were said to have come from under the ground at that place and
brought corn up. Their chief was named Goc
In this early time when they came out to the ground,d36arred Robe was Corn

Medicine, and he had the right to teach people how to raise corn. The people of
Awigaxa asked him to teach them his songs so as to keep the corn and be successful in
growing their corn. Good Furred Robe also had a robe which, ifkégdi with water,

would cause rain to come.

When they came out of the ground, there were many people but they had no clothing

on. They said, AWe have found Madtahara. o
was | i ke a strangen.r alntgeirs 6al so the word f
Wo | f Chiefés story describes in detaili the

including groups nametlu 6 i ( fafdin om A wio angl | u & p-talang ithe Mississippi

River, their contact with people who made and used shell bowls@oons, their trading of red
painted rabbit hides and meadowlark breasts, and the acquisition useful knowledge and items, such
as the bull boat, the bow and arrow, snares, buffalo corrals, and ceremonies and ritual objects from
First Creator, Lone Manrahe animal peopldxplicit references to travel and navigation abound,

for example,
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Good Furred Robe also owned a boat that was holy. It could carry twelve men. Each
time they wanted to trade in the other village, they would take the red rabbit hiles an
the yellow meadowlark breasts and float over. There was a rough place in the middle,
and they would drop some of these objects into the water, and then the water would
calm.

The narrative contains rich description of landscape features as well asabaifid topographic
variation, with details on the appearance of the Missouri River. From the Mandan migration story,
as recalled by Wolf Chief, one learns that movement toward their final homeland near the
confluence of the Heart and the Missouri Riveadowed the course of the Mississippi River
upstream to the mouth of the Missouri River, and then continued along the Mississippi River cutting
across the prairie toward the White River of South Dakota. Each or all of the Mandan bands named
in the story hilt villages and grew corn at different times and locations along the route, occupying
them for a few years at a tifi@ederio et al. 2009:117%eparation from the main body of the tribe

and regrouping are acknowledged, and references to the passageafd its effects on language
variation are noteworthy (Bowers 1950:157). The knowledge thatdpexific villages existed

and that the identities of these bands persisted into historic times is evident from independent
historical sources, including theurnals kept by Richard Thompson (Tyrredtl. 1916), Prince
Maximilian de Wied (Thwaites, ed. 1906) and by George Catlin (1965), among others.

The Hidatsa origin and migration traditions, first recorded by Thompson in the 1780s (Tyrrell
1916:225) anddter by Lewis and Clark in 1804, are thought to derive in part from those of the
Mandan (Bowers 1963); however, they have an altogether different geographical context. The
story begins in time immemorial somewhere in the underworld of the lacustrineandpdairie
ecotone of the Red River to the northeast, with special emphasis on the connection to Devils Lake
-the Hidatsa primordial homeland. Like the Mandan, the Hidatsa origin and migration stories have
numerous places and events explicitly associatgld one or more linguistically similar (but
dialectically different) subgroups, namely, tdéokac or HidatsaRiver Crow and the Awaxawi.

Their migration took them as far north as the Turtle Mountains during the flood and west to the
Yellowstone and Poder Rivers.

In contrast, the story ahe Awatixa, as mentioned abové&gcks specific references to macro
geographical movement and thus may represent a more localized population with attachments to
the Missouri River that predate the arrival of the Manalad the other Hidatsa subgroups (Bowers
1963:300) but who still spoke a Hidatsa dialect. The Mountain Crow may have resided with the
Awatixa at one time but likely moved west in prehistoric tim&isthe same timeCrow elder
George ReedReed n.d.hasnoted repeatedly during ethnographic studres the trajectory of
some Crow clans or subgroups has allodgin and development in what is now the Crow Indian
Reservation in Montana and Wyominihe role of migratiortraditionsas affirmations of group
identity, social distance, and righaé-being to land and resources is evident in the Hidatsa story
thatacknowledges the prior presence of the Mandan on the Heart River as well as the Awatixa on
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theKnife River, but affirms that corn, buffalo, and tobaavere given to Awaxawi and the Hidatsa
Crow while they wee still living at Devils Lake (Bowers 1992).h&refore they owned these
resources independently from the Mandan. Overall, the migration story and other origin traditions
of the HidatseCrow and Avaxawi portray an ancient lifeway that came to characterize the natives
of the Northern Plais, with far reaching travethat took them from the eastern prairies to the foot

of the Rocky Mountains and frequent contact with other groups including the GlipQeee,
Assiniboine and Blackfoot.

A complex of stories associated with the Awatixa, also known as the myths of the Sacred Arrow,
while not including references to physical travel, reveal the powers of mystical travel and the
significance of ritual indentity formation. The traditions speak of a village in the sky and name
Asacred arrowo refers to the mode of travel
Body, and his ability to change into an arrow (Beckwith 1938). The themes cen@raored
Bodybs selection of 13 sky village coupl es t
earth and its consequences; war and competition for the right to live on the Missouri River; crime
and punishment; and the acquisition of a litcadjiorder as the marker of the end of strife and the
beginning of a new society. These diories of change and becoming and thus are full of
symbolism that provided a rationale for their ritual calendar and many other actiochZ e d e f o e
2009:119)

An eloquent explanatioof the historical trajectorynebedded in these myths was given to Bowers

by Hidatsa informant Bears Arm. Drawing a sketch in the shape of the letter Y, Bears Arm indicated
that each of the upper forks represent (1) the making eofetirth and the exodus from the
underworld and (2) the settlement of the lands by people from the sky; respectively. The stem
symbolizes the acquisition of social and ceremonial obligations once the villages were established,
the Crow had left, and peoptad learned how to cooperate. At different points throughout this
journey, Bears Arm explained, the ancestors acquired ceremonies that follow one another like
Aknots on a stringod (Bowers 1963:304). These
landmarks and resources within the homeland as well as with their ancestral origin Ti&ces.
Badlands (within and outside THRO) figure prominently in some of these ceremonies, notably
eagletrapping.

The trajectory of coalescing groups on the Middlesdduri Subarea would be incomplete without
relating the history omovement oSahnnish or Arikara peopéeross the Missouri River Basin

The oral history of the Sahnish people is taken from sacred bundles and is grified
archeological findings. Anent objects and ceremonies are part of the oral history of
the people. The Sahnish history has its roots in eastern Nebraska where numerous
village sites were found. Oral history tells of a person called "Chief Above" who
brought these villages together @ union for protection against waiting tribes.
Archeologists confirm there was a drawing together into large villages on the Elk Horn
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River in what is now called Omaha, Nebraska, at the end of the prehistoric and
beginning of the protdistoric period.

In 1714, explorelEtienne Veniard de Bourgmont, who spent several years with the
Sahnish, described three Sahnish villages on the west bank of the Missouri above the
Niobrara River and 40 villages still farther up river on both bankd. 72, the Sahnish

had gone up the Missouri into South Dakota near the Arickara River (called Grand
River today).

In 1738, Pierre de Vamess Gaultier de La Verendrye, a French fur trader from
Montreal, seeking a route to the Pacific Ocean, reported villages of the Panaux and
Panai (Sahnish) living a day's journey from the Mandan villages near the mouth of the
Cannonball River. In 1743 La Verendrye's son arrived at the Sahnish villages at the
mouth of the Bad River and was met by the Little Cherry Band of Sahnish. La
Verendrye ommemorated the event by planting a tablet that today is kept in a museum
at Pierre, South Dakota. Jean Baptist Trudeau, a French fur trader, found the Sahnish
living at the mouth of the Grand River around 1-B%4 Trudeau was the first trader to

live with the Sahnish for a long period of time.

Their westward movement has sometimes prompted historians to promote the myth
that the "Arikara seemed to have wandered aimlessly up the Missouri River."
According to Sahnish oral historians, the extensive movernétie tribe were not at
random or without purpose, but was the westward migration in fulfillment of the
directive given to them by Neesaau ti naacitakUx, Chief Above, through an ancient
tradition and from a sacred being called "Mother Corn." (Dorsey)19@wis and

Clark encountered the Sahnish people at the mouth of the Grand River in 1804, and
found them living in three villages that numbered about 3,0@0.
http:/www.mhanation.com/main2/history/PDFs/The%20Sahnish%20(Arikara).pdf

According to Murray and Swenson (2016&)merous semautonomous Arikara earthlodge village
communities located along the Missouri River and its tributaries in South Dakota charagierized
epidemic settlement patterns. Following the demographic collapse caused by disease, these
i ndependent Ari kara communities consolidatec
This consolidation provided @oping mechanisnfor multiple historica contingencies that were
beyond their control. The resulting Arikammunities resembled their former villages in
placement and layout, btteir inhabitants wre amalgamationsf people who spokédifferent

dialects, carried different religious respdnikiies, and who each came to the settlement with their

own ceremonial and political leadefihe authors explain that, given their variable organization

and alliances with neighbors, certain Arikara communities opted for joining temporarily Mandan
and Hdatsa villages. Thus over time the Arikara came to share knowledge about land and resources
as they became familiar with their hastesrritories.

Finally, coalescence at the regional level may also be seen in the movement of protohistoric
Assiniboine goups:
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Tribal oral history states that the Assiniboine originated in the Lake of the Woods and
the Lake Winnipeg area of Canada, and became allied with the Cree. IN 1744, a
division was noted, and "the people" divided again. Some bands moved west into the
valleys of the Assiniboine and Saskatchewan Rivers in Canada, while others moved
south into the Missouri Valley. The bands inhabited an area from the White Earth,
Minnesota, region west to the Sweet Grass Hills of Montana. They iaéxb dnd
roamed north fathe U.S-Canadian border to a line running east and west from Hudson
Bay to the Rocky Mountainghttp://www.ftbelknap.org/assiniboinehistory.hjml

The Assinniboindandsvho came to live @ar the earthlodge villages eventually depelbstrong
trading partnershipsith the Hidatsa and Mandaas indicated by the earliest European observers
They also raided the villages and made Wée. will return to this point.

With respect to archaeolmgl remains of coalescence and village formaabmMHRQ only 12

Plains Village sites have been professionally documented in the Badlands as of 1990 (Kuehn
1990:123)Excavations at the Connell Ranch site (32B1439) were reported by Metcalf (1988). This
gite is situated in overbank deposits on the eastern bank of the Little Missouri River and has been
covered by up to one meter of slopewash clays. Recouaeitatts included butchered bison bone

and fetal bongPlains Village ceramics, chipped stoteking debris, stone tools made mostly of

KRF, a stone bead. Most of the stone artifacts are KRF indicating group use of other portions of
western North Dakota. Bone grease is thought to have been rendered in pots heated directly over
fires, indicating perhapshat grease was needed for the production of pemmican, as this was a
winter encampment (Gregg al. 2008L.34).

The six Plains Village sites identified within THRO are 32BI549, 32BI568, 32Bl1626, 32BI731,
32MZ915, and 32MZ948. The identification of tR&ains Village sites was based of the recovery

of 138 sherds and two projectile points (Kuehn 1990:124). Site 32B1549, a bison processing area,
yielded a single simpistamped body sherd. At site 32BI1568, determined to be less than 1,000
years old, two siple-stamped sherds, two smoothed sherds, and one Late Prehistoric projectile
point were found. Site 32BI626, estimated to be less than 300 years old, had 16stampled
sherds and two undecorated straigit sherds with rounded lips. 32MZ915 contai@&dsimple
stamped sherds, one sherd with a possible punctate, and a small Plamsdidd point. Two
cordlimpressed sherds and one chstkmped sherd were recorded at site 32MZ948. Nimeee
sherds represent two or three vessels from site 32B&&8Entyone are smoothed sherds and 20
are checkstamped. The remainingo artifacts are cortharked.

The presence of cofichpressed ceramics indicates a Plains Village cultural affiliation. The
technique was occasionally used during the Initial and BeigiCoalescent variants; however, it
was more common during the P&ntact Coalescent variant (Lehmer 1971). Check stamping
was common in the Knifeleart region during the Scattered Village and Nailati phases and may be
indicative of ancestral Hidatsa lifer 1993:78). Simplkstamping was a common form of surface
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finish from the Extended Middle Missouri variant through the fsitact Coalescent (A.D.
1100 1869 (Lehmer 1971).

Sites 32BI1549, 32BI626, 32MZ125, 32MZ915, 32MZ948 are all Plains Village wites the

park (NPS 1993:17)5ite 32BI549 is a bison processing area with one sherd and some historic
debris site32BI1626 is a possible PVT site with lithics, ceramics, and a possible heart/bone eroding
from the bank. 32MZ125 has a sidetched Plaing/illage projectile point.Site 32MZ915 is a
possible Plains Village dAfield camp.o0o Site 3
Late Prehistoric sites are 32B1579, 32BI1548, 32BIB2B1648, 32B1695, and 32MZ868.

NATURALIZATION OFTERRITORIALIDENTITIES

Territorial boundaries between the Hidtsa and Mandan appear to have been settled by the time of
European arrival. The Hidatsa and River Crow built villages at and above the Knife River while
the Mandan settled to the soathdeast of the Knifd&iverwith their villagesclusteredaroundthe

Heart Riverarea(Mitchell 2013).The area between the Knife and the Yellowstone rivers, and the
badlands in between, were the traditional hunting ground of the Hidatsa and Riverfioraw;
Alexard e r  H eowrmalg b isknoyvn that they claimed the Little Missouri River to themselves
(Coues 1897:334)mportantly, this hunting ground corresponds to the area where culture hero
Pack Antelopeds roamed as a thunda&d®.ird, kil

Territorial rights were strictly reinforced as this was an area rich in a variety of res@mgde
offered respite fronnclement weathefHollenback 2015)This was particularly evident after the
smallpox epidemic of 1781, when the Hidatsa refuséet the Mandan or the Awaxawi move their
villages above theirs (Wood 1980:30je Little Missouri Badlands afforded protection as well as

a wealth of opportunities for subsistence and worsWmter camps that were built there by
Hidatsa families wer reoccupied, rebuilt, and claimed as property; these were passed on to
descendants (Beckwith 1938:256 cited in Hollenback 2015:160). The Mandan also utilized the
Badlands particularly for eagle trappingut not without Hidatsa blessings.

As Bear Armsald Alfred Bowers (1963:303teremonial obligationdike knots on a string, came

into plae once people had settled in villages and acquired a seasonal rhythm and a social calendar.
Ceremonieand the stories and sortbst sustain them, particularlyt@rms of places and resources
attached to them, are known for fostering theuradization of territoriaidentities (Zedefio et al.

2009). Among the most relevant of these ceremonies, which certainly psetiatearrival of
Europeans into North Americe eagle trapping. Eagle trappingasighly ritualisticactivity that
occurred along the Little Missouri River. While there is archaeological and historical evidence of
eagle trapping along the main branch of the Missouri and other tribytdrgdsittle Missouri
Badlands figurgorominently in this activity.
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Eagle trapping is the quintessentigystical practicavhose value extends beyond the realm of the
sacred and into the trading econorgcording to Hidatsa tradition, it was gifted to the people by
the brown and black bears who were accomplished eagle traBpeigtocally thébears gave this
knowledge and rights to the people in exchange for plant medicine (W#8).Localities of
primordial kear eagldrapping pits wesoncescattered along theain branch of the Missouri River
and particularly around the mouth of the Lit
informants and may mobe undemwater. Once the people got eagle medicine and the right to trap
eagles this becanma ceremaial complex to which few individuals hekkclusive righs. These
individuals would transfeeagle rightdo another individual over a lengthy period of time; it took
commitment and continual gift exchan@durray 2009, 2011)A moredetailed account ohts
complex is found in the eagle resource page asasetiAppendix A

Both Hidatsa and Mandan ancestors held rights to eagle trapping territories in the Bédiglels.
trappingleft distinctive marks on the THRO landscape. Two types of featamedaind the
ceremonial conical lodges where members of an eagle trapping expedition would prepare
themselves for the activifgites32MSZ101, 32MZ955, and 32MZ1}16nd the eagle trapping pits
(sites32MZ630 and 32MZ63RBwhich are subtle and difficult to idefy without a knowledgeable

tribal member as guideDu r i ng K u gdanpogectHidatsaeetderGerard Baker was
working as park ranger at THRO and helped with the identification of these sites.

Historically, the Arikara also acquired rights t@kstrapping suth and west of the Missouri River.
Parks (1996:282) states that to the Arikaagle trapping wasecond only in importamecto war as

a means to acquiteonor. They would travel from Lik&-Fishhook Village to favorite locations
presumablyin the Badlands, where they would build a sleeping lodge and pit. An important
distinction between known Mandarikara wooden conical lodges and Arikara lodges, according
to oral history, is that the l&it had a roof reinforced with pumice stoiilearks1996287).

There is no record of any other tribe utilizing the Little Missouri Badlands for eagle trapping or any
other ceremony.

VECTORS OKEHANGE

By thelate seventeentbentury,shortly before the establishment of the Hudson Bay Company in
1675,the Middle Missouri Subarea was not only home to bustling earthlodge villages but also a
main nock in vast interregional trade at which the trajectories of many ethnic groups intersected
(Thiessen 1993Buch was the world first encountered by European tnaviel¢he Northern Plains.

In this section we discuss three of the most important vectors of change introduced directly or
indirectly to Native American lifen the Missouri Riveéy trade, disease, and warfarand their
relevance for understanding the lamdi aesource use history of THRO.

26



Trade

[The Mandar) knew well how to profit thereby in trading their grain, tobacco, peltries,
andpainted feathersyhich they know the Assiliboille [Assiniboiih&ighly value[and
who] had purchased emghing which their means permitted, such as painted buffalo
robes; skins of deer and antelope well dressed and ornamented wihrfanes of
painted feathers; peltries; wrought garters, headdresses, and. girdl¥grendrye as
cited in Thwaites 19042%)

French explorer Pierre Varénnes Sieur de la Vérendrye arrived to the Missouri River in 1738 and
encountered a metropolitan market in the Mandan towns, where goods of all kinds cimuathted
were redistributedrom the Rocky Mountains to the city of.Stouis and beyondqWood and
Thiessen 1985) ong distance trade networkaown at the time of contaatere in place probably

since theterth century, but flourished and expanded shortly before the arrival of Europeans into
the region([Ewers 1954 Foodstdfs, buffalo robeshides and peltriedeathers of numerous birds,
medicinal plants, pigmentshelland stone, as well as ceremonial objects, ceremonial knowledge,
and craftsepeatedlychanged handd.he protohistoric and historic Mandand presumablyhe
Hidatsawere renowned across the continent for their role as traders and middlemen before the
smallpox almost annihilated them in the nineteenth cerffeeyn 2014 The historic Mandan
spoke several languages that faciititheir middlemen roléBowers (1950:157)To their villages
flocked the Arikara, Blackfoot, Crow, Cree, Assiniboine, Cheyenrghoshone,Arapahoe,
Comanche, Kiowa, and Kiow&pache in search for their productglany items were likely
obtained dowsthe-line from the many permanentétemporary trade centers on the Great Plains,
Rocky Mountains, Gulf Coast, and Northwé@gitchell 2013)

Among the most important pexjuestrian trade goodkat were obtained in the Little Misouri
Badlandsvere eagle feathers, particularly golden esgjldeathersBecause of its near invisibility

in the archaeological record, the feather trade has been grossly underestimated in studies of pre
contact economies in the northern Plains, yet, eagle featbessitutedfor many tribes, notably

the Mandarand t he Bl ackfoot, a Astandard of aval ue
measured (Grinnell 196236) The widespreaderemonialvalue and popularity of eagle feathers

in Plains warfare and other honor systeocasipled with unequal distributiasf eagle rights within

and across the Missouri River tripeseated a huge market for theihe value of eagle feathers

in Plains Indian society and culture would not change through time, however, it would come to be
held against a new standard: the Sgfahorse, introduced to the village tribes in the-a800s.

Shortly after the Hudson Bay Company was established in 1675, European goods began to trickle
down to the Missouri River through native trade partn&ngs indirect trade network marks the

first of three stages ofativep ar t i ci pati on i n t h €Thidssers 19e813%1).c A f
The AssiniboingChippewa, Cree, and Siogervedvariouslyas middlemen betwedhe English

and other tribes during early HudsonBayy@wa ny 6 s Yor k Factor y-69).nl an

TheAssiniboine, in particulaacquired European trade goods and passed them on to other Plains
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tribes at a significantmatk p, exchanging their Aused and de
andot her trade goodso for corn, | eather, feat!
(Ray 1974:88; Rodnick 1938).

Considering that evidence of Assiniboine eagle trapping is rare, trade with the Mbindkzsa,

and Blackfootbecame an important way to obtain valued eagle feathers for use in dress, regalia,
and ceremonial items (Denig 2000:195; Will and Hyde 1964180). In time of need, such
precious goods could also be ficashsahetyppof s o
eagle tail feathers formally transferred to an eagle trapping apprentice within strictly controlled
parameters could also be traded to an Assiniboine partner for the price of a horse, a gun, or a number
of bison robes (Chandler et al. 2018kcounts of the Columbia Dalles trade center compiled by
Griswold (1954), further indicatthat golden eagle feathers were traded to the Northwestern tribes.

By 1740 the horse and the gun had made thay intothe Middle Missouri villagesThereatfter,
European traders made intermittent visits to the villages bringing an assortment ofitzatg,

the Missouri River tribes did not acquire many guns as they preferred to hunt with the bow and
arrow; but as disease and intertribal conflict sent comimesninto distress people began to see

guns as the answer to defending their villages. For the sedentary Mandan, for example, guns became
indispensable in the defense of their villages against the mounted enemy that threatened to burn
their lodges (Fenn 2@). Availability of these goods stimulated the participation of the Mandan

and Hidatsa as middlemen traders, thus opening the door for the second stage of their historic trade
system(Thiessen 1993:34).

By the end of that century, however, the MandanHiddtsa had established direct trade relations

with the French NortWest CompanyTenant traders increased the frequency and length of their
visits, a few of them eventually establishing their residence at the villages and marrying native
women.Little is known of the local Mandan history between 1740 and 1790, except from rumors
reported by Northwest Company trader Peter Pond, that a Mr. Pinneshon had reached the Mandan
villages pror to 1763, where he fourtetench traders already there (Thiessen 1993Ttere are

also rumors that Mr. Menard, a Canadian trader, had a house in their villages sometime around
1770 and remained there for about 16 years (Nasatir 1952:82).

The Hidatsa, Mandan and Arikara were major trade partri¢ihe Crow. The Crow residig along

river sometimes served as middlemen between the Missouri River tribes and the upland Crow.
Voget also noted that the upland Crow traded extensively with the Nez Perce (Voget 2001:697).
Importantly, their access to the headwaters of the Yellowgféakowstone Lake), which was
visited by numerous tribes since prehistoric times (Loendorf and Nabokov 2004), and to trails that
paralleled or crossed the Rocky Mountains, placed them in an ideal position to also trade with
western tribes and obtain resoes from the Far West and Southwest that eventually made their
way to the upper Missouri.

Although the village tribes were not as hevsealthy as the Croythe Cheyennear the Blackfoot
(Bamforth 1988) they nonethelesgalued their horses for their hiimg abilities and traction,
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allowing people to travel farther and faster than ever befodeto accumulate personal wealth
(Hamalainen 2003)The most prized possessioha Plains huntewas a good buffalo runner that

could partner with the hunter indlsuccessful bison kill. Trade in these horses provides a clear
picture oftheir value in the commodity market relative to indigenous valuables suehgées
feathers. Grinnell (1920:240) noted that in the north, where golden eagles abounded, the Blackfoot
could purchase a good horse with five golden eagles, compared to further south where only two
eagles could purchase the same. A Blackfoot (North Peigan) consultant explained that his male
ancestors were eagle trappers by occupation, and that the gotlerfezdhers were prized so
highly that only one eagle feather might be traded for a horse in certain cohikztsise,
Wadington Matthews (1877:28gported that the Mandan could trade a single tail feather from a
gol den eagl e t ouffalorhordeh.e.,ra hdrse swift enodigh to outtun & young adult
buf f al o i Horsdshere dlsa Wiséd.imbpayment for even greater valuables such as the
instance in which the Blackfoot were willing to pay 150 horses to the Mandan in the purcaase of
sacred white buffalo rob@handler 2014

There are records that the village tribes trapped bdavénradeduring the height of the fur trade
(Thiessen 1993), however, the ethnographic record does not indicate that they were engaged in this
activity in any intensive way as were the Cree or the Chippewa, for example.

Trade would shift once again toward the exploitation of bison hides that took off in the early
nineteenth centurgca. 1820s1850s)with the arrival of the American Fur Company to th@eip
Missouri River(Barbour 2001)The hide trade was particularly attractive to native hunters because
they had the upper hand in the direct procurement of filta®fore, they were also in the pims

to dictate the placement of trading posts alorgyrier. Fort Clark was one of the earliest posts
near the Mandan; the Blackfoot had Fort Benton, and the Assinjioree, and Crovnad Fort
Union.

Fort Unionwas locatechear the mouth of the Yellowstone River and wksest to the Little
MissouriBadl and s . It was the | argest and more | mpc
Upper Missouri Outfit. It attracted numerous tribal groups, not only those with ancestral territories

in the region but also other tribes from more distant areas, notaliéyedif bands of Sioux
(Chandler 2012) The Assiniboing in particular, developed strong attachments towdheir
neighboringFort Union soon after it was established in 1829, visiting it frequently and acting as
guardansagainst marauders (Barbour 2001L1.3The character of the relationships between the
fortds traders and t he As s-kinshipbio ithe sense that thd b e
Assiniboine devel oped personal friendships a
(see Larpenter 6 s not es The forCasa greatly behe&fitgd the Crow, whose hunting
grounds extended along the Yellowstone River and who had not succeeded at retaining trading
posts built earlier by Manuel Lisa in their territory (Wood and Thiessen 1985).

The bison hide trade had a large impact on the dynamics ofegamal trade networks,
particularly in terms of competition for access to the large bison herds of the north. It would

eventually lead to an increase in warfare among competing tiibesughout thefirst half of the
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nineteenth century the Hidatsa steadily asserted their political control dviididée Missouri

region byconsolidaing their hunting territory, which around 1830 extended from the Powder River
to Square Buttes and from the mooftthe Yellowstone to the Cannonball River. The decade of
1830 was particularly momentous for the Hidatsa. At the height of the buffalo hide trade they
occupied a prominent role in providing hides to the American Fur Company posts between the
Heart and th Yellowstone Rivers (Bowers 1963heir dominance would eventually be weakened

by the smallpox epidemic in 183For their part, up to the epidemic thlkandan huntingind eagle
trappinggrounds extended west to the Little Missouri River; despite tlatttof the advancing
Sioux, they continued to hunt south around their ancestral villages in the Heart River area (Abel
1997).

Disease

Virgin soil epidemics arrived to the New World with the first Spanish explorers at the turn of the
sixteenth centuryRanmenofsky 1988)They spread to aboriginal populations decades before they
met the first Europeans. It is difficult to comprehend the devastation these epidemics caused across
the continentTrimble (1989:50) examined the dynamics of disease systems asawé@idividual

and community responses to contagion and survival. His chronology of infection for Plains tribes
and vicinity indicates that the Arikara and Sioux were the earliest to suffer smallpox in 1734, with
16 subsequent epidemics affecting the MissRiver tribes of praeservation days

The smallpox pandemic of 1781 Hite Northern Plains tribesith incredible ferocitylt affected

mobile and sedentary communities differently, with the latter bemgibst ravaged by the disease.

Yet, mobile hunters also suffered great losses; the Assiniboine, for example, appeared to have lost
at least 3,000 lodges (almost ehalf of the population) between the mouth of the Yellowstone
River and the Edmonton House (Bray and Bray 1993:26Zjmilar case came made for the
Blackfoot (Jackson 2000)The smallpox epidemic of 178&as particularly devastating for the
sedentary Mandan, reducitigeHeart Rivewillages from seven to three afaifcing them to move
upriver near the HidatsgFenn 2014) Immediately following the epidemic, the Mandan
consolidated in two settlements about 20 miles south of the Knife River villages. By the time trader
David Thompson reached them (Coues 1897), the Hidatsa and Mandan were consolidated in five
villages: Big Hidatsa and winter village with only Hidatsa lodges; Black Cat, across the river,
with only Mandan lodges; and Sakakawea Village and Deapolis Village with a combined
population of Hidatsa and Mandan (Ahler 2003c:3).

Death of knowledgeable adults and able laborersitber sex caused tremendous demographic
upheaval as devastated communities either joined other ethnic groups or consolidated their
surviving members into new settlements (Hollenback 2012). Raids for captive women and children
were also a common resulttbie epidemic, as mobile hunters needed to replenish their numbers in
order to have a viable, exogamous communitgt, by the turn of the nineteenth century the
population had recovered to the point that Mandan and Hidatsa were able to regroup sepdrately a
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were living in two and three villages, respectiv@tpllenback 2012Fenn 2014 Tha is where
Lewis and Clarkvould meet thenthem in 1805.

The Hidatsa proper were gifted and aggressive buffalo hunters. They moved frequently, covering
enormous distaces during their seasonal hunts, regularly engaging in warfare campaigns as far
from their home as the three forks of the Missouri River, as indicated in maps of warpaths that date
to the Lewis and Clark expedition (Bowers 1965; Warhus 1997). This chiasticprotected them

from the full forceof diseaseBetween 1781 and 1837 there were a number of intervening
epidemics of various kindbkat affected groups at different times (Trimble 1988} none were as
devastatings the smallpox epidemic of 183¥hich ended Hidatsa dominance in the hide trade

The smallpox epidemic of 1837 ravaged the villages below the Knife River, forcing the Mandan,
Awatixa, and advancing Arikara to reorganize their settlements (Ahler 26f@8enback 2012,

2015. FortClarlb s trader Fr ani297 desckbhdathe egftects of thebepidemic in
gory detail The tribes were accidentally exposed by traders to a smallpox strain that was so virulent
that many Mandan were dying within a few hours of presenting the firgiteyms, some passing

in agony even before the pustules began to erupt. Catlin wrote that maybe only 30 to 40 Mandan
people survived (Catlin 1965 vol. II: 26258). It has been established, however, that between 19
and 24 families actually survived the epide. It spread quickly up river, being carried on by
people trading at Fort Union and reaching the Rocky Mountains by T888Assiniboinevere
reducedby as much as 60 percanid the Arikara were likewise nearly destroyed.

Within the next few years, dllut a small group of Nuptadi Mandan would join the Hidatsa at Big
Hidatsa Village. The increasingly heterogeneous population of that village moved their lodges to
the opposite side of the river in 1845kea at a
Fi s h hThat kame year traders open a post that became known as Fort Berthold, which moved
once after burning downThe Arikara joined LikeA-Fishhook but maintained a separate
neighbehood and ceremonial faciliti€¢Smith 1972)

The Little Missoui Badlands played a unique role a a region of refuge during times of epidemics
and conflict: the ktlatsa established refuge buttites in the badlands, as for example, Night
Wal ker 6s But2t0e07) ( LiHogilreomdbtack 92015inih4inl® wr i
Missouri Badlands at higher elevations was one form of coping with the shifting sociopolitical
structure in the region, increased aggression from neighboring groups, and loss of life and
ontol ogical security from Old World diseases

Warfare

The arrival of Europeans to kb Americaand the fur trade and epidemtbat they broughtaused

a demographic upheaval that rippled across the continent from the Great Lakes to the Rocky
Mountains.The adoption of the horse resulted in the rise of ngiéipisodesnd endemic warfare
(Ewers 1958 Competition for control of trading brokerages stokedidue/ewar fires (Ray 1974).

31



Epidemics destabilized communities, particularly sedentary ones like the Mandan, placing them at
a higher risk ofnvasion(Fenn 2014)In addition, historical events such as the Iroquoian war and
the Pueblo Revolt in the seventeenth century resulted in the displacement of different ethnic groups
and subgroups. The Chippewa and Cree, for pl@rhegan a westward expansioria late 1600s

that would last until the establishment of the reservation sy&edefio and Stoffle 2003} heir
expansion into the upper Mississippi and Red River valleys in turn pt&ddte Siouxor Nakota

and Cheyenne groups to the wgsibbon 2003Westerman anwhite 2013. In this journey thge
groupsencountered the migrating Arikara, not without ensuing cor(flerks 2001)Among the

most difficult geopolitical issue to bear was the loosening up oflhahg) boundarieand access
rights(e.g,t he Hi dat sads western bounda ragdtheshidtinhunt
political alliances that had kept peojterelative peaceThe result washacs, particularly as the
nineteenth centurynfolded, when American military expeditions ashaslcompetition for access

to buffalo herds during the hide trableught violence to a critical height

It is not that warfare was unheard of before European coitaetlidatsa and the Mandaa well

as the Arikaravere not always allies and duringnes of stress they fought each other fiercely
(Abel 1932). Yet, the groups knew who they were and had no qualms about it (Hansomi883).
Arikara were particularly vulnerable to violence as they straddled, during their migration, the
hunting grounds ofhe Teton, the Cheyenne, and the Mandan. They regrouped repeatedly during
the protdhistoric period as they engaged in situational sedeniumrgy and Swenson 201@ut
sometime in the decade of 1790 the Arikara were pushed out of the Cheyenne Riwel bioth

and were forced by them to joather communitieso the north Will 1924:303).

Tabeau stated that the Arikara became tired of war and their position of inferiority in such hostilities
in relationship with the Mandanhe Hidatsaand theNakota(Yankton, Yanktonai, and Teton
bands) He recorded that on August 31, 1804, the Arikara offered to accept the peace pipe from the
Mandan and the Hidatsa (Abel 1939:127), but atsble of the Arikara did not agree with the
proposed alliance and rebellethus, only nine of the remaining Arikara tribes allied with the
Mandan and the Hidatsa. The unified group was planning to eradicate the rebelling tribe and had
made preparations with the Mandan to destroy the renegade tribe. However, an imminent advance
of Sioux watrriors drew their attention away from the renegddewis and Clark were witness to

this event (Abel 1939:12839). Although they lived alongside the Mandan and Hidatsa, the
Arikara kept their distinctive identity as Caddespeaking farmers arate known and referred as

such by the numerous visitors to their villages (e.g., Abel 1939; Smith 1980; Thwaites, ed. 1906;
Catlin 1965).

For their part, the Assiniboine fought neighboring tribes, notably the Blackfoot and Cree initially
to safeguard theenviable position as middlemen in the fur trade and, later on, to maintain control
of their hunting territory against tidakota Lowie (1909:8) noted that the Assiniboine, at the time
of Lewis and Clark, were not only in contact with the Missouri Rikibes, but effectively hunted
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along the north bank of the river. Their westward and southward moveasethie fur trade
advancegblaced them increasingly atldswith the Dakota speakers, the Crow, and the Blatkfoo

Meanwhile, challenges and opporturstessociated with the fur traoethe eastern woodlands of
Minnesotahad pushed theNakota onto the plainsbeginning in the late eighteenth century
(http7/www.ndstudies.org/resources/IndianStudies/spiritlake/historical_migratioi. lRn@aller

Jr. (2008) notes that travelling across the prairie to the Missouri River Valley and hosting intertribal
trade fairs led the Yanktonais to develop tielas withthe Missouri VMlagers. Yet, at times these
relations turned into outright conflict. Progressive encroachment of the Yanktonai in hunting
groundsinstigated and inflamed warfare between these migrants and tribes already living in the
northernPlains.Aided by the horse, th8iouxquickly expanded toward the upper Missouri River,

and by the end of the eighteenth century had gained enormous military advantage over the Plains
groups; they were not simply #Apl ayHidagg anche g8
Arikaraen massand burning their villages (Bruner 1961; Stewart 1974:196). They continued this
trend until the Mandan were practically decimated by war and pkaglieveryone had moved into
Like-A-Fishhook Village

The Hidatsa and Crow wereosk allies and defended each other, their villages, and their hunting
territory (Beckwith 1938). Yet, the smallpox epidemics encouraged violence against the weakened
villagers who continuously sought defend their corn stores and goods from Sioux wa jrartie

his biography, Mandan warri@rows Heartwho lived thorugh the mid800s and early 1900s and
grew up in LikeA-Fishhook Village, recorded repeated instances of village raids. He also noted
that the villagers often sent war parties agaotisér trbes Crows Heartn.d.). ltwas not unusual

to lose 30 able warriors on average during a single raid. Raids affected women and children
particularly, as they would be taken prisioner and sold as slaves.

In evaluating the dynamics of Plains Indian wariars important to point out that these were not

all out wars in which entire ethnic groups confronted one another. It was common to have friends
in certain enemy groups and to trade or camp with them in certain occasions such as trade fairs
mentioned by @ller (2008)and largeceremoniesin the words of Standing Rock Sioux Tribe:

When the Middle Sioux moved onto the prairie they had contact with the semisedentary
riverine tribes such as the Mandan, Hidatsa, and Arikara. Eventually the Yanktonai
displacedhese tribes and forced them upstream. However, periodically the Yanktonai
did engage in trade with these tribes and eventually some bands adopted the earthlodge,
bullboat, and horticultural techniques of these people, though buffalo remained their
primaryfood source. The Yanktonai also maintained aspects of their former Woodland
lifestyle. (http://standingrock.org/history/

Crows Heart (n.gd.mentions these relatively uneasy relationships among differempgiand their
volatility. Throughout this time period people travelled across the plains but not without incident.
Mounted partie®f villagers, sometimes accompanied by women and children riding in travois,
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routinely visited the Crow. The parties wouldss the Little Missouri River at the point where
their trail would turn straight east toward the Killdeer Mountains. On the wooded valleys of the
Little Missouri they would hunt deer, elk, and antelope (upper river), as well as trap eagles and
collect cobred eart(Crows Heart n.¢d.Beckwith 1938). Sometimes they would be attacked while
conducting these activities. For examghark (1996287-288) relates a story about a party of
Arikara eagle trappers who were attacked by a Sioux party while ortrégging lodges. Many
travelers avoided the Little Missouri during time of war, preferring instead to follow the
Yellowstone River to the villages rather than to crbesBadlands (Crows Heart r.d.

The arrival of American traders and government agaftes the War of 1812 brought about a new

set of political challenges to the Northern Plains tribes. Although initially American traders were
interested in furs, by the 1820s the American Fur Company had envisioned a new trade in buffalo
hides (Barbour 2Q0). Hunting buffalo for the hide trade was an activity that mounted groups
readily embraceds it did not require middlemeas noted above. Yet, pursuing the herds led to
encroachment on traditional hunting territories, which in turn inflamed the alve&atite political
relationships of longime residents and newcomers.

The capitalist nature of fur trading, combined with very different customs and ideologies of
property, caused many tensions between the Arikara and Euroamerican tfadezgample,
violence between the United States military, which used Native American allies to attack Arikara
settlements, changed the tone of interactions between the Arikara and Euroamerican traders. In
1822, an employee of American Fur Company trader William Ashigy killed in an Arikara
settlement at Cottonwood Creek which prompted military action (Nester 20014139 A joint
AmericanSioux force attacked the Arikara villages on Cottonwood Creek in 1823 as retribution
for the previ ous \slkehed with artdlerye thet Asikara edidengsrfled boehe n g
Mandan and Hidatsas under the cover of darkness (Nestor 20018D§8An 1824 peace treaty
allowed the Arikara to return to Cottonwood Creek in 1825, but the tribe abandoned the villages
again in1833 due to incursions from the Sioux, tensions with Americans, drought, and crop failures
(Jensen and Hutchins 2001).

Toward the miell800s everyone was deeply involved in the hide trAdéhat timethe Yankton

and Yanktonai groups lived throughout thet€au des Prairies, between the James and Minnesota
rivers and west to the Missouri River. Robinson (1956:56) states that the Oto drove the Yankton
and Yanktonai out of preseday western lowa, consequently they settled in the James River
Valley. They als lived around the lower Sioux River and the headwaters of the Little Sioux and
Des Moines rivers. Champe cites Tabeau recording that some Yankton were hunting at the mouth
of the Grand River and hunted in the territory of the Minnesota River. Tabeawosdsoa band of
Yankton who lived on the James River and hunted beaver on the Des Moines River, and the east
bank of the Missouri River (Champe 1974:268; Howard 1972:286). The Yankton and Yanktonai
alsohunted west of the Missouri River, sometimes huniiig the Lakota (DeMallie 2001b:777).
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Woolworth (1974:15B158) characterizes the period of 184860 as a time when game became
exceedingly scarce between the Missouri and Minnesota rivers, thereby causing great hardship for
Yankton and Santee Dakota wbocupied this regiomAs a result of game scarcity, these Siouan
speakers presdon toward the west and northwdsttable Euroamericamghovisited the Arikara
settements in the 1830s and 1840s made observations about the contolensevperpetrated
between the expanding Sioux, Crow, and Euroamerican grdingse observations led to the
impression that the Plains tribes were exceedingly aggressive p@sgilaen 1965:1:208204;
Thwaites, ed. 1906:294). Agolenceincreased during the 1850s and 186&fistoo did political

and economic disruption in the region.

The Treaty of Fort Laramie, signed in 1851, was in large part aimed at defining the homelands and
hunting territories, both exclusive and joint, of the Plains tribes and thus end endemic. Watfare
every tribe attended the council or signed the treaty, however, territories were defined in the letter
of the treaty and later ratified or modified for each tribe (as is the case of the Blackfoot Treaty of
1855).In 1851, four leaders, including tHamous Hidatsa war chief Four Bears, attended the
Treaty of Fort Laramie, where the Mandan, Hidatsa, and Arikara were assigned one reservation
that originally extended, clockwise, from the mouth of the Yellowstone River to the Heart River,
and to the PowdeRiver, thus including the Little Missouri Badlariiishe modern reservation is

only a fraction of the original on&@he Assiniboine reserved the area to the north of the Missouri
River, and the Crow, Shoshone, and Blackfeet received joint rights to hurgelmethe Missouri

and the Yellowstond\ot all the Sioux bands attended the treaty but they were reserved hunting
territories in the Dakotas, Nebraska, and western Wyoming.

Many other treaties and land cessions would follow the Treaty of Latartie geat discontent

of the Plains tribedn 1856 at Fort PierreSioux chiefsfrom several band&ere summoned to

council and treaty for peace between the tribes and the United States. However, tensions were soon
to flair as new settlements, white encroachtmand steamboat traffic on the Missouri disrupted
Sioux life. Tensions exploded in Minnesatéh the Siouxwar of 1862 (Westerman andlVhite

2012) Military and civilian forces ruthlessly sought vengeance onDh&ota egardless of
participation in theuprising. All Siouxspeakersn Minnesota were suspect and therefore targets.

W. A. Wilson (2004187) writes,

The year 1862 marked perhaps the greatest turning point in the long history of our
Dakota people. By the early 1860s, at the hands of the colsmizehad, for at least
several decades, already faced tremendous assaults on our land, on our spirituality, on
our educational system, on our communal lifestyle, on our subsistence patterns, and on
our physical being. In August of 1862 Dakota people Vi@cang starvation because

the government had again violated their treaty obligations and was late in producing
the gold necessary to fend off starvation. A few Dakota had finally had enough and had
struck out by killing a family of white settlers in Actdviinnesota, after a quarrel when

some warriors took some eggs. The next day the Dakota officially declared war upon
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the United States government and its citizens. The war, however, wasivathrand
within six weeks the Dakota were defeated by the sawyganized against them.

As fleeingDakotaleft Minnesota and entered the lands of their relatives, the Yankton and Teton,
the military continued their pursuit. American generals Sibley and Sully led army forces against
the Sioux, Sibley from Minnesotapad Sul |y by ascending the Miss
through the summer of 1864, pursuing the fleeing Santee from Minnesota. At Killdeer Mountain,
near the Little Missouri River in North Dakota, Sully killed many Yanktonai and Teton who had
nothing to do with thauprising (DeMallie 2001b:781).

In the years 18611862, various bands of western Sioux pushed the Crow to the Rockies, attacked
the Mandan and the Hidatsas at Fort Berthold killing the great Four Bears, and attacked the remnant
Arikara village near Fort Clark. Faced with such aggression, the Arikara abandoned their village
near Fort Clark (Barbour 2001:215). The Arikdeeling the treat on their numbensoved up the
Missouri River and built two villages on the opposite bank of the Mis$mm Like-a-Fishhook

Village, amalgamating, by 1862, with the Mandan and Hidatsa ata-kishhook(Murray and
Swenson 2015Parks (2001) states that by 1872, the Arikara section of this village consisted of 43
earth lodges and 28 log cabins, manwdi i ch | i ed outside the villze
ethnic differences were still hard at play during this period.

De Mallie (2001b:781L783) notes that after the conflict between the Sioux and the United States,
Peace Commissions were establishenf 1865 to 1868. The United States government made
treaties with all Teton and Yanktonai bands on the Missouri River. Although the intent of these
treaties was to establish peace in the region, many Sioux protested the provisions of the treaty,
which favaed the United States and its colonial intere@i¢esterman andWhite 2012)
Nonetheless, the U. S. Senate ratified the treaties into law. The Treaty of 1868 established the Great
Sioux Reservation in South Dakota west of the Missouri River. All otheslandlorth Dakota

and South Dakota, not previously reserved, were ceded to the United Bletddnited States
government had thought to contain all Sioux people into a relatively small area by creating the
AGreat Sioux Reser v aptewantedto livebiruntestenndSouthdékbta. Bareo u x
significantly, not all Sioux people wanted to live in such close proximity with all the other Sioux
bands that were encouraged to settle on the Great Sioux Reservation.

The Sioux wars of the 1860s broud tAssiniboine and the Yanktonai close together, as the latter
refused to settle in the South Dakota reservatiSome Sioux who were still following the bison

herds roamed into Montana Territory. More than a thousand Yanktonai ventured to Fort Buford on
the Missouri River just near the present border between North Dakota and Montana in the fall of
1869. These Sioux told the commanding officer of the fort that they wished to receive annuities
and that they were not yet bound by a tred@tye Yanktonai popation more than doubled the
following summer. IN187B|1 ack Eyeds band of Lower Yankton
at the mouth of the Poplar River in present day Montana, upstream from Fort Buford. In 1871 there
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were 250 lodges of Yanktonai, YanktoTeton, and Santee Dakota encamped downstream from
the Milk River Agency, which was the agency for the Gros Ventre and the Assiniboine. This
collection of Sioux and Assiniboine became the Fort Peck Reservation in 1874 (DeMallie
2001b:787). However, defile boundaries were not set until 1888, which included cession of all
claims to land outside the reservation boundaries for the Yanktonai, Yankdofssiniboine who

lived there.They participated in the Ghost Dance movement of 1890 (Mooney 1991).

The arly 1880s brought many changes and much suffering. By 1881, all the buffalo were gone
from the region. Coinciding with these dramatic changes was the surrender of rebel Sioux leader
Sitting Bull at Fort Buford on July 1881. Thereafter, some of his folteyas well as the Yanktonai,
remained near Fort Peck and eventually settled and intermarried with Assiniboine. The years 1883
and 1884 are marked by the starvation death of over 300 Assimi@ioiihe Wolf Point subgency

and of 400 Blackfeedt Old Agercy.

For the villagers, life was only slightly easier as they could sustain themselves and their traditions
with farming. But the influence of Euroamerican culture was insidious, causing much distress
among tribespeople. In 1894small band of Hidatsa drMandan, led by a Hidatsa proper named
Crow-Flies-High, split from LikeaFishhook Village and remained in safiposed exile until

1894, when the band was marched back to the Fort Berthold Indian Reservation (Fox 1988). Crow
FliesHigh was a respected webr but had his own ideas about tradition and governance, and that
placed him at odds with his elders. Thus, when leadership of the council at the village came into
guestion, his band broke away (Bowers 198&fording toCrows Hear{n.d., chapter 14):

Crow Fly High took all his relatives and said that there were buffalo out west instead
of the government rations. They took the medicine of the Sun Naxpike along and there
were very few left at the old village so it really went west for they held [tleszery]
regularly up there. They did not come back to visit but the rest of us would go out there
a great deal visiting for there were buffaloes up there yet and we would go by there
visiting when out on the hunt.

From encounters with rancher Marquis de Msgrin the early 1890s, it is known that the Grow
FliesHigh band frequented not only the Yellowstone River but the upper Little Missouri River,
and it is possible that they had an encampment or even a small temporary village by Squaw Creek,
near the X Rartsite. This particular piece of information comes from a permanent exhibit case at
the Three Affiliated Tribes Museum in New Town, North Dakota, but an independent reference to
it has not yet been found. Eventually, disputes with settlers and worrigbeha@nd would not
cooperate led the US government to coerce them into returning to the Fort Berthold Indian
Reservation. In 1894 they were forced to leave their village and escorted back to Fort Berthold
(Malouf 1963). The site of CrowwliesH i g h 6 ge nowioverdloaks the Four Bears Bridge in New
Town.
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According toCrows Heartn.d.: 211216), the villagers sought to keep their ceremonial difel
practices (e.g., chasing the few remaining buffalo on the Little Missouri Riespite pessure
from missioners, government agents, and their own convidreslast Mandan Okipa ceremony
was held in 1895:

Spotted Eagle was |l ast to give Okipa who \
Tami si k and after moved sabigcrowdteven Si@us er vat i
and whites came to watch i1it. é At this | a:

people had lots of corn and vegetables and | went out hunting as did all theaathers

got deer and that was the principal thing we ate. laradx team and a cow that the
government gave me but | could not kill them. There were only a few cattle around that

time. There were Arikara, Crow, Blackfeet, Gros Ventre, Sioux, whites and they were
camped around in tipis taod If ingihxteed up so t he
There were only two Indians | know who wo
the Christian church, Poor Wolf who was one of the first to join the Congregational

Church and the other was Hawk and they kept their families away too. We fi¢ftetha

end of the old times had come and that it was getting hard to give the ceremony so we

were not surprised when it was never given again. People still dreamed of it but they

gave feasts to the cedar and to the drums or to the bundles but we nevgetiert

like that again.

In the summer of 2004 Zedefio and her colleagues visited the late LutherliGankiandan

Hidatsa eldeandWorld War I veteran who had lived his entire life in the Fort Berthhold Indian
Reservation. We asked him abomvementandtrails. He told us thahetrails he took begin and

endin the reservatolrAnd yet, Highway 2, the AHigh Line,
tribes took long ago; today they continue to follow this trail to visit one another by driving on the
highway.
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EUROQAMERICANSIN THE BADLANDS
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INTRODUCTION

For hour after hour, flatness gave way to more flatness, and Roosevelt must surely have
tired of pressing his face against the unrewarding glass. Perhaps he slept, lulled by the
steady rush o&ir and wheels. If so, he missed seeing a corrugation on the western
horizon, shortly after midnight; then, within minutes, all geological hell broke loose.
On both sides the landscape disintegrated into a fantastic maze of buttes, ravines,
mudbanks, andliffs, smoldering here and there with inexplicable fires. Pillars of clay
drifted byd more and more slowly now, as the train snaked down into the very bowels
of the Badlands. A sluggish swirl of silver water opened out ahead; the train rumbled
across on trtles, and stopped near a shadowy cluser of buildings. The time was two
in the morning, and thplace was Little Missouri. (Morris 2001:186)

Since the 1880s, Euroamerican ranchers, farmers, and entrepreneurs have established permaner
residency near THROhe Badlands have played an important role in several capitalist ventures
including cattle ranching, farming, and oil
Badlands left an indelible mark. For the rest of his life, Roosevelt believed experienedsral
landscapes were important to the character of Americans as a people. He devoted much effort
toward using his political authority to protect vast expanses of our country from industrial
development to be used by future generations. During theteahtieth century, North Dakotans
embarked upon a campaign to set aside a portion of the Badlands as a national park to be dedicatec
to Theodore Roosevel t dnghisshappter wetaim @bvide afrardevarkr r e
forunderstandingho® ur oamer i cans have used the parkos
has shaped the way they view their society.

FUR TRADING AND EXPLORATION IN THE BADLANDS 1800s 7
1860 s

Native Americans were the principal users of the Badlands prior to the mitineteatury. Cultural

remains suggest that most activity in this area was devoted to resource procurement. The Badlands
were also an area of refuge where war parties could pass unnoticed and Native people could escape
aggressorslhe region might have be&nown to Europeans prior to the first documented visitation

as FrencHCanadian fur trappers named the area "les mauvais terres pour traverse," or "bad lands
to travel through'(Morris 2001:198)y the early 1800s. It is unknown if the name was gleaned
from interactions with Native Americans or filsand experience. The first ndfative American

known to have entered the region that is now Theodore Roosevelt National Park was Jean Baptiste
Le Page who was a Fren€lanadian fur trapper that descended th#eLMissouri River to join

the Lewis and Clark ¥pedition in the winter of 18A805. Le Page was headed to Fort Mandan at
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that time. Lewis and Clark would pass the mouth of the Little Missouri on April 12, 1805, but they
did not venture into the Badlan{Retty 1968:388).

Steamboat traffic along the Missouri River to Fort Union began in 1832, bringing hundreds of non
Native travelers past the mouth of the Little Missouri. Few of these individuals trekked into the
Badlands. The threat of Sioux attacks egybrts of the difficult landscape deterred most travelers.
Early reports mention vast buffalo herds, elk, deer, antelope, and Audubon sheep in the Little
Missouri region. The first account of Euroamerican hunting along the Little Missouri comes from
the 1848 report of an Irish hunter named John Palliser. At this time, game, particularly grizzly bear,
was plentiful in the Badlands. Palliser took grizzly and buffalo between the Killdeer Mountains and
the Little Missouri in a region that may have included l#rescape that is now part of the park
(Petty 1968:380390).

The earliesEuroamericarpresence in the Badlands came when Brigadier General Alfred Sully
campaigned against the Sioux in 1864 following an uprising against Euroamericans in Minnesota.
Sully engaged a large Sioux encampment and, upon attack, the Sioux took refuge in the Badlands.
Foll owing the battl e, Sullyés forces travers
south of presentay Medora (Petty 1968:390). Railroad surveysrufi871 1872 brought both
military and civilians through the Badlands. In 1871, Major Joseph N. Whistler escorted a party
across the Badlands near the present south boundary of the park (Petty 1968:391). The military
presence in the park continued during 1870s. In May and early June of 1876, Lieutenant Colonel
George A. Custer passed through the Badlands on his fatal campaign with the Sioux at Little
Bighorn. He camped along the Little Missouri at a location about five miles south of Medora (Petty
1968392).

HOMESTEADINGRANCHING AND SETTLEMENT, 1860 571880 s

Making a living was difficult in the Badlands of North Dakota. Despite the numerous land
ordinances that facilitated homesteading and ranching, few were able to wrest a profitable living
from this Bndscape. Its beauty concealed the aridity and spotty forage that caused hardships for
Euroamerican agriculturalists. Ndwative emigrants arrived to the area that would become
Theodore Roosevelt Park during the second half of the nineteenth centurjhoffeelyto create
homes and towns that would serve as testaments to their hard work. The town of Medora was
founded by ranching interests but it was the agrarian families of the Badlands that sustained this
settlement into the twentieth century. Eventudélyge ventures like a meatpacking business started

by the Marquis de Mores wejaned by family businesses and smaller enterprises.

While life was hard work for those who lived here permanently, the beauty and wildness of the
Badlands caught the eye ofon of A mer i cads mo sd Theodotkdroosevett.o n s €
The time spent riding the range was an indelible period of his life. The conservation movement in
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the United States would be forever changed from the time Roosevelt arrived in the Badleasls. It
here where he realized the important role that open spaces play in the American identity. In the
future, he would take action to make sure open spaces would be available to future generations.

Arid Lands Ranching in the Badlands

In the United Stategarms and ranches have always been both businesses and homes. These home
based businesses are central actors in an extensive complex that produces agricultural products botl
for use on the homestead and for sale within larger markets. Buildings, plamisaand people

on a farm must be oriented toward efficient output and functionality. In the vicinity of the Theodore
Roosevelt National Park, ranches and farms provided the livelihood for the majority of county
residents. Agricultural opportunity wasetpbrimary reason for Euroamerican settlement of the area
until the development of petroleum production during the second half of the twentieth century. One
way to view life in the farm families of the North Dakota Badlands and the rest of the United States

is to investigate their role ithe greater capitalist system.

Throughout its history, agriculturalists in the United States moved into cash crop production as
soon as they could progress from subsistence farming. By the nineteenth century, most
Euroameran farms focused on cash crops while also providing for household needs. Agrarian
people believed they were producing agricultural products as efficiently as possible within the
technological and environmental limitations of the time. Government polstiek,as the military

land warrants (1847 and 1855), General Homestead Act (1862), Indian Homestead Act (1875), and
the Stockraising Homestead Act (1916), promoted the spread of agriculture in the American West
(Gates 1963, 1964; Mosk 1963; Shannon 1988 North Dakota Badlands were no different.
Farmers and ranchers in and arotihéodore Roosevelt National Park were responding to supply
and demand economics on a local, regional, national, and international level (Terrell PRE%:22

The capricious cofyination of nature, market conditions, and the @wereasing costs of
maintaining a productive and profitable farm or ranch were daunting forces that frequently drove
many aspiring agriculturalists out of business. The succdssrohmericamagriculturewas also a

curse: increased, efficient production lowered the prices for farm products, requiring larger
investments in land, labor, or machinery in order to increase production. Farmers and ranchers at
the close of the nineteenth century found themsebpseezed by evahrinking prices for
agricultural products and rising operating costs. In order to stay afloat, farmers and ranchers always
had to increase production and efficiency or seek outside work (Terrell 2006:22; VanBueren
2004:1921).

Life for most Euroamericans in the Badlands revolved around ranching, but productivity and profits
were only a small part of ranch life. Ranching households have received significant coverage in the
historical and archaeological literature (examples include Adar®8; X8abak et al. 1999; Fite
1966, 1981; Limerick 1987; Stein 1990; Terrell 2006). Through the hard work of maintaining a

ranch, families took a pragmatic, conservative approach. Money was scarce, so ingenuity and labor
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was used to compensate. Ends werewii#tout spending money. Ranching households operated

in a similar manner with regard to consumerism, flexible adaptability, and social conservatism as
other workingclass and middlelass Euroamericanfamilies. Despite their remoteness, rural
households ¢ld similar beliefs, values, and practices of urBamoamericas. They just had to

work harder to make these memes a reality.

During the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, all Americans were influenced by the
wider movements of the day: magsqdiuction, advertisement, the expansion of corporatism, social
inequality, and labor advocacy (Bucheli et al. 2007; Cook et al. 1996; Stine 1990; Van Bueren
2004:19 20; White 1991:318320). In the face of these economic forces, rural households
maintained frugal approach to life and consumption. Being closer to the means of production gave
rural households a higher degree of -seifficiency than most urban households. This-self
sufficiency decreased greatly after 1900 as mass production and transpdrtgdfovements
reduced the cost of items that were formerly considered luxuries (Van Bueren 2Qd4:23
Eventually, even the most salfifficient rural households were unable to resist the abundance of
cheaper, mass produced products.

The Realities of Rarhing in the Badlands

In the process of describing the expansion of cattle ranching in the Great Basin, historians James
A. Young and B. Abbott Sparks (2002:xiv) explain the fragility of sagebrush grasslands in the arid
west:

The potential of the environmeto support plant and animal life was limited by lack

of moisture and often by accumulations of salts in the soil. The native vegetation lacked
the resilience, depth, and plasticity to cope with concentrations of large herbivores.
When faced with grazinperds of cattle, the plant communities did not adapt; the
shattered.

While the grasslands of North Dakota are different than those in the Great Basin, they were still
susceptible to environmental degradation from overstocking and poor ranching prdttises.
especially true for the Badlands. The North Dakota grasslands had supported herds of bison, elk,
and deer for thousands of years. Most of the North Dakota grasslands could easily support cattle
herds, especially after the bison herds had beenrglied, as long as the ranchers remained
mindful of the environmental impact of their actions. The unique topography and environmental
conditions of the Badlands, however, made cattle ranching a more precarious endeavor. Conditions
were arid here. Forage wanuch less robust. The prime grazing lands near the Badlands had been
removed from the public domain under the various land tenure acts by the early 1900s leaving
behind only submarginal lands. Badlands ranchers used this landscape to supplement privately
owned lands.
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Ranching in what would become Theodore Roosevelt National Park began in the wake of the Civil
War as ranchers based in Texas looked to expand their enterprises. Cattle ranching in North Dakota
was an extension of Spanish colonial animal hodhatechniques that were adapted for life in the

New World during the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. The Spanish were well acquainted with
livestock herding, specifically sheep and cattle, and they brought these skills with them to their
colonies inthe Americas. This knowledge continued during the Mexican Periodi(182%). It

was from Hispanic ranchers that Euroamericans learned how to herd cattle in open country and
drive them en masse across large distances. Euroamerican cattlemen in TexgsdeHipfmnic
ranching techniques with great success and became major players in the beef industry. It was these
Texan ranchers that brought larggale stockraising to North Dakota (Mattison 1950).

During the Civil War, the Union blockade of the AtlantiodaGulf coasts and control of the
Mississippi River prevented Texas cattlemen from exporting their livestock. Their growing herds
quickly overstocked the range in Texas (Mattison 1950:4). It was these conditions that prompted
cattlemen in the region to lkalsewhere for pasture as soon as hostilities ceased. Explorations in
the 1870s made Texas ranchers aware of the fruitful conditions on the open ranges of the Dakotas
but three main factors prevented them from driving their livestock north at that hiengreat

buffalo herds that still roamed the range, lack of rail transportation, and Native Americans were at
threat (Mattison 195013).

By the 1880s, conditions had changed. The Northern Pacific Railway crossed the regiori in 1879
1880, the U.S. Army crasle against the Sioux largely eliminated them as a threat, and pressure
from Euroamericans prompted the U.S. Government to dramatically decrease the size of the Sioux
reservation opening vast areas of grassland to exploitation (Mattison 1960These esnts

created conditions suitable for the expansion of laggde cattle ranching in the Dakotas, including

the Badlands.

The role Texas cattlemen played in the development of ranching in the northern Plains cannot be

overstated. Mattison (1950:8) explan e d ; AMany of the unwritten
origins in Texas. The Texans were early to see the possibilities of the northern plains region as
cattle country. They were among the first to

otherparts of the world how to manage large herds on the open range. Investors from the eastern
United States and Europe, who were familiar with profitable ranching in Texas, were encouraged
by stories of easy money that could be made from the free grasslodikbtas. By 1881, the cattle

boom had begun (Mattison 1950; Welsh 1955).

From 1880 to 1886, cattle surged toward the Dakotas from Texas with smaller numbers coming
from ranches to the east. Despite the fact that the Badlands had been characterizaess a b
wasteland, ranchers that understood the variegated landscape of the region thought it still provided
opportunity. The first largecale cattlemen along the Little Missouri in the region that would
become the park arrived in 1883. Among them was Tdreddoosevelt who purchased the Maltese
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Cross and Elkhorn Ranches, the Marquis de Mores who started a meatpacking and processing
facility at Medora, and Pierre Wibaux who started his first herd along the Big Beaver River in
Montana (Mattison 1950:9; Weld955:4 7).

At that time, the area from Dickinson to Medora remained unclaimed grasslands that were open for
the taking. Reports from Medora during 1884 and 1885 emphasized the suitability of the region for
ranching and directed their advertisements tderag#n on overstocked lands in Texas and the
southern Plains. Newspapers described the abundant grass, ample water sources, and sheltere
gulches in the Badlands that provided otherwise excellent conditions forskeabge ranching.
Roosevelt himself prometl the region in newspaper articles he wrote, however, he also understood
that the experiment of ranching had not yet
Bad Lands as a country for fattening steers has been proved beyond all doubit; iago@ early

to say definitively how it will turmdl3out as

The early 1880s boosterism was successful. By 1885, the cattle industry was well established in
Billings County. Approximately 30 percent ofetff37 people in the county were engaged in stock
raising (Golpen 1947:7). By this time, nearly all of the available range along the Little Missouri
had been occupied. Most of this country was utilized by large outfits that were financed by eastern
orforegn capital (Mattison 1950:13; Welch 1955)
an estimated 1,000 head of cattle with another 500 éalapproximately $4,500 in livestock.
Merrifield and Ferris, two of Rab20250ehgad and @B p a
calves on the Maltese Cross Ranch that were worth another $6,600 (Mattison 1950:13). The
Marquis de Mores was also running hundreds of head of cattle in Billings County.

Despite the wealth of cattlemen and cattle on the Badlandshingnremained an untested
experiment. The industry was barely a decade old in this region and these capitalists had never been
tested by the vagaries of weather on the northern Plains. The winter 01.8886vas the first test

for the ranching industryConditions were amiable for ranching during 1885. Abundant rain had
resulted in excellent pastures and the winter of 18886 was mild, which further enticed
cattlemen to bring their livestock north even though the Dakota ranges were already overstocked
by this time. A late spring and dry summer during 1886 created a bleak outlook for cattlemen, who
were joined again by large droves of cattle from outside the area. By the fall of 1886, the prairies
of the West Missouri Slope and Badlands were severelyovard and the normal fall rains did

not come (Mattison 1950:145; Welch 1955:89). The grasslands collapsed. Animals could not
strengthen themselves for the upcoming winter.

The immense herds across this regwhjch were already weakened by conditicthgring the
summer and fall, were met with a particularly severe winter that featured several blizzards and deep
freezes in December and January. Warm weather finally melted the snow in March, 1887 and
cattlemen began counting their losses. By the roundfipate summer, it became clear that
thousands of head of cattle on the Badlands had Aigabugh no official figures of the loss
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survive, a estimated 75 percent of all the cattle on the Badlands were lost (Mattison 1950:15;
Morris 2001:376Welch 19553).

The hard winter of 1888887 saw the demise of largeale ranching across the open prairies of
the Badl ands. Rooseveltds and de Moresos wer
went out of business due to their extraordinary lossesidgunvestors that had been backing these
ventures pulled their funding and liquidated the remaining herds in an attempt to salvage what they
coul d. The winter did much to end the Marq
refrigerated boxcars oof Medora. He was out of business by 1887 (Mattison 19506 3<oster
2008:23). While many outfits suffered horrible losses, several cattlemen like Pierre Wibaux were
able to purchase the remaining livestock at deeply discounted rates. Wibaux laichtieiéoufor
prosperity during the 1890s from this event (Welch 1955). The demise ofskeaigeranching in

1887 was a pivotal moment in Badlands history because, with the withdrawal of outside investment,
the region became dominated by smaller outfits phavided feed and shelter for their animals in
winter. During the 1890s and early 1900s, homesteaders acquired most of the suitable grazing land,
removing it from the public domain. The free ranges were closed (Mattison 1950:16). The stage
was set for community development on the Badlands.

Theodore Roosevelt in the Badlands, 188892

During the years from 1884 to 1892, Roosevelt spent much of his time in the Dakotas. While he
was away from New York, he familiarized himself with all seasons in the Baglkmi northern

Great Plains. These transformative experiences were documented in three books written at the end
of the nineteenth centuritunting Trips of a Ranchmgi884),Ranch Life and the Hunting Trail

and The Wilderness Huntg1893) (Cutright 198515 1) . I n addition to
thoughts on masculine outdoorsmanship, they are alsd&rst accounts of what life was like in

the American West at the close of the nineteenth centurhénWilderness HunteRoosevelt
describes life onmie Elkhorn Ranch:

No life can be pleasanter than life during the months of fall on the ranch in the northern
cattle country. The weather is cool; in the evenings and on the rare rainy days we are
glad to sit by the great fireplace, with its roaring cottood/ logs. But on most days

not a cloud dims the serene splendor of the sky; and the fresh pure air is clear with the
wonderful clearness of the high plains. We are in the saddle from morning to night
(Roosevelt 1893:20).

The planfor his first trip to theDakotas was born from a conversation in early 1883 with H.H.
Gorringe. Roosevelt had recently finished law school at Columbia and had been elected to the New
York Assembly. Like otheEuroamericarbig game hunters, Roosevelt had long wanted to hunt
buffalo on the Plains. From his personal experiences in the Dakotas and Texas, Gorringe assured
Roosevelt that buffalo could still be hunted in the Little Missouri Trench. Roosevelt agreed to travel

to the region later that year, even though Gorringe could éenthe trip. He arrived in the
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Badlands of the Little Missouri on September 8, 1883 and was immediately taken aback with the
natural beauty and abundance of wildlife (Cutright 1985:148; Morris 2001: 186;Nelson
1957:171). Roosevelt was 24 years old.

According to Rooseveltds writings, the sceni
image that he considered the quintessential essence of wild areas. The Badlands are characterizet
by undulating prairies are dissected by cottonwibacked $reams and rivers with vast expanses

of canyons striped with different colored soils. Extreme temperatures range from more than 100
degrees Fahrenheit in the summer to negative 40 degrees in winter. It was a place that challenged
Roosevelt unlike anywherge had experienced to that point in his life (Cutright 1985:148;

Jack 2011:275281).

Upon arriving in Medora, Roosevelt searched for local ranchers to help him find bison to hunt. He
quickly found Joe Ferris who was the proprietor of the Maltese Gassh(Morris 2001:191)

The Maltese Cross was operated by Ferris, his brother Sylvane, and Bill Merrifield, a Canadian
cowboy who had moved to the Dakotas around 1880. Still in their early twenties, the young
operators of the Maltese Cross Ranch wereosmded by other young, seklliant ranchers that
included the first wave of European emigrants. Resolute and pragmatic, the Badlands ranchers
suffered from a lack of capital for which to improve their enterprises. In order to expand, they even
were willing to take investments from New Yorkers like Roosevelt (Cutright 1986144).

Roosevelt convinced Ferris to guide his first buffalo hunt, which was conducted for over two weeks
in poor weather and across rough terrain. The Badlands ranchers were imprgsse® o o s e v e |
ability to endure hardship. After two weeks of searching, Roosevelt managed to kill an impressive
buffalo. He shipped the head and skin back to New York for taxidermy. This hunting trip and
experience with the Ferris brothers, along withcdssions of the impending cattle boom, had
impressed Roosevelt so much that he decided to go into ranching. Upon the conclusion of his first
trip, he named Merrifield and Sylvane Ferris the managers of his ranching enterprises at the Maltese
Cross and cafalized the venture with $14,000 (Cutright 1985:1443; Nelson 1957:171).

Drawing upon a lifelong interest in wildlife, Roosevelt immersed himself in observing the different
landscapes of the Badlands. He described the area surrounding the ElkhornnRanmolerous
writings. While working the land as a rancher, Roosevelt also noted the various game animals in
the vicinity like grizzly bear, elk, buffalo, antelope, mountain goat, and bighorn sheep and smaller
animals such as skunks, packrats, owls, raitllkess and a number of different songbirds (Cutright
1985:151156).

He acquainted himself with all the different ecological zones of the Badlands, but remained
fascinated by the lonely openness of the grasslands. Roosevelt visited the semiarid grasslands
amost dail y, MNawhetejnotgven at sed, 8o8sba,mariifeel more lonely than when
riding across the fareaching, seemingly nevending plains; and, after a man has lived a little

while on or near them, their very vastness and lonelinesshaiidrmelancholy monotony have a
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strong fascinationforhim ( Cut ri ght 1985:155; Jack 2010: 27
Roosevelt took several backcountry hunting excursions to mountainous landscapes further west in
Idaho, Wyoming, and British Qambia. His enjoyment of the backcountry was further deepened
from these treks as he continued closely observing landscapes, plants, and animals in these area
(Cutright 1985:158).

Elkhorn Ranch History and Layout (18831898)

Before returning home to Newovk in the fall of 1883, Roosevelt purchased the Maltese Cross
Ranch south of Medora. He charged Ferris and Merrifield to look after its cattle and serve as the
foremen. He also prompted them to purchase more cattle. In 1884, Roosevelt returned and learned
that the herd at the Maltese Cross wintered well. He began looking for a second ranch site, which
he located in June, 1884 about 35 miles north of Medora. This property would become the Elkhorn
Ranch. Roosevelt purchased a site already occupied by ahamtitig shack for $400; however,
research has revealed that the location upon which the Elkhorn Ranch stands had been granted tc
the Northern Pacific Improvement Company in the late 1870s. The Company received its patent
for this land in 1906 and it wasldgl by the Company in 1918 (Mattison 19604.:52).

Despite suffering the death of his wife and mother as well as a political defeat in 1884, Roosevelt
continued working on his ranching enterprises in the Badlands. In 1884, Roosevelt called for his
companims William W. Sewall and Wilmot Dow to come out from Maine and manage the
operations at the Elkhorn. Neither Sewall nor Dow had any experience in cattle ranching. Sewall
and Dow were joined by Bill Rowe and the crew worked on constructing the builditige at
Elkhorn for the remainder of 1884. By rdizkcember the walls were erected. The roof was shingled
and floor installed by February, 1885. The main ranch house was completed in the spring of 1885
(Mattison 1960a:53Morris 2001:294.

In the spring of 1885Roo0sevelt stocked the Elkhorn and increased the herds at the Maltese Cross.
Over 1,500 cattle were purchased i n Minnesot
portion was driven to the Maltese Cross while the remainder were sent to thenEkhanris
2001:295) Construction on the Elkhorn continued throughout 1885. Roosevelt returned in August
with Sewall 6s wife and child and Rooseveltos
during the winter of 188581886, but six people were livj at the Elkhorn at that time: the three
Sewalls, Mr. and Mrs. Dow, and Bill Rowe (Mattison 196085%).

Roosevelt spent much of 1886 traveling the Dakotas and Rockies. By this time, the range had been
greatly overstocked and the outlook for the Malt€sess and Elkhorn operations was not good.

This discouraging outlook, along with the hardships and loneliness of raising a family in the
Badlands, caused Sewell and Dow to leave the ranching business in the fall dfji&86efore

the disastrous winter.nEy were released from their contract with Roosevelt on September 22,
1886 and returned home to Maine. Management of the Elkhorn was turned over to Ferris and
Merrifield (Mattison 1960a:55, 1960b:141).
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Rooseveltds ventur es aenddue tothe trabicewmeemnof 1838BBIE t o
This was one of the worst winters in history. Roosevelt lost an estimated $50,000. He would not
reverse this financial misfortune for years to come. Tax records show Roosevelt suffered a 40
percent loss in the hdwwinter of 18861887. It broke his enterprises in the Badlands. Despite the
financial loss, Roosevelt would always consider his time spent in the Badlands as one of his most
cherished experiences, stating t haanchhvihitsiwo u l
experiences <c¢close to Nature and among the
experiences of his life (Cutright 1985:161; Mattison 1960e58%h

Roosevelt continued to actively maintain both ranches until 1890. Merrifield may éraagned

at the Elkhorn until 1891 even though Roosevelt pretty much abandoned the ranch in 1890. He
visited the Elkhorn in 1892, 1893, and 1896. He left his herds to dwindle. The decision to dissolve
the Elkhorn Ranch was made before Roosevelt left totleaéRough Riders during the Spanish
American War in 1897. He charged his brotietaw to sell his ranching interests in North Dakota

for whatever price he could get. The properties were sold to Ferris soon after (Mattison 1960a:56
58; Nelson 1957:174).

In the next several years, the Elkhorn Ranch was used by other cowboys and hunters before the
buildings were dismantled by local ranchers. In 1898, a rancher that once worked at the Elkhorn
visited Ferris in Medora and had a conversation about salvagrigrtiber from the ranch. With
Ferrisd consent, the rancher hauled away al:
Badlands stockman informed Roosevelt in late 1901 just after he assumed the presidency that nearly
every scrap of the buildings hatisappeared from the ranch site (Mattison 1960a:58; Nelson
1957:174).

Despite his financial losses and eventual retirement from ranching, Roosevelt won the love and

respect from the people who saw him work hand in hand with local ranchers and smikgittthe

of the land. As Morris (2001:378) notes, this leadership was something people craved, spreading
across the country. tif & had noobeea for nfy gears ia Moeth Dakow s a
| never would have become President of the United State
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These experiences in the Badlands galvanized
nature preserves where future Americans could experience recreation in unsettled spaces. He hac
seen the environmental damage wrought by overgrazing. He watched as increased settlement in the
American West had an adverse effect on wildlife, especially big game animals. An avid hunter,
Roosevelt and other big game hunters came to the conclusionetioaiyhway to provide for their

own adventures and future generations was to establish nature reserves where the land base fo
these animals would allow them to exist as the west was settled (Cutright 1985). They also believed
outdoor experiences wereimpd ant f or surviving the modern

little experience roughing it, the hardships seem a good deal less formidable than they formerly
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dido (Jack 2010:278). While he was writsong a
expresses how roughing it could make everyday life in urban spaces more bearable for those who
had the time.

In the 1870s, Roosevelt enjoyed conversations with George Bird Grinnell. Grinnell had much more
experience in the West than Roosevelt and hiigessed widespread environmental degradation

in previously intact environments across the country (Cutright 1985168J. This environmental
degradation was also taking place in the eastern United States, but the iconic open spaces of the
West had comeotcharacterize the country by this time (Cutright 1985:17Q). Euroamericans

had affixed their cultural identity to the pioneers, Native Americans, and iconic animals of the west
so the loss of these ideological symbols bore a disproportionately largfenéal impact than the
polluted streams of Manhattan.

During the 1880s and 1890s, Roosevelt was intimately involved in a conservation movement that
was spearheaded by a group of upper class sportsmen who were working in their best interests. A
deepseded vein of masculinity based on hunting and backwoods experiences was at the heart of
conservationist groups such as the Boone and Crockett Club. The editors of leading outdoors
magazines liké-orest and Strear(il873 andField and Streanf1874 conveyedhese sentiments

to large audiences through their publications (Cutright 19851.&/79 ) . Sportsmanos
these periodicals as platforms where they could discuss the scientific management of forests, game,
and the prevention of pollution. By the 189@hese groups were using their political influence to
shape government conservation efforts. Roosevelt was integral to this process, both as an author
and rising political figure (Cutright 1985:16978).

Roosevelt also believed in harnessing scientifisepvation in order to base political decisions. In

the 1890s, he oversaw an investigation of conservation and game management in New York State.
The study revealed that government mismanagement and polluting industries were degrading
reserves in the Adirmdacks and Catskills. Logging was particularly destructive to forests near
nature reserves (Cutright 1985:2@86). He realized at this time that nature reserves required
skilled management, frequent assessment, and scientific management in order Breersev

1899 nomination of Gifford Pinchot as the chief forester and head of the Division of Forestry in the
Department of Agriculture by the McKinley Administration was fortuitous because Pinchot had
been studied forestry in Europe where the sciencééend in existence for over a century. During

his presidency, Roosevelt collaborated with Pinchot to establish a plan through which millions of
acres would be set aside as forest reserves and national parks during the early 1900s (Cutright
1985). This comlmation of scientific study backed by governmental administration would become
the backbone of conservation through national parks and forests in the United States.
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BUILDING COMMUNITY IN THEBADLANDS 1880 21960 s

The seeds for the community of Medora wexens during the cattle boom of the 1880s, but they

did not mature until the early 1900s. There was almost no cattle ranching in the Badlands prior to
1881; however, the cattle boom of the 1880s provided an impetus for the first Euroamericans to
stay longterm in the area (Golpen 1947:6). The first Adative American settlement on the Little
Missouri in the vicinity of Medora was established in 1879 by the U.S. Army. The Bad Lands
Cantonment was built on the west side of the river near where a Northerioc Radifoad bridge

was projected to cross the river. This post was created to protect railroad workers from Native
American attacks. A post office named Comba after the base commander was established in the
Cantonment in 1880 (Mattison 1950:18; William& 39B0). Until 1883, this small military outpost

was the only settlement along the Northern Pacific line in the Badlands. Several businesses and
buildings were constructed near the Cantonment including the Pyramid Park Hotel, a bar, and the
railroad faciliies. The Cantonment was abandoned just before the establishment of the town of
Medora and the small number of buildings and businesses were folded into the new town. The
village was greatly expanded after the arrival of the Marquis de Mores, who playstramental

role in the establishment of the town of Medora (Koster 2008:22; Mattison 1930;illiams
1973:30).

Antoine Amédée Marie Vincent Amat Manca de Vallombrosa, Marquis de Mores was born in Paris
in 1858 to a noble family. His paternal ancestmoved from Spain to Sardinia in the seventeenth
century and, as a result of their military services to the Spanish Empire, were awarded a fiefdom
named the Marquisate de Mores. De Mores was well educated attending a number of prestigious
private schoolsgraduated from the Jesuit College of Poitiers in 1877 and was admitted to the
military school of St. Cyr later that year. In 1879, de Mores was accepted to the finest cavalry
school in Frano@ Saumur. He was assigned to a military unit in Maubeuge in, 1880esigned

from the military in 1881 in order to pursue a more exiting lifestyle (Golpen 1040)9

De Mores fell in love with Medora von Hoffman during a trip to Paris. Hoffman was the daughter
of a successful Wall Street banker and her family relywacationed in France. The couple was
married in 1882 in Cannes and they set off for the United States later that year. In New York, de
Mores became convinced of the possibility for huge profits in the cattle industry. The exciting tales
of hunting thewild lands of the Dakotas told by his cousin, Count Riita me s, fuel | ed t
imagination. The decision to come to the Badlands was solidified upon learning about the
construction of the Northern Pacific Railroad river crossing at presgniedoa. Medora and its
environs offered ample range, lignite coal sources, and a transportation outlet to the eastern United
States (Dresden 1970; Golpen 1947:11).

In April 1, 1883, de Mores christened the location of the town where he sought his fortune and
named for his wife Medora. The town site was located on the eastern side of the Little Missouri,
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across from the former Cantonment. The entire operation in Medora revolved around the activities
of the Northern Pacific Refrigerator Car Company, which wadexnlea 1883 to process and ship
frozen beef to eastern markets. De Mores was convinced that slaughtering on the range was better
than the current strategy of shipping live cattle to distant slaughterhouspso€®ssed beef would
eliminate shrinkage, aiv meat to arrive to the consumer in better condition, and help cattlemen

to compete with corn shippers who used their product to fatten cows. The whole plan would reduce
the number of middlemen, which would reduce costs (Golpen 1941514

In order to spport his scheme, de Mores built a large processing plant in Medora. The Northern
Pacific Refrigerator Car Company was incorporated in May 12, 1883 by Antoine de Vallombrosa
(the Marquis de Mores), Herman Haupt, Jr., and C. Edgar Haupt. The company itazedp

with $200,000 in stock and de Mores held 330 of the 500 shares. De Mores also acquired extensive
land holdings to make sure company livestock had forage. The company purchased over 9,000
acres of land in Billings County and another 12,000 acr&uiteigh County. Most of this land

was bought from the Northern Pacific Railroad. Additionally, de Mores bought property in the City
of Bismarck in the #ACapital Parko traigi4; and
Golpen 1947:1616).

Company failities in Medora included a spur track from the Northern Pacific mainline, a packing
plant that cost over $250,000, ancillary buildings, and cattle holding pens, some of which are in
THRO. The first beef were processed in October, 1883 and activityeaatss in late 1884. By the

fall of 1884, 30 to 35 cattle were being processed each day. In November and December, thousands
of pigs and sheep were also slaughtered (Golpen 1947:17).

As large orders came in from New York, Chicago, and St. Paul, the congakeyl to expand. A
foundation for the cold storage portion of the plant was laid in late 1884. Boilers and machinery for
the plant arrived and were installed in the spring of 1885. The fully completed slaughterhouse
machinery was set in motion on Junel885. Seventy cattle were slaughtered on the first day.
They were put on ice in the new cooler that used 6,000 tons of ice to freeze the beef (Golpen
1947:1719). An estimated 18,000 cattle were supposed to be slaughtered in 1885. During the first
week ofJune, two cars of beef were shipped each day (Golpen 1927120

Civic pride prompted de Mores to build a town to accompany his meatpacking experiment. He had
maintained a fully stocked general store since the beginning of his enterprises in Medaten(Dres
1970:3940). In the spring of 1884, he expanded his construction efforts. The Marquis built an
entire city block of twestory brick buildings where the upper floors were offices set above shops
on the ground floor. The block featured a boarding haestaurant, and billiard hall. De Mores

also constructed a brick church for his wife, a city park, and a large hotel. Large lodging houses
were built on vacant lots north of the hotel for company employees (Golpen 1947:12). A school
was erected in the ofdantonment in 1884 for the local population (Dresden 197932His own
residence was the most substantial dwelling in Medora. He had a largepr@8mansion
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constructed on a bluff overlooking the town. Called Chateau de Mores, the home was finished by
1884 (Dresden 1970:41).

Other businesses in nearby settlements relocated to booming Medora and new enterprises were
launched during 1884. By June, 1885, Medora was a respectable town of 251 people with three
hotels, a dozen stores, a brickyard, achumehda de Mor esd meat packing |
also served by a number of saloons (Dresden 1979499350lpen 1947:12). As is the case with

most boomtowns, Medora earned a reputation as a rough place as, in addition to entrepreneurs, a
great number of stitutes, gamblers, and criminals flooded in to take advantage of the rapid
growth (Dresden 1970:998). Criminal activity, notwithstanding, Medora residents to this day
regard the Marquis de Mores as the engine of progress in the régiong Maynard, ersonal
communication2015)

Despite initial success, de Mores venture faced enormous obstacles to making it profitable. First, it
was difficult to gain access to sufficiently fattened cattle throughout the year. Traditionally, cattle
were round up in thiate summer and fall. The animals roamed the range for the rest of the year.
De Moresd experiment required constant acces
not accustomed. He was forced to purchase livestock and fatten them hinmwelérlto fatten the
livestock, de Mores was forced to feed them silage while keeping them in corrals. This increased
costs. Second, de Mores was reliant upon a complex network of railroads, cold houses, and
distribution warehouses to get the frozen protlueastern markets. At every node in the network

he had to fight deeply entrenched interests that worked against the newcomer de Mores. The major
meat packing trusts had |ittle incentive to wt
made a rassive initial investment to get his company off the ground. He spent lavishly in Medora
and purchased several other businesses in New York City in an attempt to circumvent the
meatpacking trusts. While he was able to land large contracts for his prbeyoctyere not large
enough to cover the massive investment he had made in starting the company (Dresden 1970;
Gadpen 1947).

Medora continued to grow until 1885. Approximately 251 people lived in town by this time, up
from less than 90 individuals in 18830 st of t hi s growth was due t
late 1885 the town was showing signs of decline. It became apparent that the frozen meat packing
project was unlikely to succeed (Mattison 1950:27). De Mores had spent liberally on his
meatpackingproject, but was unable to make enough sales to meet his rate of expenditures. During
early 1885, eastern newspapers had begun to
were severely in the red. His investors became aware that he did nohbaverking capital to

make the venture a success. De Mores did not formally announce the closure of the Medora plant.
The facility was normally closed in the winter, but, in late 1886, it closed for the last time and was
never reopened (Dresden 1970:1888). De Mores returned to France and never recouped his
losses. His investors lost their entire investment. He continued traveling the world until his death
in 1896 (Dresden 1970).
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The combination of | osing de Mo fl88d887 dausednci a
the town of Medora to wither. The closure of the slaughterhouse greatly decreased the desirability
of the town. Most of the people left Medora as quickly as they came. Buildings were literally lifted
from their foundations and taken aw®uring the 1890s, Medora was nearly abandoned as only a
couple dozen individuals remained in the town (Dresden 1970).

Homesteading in western North Dakota was slow to develop primarily because the region had not
been surveyed. Federal land acquisitigndiation had been established during the-miteteenth
century, but the provisions in those acts only covered land that was within the public domain.
Unsurveyed lands, technically, were not yet within the public domain. Aside from the railroad
surveys, mst of the region remained unsurveyed until the 1890s (Gates 1963; Petty 1968:395).
Homesteading in the area that would become the Theodore Roosevelt National Park increased
dramatically during the first decade of the 1900s. A large number of EuroamenchEsiropean
immigrants were able to acquire farmsteads through a number of different land ordinances, but the
Homestead Act was the primary vehicle that was used to transfer land from the public domain into
private ownership. Additionally, a large amoohfthe land granted to the Northern Pacific Railroad

was also sold at this time. The population of Billings County exploded from approximately 975 in
1900 to 10,186 in 1910 (Forstall 1995).

European immigrants comprised a large number of the newcontbesgark area during the early
1900s. These immigrants were part of a diaspora from different European countries that sought
opportunities in the United States at the dawn of the twentieth century. Most of those who arrived
in Billings County were rural & that were accustomed to hard farm work and were willing to
stake their fortune on cheap farmland in Nortlk@a.

High prices for agricultural products and ample rains during the World War | years helped make
farming prosperous near the Badlands. Tlweselitions did not last. A collapse in farm prices and

a drought in the years following World War | caused the demise of many of the new farmers in the
area (Petty 1968:395). The population of Billings County dropped from 10,186 in 1910 to 3,126 in
1920 (Forstall 1995). It would never rise above 3,500 persons again.

The Great Depression hit the Badlands area especially hard. Farms were lost and the population
crashed as people moved away in search of opportunities elsewhere. While most of the residents
left the area, a number were able to survive the bad times. Their descendants remain there today.
The forced frugality of the agrarian people living in the area helped them make it through the
depression even though money was scarce. Those who were fortuskiteed were even able to
improve their economic situation by purchasing farms from the exodus of farmers as they left.
Norma Meyers (Personal communication, 2015) recalls that her father, Page Meyers, was one of
those who used his skills as an agriawltist to maintain his family through the hard time. Born to

a farming family, Page was accustomed to hard farm work and industriousness. He left Idaho with
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his wife Lodema for in Medora sometime during the 1920s. Initially, he worked as a farm hand and
supplemented this income working as a miner at the coal mine in Medora.

Norma Meyers recalled that her father did the work of two men. This life of hard labor took its toll
and Page Meyers died at the age of 52. He supported his mother, younger brotrest, ainllis

family in addition to raising his own famidya wife, two daughters, and a son. He purchased a
small ranch named the Milddarshall Ranch from M.W. Marshall, an eoftstate investor from
Massachusettafter several years of workimmg otheroperatiors. The property was about 7.5 miles

from Medora. Page continued to work at the coal mine while also working his homestead for about
three years until the farm could sustain itself. He used his understanding of nature and crop
cultivation to have swessful harvests throughout the Depression. He also maintained a large
vegetable garden, which provided ample food for his family. By 1939, Page had also acquired the
C.P. Ranch about 3.5 miles from Medora and continued similar operations there (Norms, Meye
personal communication, 2015).

Page Meyersod skills enabled him to expand hi
properties. Oats, wheat, corn, and barley were staple crops. Rather than merely raising cattle, Page
raised 25 to 30 dairy di#; animals capable of creating 100 pounds of butterfat each day. During
the depression, that herd of dairy cows brought in $300 each month, which was enough to pay for
gas, sundries, and other household staples. The Meyers also maintained a smallcaglel of
Livestock were allowed to graze forage from open range on the Badlands. Wild hay was also
harvested from this open range. The combination of dairy product sales, the vegetable garden, and
haying allowed Page Meyers to provide for his family thimug the Depression with no ill effects
(Norma Meyers, personal communication, 2015).

Former North Dakota congressman Don Short recorded an oral higemew in 1974 where he
recalledlife in Medora during the Depression (Carlson 1976). Short artvele Medora area

with his family in 1904 when he was an infant. He grew up on a farm near Medora, attending school
in town, and remained in the area at least until the 1970s. By the time the Depression hit, Short was
working a farm in the Badlands. Hesdussed the important role the federal government played in
reshaping the landscape of the area through property purchases and grazing leases.

It was clear by this time that most of the Badlands was unsuitable for homesteading, although there
were small ptches of good grazing land. In 1937, the government passed the Bad&headrarm

Tenant Act which authorized the purchase of submarginal lands, including private property and
property that had been seized by the county for nonpayment of taxes (C&¥%u65). The
depression and the drought of 1936 had reduced hundreds of farm families to dire straits. At the
time, there were a large number of aspiring homesteaders that were more than willing to sell. Soon
after this act was passed, the governmentestaassessing certain farms throughout the area.
Properties near the river bottom and larger creeks were not considered for purchase even if they
were classified as submarginal. Farms were bought for between $2.00 and $0.50 per acre.
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Thousands of acres wdreought back into the public domain through this act. Some of this acreage
was folded into the Theodore Roosevelt Park while the rest was leased for livestock grazing
(Carlson 1976:6466).

Families from the Medora area scattered across the country ot ssdawork during World War

II. Norma Meyers (personal communication, 2015) recalls that the tough times in Medora forced
many people off the ranch by the 1940s. During the war, Norma left Medora for Washington, D.C.
to work for the FBI. Other men and womérom Billings Countyalso left to serve the U.S.
Government at this time (Billings County Historical Society, 2015). Following the war, only those
who had a ranch or job in the area returned (Norma Meyers, personal communication, 2015).

Ranching and farmg remained central to the Badlands economy during the 1950s, 1960s, and
1970s; however, the town of Medora increasingly turned toward tourism as the principal economic
vehicle. Raised on a beef and grain farm in Kirkston, Minnesota, Lyle Glass (personal
communication, 2015) found out about ranching in Medora around 1972 as a college student in the
Equine Management Program at the University of Minnesota. He initially gave trail rides for
tourists in Medora and patrticipated in the Medora musical projattwhs oriented toward the
townds tourists. For over 42 year s, Gl ass h
Medora. He recalls guiding trail rides throughout the Theodore Roosevelt Park on tours lasting
between one and three hours. The toureeHzeen greatly curtailed since his arrival to the area
(Lyle Glass, personal communication, 2015).

CREATING AMEMORIALPARK, 193051950 S

Theodore Roosevelt National Park was created to memorialize the late nineteenth century activities
of Theodore Rooseltein the North Dakota badlands and preserve some of the last remaining
wil derness segments of the northern Plains |
way he came to perceive the open spaces of the American West greatly influenoeddmgation
activities as president. It is believed, had it not been for his experiences as a ranch manager in North
Dakota, conservation efforts in the United States may have played out differently than they did
(National Park Service 1987:1).

Initially, the park focused on interpreting Roosevelated activity areafor the general public.

Civilian Corservation Corps (CCC) activitipcused on providing outdoor recreation venues for

park visitors and their automobiles that would allow them to accessciapels trodden by
Roosevelt and others ranchers within the park boundaries. It was later realized that the park was
equally as valuable as an intact region of aesthetically pleasing banded hills, grassy upland plains,
verdant riparian zones, and uniquenpéaand animals that were increasingly important as other
similar landscapes had already been impacted by human activities. Animals that had been absent
from the park in its inception, such as bison, bighorn sheep, elk, longhorn cattiesearahging
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horses, were reintroduced in an attempt to recreate the historicity of the park and help visitors better
visualize the way the landscape must have been when Roosevelt visited the region. Camping and
picnicking venues t hen flora tagna, dnd geographytFettyopr et i
per cent of the park has been designated as wilderness area and is promoted as an opportunity tc
really experience the area as Roosevelt did in the late nineteenth century. The park became known
for its roadless backemtry hiking as well as its historical connection to Theodore Roosevelt
(National Park Service 1987:2,5,7,11).

By the midtwentieth century, large deposits of oil and gas in near the park led to the construction
of resource extraction infrastructure. Fhestructures and the effects of this development threaten
to change t he par kabevisimehromrsamctvistas withm thepark. &s thebkee y
extractive industries expand, they become an increasingly important component to the management
of Theodore Roosevelt National Park.

Auto Camping and the Wilderness Experience

The contrast between man and nature, between civilized and wild spaces, has been central to the
American identity since its earliest colonial roots. Roderick Nash explain8 (198 Frpm thef

raw materials of the physical wilderndssroamericas built a civilization; with the idea or symbol

of wilderness they sought to give that civilization identity and meamingT o Eur opean i i
to the New World, the Americas were amtamed wilderness full of wild people. The Americas

were not well known by Europeans when they arrived here in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries,
but the concept of wilderness was f amihei ar
wildernesswas the unknown, the disordered, the uncontrolled. A large portion of the energies of
early civilization was directed at defeating the wilderness in nature and controlling it in human
natur@ ( Nash 1983: xi ). Thi s not i teld by theniridigemaus e d
peoples Europeans encountered around the world, especially in the Americas. Indigenous, hunters
and farmers depended on natural processes and, in this sense, they were seen as part of nature (Na
1983:xiii). Indigenous people saw mlualism between man and nature.

European civilization created wilderses as we know i t. The Engl i sh
in the Norse |l anguages where Awill edo was sh
Old English word fAdUoro referred to wild cre

word thd first appears in the taBeowulfi w i-d (Havasaused to describe a land where savage and
fantastic beasts |-dUeaBssBt ymotbgi phbhtg, ofiwivl
languages and concepts from the Bible define wilderness aspitdble, alien, and void of
civilizationi a place that should be avoided by human beings unless it could be tamed (Nash
1983:1 4, 13i 14).

European explorers in the Western Hemisphere brought these understandings of unsettled lands
with them. Undevelopeglaces represented spaces beyond the shroud of civilization, spaces that

people should fear and constantly endeavor to conquer. Nash (1983:23) describes Alexis de
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Toquevill ebs firtre o gcruirtoipen ptelogptl e t al k a bgtr eat
the Americanst hems el ves never think about Ohd&myrétyi
Euroamericas sought to convert as much of the open spaces that surrounded them into civilized
lands, despite the fact that thousands of Native Americanswareeaa dy | i vi ng i n t
During the colonial period, rural people considered the forests and plains of the United States
desolate, miserable wastes full of wild beasts (i.e. Native Americans) that required ingenuity and
fortitude to subdue in oett to make way for civilization. Preservation made no sense. Unsettled
spaces stood in opposition of civilization (Nash 1983324.

Romanticism during the nineteenth century that shapdfuteamericaonception of wilderness

into a place that should leeperienced for personal transformation and to rejuvenate the connection
to the Earth. Artists, authors, and advocates like John James Audubon, George Catlin, Thomas
Cole, William Cullen Bryant, and John Muir portrayed the undeveloped expanses of onimtati

a wild place where, instead of simply extracting resources, people could experience on a personal
and transformative level (Slawson 2006:9). A new philosophy arose. In order to be properly
experienced, these areas needed to be preserved as peatine separate from where human
beings dwelled. There was an acknowledgement that open spaces had once been occupied by
Native Americans, but the prevailing beliefs at that time also placed Natives as natural beings,
untarnished by civilization and sepsg from Euroamerica. They belonged in wild nature. The
designation of settled, Euroamerican places as separate from undeveloped lands in the public
domain was firmly established by the second half of the nineteenth century (Cronon 1995).

Public appreciatin for the wilderness increased as the country passed through its pioneer phase.
Affluent Euroamericans demanded national parks and efficient ways to access them. Railroads first
responded to the demands for recreation in the open spaces. Resorts anddnetestablished in
eastern places like the Adirondacks. By the 1870s, a combination of rail and stagecoaches increasec
access from eastern cities to western reserves. Yellowstone (1872) and Yosemite (1890) were the
first large wilderness parks and thesre located in the western states. The western wilderness
parks were administered with federal funds, which created the system of governmental
administration of wilderness reserves that would develop into the national park system. Visitors
came to Yosem#t and Yellowstone on horseback, but railroads built from the 1870s to 1890s
quickly increased access. Rude facilities in places like Yosemite were improved into comfortable
resorts. Until the 1880s, the western parks were advertised as fashionable pésastgdocated

in the spectacular American West (Demars 199221128;Slawson 2006:8).

By the turn of the twentieth centurgdvocatesvorked to infuse a conservation ethos into the
federal government through the creation of agencies like the ForesteS@905) and the National

Park Service (1916). Early conservation worked under the premise that parks were pristine, open,
natural place® sharp contrasts to the built, urban environfdenwhile forests were resource
reserves that could be tappedtoemers e t he nationds prosperity
wildness.
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As the parks increased in popularity, the number of amenities within and outside the boundaries
al so expanded. Architectur al design o fould hese
continue into the twentieth century. Design elements such as minimally shaped stone, exposed
wooden beams, and rouglewn logs proposed to evoke a feeling of being closer to nature and
harken to an earlier, pioneering time when dwellings were crdfyedoodsmen using local
materials and simple tools (Slawson 2006)8 Simultaneously, a smaller group of more physically

fit and adventurous visitors began venturing deeper into the parks and camping out in tents. Most
of these early backcountry campersrw less affluent local residents who sought to distance
themselves from the crowds of easterners that flocked to the developed camps. These early
backcountry adventurers would become some of the most ardent supporters of the conservation
movement in the ast (Demars 1991).

The creation of the automobile allowed an even greater numlgurohmericas to access the
parks. Automobile owners quickly started to explore areas further away from their hometowns on
rude, barely passible roads (Slawson 2008;.8Fewer than 500,000 cars and trucks were on
American roads in 1910. Ten years later, there were over eight million cars registered in the United
States (Belasco 1979:8). Using the automobile to facilitate camping was originally restricted to the
upper middleclass who were forced to sleep outside because there were few roadside lodging
venues along most American highways. As they were traveling to points elsewhere, early auto
campers stopped at a different spot along the road each night, sleeping in teoiskamgl meals

over campfires (Belasco 1979:3, 8). Auto camping was an activity of urban dwellers who could
afford an automobile and had the time to take vacations in other cities. They were also up for the
challenge of traveling along pathways far fromagroad line.

During the 1910s and 1920s, private entrepreneurs along with state and federal government
agencies began creating auto camps along American highways (Belasca 897%:74). The

auto camping boom that started in the west become a ngitegramenon between 1915 and 1923.

In response, the U.S. Forest Service and National Park Service established over 1,500 campgrounds
across the country. The railroad remained the most prevalent travel form for most Americans, but
auto camps served the buogéng ranks of people who wished to tour the country in their cars
(Mark 1998).

Automobiles had completely permeatedroamericarsociety by the 1920s. Over 15 million cars

were registered in the United States by 1923. Four million more were registefebthieg year

(Belasco 1979:8; Mark 1998). As car ownership continued to surge between the 1930s and 1960s,
car camping became even more prevalent. Hundreds of new auto camps were created during this
period. Auto camping came to encompass a wide ranggca and economic classes, from upper
middle class enthusiasts to lower class folk who could not afford lodging in hotels. During the Great
Depression, auto camping took on a new definition as itinerant laborers formed temporary camps
as they traveledhe country in search of work (Belasco 1979:8, 149).
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A postwar construction boom of awboiented roadside lodging changed the nature of auto
camping. The 1950s and 1960s saw the rise of thednatel c ont r acti on of t he
A h o & ant these vares were advertised as an alternative to sleeping in a tent along the highway.
Auto camping moved from informal sites along roadways into designated areas on public land
(Belasco 1979). Camping out of your car remained popular in the proper area, wheresityi

died out along the highways of America.

Theodore Roosevelt Recreation Demonstration Area (188347)

The area that would become the Theodore Roosevelt National Park was conceived from the

prevailing paradigm t hat ingthe peopls togeh gpacelbwag r n me
also designed to facilitate auto camping. The creation of a wilderness component in the park came
decades later.

Despite being available for homesteading since the 1860s, a large portion of the Badlands remained
within the public domaiby the 1930s Rancher s in the vicinity of
badlands as a free range area where grass could be harvested and cattle could be freely graze
(Norma Meyers, personal communication, 2015). Very little of the bandt hi n t he |
boundaries was sufficient enough to support livestock raising or agriculture so these lands were
determinedi s ub mar gi nal 0, whi ch was an i mportant
assumed from the public domain though the Desen ar of 1877 as long as they were irrigated

and improved, the Stockraising Homestead Act of 1916 for lands designated as suitable only for
grazing, or the Taylor Grazing Act of 1934 which provided for 10 year grazing leases on suitable
public lands (Conrlly et al. 2004; National Park Service 1987:5; White 1991). The submarginal
designation meant the Badlands were not suitable for any other purpose besides their aesthetic
value.

While there was no impetus to establish a national park in the BadlandsopWworld War I,
Theodore Roosevelt did create the Dakota National Forest on November 24, 1908. The forest was
established through presidential decree through an 1891 act that granted the president power to
decree forest reserves. The forest was nearly0040res, including public and private land, and

was located along the Little Missouri River about 20 miles south of Medora. This forest reserve
was shoHlived. It was disestablished in 1917 (Petty 1968i396).

Political efforts to establish a natiormalstate parkn the Badlandbegan in 1917. A failed bill was
introduced in the U.S. Congress by the two North Dakota senators in 1919. While this bill was
never sanctioned, it piqued the interest of other state legislators. A concurrent resolutidedwas fi
in 1921 by the North Dakota | egislator instr
in making the park a reality. This movement still did not gain traction at the national level, but it
increased momentum in the state (Petty 1968:396)
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In 1924, a public relations tour brought a group of state and federal officials, railroad
representatives, and media interests on a tour of the Badlands with the primary goal of raising
interest in the creation of the Roosevelt National Park. The progusd boundaries were to
include portions of the Killdeer Mountains, Badlands, and the Pleasant Valley Ranch. As a result
of this tour, the Theodore Roosevelt Memorial National Park Association was established in
August, 1924 at the Peaceful Valley Randhich was owned at that time by Carl B. Ols&éhe
association was incorporateén Bismarck on September 1, 1924 and a statewide fundraising
campaign was launched later that year. Over 40,000 pieces of media were distributed in the massive
push, which redted in the generation of a $5,000 fund dedicated to creating the park (Petty
1968:397 399).

Efforts to create the park accelerated for the rest of the 1920s. From its conception, the park has
been a patchwork of unviable farms purchased from homestestdéedands in the public domain,

and additional acreage gleaned from the federal government. Plans during the 1920s were grand.
The original park boundaries would have included over 600,000 acres of federal, state, and private
land. Visits by national p&s officials in 1925 and 1928 came to the conclusion that a park of this

size was financially wuntenabl e. 't was recon
|l ocations associated with Roosevelt 6sfoutrdenur ¢
anywhere in the United States (Petty 1968i4000 4 ) . Foll owing Roosevel

North Dakota turned over about 42,000 acres of public domain land near the badlands to the federal
government in 1928 for the purpose of creating a metmaré (Petty 1968:403). Additional lands

were accumulated through donation and purchase until, by 1933, a sizable state park could be
created.

The 1930s were a time of great expansion for the national parks for two main reasons. First, the
nat i on oymetwoik gad veen greatly improved. Whereas early automobile travelers had to
traverse unimproved wagon roads, a constantly improving system of paved highways had been
expanded across the country during the 1910s and 1920s. Local commerce chamberedecogni
the financial benefit park tourists could bring to rural communities and were spurred to create
additional parks. Second, the depression brought federal funding that could be used to build park
infrastructure. The Civilian Conservation Corps, the F&nedit Administration, and the Federal
Emergency Relief Administration would all play a role in the creation of Theodore Roosevelt
National Park (Petty 1968:40506).

The park was created in August, 1934 when two parcels of land were acquired from tia¢ Fede
government and homesteaders by the North Dakota State Historical Society (NDSHS) and added
to the existing property set aside by the state of North Dakota. Additional acreage was bought
through an arrangement between the state of North Dakota andl fegiencies which allowed the
acquisition of certain submarginal lands throughout the Badlands (Carlson 1976).
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Mo s t of the parkdés original infrastructure
1930s. Development in the park at this time wamplished through programs like the Civilian
Conservation Corps (CCC), the Emergency Relief Administration (ERA), and Work Projects
Administration (WPA) (National Park Service 1987:5). Public relief programs played an integral
role in the construction affrastructure in nearly every national park in the United States and other
parks in North Dakota. These relief crews in the parks provided much needed employment for
Americans during the Great Depression, particularly for local residents (HendricksbnPESS

1968; National Park Service 1987:83). The 1936 designation of Theodore Roosevelt State Park as
a national recreation demonstration area meant relief crews could be allowed to build campgrounds,
roads, and other structures in the park. From 1934 1841, most of the work in the park was
conducted by crews working for the CCC but several historical features were built as part of the
ERA and WPA.

Three CCC camps were established in 1934 for the purpose of creating a national park in the
Badlands ad rehabilitating former Roosevelt sites. The first camp was created at Watford City for
the first group of men who arrived on April 30, 1934. Two other camps were established about 17
miles south of Watford City near the Roosevelt Bridge. About 550 memdaro fill these camps

on August 20, 1934. Another camp was established in the south unit near Medora. The Medora
camp was on the west side of the Little Missouri River near the line for Section 16. This camp was
manned during the latter part of Augu$934. The first CCC projects included building roads,
trails and campgrounds. By the summer of 1936, the Cottonwood Campground had been completed
and a road connecting Peaceful Valley junction to the campground, and a connecting road to
Highway 10 had beecompleted (Petty 1968:40807).

In the south unit, federal relief work crews were housed at numerous camps throughout the park
and at the Peacef ul Vall ey ranch. They are
entrance, a stone privy, and targe pylon that was moved to the Painted Canyon area in 1968.
Conservation crews also improved many of the roads in the south unit, built structures at the
Cottonwood Creek campground and picnic area, and constructed interpretive signage along the
loop roa . I n the north unit, CCC workers built
Squaw Creek campground and picnic area, and the Little Missouri River overlook shelter (National
Park Service 1987:884). They also built or improved many of thelest hiking trails in both

units. A full list of CCGCrelated historical sites and features are listedhanfiEuroamerican
Archaeolgical Resoursegectionof this document.

Development of facilities in the park was undertaken by CCC crews beginnin@d TBese

crews worked in both the north and south units from August, 1933 to November, 1944 and were
responsible for constructing roads, bridges, picnic shelters, overlooks, campglokindstrails,

and signage. Many of the masonry buildings made tiszcally available sandstone which was
opportunistically quarried at locations throughout the park. For example, Kuehn (1990:173)
recorded a sandstone boulder in the park that bore marks of CCC quarrying activities. This feature
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was given the site numbe&2BI722. All of these facilities were wethade and reflect the
craftsmanship of their builders and the economic use of local materials (Kuehn 1990:172).

Civilian Conservation Corps crews were largely men working and living far from home.
Archaeological mierials from their temporary campsstove parts, building materials, and circular
depressiond provide little insight into the social and economic status of the men who helped build
this park through this program. Trash dumps associated with these carafekavdentified but

they have not been explored archaeologically (Kuehn 1990:173). While we may not know the
socioeconomic status of CCC workmen, oral history interviews explain that their presence was felt
in nearby communities.

Longtime Medora residerorma Meyers recalls how the CCC workmen used to participate in
local celebrations, specifically dances. As a teenager, she remembers being offered dates by CCC
men and how they were a perennial presence at local barn dances. Other local girls hisaregge pre
dancing and interacting with the CCC men over other local boys her age. Despite poverty, CCC
men all showed up to community dances with suits and shined shoes. This greatly impressed the
local girls. By the time she was old enough to date, the QGfeqts in the park had ended and
Meyers left town for college (Norma Meyers, personal communication, 2015). Conservation Corps
workers also shopped in nearby towns, infusing masded funds into the local economy through

their wages during the Depressid.ocal businesses benefitted from the presence of these crews in
the park during a time when the local economy was extremely depressed.

From 1934 to 1936, the area that would become Theodore Roosevelt National Park was known as
Roosevelt Regional Stateafk and was administered by the state of North Dakota. Much of the
park remained in private hands at this time; however, land became easier to acquire by this time
because the nearby prairie had been filled by small farms that were financially unsiestdinabl
economic depression hit these smallholders especially hard. The Rural Resettlement
Administration was acquiring farms and placing them back into the public domain for lease as
grazing land. An estimated $2 million had been spent by the governnrehaapimg farmland by

1935 (Petty 1968:40809). Some of these parcels were included in the park.

By 1936, the parcels first acquired by the state were connected with remnants of other public
domain lands and state school lands in order to create two gpé#naelqualified as a recreation
demonstration area (RDA). This qualification enabled the park to qualify for federal aid and
development through the CCC and other federally administered relief programs (Davidson 1982,
National Park Service 1987:5). Duritige 1930s, lands designated for inclusion in the North and
South Roosevelt Regional Park areas was approximately 92,740 with 38,080 in the north unit and
64,660 in the south. The south unit was later reduced to 54,550 (Petty 1968:410).

From 1934 to 1941CCC camps built the majority of the infrastructure in the park. The last CCC
camp closed in the south unit in 1941. The CCC camp in the south unit was vacated on July 1,
1939. About half of the forermewere terminated. The remaining nmeere transferred tthe camp
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in the north unit. Following its closure, camp buildings in the south unit remained vacant for some
time until they were disposed of by the U.S. Army as surplus. For the next two years, construction
was conducted by the CCC camp in the north. @t October 1, 1939, the camp at the north unit
was closed and it was transferred to Section 1 in the south unit. This new south unit camp is
responsible for the restoration of the Chateau de Mores and restoration of what remained of the
meatpacking planfThe second south unit camp could accommodate 160 men, but it typically had
only around 100 (Petty 1968:41412).

On November 1, 1941, the camp in the south unit was closed for a second time. After the camp was
closed, both the south and north units wadeninistered by a project manager and small staff
housed at the Peaceful Valley Ranch. From 1939 to 1937, there were no permanent employees at
the north unit. After May 11, 1942, a single emplay&®eldon Grattod managed the entire park.
Gratton remained thpark custodian until April, 1946 (Petty 1968:4402).

Theodore Roosevelt National Memorial Park and Wilderness, Z¥tésent

Advocates within the state of North Dakota continued campaigning for the creation of a Badlands
national park. In 1942, Presiderrranklin D. Roosevelt approved a list of recreational
demonstration areas that had the potential to become national parks. The Roosevelt Demonstration
Area was on this list (Petty 1968:416). Administration of the Roosevelt RDA was transferred from
the Ndional Park Service to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in April, 1946. One main concern

of the 1940s focused on whether or not the park should be a game preserve or a monument that
included both natural and historical features. There was also sighifarae against creating a
national park in the Badlands. Many higimking officials did not believe the scenery, natural
resources, or ranching legacy was sufficient enough to merit national park status (Petty 1968). The
first resolution to create TheosoRoosevelt National PafRRNP) passed both houses but was
vetoed by President Truman on August 10, 1946 (Petty 1968:423). The president did not believe
the |l andscape or ranches related to Roosevel:
a national park, but they were sufficient enough to be called a historical monument or memorial
park.

I n order to meet the presidentédés criteria, t
Roosevelt National Memorial Park. President Truman sign€ongressional bill establishing the

park on April 25, 1947 (Petty 1968:425). At this time, the park boundaries were contracted to a
smaller area as a concession to local ranchers who were concerned about the fact that the RDA
contained good grazing ldsa that would be unavailable as a national memorial park. Authority to
acquire the Elkhorn Ranch site was part of the 1947 bill that created Theodore Roosevelt as a
memorial park. Subsequent bills in 1947 and 1948 included provisions for land exchamnges tha
would eliminate private holdings within the park boundaries (National Park Service 1987:5; Petty
1968:427428). The north unit was added through a congressional resolution on June 12, 1848
(Petty 1968:428). Nearly the entire Roosevelt Recreation DeratinatrArea was incorporated
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into the final memorial park by 1948. The park was officially dedicated on June 4, 1949 (Petty
1968:428).

The National Park Service objectives for this new memorial park were to complete the historical
presentation of the lifef@pen range cattlemen during the time when Theodore Roosevelt lived in
the Badlands. Initially, the plan included the recreation of the Elkhorn Ranch, completion of an
access road, the construction of a museum in Medora, and improvements on the Pedlegful V
Ranch. In order to capture the historical landscape, the NPS sought to return the range to its natural
condition and restore indigenous wildlife. Livestock were to be excluded (Petty 1968:425).

The National Park Service concentrated on doing thetrtbeestore the vegetation within the park

to what it was believed to have been like in the 1880s. The NPS also removed livestock, such as
free-ranging horsg, from the park while reintroducing animals like antelope. In 1953, the park
superintendent baed unauthorized wood cutting, haying, grazing, or other forms of cropping
within the park. A major horse roufupp was conducted in the spring of 1954 to remove all horses.
Ranch buildings not associated with Theodore Roosevelt, the Marquis de Moregroptietors

of the Peaceful Valley Ranch were removed. The Buddy Ranch buildings were removed and sold
for $325 in 1954 (Petty 1968:43431). In 1956, the National Park Service embarked upon Mission

66. This 16y ear mi ssi on was d e staffjareasdvithindhe Nafighal Parke | o |
Service to permit their wisest possible use, and provide maximum protection of the scenic,
scientific, wilderness, and historic resourc
Theodore Roosevelt Park, simarks the first important construction program since the depression
was initiated to improve park facilities. Campgrounds were modernized, roads improved, and
interpretive signs were installed (Petty 1968i4831).

During the twentieth century, theared A mer i cads forest preserve:
administered undeveloped spaces increased. Yet, this was not eRoughmericas wanted

spaces completely beyond the reach of development; places that would never be developed. Space:
that woull remain wild. By the midwentieth century, the conservation concepts pioneered by
Thoreau, Muir, Roosevelt, and others culminated into the 1964 act that created the National
Wilderness Preservation System (Nash 1983:226). The philosophy of wildernedsallad
Euroamericas to establish geographic entities that, they hoped, would forever remain without
permanent human presence.

During the 1960s, wilderness conservationists concluded that simply placing geographic regions
within government administration wanot enough to prevent the loss of relatively untouched
landscapes. Lands administered by the U.S. Forest Service, Bureau of Land Management, and
National Park Service had one commonality that threatened the concept of pristine landscapes: they
could stil be accessed by a large number of people using motorized vehicles. Conservationism had
long operated under the premise that humans existed separately from nature. The only way wild
places could continue to exist was if human beings did not permanentlytobuve (Cronon 1995).
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The conservation movement pushed to create a new layer of governmental protection that was
based on the concept of wilderng@gdaces that could remain outside the realm of human society
that could be maintained as such by governradntinistration and management. On September 3,
1964, the Wilderness Act was passed by Congress which allowed the Secretary of Agriculture to
establish areas within the public domain as places whieéet he eart h and its
are untrammeled bynan, where man himself is a visitor who does not remain U. S. Con¢
1964). The goal of this act was to set aside roadless areas that

éshall be administered for the use and en
manner as will leave them unimpaired future use and enjoyment as wilderness,

and so as to provide for the protection of these areas, the preservation of their
wilderness character, and for the gathering and dissemination of information
regarding their use a(d8Cangrgsolpahent as wi |l d

The boundaries and lange strategies for the Theodore Roosevelt Park continued to change in
during the 1960s, 1970s, and 1980s, refl ecti
land steward. Big game that had been extinghe park continued to be reintroduced during the
1960s. Bighorn sheep were brought back to the south unit in 1960 and bison were reintroduced to
the north unit in 1962 (Petty 1968:43B8). Also in the 1960s, private interests sought to revive

the town & Medora as a testament to the cattle boom of the 1880s. A restoration program for
Medora was created in 1965 by a Bismarck businessman. The Rough Riders Hotel was
reconstructed during that same year with the hope of providing additional tourist accornsodat
(Norma Meyers, personal communication, 2015; Petty 1968:441).

During the 1970s, the TRNP was managed in order to reflect the conservationist thinking of its
namesake. It has become known as a place where the American public can enjoy the natural and
historical significance of this unique landscape (National Park Service 1937Bhis shift is
reflected in the way the park has come to add livestock that existed in the park during the 1880s
and the addition of wilderness areas. The Theodore Rooseatidinill Park was designated on
November 10, 1978. Simultaneously, this act designated 29,920 acres as wilderness and adjustec
the north unit boundaries to what they are today. In 1986, lands at the northern edge of Medora
were acquired in order to buildwasitors center. (National Park Service 19&}:5The town of

Medora has continued address the needs of tourists to the park through the creation of a number of
new restaurants, stores, and hotels.

PETROLEUMEXPLORATION AND THEPARK, 1970 SgPRESENT

Prior o the official discovery of oil in 1951, a mixture of different individuals from different
backgrounds made a number of incongruous attempts to locate the resource in North Dakota (Herz
2013:1 v) . North Dakotabs ear | gl FormgdlinolB9g,ttheo n
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North Dakota Geologic Survey was tasked witd.@
petroleum. (Herz 2013). The discovery of natural gas in 1892 and 1907, and the 1916 discovery of
a small amount of oil during artesian Wekcavations hinted at the potential for these resources
beneath the prairie sod. These finds also piqued the interest of the geological survey and
entrepreneurs throughout the state (Herz 2013:14).

During the 1910s, local businesspeople, governmentia#fjcand entrepreneurs used their own
money to finance oil exploration. Oil exploration companies were busy searching for the resource
in | ocations across the gl obe, except for i1
North Dakotans prepardd drill their first deep oil well, there were roughly 30,000 new wells
drilled globally and in 1920 the number climbed to 34,000, consuming all available capital and
equi pment resources in the mar ket . 0 oNsatthisr a |
time. Oil was an afterthought.

The first oil well in the state was drilled in 1916 by the Des Lacs Western Oil Company on a deposit
that was inadvertently discovered while drilling a water well near Des Lacs, Ward County, North
Dakota (Herz 203:18 19). This early attempt was a bust and drilling on the first well ceased at
almost 4,000 feet because productievel oil had not been struck (Herz 2013:21). Other wells
drilled during the 1910s and 1920s also busted and geologists concludedlihgtsthiould extend

into the Dakota sandstone and should not continue much beyond 3,000 feet (Herz 2013). Despite
these humble beginnings, these srmsallle ventures were collecting information about the
geological formations across the state with theqg@tkto yield oil. They also demonstrated that

local entrepreneurs had the capacity to raise significant funds for the effort. Most importantly, these
ventures started promoting North Dakota as ajpmaitiucing state (Herz 2013).

Well-financed petroleumarporations did not begin searching the state for oil until the late 1930s.
The 1937 arrival of the California Oil Company marked a shift from the locally sponsored ventures
that previously characterized the industry to the corpdnadmced ventures thatould eventually

find productive oil fields (Herz 2013:34). These corporate ventures made good use of experienced
geologists, skilled labor force, and improved techniques isumreey the sites of previous
explorations and explore new formations. Wellsendrilled faster and deeper, but at a higher cost.
Drillings routinely went below 8,000 feet. This work was primarily conducted by experienced, out
of-state companies. They also had the help of petroleum lobbyists who pushed the state legislature
to pasdegislation favorable to the oil companies. The impact of these largecovaibcted oil
companies was immediately felt by North Dakotans who saw the petroleum industry as a vehicle
for breaking the Great Depression (Herz 2013).

The first productive oil dposit in North Dakota was discovered by the Amerada Petroleum
Corporation on April 4, 1951. The Clarence Iverson Well No. 1 drilled into the Williston Basin,
south of Tioga, North Dakota and discovered the first petroleum deposit in the state. Drilimg at
Clarence Iverson site started in September, 1950 and oil was discovered seven months later. From
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this initial discovery, a boom in oil exploration swept across the state. Oil production has become
one of the most influential segments of the North Dalezonomy (Herz 2013; Reid 1953:173).

The State of North Dakota immediately embraced oil production as a major form of revenue for
the state and source of employment. Unfortunately, the industry is constantly vulnerable from the
vagaries of the internatial production industry which has led to alternating boom and bust cycles.
Just like mining, oil production is a oiiene boon. Profits made today cannot increase in the future
because petroleum is a nmenewable resource. From the earliest days of odlytion in North
Dakota, oil producers have been well aware of thereopwable nature of their trade. In 1953,
Albert Jacobsen, president of the Amerada Petroleum Corporation, contrasted the difference
between agricultural production, which has alwag®erb the backbone of the North Dakota
economy, and oil production. He stated;

Conservation iséwell known to the far mer
by fertilizing his fields, crop rotation,
good cropsndefinitely. The oil man cannot do that. Every time he takes out one barrel

of oil, there is one barrel less left undergro@Rdid 1953:186).

Oil development has always stated that it is a necessary part of the North Dakota economy because
of the jobs andalaries it creates. As early as 1953, industry leaders recognized the power of this
argument. This is reflected in Albert Jacobs
1953 wh e nThehbenefgsdroudiht to Rorth Dakota by the oil stdyicannot be measured

by the taxes paid by the industry, or by its lease and royalty payments to landowners, including the
stade&dacobsen continued to say thfeépgaywreolblesn,
purchase of goods and materials of al ki nds and i n paymeént(sReo fd
1953:190).

Oil production during the 1950s and 1960s would affect the aesthetic qualities of the unbroken
plains landscape that had been valued by so many visitors. Oil pumps, flaming smokestacks, and
smoggy refineries were degrading the environmental qualities of the Badlands and the rest of the
state. Land management activities shifted toward changinguisadiesignations within the park
during the 1960s and 1970s, with particular emphasis on stentin@rtfyain of mineral resources

from within the park boundary and preventing activities outside the park dr@angingthe
character of landscapes within the park. The U.S. Geological Survey determined that oil and gas
processing was draining valuable maderfrom within the park (National Park Service 1987:7).

Petroleumexploration, development, and production has become one of the most important
economic activities in North Dakota. In 2012, North Dakota surpassed Texas to become the second
largest oitproducing state in the country (Herz 2013:2). Petroleum production has reduced
unemployment in North Dakota to less than 1%, but it has also caused a steep climb in cost of living
and a severe housing shortage in the western half of the state. The indsistigolthreatened to
damage the scenic integrity BHRO.
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Tribal historian Calvin Grinnell ( Mandan-Hidatsa) sdecting photographs of familiar
birds
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Envision a time when knowledge evolved on a need. Long ago,wehead just
entered this world, there was quite an animosity by apermatural (different from the
spiritual). When we arrived here [the supernatural forces] tried to rob us out of our
humanity. So inefense, we gathered our elite warriors and society members to battle
our supernatural enemies, because they wantedirdon of earth. To take the heart
out ofthe people they killed children and to take our knowledge they killed &lders
used a club with a stone hammer.
Regardl ess of peopleds skills meedaayul d not
over the land, beseeching God for help, that is whemfasame, and needs of people
began to be fulfilled.
The need to know became broken down: for defense and survival, andliog lodéa
sickness. Healing candét happen unless the
it is embodied by spirit. Allfdhese plants, roots, and the stories to go with them belong
to societies. There are several societies: the superalaiorces, the spiritual forces,
the winged, the four legged, the pawed, the crawlers, and the water beings. These
societiesrelatetopint s, own plants; we dondt. So as
allies so that knowledge of plants could be acquired for doctoring. The spirits of the
societies who own plants are [contained] in the bundles.

Alex Gwinn, MandarHidatsa, 2011

You wondewhy we use rocks to make cairns, to hold tipis, to draw effigies. Rocks hold
all the goodness in place. So when we find a good place to camp the rocks in the tipis
hold the spirits where we need them tosbethey will be here when we come back
Similarly when we make an offering or ask help from the Creator make a smudge and
we bury our offering, berries, bison meat and the smudge in the dirt, so that our prayer
will take hold.

Allan Pard, Blackfoot, 2015

| wanted to come herto see what is availabléhat we do not have at home and
conversely, like our mountain cedar. | take note of the plants and the animals. They
appear in our origin story.

George Reed, Crow, 2009
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ARCHAEOLOGICARESOURCES

As stated, oral history and
ethnohistorial recordssuggests the
park area was utilized by multiple

ancestral and historiblative Plains by
groups for hunting, travel, and ritug Jse®

- — ————"

o . i | et
purposes.Specifically, partsof the g &== ST
Badlands are known to have beclSss® i

traditional Mandan, Hidatsa, an J

Crow hunting and eagleappng

[

Bowers 1950: Bowers 1963; Curti
1976 as cited in Kuehn 1990:)30 — = "= S
‘o e O O D 5 et L U i v

Groups retainingomeancestral and -9 — :

.. . Roosevelt's Elkhorn Ranch Cabin, 19141919 State Historical Society o
traditional knowledge associate Dot < .
with the North Dakota Badlands North Dakota sh000313¢
include the Assiniboin@nd Yanktonai Sioux. Regsentatives of the Blood (Blackfoot) Nation
from Alberta, Canada visited thmark in 2004 (Zedefio et al. 200é8nd could relate with the
significance of the area, however, their connections are associated with Fort Union Trading Post
and Knife River IndiarVillages national historic sites rather but not with the Badlgeisse.
Euroamerican use of the park area is marked by early exploration in the region followed by
homesteading, ranching, and park building activities.

Inasmuch, liere is a paucity of higtic documentation on the area that defines the boundaries of
THRO. During the exploration of western North and South Dakota in 1742 and 1743, the two La
Vérendrye brothers travelédrough he Badlands leaving behind descriptions of the landscape but
little or no information about indigenous groups that might have been in the area (Kuehn 1990:129;
Smith 1980). Prior to joining the expedition of Lewis and Clark in 1804 and 1805, the French
Canadian trapper Jean Baptiste Le Page descended the Little MRsarrti passinghrough
THROregion (Petty 1968). Unfortunately, no detailed accounts of the area were left behind. With
this dearth of written documentation one must rely even more heavily on archaeological research
to gain insights into the prehistorydihistory of the park.

Archaeological research theodore Roosevelt National Palikl not begin until 1950. This work,

and subsequent worlshortly thereafter, concentrated entirely on historical sites within park
boundariedike the Peaceful Valley and I orn ranche¢Beaubien 1950; Beaubien 1957; Taylor
1959 as cited in Kuehn 1990 and in National Park Service 1993). It was not until 1968 that the
focus of archaeological reconnaissance expanded into prehistory (Sperry 1981hnEosiies
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were identifiel at this time consisting of stone circles, artifact scatters, rock shelters, conical
timbered lodges, eagle traps, cairns, kill sites, and isolated finds. In the years that followed, work
within the park produced few new finds, with only 15 new sites &etm1974 and 1986; however,
through oil and gas related surveys and excavations, a substantial body of information was
produced for areas surroundimeodore Roosevelt National PgHuehn 1990:14). Successful
attempts at synthesizing these data integianal cultural chronology for western North Dakota

are found in the works d@eckes and Keyser (1983) and Gregg and Davidson (1B8§jnning

in 1987, David Kuehn directed a three year survey projethaodore Roosevelt National Park
designed to assederitage resouree | ocated near the parkoés tre
springs (Kuehn 1989; Kuehn 1990). This survey resulted in the identification ofiet@ge
resourcesites dating from the Early Archaic to historic periods. From thesgéntis, Kuehn was

able to illustrate the variability and complexity of Theodore Roosevelt National Park archaeological
record.

The documented record of archaeological resources not only covers the geographica ekpan
the western North Dakotaalllands ad the Little Missouri River Valley but it provides insight into
thedeepteporalc ont ext of the parkds use. Human act.i
It is the physical record of evolving and continuous social, economic, and ideologicagsract
associated with Native American and Euroamerican groups who were adapting to environmental
and political change in the regiorhree tribes are affiliated with the parkhf€e Affiliated Tribes)

as the Bdlands region islidatsaMandanArikara territay; however it is within the usareaor
territorial expanseof other tribes From 2004 to 2006 an ethnographic resource assessment
highlighting the association of the Mandan, Hidatdakara, Crow, Turtle Mountain Cree,
Standing RoclSioux, AssiniboineGros Ventre and Bloodtribes was conducted for the Knife
River Indian Villages, Fort Union Trading Post, and Theodore Roosevelt NationalltPstdtes
(Zederp et al. 2006: 4i 5, 65)

AAIl tribes [interviewed during the assessment] have a familiarity and depth of
knowledge of not only individual plant, animal, and mineral resources [in Theodore
Roosevelt National Park] but also use of landscape featlites assessments also
indicate that groups who do not have a f
prehistoric and/or historic remains nonetheless are traditionally associated with

t hem, as they have <close attachiments to
information on the oral traditions of the Mandan, Hidatsa, and Crow regarding the
usesofresourcesl ong the Little Missouri thRi ver é |
badlands for warfare and trade. Additionally, the Arikara have stories associated

with their scouting activities and the Sioux have close traditional associations with

the upper Little Missouri Rivey

Since then, information on ethnographic resources relevant to THRO have been repeatedly
collected in various other NPS projects (Zedeid.e2Q09; Murray 2009;Chandler et al. 2@,
including the present projecArchaeological resources encountered by Kuehn (1990) are those
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systematically recorded durimgconnaissancaurveyeffortsd some have been assessed as to their
ability to convey ginificance per National Register of Historic Places eligibility critefiaey

include Native American base camps, temporary habitations typed as field camps, task camps,
hunting localities, and procurement areas that are associated with both contempd@angestral
groups. Territoriality for thesgroups was practiced with thea@lands serving as the core, and at
times, as secondary or tertiary areas of resource procurement and utilization. This perspective
further suggests the Little Missouri Badlamde pr esent s prehi storic an
numerous cul tur al groups moving along an wupl
and the Missouri River (ZedeFH) et a. 2006:54). As stated, settlement patterns of thistype evidence

a continuty in land use practice and resource extraction associated with Native American groups
in the park that persisted for thousands of years (Kuehn 1990: ii13%p For more detailed
descriptions of temporal contexts and Native American settlement systems t hi s r eqgi
Zederp et al. 2006 (58i 66).

As for Euroamerican groups, Kuehn (1990) documented resources that include structures,
buildings, and camps along with infrastructural park developments and individual or-tamniégd
industrial and agrariaenterprises. These resource sites indicate historical period Euroamerican
groups like homesteaders, ranchers, and CCC workers cultivated and developed various portions
of the park before and after its establishmentways reflective of a changing Ameait economy
enmeshed in a variety of political conditiodost notably associated with the park was its
namesakelheodore Roosevelt himself. Prior to his pdesicy, Roosevelt built the Eleim Ranch,

some 35 miles north of Medora, North Dakota eardcétle in the area.

A total of 362 archaeological resources are spatially represented in the Heritage Center of the North
Dakota Historical Societyds GI'S database. Of
reportThe Archeology of Theodore Rowsk National Park North Dakota: Final Results of the
19871989 University of North Dakota Investigatiohsit they may be described in earlier
archaeological reports (Sperry 1981) or in later reports. Therefore, information for these particular
resourcess not listed in this assessment. Presumably site cards are in existence and accessible upor
request from the Heritage Center. Of the resource sites reviewed in various detail by Kuehn and
presented in this report, 217 are affiliated with Native Americad@ with Euroamericans.

Kuehn (1990) reports 26%ritage resourcsites were identified during 198¥989 field efforts

however, upon further investigatiod,i scr epanci es between this nu
GIS were noted. Although this repas an invaluable body of work and a great contribution to
understanding the archaeologyltfeodore Roosevelt National Pagknumber of typing errors and

the lack of a comprehensive site table listing site numbers, types, and other attributes, preclude
definite determination of total sites by type and temporal affiliaffgmping errors in the form of
repeated and inverse site numbers as well as incorrect site numbers resulting from confusing county
letter designations are among the confounding isddesever, after diligently comparing GIS
data along with Kuehndéds report, the followin
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concluded concerning significant cultural and archaeological resources systematically documented
at Theodore Rooselt National Park.

Resource sites systematically recorded and associated with Native American groups total 217 and
include base camps, field camps or task camps, conical lodges, quarries and reduction locales, bisor
hunting areas, and eagle trapping figer half of these resources-(154) have very limited to no
descriptive data although Appendix F of Kuehn (1990:3QaD) lists all surface artifacts observed

at each resource area recorded during 19839. Other Native American archaeological resource

sites that may not leave remnant materials such as pigment and plant collecting places and vision
guesting and fasting places are discussed in this assessment despite having no designated sit
number or plotted location. Additionally, previous archaeologieports of the park do not list
aboriginal trails or rock art either but the significance of these resources is described nevertheless.
A total of 60 historical period Euroamerican resources as presented by Kuehn (10906)64

were listed. It should baoted that two of these resources (32MZ630 and 32MZ633), typed as
historiml d epr essi ons, do not appear I n tTheedoréler i t
Roosevelt National Pantesources, 33 were recommended eligible for inclusion on the National
Reg ster of Historic Places during Kuehndos su
eligible. As mentioned, 87 resources have no information available at thidimedition to these
systematically recorded r e Ranch ersd,any Tasseciatddo r e
structures or objects is included as a significant Euroamerican resource that currentdpduasct

part of the park system
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THRO Prehistoric and Historical Resource Types = ®FROAVERICARIDGE
Recommended or Potentially Eligible = EUROAMERICABAMP
for Inclusion on the NRHP (Kuehn 1990) = EUROAMERICADEPRESSION

B EUROAMERICADNUGOUT

B BJROAMERICANELOCAMP

B EUROAMERICABRAFFIANDROCKART
B BUROAMERICAMOMESTEAD

B EUROAMERICASPRING

i BUROAMERICASTRUCTURE

B EUROAMERICANELL

H NATIVEAMERICANBASECAMP

u NATIVEAMERICANFIELCCAMP

i NATIVEAMERICANCONICALODGE
u NATIVEAMERICANQUARRY

= NATIVEAMERICANBISONHUNTING

i NATIVEAMERICANEAGLERAPPING

Figure 3 Archaeological Sites Recommended or Potentially Eligible in TRO
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THRO NRHP Recommended Eligible
Resource Types (Kuehn 1990)

L

1

B HJROAMERICAMSTORIBRIDGE

B HJROAMERICAMSTORICAMP

B BUROAMERICAMSTORIDEPRESSION

B HJROAMERICAMSTORIGRAFFIBNDROCKART

H HJROAMERICAMSTORIBOMESTEAD

B BUROAMERICAMSTORISTRUCTURE

E NATIVEAMERICANPREHISTORBBSECAMP

E NATIVEAMERICANREHISTORKELGCAMP

1 NATIVEAMERICANPREHISTORAGIDHISTORIEIELD

CAMP

H NATIVEAMERICANREHISTORKISTORICONICAL
LODGE

i NATIVEAMERICANPREHISTORKISTORIBISON
HUNTING

Figure 4 Archaeological Sites Recommended Eligible
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Table 1 Resources Potentially Eligible for NRHP Inclusion

Site Site Type Site Native Temporal Affiliation Date Features Artifacts (general) Diagnostics NRHP Eligibility
Function/Description American/Euroamerican
32BI549 bison bison hunting Native American Plains Village Tradition 950-100 BP  None noted lithics, bone, sherd simple stamped sherd Recommended
hunting Eligible
32BI518 eagle eagle trapping Native American N/A N/A 1.75x.65m oval depression  N/A Unknown-
trapping potentially
eligible
32MZ954 base camp habitation Native American Plains Woodland/Besant 2050-1200 None noted ceramics, bifaces, bilateral 7 Besant side-notched, cord Recommended
BP cutting tools, dense FCR, impressed sherds Eligible
grooved maul
32MZ957 base camp habitation Native American Plains Woodland/Besant 2050-1200 None noted bifaces, scrapers, flake Recommended
BP tools, perforators, bilateral Eligible
cutting tools, ceramics
32BI540 bridge bridge/CCC Euroamerican CCC and Park Period AD 1933 arc-type bridge N/A Recommended
present constructed of hand hewn Eligible
sandstone and cement
32BI541 bridge bridge/CCC Euroamerican CCC and Park Period AD 1933 arc-type bridge N/A Recommended
present constructed of hand hewn Eligible
sandstone and cement
32BI555 camp CCC camp Euroamerican CCC and Park Period AD 1933 16 features: concrete N/A Recommended
present foundations, concrete - Eligible
lined depressions, wells,
loose bricks, coal beds,
trash dumps
32BI721 camp CCC camp Euroamerican CCC and Park Period 1930s 2 collapsed dugouts, likely  N/A Unknown-
C.C.C., sheet metal potentially
eligible
32BI724 camp cultural materials  Euroamerican CCC and Park Period 1930s 2 sandstone and cement olive green glass bottles, Unknown-
scatter/CCC foundations soda bottles, coffee cans, potentially
cut lumber, bone eligible
32MZ955 conical habitation, conical  Native American Historic Native American 4 conical timber lodges N/A Recommended
lodge timber lodge Eligible
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32MZ875

32BI697

32MZ998

32MZ997

32BI567

32Bl614

32MZ912

32B1649

32BI672

32BI731

32MZ1000

depression

depression

dugout

dugout

field camp

field camp

field camp

field camp

field camp

field camp

field camp

unknown

ranching/farming

unknown

ranching

habitation

habitation

habitation

habitation

habitation

habitation

habitation

Euroamerican

Euroamerican

Euroamerican

Euroamerican

Native American

Native American

Native American

Native American

Native American

Native American

Native American

Settlement Period

Settlement Period

Settlement Period

Settlement Period

Archaic/Pelican Lake

Archaic/McKean, Pelican

Lake, Besant

Archaic/McKean
Unclassified Late Plains
Archaic

N/A

Plains Village Tradition

Plains Woodland/Besant

AD 1875
1933

AD 1875
1933

AD 1875
1933

AD 1875
1933
3500-1700
BP
5000-3500
BP/  3500-
1700 BP/
2050-1200
BP
5000-3500
BP
5000-1200
BP

N/A

950-100 BP
2050-1200
BP

depression
depression
3x2-m depression  with
juniper wall supports and
partial roof
5x4-m  depression  with

juniper wall supports

None noted

5 eroding hearth features

None noted

None noted

hearth

None noted

None noted

N/A

N/A

wire nail

N/A

obsidian from Obsidian CIiff,
Wyoming

projectile points, obsidian
from Bear Gulch, Idaho,

quartz flake

N/A

N/A

lithics, FCR, bone

N/A

KNF materials, bilater al
cutting tools, projectile
points, tools, ceramics,

FCR, burned bone, clam

shells, burned flaking debris

1  side-notched  Besant
(Kuehn 1990: Figure 72c), 1
corner-notched Pelican Lake
(Kuehn 1990: Figure 72b), 2
McKean points (Kuehn 1990:

135)

patinated shallow side -

notched similar to Avonlea

Plains Village check stamped
and cord impressed sherds
(n=93)

1 Besant side-notched and 1
possible Besant (Kuehn 1990
Figure 8c and 8e), 2 plains
woodland cord impressed

sherds

Recommended
Eligible
Unknown-
potentially
eligible
Unknown-
potentially
eligible

Unknown-
potentially
eligible
Recommended
Eligible
Recommended
Eligible

Recommended
Eligible
Recommended
Eligible
Recommended
Eligible
Recommended
Eligible

Recommended
Eligible
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32MZ988 field camp habitation Native American Plains Woodland/Besant 2050-1200 None noted bone, flakes, stone tools, 3 plains woodland cored- Recommended

BP sherds roughened body sherds Eligible

32BI706 field camp habitation Native American Plains Woodland/Besant 2050-1200 None noted bifaces, endscrapers, Unknown-
BP projectile points potentially
eligible

32BI729 field camp habitation Native American N/A N/A eroding hearth flakes, bones, FCR Unknown-

potentially
eligible

32BI733 field camp habitation Native American None noted endscrapers, diverse lithic Unknown-
raw materials potentially
eligible

32BI736 field camp habitation Native American None noted FCR, burnt KRF shatter, Unknown-
unifacial retouched flake, potentially
chert, KRF flakes eligible

32MZz987 field camp habitation Native American N/A N/A None noted N/A Unknown-

potentially
eligible
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32MZ991 field camp habitation Native American None noted Unknown-
potentially
eligible

32MZ994 field camp habitation Native American 6 m stone  circle, flakes, quartzite Unknown-
rectangular cairn hammerstone potentially
eligible

32MZ999 field camp cultural materials  Euroamerican Settlement Period AD 1875 5-m diameter depression iron bands, cut lumber Unknown-
scatter 1933 potentially
eligible

32B1626 950-100 BP Recommended

Eligible

field camp N/A Native American Plains Village Tradition None noted N/A simple stamped sherds

32BI703 field camp N/A Native American Unclassified Late 2160+/-70 fire -cracked rock features N/A side-notched Simonsen Recommended
Prehistoric, Archaic/Logan  BP Eligible

Creek/Mummy Cave

32BI520 field c amp N/A Native American Archaic/McKean 5000-3500 None noted Unknown-
BP potentially
eligible
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32BI568 field camp N/A Native American Plains Village Tradition 950-100 BP  None noted sherds,

jasper Prehistoric arrow point potentially

projectile point,  simple stamped sherds, Late  Unknown-

eligible

32BI575 field camp N/A Native American Plains Woodland/Besant 2050-1200 None noted Unknown-
BP potentially
eligible

32MZ946 field camp N/A Native American Plains Woodland/Besant 2050-1200 None noted N/A Unknown-
BP potentially
eligible

32BI584 graffiti  and grafitti and rock art Euroamerican Settlement Period AD 1875 sandstone boulder with N/A Recommended
rock art 1933 carved initials and dates Eligible
1883-1940s
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32BI677

32BI1483

32BI572

32BI583

32BI574

32BI621

32MZ911

32BI1624

32Bl625

32B1680

32BI698

graffiti and

rock art

homestead

homestead

homestead

homestead

homestead

homestead

homestead

homestead

homestead

homestead

grafitti and rock art

habitation

habitation

habitation

habitation

habitation

habitation

habitation

habitation

habitation

habitation

Euroamerican

Euroamerican

Euroamerican

Euroamerican

Euroamerican

Euroamerican

Euroamerican

Euroamerican

Euroamerican

Euroamerican

Euroamerican

Settlement Period

CCC and Park Period

Settlement Period

Settlement Period

Settlement Period

Settlement Period

Settlement Period

CCC and ParkPeriod

Settlement Period

Settlement Period

Settlement Period

AD 1875
1933
1914-1938
AD 1875
1933

AD 1875
1933

AD 1875
1933

AD 1875
1933

AD 1875
1933
1910-1930s
AD 1875
1933

AD 1875
1933

AD 1875
1933

4 panels of graffiti and rock
art on sandstone, carvings
from 1907-1914,

headstone-like cross carved

fieldstone foundation, two

depressions, dug-out

None noted
None noted
cement foundation,
depression, 2 wells,

sandstone outcrop quarry
with graffiti

fieldstone foundation,

sandstone cellar

None noted

None noted

None noted

None noted

two depressions, fieldstone

foundation

N/A

farm machinery

N/A

N/A

jasper flake

diverse assemblage

observed

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

diverse assemblage bottles observed but not

observed

described

Unknown-
potentially
eligible

Recommended
Eligible

Recommended
Eligible
Recommended
Eligible
Recommended
Eligible

Recommended
Eligible

Recommended
Eligible
Unknown-
potentially
eligible
Unknown-
potentially
eligible
Unknown-
potentially
eligible
Unknown-
potentially
eligible
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32BI726 quarry lithic Native American N/A N/A None noted N/A Unknown-
scatter/procurement potentially
eligible

32BI576 spring spring development Euroamerican CCC and Park Period AD 1933 None noted Unknown-
present potentially
eligible

32BI1602 or 32BI605 CCC and Park Period AD 1933 brick fo undation N/A Recommended

present Eligible

structure structure Euroamerican

32MZ985 structure scenic overlook Euroamerican CCC and Park Period structure b uilt from local  N/A Recommended

shelter/CCC cut sandstone, cottonwood Eligible

roof and cedar shingles

32BI519 N/A N/A N/A None noted N/A Unknown-

potentially

unknown

eligible

32BI1523 unknown N/A N/A N/A None noted N/A Unknown-
potentially

eligible
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32BI525 unknown N/A N/A N/A None noted N/A Unknown-
potentially

eligible

32BI527 unknown N/A N/A N/A None noted N/A Unknown-
potentially

eligible

32BI531 unknown N/A N/A N/A None noted N/A Unknown-
potentially

eligible

32BI1537 unknown N/A N/A N/A None noted N/A Unknown-
potentially

eligible

32BI544 unknown N/A N/A N/A None noted N/A Unknown-
potentially

eligible
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32BI1547 unknown N/A N/A N/A None noted N/A Unknown-
potential ly

eligible

32BI557 unknown None noted obsidian from Obsidian CIiff, Unknown-
Wyoming, basalt flake potentially
eligible

32BI1560 unknown N/A N/A N/A None noted N/A Unknown-
potentially

eligible

32BI565 unknown N/A N/A N/A None noted N/A Unknown-
potentially

eligible

32BI1569 unknown N/A N/A N/A None noted N/A Unknown-
potentially

eligible

32BI571

Unknown-

unknown N/A N/A N/A Nonre noted N/A
potentially

eligible
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32BI578 unknown N/A N/A N/A None noted N/A Unknown-
potentially

eligible

32BI1582 unknown N/A N/A N/A None noted N/A Unknown-
potentially

eligible

32BI586 unknown N/A N/A N/A None noted N/A Unknown-
potentially

eligible

32B1588 unknown N/A N/A N/A None noted N/A Unknown-
potentially

eligible

32B1590 unknown N/A N/A N/A None noted N/A Unknown-
potentially

eligible
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32BI1592 unknown N/A N/A N/A None noted N/A Unknown-
potentially

eligible

32BI596 unknown N/A N/A N/A None noted N/A Unknown-
potentially

eligible

32B1601 unknown N/A N/A N/A None noted N/A Unknown-
potentially

eligible

32BI661 unknown N/A N/A N/A None noted N/A Unknown-
potentially

eligible

32BI1666 unknown N/A N/A N/A None noted N/A Unknown-
potentially

eligible

32BI684

Unknown-

unknown N/A N/A N/A None noted N/A
potentially

eligible
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32B1696 unknown N/A N/A N/A None noted N/A Unknown-
potentially

eligible

32BI704 unknown N/A N/A N/A None noted N/A Unknown-
potentially

eligible

32BI707 unknown N/A N/A N/A None noted N/A Unknown-
potentially

eligible

32MZ865 unknown N/A N/A N/A None noted N/A Unknown-
potentially

eligible

32MZ867 unknown N/A N/A N/A None noted N/A Unknown-
potentially

eligible
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32MZ870 unknown N/A N/A N/A None noted N/ A Unknown-
potentially

eligible

32MZ873 unknown N/A N/A N/A None noted N/A Unknown-
potentially

eligible

32MZ904 unknown N/A N/A N/A None noted N/A Unknown-
potentially

eligible

32MZ910 unknown N/A N/A N/A None noted N/A Unknown-
potentially

eligible

32MZ916 unknown N/A N/A N/A None noted N/A Unknown-
potentially

eligible

32MZ942

Unknown-

unknown N/A N/A N/A None noted N/A
potenti ally

eligible
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32MZ947 unknown N/A N/A N/A None noted N/A Unknown-
potentially

eligible

32BI536 well Euroamerican CCC and Park Period AD 1933 extant features were diverse assemblage bottles (Kuehn 1990: Figures Unknown-
development/ranching present removed upon observed 76 and 77) potentially
abandonment eligible
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Table 2 Resources Recommended Eligible for NRHP Inclusion

Site Site Type Site Prehistoric/Historic Native Temporal Affiliation Date Features Artifacts (general) Diagnostics
Function/Description American/Euroamerican
32MZz954 base camp habitation prehistoric Native American Plains Woodland/Besant 20500 1200 None noted ceramics, bifaces, 7 Besant side-notched, cord
B.P. bilateral cutting tools,  impressed sherds
dense FCR, grooved maul
32MZz957 base camp habitation prehistoric Native American Plains Woodland/Besant 20500 1200 None noted bifaces, scrapers, flake
B.P. tools, perforators,
bilateral cutting tools,
ceramics
32MZ955 conical habitation,conical prehistoric -historic Native American Historic Native American 4 conical timber lodges N/A
lodge timber lodge
32BI567 field camp habitation prehistoric Native American Archaic/Pelican Lake 3500i 1700 None noted obsidian from Obsidian
B.P. Cliff, Wyoming
32Bl614 field camp habitation prehistoric Native American Archaic/McKean, Pelican 5000i 3500 5 eroding hearth features projectile points, obsidian 1 side-notched Besant
Lake, Besant B.P/ 35000 from Bear Gulch, ldaho, (Kuehn 1990: Figure 72c), 1
1700 BP./ quartz flake corner-notched Pelican Lake
- (Kuehn 1990: Figure 72b), 2
McKean points (Kuehn 1990:
B.P. 135)
32MZ912 field camp habitation prehistoric Native American Archaic/McKean 5000( 3500 None noted N/A
B.P.
32B1649 field camp habitation prehistoric Native American Unclassified Late Plains 5000 1200 None noted N/A patinated  shallow side -
Archaic B.P. notched simil ar to Avonlea
32BI672 field camp habitation prehistoric Native American N/A N/A hearth lithics, FCR, bone
32BI731 field camp habitation prehistoric Native American Plains Village TrA.D.ition 9501 100 None noted N/A Plains Village check stamped
B.P. and cord impressed sherds

(n=93)
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32MZ1000 field camp habitation prehistoric Native American Plains Woodland/Besant 20500 1200 None noted KNF materials, bilateral 1 Besant side-notched and 1
B.P. cutting tools, projectile possible Besant (Kuehn 1990

points, tools, ceramics, Figure 8c and 8e), 2 plains

FCR, burned bone, clam woodland cord impressed

shells, burned flaking sherds

debris

32BI1548 field camp cultural materials  prehistoric and Native American Unclassified Late 5000 3500 None noted clear glass, bottle glass, Plains side-notched

scatter/trash dump historic Prehistoric, China, crockery, lumber, projectile point

B.P./ 20507
Archaic/McKean and 1200 B.P/ wire, metal
Besant/Settlement Period .

A.D. 1875

1933

32BI541 bridge bridge/CCC historic Euroamerican CCC and Park Period AD. 1933 bridge N/A
Present constructed of hand hewn

arc-type

sandstone and cement

32MZz875 depression unknown historic Euroamerican Settlement Period AD. depression

18751

1933




32BI623 graffiti and grafitti and rock art historic Euroamerican Settlement Period A.D. 1875/ sandstone boulder with N/A
rock art 1933 initials VA and "L" cattle
brand, carved 42 cm high
by 13 cm wide cowboy with

hat and bola tie

32BI572 homesteA.D. habitation historic Euroamerican Settlement Period D. None noted

1933

32BI574 homesteA.D. habitation historic Euroamerican Settlement Period D. cement foundation, jasper flake
1933 depression, 2  wells,
sandstone outcrop quarry
with graffiti

32MZz911 homesteA.D. habitation historic Euroamerican Settlement Period D. None noted

1933

32MZ1003 structure log cabin/ranching historic Euroamerican Settlement Period A.D. 1875 1 standing wall

1933

32BI549 bison bison processing prehistoric -historic Native American Plains Village TrA.D.ition 9501 100 None noted lithics, bone, sherd simple stamped sherd

hunting B.P.




32BI626 field camp N/A prehistoric Native American Plains Village TrA.D.ition 9501 100 None noted N/A simple stamped sherds

B.P.

32BI703 field camp N/A prehistoric Native American Unclassified Late 2160+/-70 fire -cracked rock features ~ N/A side-notched Simonsen

Prehistoric, Archaic/Logan  B.P.

Creek/Mummy Cave
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Sites with Designated Types
or Temporal Affiliations (Kuehn 1990) W BASECAMP

B BISONHUNTING

B CONICALODGE

B EAGLERAPPING

B FIELOCAMP

¥ FIELDCAMPROCICAIRN

I FIELOICAMP TIPIRINGS)

I QUARRANDREDUCTIONOCALE

FIELBCCAMPANDTRASHDUMP

Figure 5 Prehistoric Sites with Known Typologies
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CAMP STES

GENERAL DEscrIpTION Camp sites are
those resources associated with t
habitation, subsistence, and sacr
activities of ancestral and historic Negt

American groups that occupied an
traveled all areas the parlCamp sites .4
include archaeological resources typed
base camps, field camps, and task ca
as well as places where specific resou
extraction and use was carried out, as
the case otonical timbered lodges use

1 1
for eagle trapplng. The tempora Tipis in a Meadow, Frank Bennett Fiske, 1901920(State
chronology presented by the constructi Historical Society of North Dakota sh1952013.
and use of base camps, field camps, t:

camps, and conical timber lodges suggests lifeways associated with camp site resources within the
park span nety 7000 yeargfKuehn 1990. Archaic and Woodland groups are represented in the
archaeological record but this area is traditionally known as the core territory of the Late Prehistoric
Plains Village Tradition, a tradition tholgto represent historic gups such athe Mandan and
Hidatsa. Additionally, ethrographically based evidenderther suggest thélidatsa and River

Crow specifically,camped and trapped eagles in the winter and fall along the Little Missouri River
(Kuehn 1990: 126127, Bowers 1948Curtis 1009:4;Wilson 1928 Beckwith 1937, 1938;
Hollenback 201p The Little Missouri Badlands are also located within the traditional historic
territory of theMandan, and in the outer edge &ioux and Assiniboine (Denig 1961; Hoebel

1960; Kuehn 1990:13phunting grounds; thugamp site resources may agsociatedvith these

tribes as well. Time period designations used for camp sites follow Kuehn (109@25 an d
Zeder (2006:58i 66).

Ethnographic interviews notamosttribes retained knowledge of topographic consideratifors
setting upcamps. ATurtle Mountain Cree Chippewa consultant remarked of camp sit@sthe

park stating thatask campsvould bededcated to huntingand could be foundn the plateas)
whereas larger banthase)camps would have been set up in thedr elevations, near the river
Members of theFort Belknap tribe stated camping would occur on terraces above the river,
depending on #n season, especially in the Petrified Forest area of the park. A member of the
Standing Rock Sioux Tribe stated the north unit of the park was used for vision questing,
ceremonies, teaching apprentices, traveling, and camping by men in the summer amehbent
women in he winter Hunting camps along the Little Missouri River and in the foothills were
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notably important to all tribal members as hunters would follow animals along thamelrink
from it as they wentAn Assiniboine consultant from th&ort Belknap Tribe remarked

AHunting camps, as opposed to other camps, were placed on high points for
survival. Women would come here too, to butcher the animals, break the bones, and

tan the hides. They would bring the tipi poles to stretch the hideisenthe brain

to break down the fiber in the hide. Children came along and helped. These places
were secur e. I n the spring and fall t hey
warm, as the cold air would be in the lowest point. It gets buggy down byéhe riv

But there would be camps near water if you needed to haul water for certain chores.

The buffalo, too, escaped from the bugs by making a wallow, arhdéhe imud

where they would rollZedeficet al. 2006:254) 0

The following resource pages introduceeral camp sitekocales identifiedn the boundaries of
thepark.
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BASECAMPS

GENERAL DESCRIPTION Base
camps as described by Binford
(1980) and us
classificatory settlement schem
for the prehistoric and early
historic period, function s
residential bases which represe
the hub of subsistence activitie
and from which
hunting/gathering forays |
originate. Base camps are th
areas where the widest range & ik
subsistence activities took place  Tipis and Drying Racks, 18861889 (McLean County Historical Societ
(Kuehn 1990:136137). Hanson dmMC32)
(1983:1404) remarkshat in the

North Dakota region base camps are the foci of smgistactivities for nomadic huargatherers

during the prehistoric period and were generally inhabited by a nuclear family, stem family, or
bandlevel group (Hanson 1983). The physiograghiation of base camps has much to do with
proximity to riverine environments and critical resources and their seasonal variability. Sites
identified as base camps at Theodore Roosevelt National Park have high artifact diversity indices
and dense artifactoncentrations. All exhibit evidence of domestic activity and occupation over a
length of time (Kuehn 1990:18%37).

Base campsre generally located in the foothills and on stream terraces of timbered river bottoms
like the Little Missouri River. The sigiicance of the river on the landscape therefore controlled
many seasonal camping activities. Lifeways associated with base camps include subsistence
activities related to food preparation and consumption, tool and craft production, and child rearing
and epresent a way of life that developed in the prehistoric period and persisted into the historical
period.Assiniboine and Gros Ventre consultants of th&ort Belknap Tribe interviewed in the

earlier ethnographic assessment remarked that

fAi[T]he terraces abve the river, some distance from the water, would have been
used for generalized camping, likely in the cool seasons. Most chores were carried
out at these camps: craft making, plant and wood gathering, cooking, and hunting
of small game and water fowl.dMen and children would have been the main
occupants of these larger carr(yzﬁdedb et a. 2006:255)0

STE NUMBERS Three base camp resourc88N12954, 32MZ957,and32MZ1000) were recorded
by Kuehn during the 1987989 survey of the north units (Kuehn: 0981, 165167). Located in
the foothills around a prominent eastern bend of the Little Missouri River, these sites were likely
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inhabited for a significant amount of time (Kuehn 1990:136). A spring called Mandal Spring is also
nearby. All were occupied dung the Plains Woodland/Besant period (A.Di &00) and all were
recommended eligible for inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places.

REPRESENTATIVIRESOURCEDESCRIPTIOR. 32MZ954 covers an area 108,000 m2. The assemblage
is one of the densest the park and includes bifaces, bilateral cutting tools, numerous pieces of
fire cracked rock, a grooved maul, seven Besantrsidehed projectile points, and cord impressed
sherds. Four of the seven points were colle@2MZ957is 24,500 m2 and locatextar 32MZ954.

The assemblage includes ceramics and a large number of lithic tools such as bifaces, scrapers, flake
tools, perforators, and bilateral cutting toddMZ1000is a dense scatter situated on a low river
terrace near the mouth of an intermttetream just north of the Little Missouri. It is sheltered from
prevailing northwest winds by sheer canyon walls. Artifacts observed include knife river flint
debitage (KNF), bilateral cutting tools, other lithic tools, fire cracked rock, burned bame, cl
shells, burned flaking debris, two Besant sidéched points, and two Plains Woodland cord
impressed sherds (Kuehn 1990:136).

LocATIONWITHIN THE PARK Of thebase campkcated during previous archaeological work, all
are located in the north unit tife park.

TEMPORAL OFGROUPAFFILIATION Native American
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FIELD ANDTASKCAMPS

GENERAL DESCRIPTION Field
and task camps are the mo
prominent  archaeologica
resource in the park
Temporal chronology
indicates  ancestral an
historic Native American
groy activities associate
with these resources sp
7000 years. Typically field
and task camps display
lesser degree of activity ove Cattle Dressing, Erwin Joseph Lawfer, 1888.945 NDSU Institute for Regional

a shorter period of time thar Studiesrs004335

base camps. They do nc

always have features or artifacts related directly to sustainedstiontite. Defined by Binford
(1980:10) as Atemporary operational centers
ot herwise maintains itself away from the re
considers field and task camps a&gn#icant resource areas that have resulted from behaviors
associated with general subsistence

Consultantsnterviewed in 2004 as part of an ethnographic assessment noted field camps and task
campanay have been associated with migratiansross thé.ittle Missouri River and traverse the
Badlands as part of pilgrimages to visit band members or sacred areas on the landscape during
annual hunting, collecting, and trapping cyc(lé&jerﬂ) et al. 2006:241). Kuehn identified 131 field
camps in Theodore Roegelt National Park. Grouped into this category are those areas
representing cultural material scatters and lithic scatters. Of these, only 52 field camps were
explicitly |isted as such in Kuehnés (1990)
assessment.

Many of the field camps and task camps in Theodore Roosevelt National Park are found on ridge
tops, plateaus, and along terraces. A lesser number are those located on saddles, in the floodplain
and in the foothills of the Little Missouri Rivéfalley (Kuehn 1990:2632). Archaic period field

camps include one with an early Archaic component (Logan Creek/Mummy cave), six with middle
Archaic components (McKean), and five with Late Archaic components (Pelican Lake).
Additionally, two resources arested as Unclassified Late Archaic field camp resources with
Woodland complexes such as Besant total eight and are generally located in the faathills.
Prehistoric §=6) and Plains Village Traditiom€5) field camp resources, when mentioned, are
foundin the floodplain, on terraces, and in the foothills of the Little Missouri River Vall&joad
consutano bser ved that archaeological sites typed
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[ vantage points or | ookm&hgsidhunﬁngeipecﬁibnsb(ieda{b aéc
et al. 2006:257).

STE NUMBERS The following site numbers are listed as field camps by Kuehn (1928)520,
32BI522, 32BI557, 32BI562, 32BI567, 32BI568, 32BI573, 32BI575, 32BI579, 32B1614, 32BI615,
32BI1626, 32BI1629, 32BI1648/32BI1122, 32B1649, 32BI63a@BI672, 32BI1695, 32B1703, 32BI706,
32BI725, 32BI728, 32BI729, 32BI730, 32BI731, 32BI732, 32BI733, 32BI734, 32BI736,
32MZ1001, 32MZ767, 32MZ868, 32MZ912, 32MZ915, 32MZ935, 32MZ943, 32MZ946,
32MZ948, 32MZ984, 32MZ986, 32MZ987, 32MZ988, 32MZ989, 32MZ990MA291,
32MZ995, 32MZ996, 32BI548, 32MZ993, 32MZ10G2d32MZ994

REPRESENTATIVRESOURCHDESCRIPTION Site32BI1703is a field camp resource situated on a ridge

top in Petrified Forest area of the a r kodtls unis Temporally associated with the Logan
Creek/Mummy Cave phase 800 3,250 B.C.) of the Early Archaic, an Unclassified Late
Prehistoric (A.D. 5001 7 5 0) component al so exists. The |1
ZedeFH) et al. (2006: 64). Fire cracked rock features were present along with a Knife River Flint

(KRF) Simonsenprojectile point (550013,300 B.C.) which was discovered during profile
excavationdy Kuehn. This pointay represent an extant Early Archaic dep(mjedb et a.
2006:62). One biface, 3 scrapers, 170 pieces of flakatk slebitage, 4 shatter, 1 core, 443
fragments of fire cracked rock, and charcoal were observed at the resource site. Knife River Flint,
porcellanite, and agate were among the raw materials utilized. Additionally, pollen samples were
taken from three datguhleosols representing the Pleistocene and the Early and Late Holocene in
an attempt to understand the paleoclimate. The Pleistocene paleosol, referred to as the Leonard
paleosol, contained more pine pollen than Holocene soils while grasses were |essabiins

soil also produced a high frequency of Chamo and contained some hackberry pollen. Pollen
from the Early Holocene is similar to the Pleistocene sample but a decline in pine pollen indicates
a warming episode i n tHblecene palgasa displays apbllenmsignatare T
suggesting even higher temperatures coupled with increasing moisture as pine pollen continues to
decrease and grasses increase (Cummings 1990 from Kuehn 1990 Appendices). This climatic
episode may have conttited to an increased presence of Woodland and Plains Village groups that
began to cultivate and utilize areas in the park as well as later Native American groups. The site is
recommended eligible for inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places

Plains Village groups associated with field camp resources were horticditurtdrgatherers that
followed a settlement pattern of semipermanent summer and winter earthlodge villages along the
Missouri River. In the summer seasonal hunting rounds andhedsied hunts based on resource
needs would likely have occurred in adjacent territories and resulted in the deposit of field camp
resources (Bowers 1948, 1965; Wilson 1928; Hanson and Gregg 1983; Kuehn 1990f 158).

Plains Village Tradition, Ededb et al. (200669) states thakgional archaeologists generally agree

that the historicMandan derive from a stable and lotigi ved sedent ary, agrt
Villaged adaptation that probably devBruneped
1961 Glassner 1974; Henning 1983; Lehmer 1971; Tiffany 1983; Wedel 1961; Winham and
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Calabrese 1998; Winhamme Lueck 1994; Wood 1967, 200Ihis association is limited to the

later variants of the Plains Village Tradition. An example of a Plains “ilfeejd camp site at
Theodore Roosevelt National Pask32BI1568, located near the mouth of Paddock Creek. The site

is noted to contain simple stamped sherds, a projectile point, and jasper flaked stone debitage.
Simple stamped or cord impressed sherdsnated at most Plains Village campsTiheodore
Roosevelt National Park

Field camps affiliated with Historic Native American (A.D. 1¥4880s) groups include several
resources with stone constructioB2MZ1002 and 32MZ994 containprobabletipi rings while
32MZ993 has three sandstone and granite cai@2812993 and 32MZ994 are in the upland
grassland ecozone off the Scenic Drive Road in the north unit of the park (Figure 7 in Kuehn
1990:37) and produced flakes, cores, and a hammer@@MzZ1002 notedtoc ont ai n t hr e
rings, is near a trai/l in the north unit adj
foothills (ZedePH) et a. 2006:65). No artifacts were noted by Kuehn (1990) during his
investigations.

Tipis aresignificantto manyhi st ori ¢ Nati ve American groups
example, interviews conducted during the previous ethnographic assessment by Zededb et al.

(2006) describe th€ r o wnderest in using the park as an educational area to relate origasstor
appropriately to the public. One such origin story is that of the tipi. The origin of the tipi is tied to
the foundation of Crow anHliidatsa secret societies For t hem the tipi sy
Mother and should not be pitched for recreationappses or without a serious reason, as having

an empty tipi is a bad omen and invites dééﬂededb et a. 2006:247).

LocATIONWITHIN THE PARK Field and task camp locales are located in both the north and south
units of the park.

TEMPORAL OFGROUPAFFILIATION Native American
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CONICALLODGES

GENERAL DESCRIPTION Conical [k SR ROl SR
timbered lodges are structural S : ;
element attributed to histo
Native American groups

throughouthe Northwestern plainsg |
and central Rocky Mountains. The g

(Ewers 1968 and wickiups |
(Kingsbury 1986; Zier 1987) in th
Rocky Mountains of westar
Montana and the  Bighor
Mountains of Wyoming (Davis
2015) Historic tribal affiliations
vary. Groups known to have use

these are th8hoshonegKingsbury

1986),Blackfoot (Ewers 1968:11i7130), Cheyenne(Grinnel 1923),Plains Cree Crow, Sioux,
Gros Ventres, and Assiniboines (Ewers 1968:177130). The lodges located imheodore
Roosevelt National Parkre likelyMandan andHidatsa and associated witkagle trappingbut
their presence over geographical expanses and the transitory nature of many trileareath
during the Historic period indicates Crow, Sioux, Assiniepi@heyenne, and others may be
affiliated with them as well (Kuehn 1990:130).

All tribal consultantsinterviewed by Zeder’H) et a. (2006) shared knowledge related to the
significance of théodges inTheodore Roosevelt National Paakd strategies for eagle trapping.
When aStanding Rock Siouxconsultant was questioned about the possible uses of thealkoni
lodges, the consultant suggested that:

Conical Lodge, Theodore Roosevelt National ParlSite Visit 200+

fAi[L] odges have different uses depending on their location relative to the bluffs. If
high on a cliff and close to a spring, they are used for something sacred. Individuals
would have camped in the lower ledgeshvibme tree shade and close to water.
The position of the lodge would have been against the weather and for use during
the cold seasons. Thdandan used to come to the lodges to put lwackroot
medicine and then they would set the eagle trap. They warcepand prepare
medicine food as well as bait. The lodges would also be used for ceremonies in
preparation for gathering painis (Zeder’H) et a. 2006:249)

The conical lodges are some of the most enduring remnants of the eagle trapping ceremonies. These
sites have a particularly significant value to Plains people because of their ceremonial and spiritual
association.

Murray (2009:53) indicates that consultants she interviewed at Fort Berthold,
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Afare aware of | odge si t estructaresdahatiwedmitto and i n
conduct ceremonies, and which were deliberately hidden in the brush. Their purpose

gives them special status, and HT referred to thenheadooms The Cultural
PreservationOffice has identified them as traditional cultuadoperties (Calvin

Grinnell 2008, personatommunication). Two consultants had visited lodges inside
THROGs Nort h Unmnless lodgés were aanstructechvath ldasting

cedar or juniper poles, they have most liketylapsed and would be diffiu I t t o f i nd ¢
Lodges are believed to be extremely powerful places, and are good places for seeking

Vi sions. 0

For more information on the origins of eagle trapping and its relation to the Mandan and Hidatsa
sacred complexes and bundles Kkrgray (2000, 2011), the bald and golden eagle resource pages

in this report, and sit82BI518 in this assessment. SiB2BI518is a resource procurement site
used specifically for eagle trapping.

STE NUMBERS Three resource areas with the remains of conical lodges esenprin the park
(32MSZ101, 32MZ955, and32MZ116). They are thought be related to sacred eagle trapping in
the area and were likely used by Mandan andHidatsa. Two of these resources were constructed
during the Historic Native American period (A.D.42r 1880s) and one is attributed to the Plains
Village Tradition and Historic Native American period (A.D. 105880s).

REPRESENTATIVERESOURCEDESCRIPTION Site 32MZ101 is located in the foothills of the Little
Missouri River in a juniper and ash thickédreg a tributary of Appel Creek below a scenic overlook

in the north unit of the park. Originally recorded by James Sperry in 1968 (1981), the site contains
a conical timber lodge. Sperry excavated a 4 by 4 ft unit in the interior of the lodge whichredcove

a fire hearth and produced Plains Village ceramics, a projectile point, jasper debitage, bone
fragments, a painted bison skull, sandstone pieces, charcoal, and calcined materials (Kuehn
1990:64 65, 130). Jasper is a ndocal lithic material that mayave sources originating the Rocky
Mountains. Its presence suggests some level of trade or travel was involved to secure this resource.
Some of the ceramics were tentatively identified as Fort Yates ware on the basis of a large S
rimmed vessel (Kuehn 199@% 130). 32MZ101 is temporally associated with the Plains Village
Tradition and the Historic Native American period. The site remains unevaluated in reference to its
National Register eligibility status.

Site 32MZ955 is aHidatsa andMandan eagle trappingesource located in the north unit of the

park near Sperati Point. The site contains four conical lodges and, on the basis of these structural
remains, is dated to the Historic Native American period (A.D. 179@0). Axe and saw cut marks
observedontheuni per posts used in the |l odgesdé cons
poles and brush at two of the structures supports this temporal designation. Two of the structures
were coll apsed during Kuehnoés 19 &d®standing dlees me r
site was recommended eligible for inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places. A member
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of the Three Affiliated Tribes with eagle trapping knowledge visited this site as part of the previous
ethnographic assessment and expla{feglres 4.18 and 4.19 ZederH) et al. 2006:238):

f[T]he conical lodge locationsvere based omisions or feelingsEagle trapping

here would usually have been in the fall when the eagles migrated. These lodges
were probably winter lodges and used aftex eagles molted in November. This is

a very good place and probably was along a regular raute

Site 32BI116was a conical lodge located by Sperry in 1968 (1980) in the north unit of the park
just north of Achenbach Spring. The resource is interpretesh aimal trapping place. Sperry
excavated a 5 by 5 ft unit in the lodge interior which produced a tin can, bone fragments, charcoal,
and a shallow hearth (Kuehn 1990: 129, Sperry 1980:30) further dating the site to the Historic

Native American period (A.DL742 1880s). Kuehn was unable to relocate this site in a later survey
of the north unit.

LocATIONWITHIN THEPARK Conical lodges identified in the park are located in the north unit.

TEMPORAL ORGROUPAFFILIATION Hidatsa, Mandan
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CERAMICS

GENERALDESCRIPTION Ceramics are noted
at numerous resource sites with Woodla
Plains Village, and Historic Nativg
American components (Kuehn 1990:30
310). Pieces of conoidal vessels are pres
and most are characterized by surfa
treatments including simple ashping,
cord roughening, and cord impressin
Some plain wares were also observd
Ceramics areuseful archaeologically to
build chronologies of the use history of t
land by groups and to differentiat
between cultural groups in boundary are
like Theodre Roosevelt National Park
Ethnograpic evidence suggests ceramis
were significant for everyday utilitariar
use, for ceremonial purposes, and f
trading or gifting Hollenback 201p

State Historical Society of North Dakota

Mandan Vessel ca. AD 180, Huff Indian Village (example fromr

an archaeological site in proximity toTheodore Rooseve
National Park)

AiClay pots were sacred items, believed to forewarn death when dekedr They

were associated with water and snakes and thus were used in rainmaking
ceremonies (Bowers 1992:347). The Awaxawi kept a very large sacred pot that was
beaten and sang to in times of drought. The last sacred pot was buried during the
1837 epidene and its keeper died without revealing the burial place (Weitzner
1979:264). Pots were also used to hold coals for smudging during ceremonies
(Bowers 1992:348). Pottery making was, by extension, a sacred ritual imbued with
secrecy (Coues 1897: 328). Rigtto pottery making knowledge were purchased,
and so were the songs that went along with the craft. The best clay was collected
from the lower Little Missouri River; yellow and blue clay were collected along the
Missouri River outcroppings near Ligefishhook. Rotten granite taken from the
firepit of a sweatlodge was used as temper (Weitzner 1979:260). Cottonwood
paddles were used to even out and shape the pots (Bowers 1992:374).

Ceramic materials have been a primary topic of research in Nakbt® (Aher 1993; Mitchell

2012, Hollenback 2012), as they are the most abundant and diagnostic material to demonstrate
change through time as well as more subtle geographical and cultural vartatibeisback (2012)
indicates that ceramic knowledge and techgglamong the earthlodge tribes, particularly the
Hidatsa, suffered changes after the smallpox epidemics of 1780 and 1837 due to deaths of
knowledgeable potters and concomitant loss of knowledge. Yet, people continued making ceramics
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as a means to maintaigkentity in times of duress. These changes, in turn, may be used to refine
historical chronologies of sites wih ceramics. CeramicEHRO fall within the Plains Village
Tradition further suggesting these ceramics were likely associated withatigdan, Hidatsa or

Arikara . Additionally, a tribal member noted preferred sources of clay suitable for pottery making
wereintheparki Ot her ¢l ays, particularly a |light gr
for strengthening the lodge walls on the cxdméi(Zededb et al. 2006:240). (For detailsof specific
ceramic traditions in thisegionseeAhler 1993; Hollenback 2012; Mitchell 2013).

TEMPORAL OFGROUPAFFILIATION Native American
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PROJECTILEPOINTS LITHIC TOOLS AND DEBITAGE

GENERAL DESCRIPTION A majority
of the sites recorded by Kueh} -
(1990:301310) produced lithic
tools and debitage, and a number
pointlocated isolated artifacts wer
lithic tools. Many of these site
were located in the in the south ur| .
of the park at Big Plateau an
Petriied Forest Plateau (Kueh
1990:161). Eleven distinct local
raw material types were observe
by Kuehn (1900) and includeq
Knife River flint (KNF), Tongue
River silicified sediment (TRSS) ..

Rainy Buttes silicided food, Knife River Flint Projectile Point
Antelope chert, Miocene flint,

TheodoreRoosevelt National Park quartzite, chalcedony, porcellanite, chert, quartzite, petrified
wood, and agate. All were present in lithic assemblages at resource sites although an overwhelming
majority of debitage was KNF. Imported materials noted in assengege limited to obsidian

which was sourced to Wyoming and Idaho, Spanish Diggings quartzite, jasper, green chert, quartz,
and basalt (Kuehn 1990: 14160). The Badlands are also known as a source of porcellanite of
various colors, which may be found inchaeological sites as far to the north as Canada, thus
indicating broad regional procurement or exchange of this material.

Lithic tools were central to prehistoric technologies that enabled Native groups to exist on the Great
Plains. Stone tools were ated to address a variety of needs. Some lithic tools like projectile points
have become a central element to archaeological interpretations, while mundane tools such as
scrapers and utilized flakes are expedient tools that were used to address mysa&xmstient

lithic tools are ubiquitous to prehistoric sites across North America and are an artifact type that can
be used to interpret processing activities that took place in the past.

All stone tools were created through various lithic reduction igaes. In addition to creating
formal tools, these reduction techniques resulted in a much larger amount of flakes. Some flakes
were used as expedient tools, but the majority of flakes were unutilized. Flake distribution and
density are an archaeologicahrker that can interpret site function and some of the activities that
took place at that location in the past.

Projectile points are a principdhting tool for archaeologists that were used to create temporal
chronologies of the northern Plains. Archiagists noted that projectile points were one of the
artifact types that demonstrated the greatest change throughout time and could be used as a time
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marker in stratified sites. Early chronologies focused recording these changes in projectile points
in THRO throughout timeKoor 1985:126127). Points were designed for specific projectiles (i.e.
points designed for spear throwers or arrows) and changes in projectile points were also used to
infer changes in weapon technologies. These technological changealseeused as evidence for
larger changes in lifeways and foodway strategies, which were divided into archaeological
complexes (Foor 1985). Projectile points have become a key diagnostic artifact that chronicles
changes that would have affected the ottsgrects of prehistoric societies.

Projectile points are important temporal markers for siteBHRO. Dart and arrow point types
noted in the park include Plains Archaic period points such as the Early Archaic Simonsen side
notched, the Middle Archaic Mkean lanceolate, Mallory, Yonkee, and Hanna point varieties, and
the Late Archaic cornamotched Pelican Lake point. Plains Woodland period points mark the
adoption of bow and arrow technology and include Besant cootehed and the Avonlea side
notchedp oi nts. Late Prehistoric/Plains Village T
a f e wnotched drew points (Zededb et a. 2006:64i 66. Ethnographic accounts concerning
lithic technologies like point making are rather narroWldRO. Native American consultants that
visited the park noted that, although they could not comment directly about arrow making, the park
contains all the necessary resources for projectile point and arrow manufatistozical
documents however detail some of fnactices behind arrow making

AArrow-making was a craft given to the people by supernatural beings, notably Flaming

Arrow, also referred to as Burnt Arrow (Weitzner 1979). Armmaking was a closely

guarded right, as many arrow materials were thoughe fmoisonous and used mainly

for war. Arrows were mostly made of Knife River Flint, but other materials, including

buffalo tendon tissue, horn, wood, and beaver teeth were also used. Historically, points

were also fashioned from suitable metal implementstsu as but cher 6s kni
Feathers of various birds were used to gi
patterns were, too, associated with creation stories and therefore very sacred. Eagle
feathers were the preferred ones, but as they were algexgensive, poor men used

duck, goose, or hawk feathers. These were carefully prepared and split before fletching
(Weitzner 1979:24i42). Quivers and bow cases were made of the skins of buffalo,

otter, lion, badger, and beaver. Lances made of ash steshéa with a horn or flint tip

were also used in hunting buffadd¢Zederio et al. 2006: 90)

TEMPORAL OFGROUPAFFILIATION Native American
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GROUNDSTONE

GENERALDESCRIPTIONIN addition to flaked stone tools, ground stone technologies were central in
defining prehistoric lifeways for those inhabitiigdlRO area. Ground st tools are represented

by items that are shaped by grinding and used for a variety of purposes. Plant processing, especially
corn grinding, was largely done with ground stone items. Ground stone was also important for
making pemmican. Ground stone impkemts are reported at several resource sites in Theodore
Roosevelt National Park.

While most prehistoric artifact assemblages on the Plains are relatively uniform, certain ground
stone items were important markers of moiety membership. For example, gtonadtems at

Big Hidatsa and Rock Village resemble ceremonial stone hammers used by the Hidatsa Stone
Hammer Society (Lehmer et al. 1978:428). Stone pipes are also a type of culturally significant
ground stone artifaclfThe Mandan commonly used catlingeone pipes for social purposes but
preferred black pipes for their ceremonies (Zedaiit Basald2003).No pipestone has been so

far reported in THRO.
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BONE ANDSHELL

GENERAL DESCRIPTION Animals represent
significant resources for Native America

field, and task camp resource sites are limit
to bison, elk,deer, and antelope while th
shell was identified as calcined clam ar
likely freshwater. Additionally, btchered (Wison 1917).
bison bones were observed at site 32B1549,
the Bison Jump Site the south unit of the park.

Buffalo Bird Woman arvesting squashes with a scapula h

Presumably, the fauna present at Theodore Roosevelt National Park resource sites is depositec
refuse resulting from general subsistence activities likagp rendering and consumption as none

of the bone was specially workddistorical accounts describe the use of fauna in various activities.

For example feather quills and tin strips were fastened to reddened bison buffalo bones and used
for tattooing. Bson bones specifically, were fashioned into many tools subbesspickaxesand

splitting wedges; antler racks were fashioned into rakes (Wil8dT).
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PROCUREMENTSTES

Red Pigment,THRO

GENERAL DEeSCRIPTION A previous
ethnographic assessment (Zededp et 4l.
2006) details tribal
concerning variouactivities in the park that
may have resulted in the formationagfrtain
archaeological resources sites. These
activities are related t@sourceprocuremat

and include extraction and/or exchange of
significant resources such astone and
pigments Other activities include bison
hunting eagletrapping,plantgathering and

vision questing
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STONE QUARRIES ANIREDUCTIONLOCALES

GENERAL DESCRIPTION [i/af i e IR NRE S { VN A o
Located on plateaus an [P v

ridge tops stone quarries an
reduction locales are
classified as locations by
Binford (1980) and Kuehn
(1990). Quarries, reductiorg
sites, and locations differ
from task camps in that the g&2s
represent resource extractiofigs®
activities tha occurred over |
relatively short periods of
time. Kuehn states 77
location resources we
identified during 19871989
surveys but onlythreewere

explicitly listed as suchA

guarrynoted neathe Knife River Indian Villagesvas an importantocalethat tre Mandan and
Hidatsa used intensivetyp collect Knife River Flinttrading the resource father goods (Gregg
1987; Root 1997). Archaeological evidence indicatagfe River Flint has been widely traded
since the Archaic Periathiroughout the Bdland{Gregg 1987).

'R
Wl
T

Prehistoric groups used stone quarries for generations, developing cultural or traditional
attachments to the surrounding landforms and resource locale (Zederio et al. 28061éMber
of theStanding Rock Sioux Tribestated

fié [A]ll rocks hare powerful spirits and need to be fatbnes are medicine and

they will ask to make a sacrifice if you pray farTihered pipe bowl represents the
female heart and the stem the male messenger. The joint is where the mystery resides
and where prayers brg blessings. The Yuwipi Priests, who are among the most
mystical and powerful of men, use these small rocks thashany like crystals
Sandstoneés a curing rockGraniteis a thunderstone. The park is also a good source

of sweat rock®

Importantly be raw material known gmrcellanite which occurs in the Badlands, was extensively
procured and/or traded across the northern Plains and is found in sites as far away from THRO as
HeadSmashedn in Alberta, Canada.

STE NUMBERS 32BI1723, 32BI726, and #1735
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REPRESENTATIVERESOURCEDESCRIPTION Lithic materials were obtained from quarries, but,
oftentimes, lithic reduction took place at other locations. An example of a lithic reduction resource
is site32BI1735 Located on a ridge top in the Petrified €trTrail area, this resource represents a
flint knapperoés workshop. A singl e resalinginof |
a total of 21 flakes. In addition to flint, a chalcedony flake and an agate flake wepredsat

The Petrifi@l Forest Trail was noted tBlood consultants as a suitable place for tool manufacture

in hunting expeditions (ZedeFH) et al. 2006:258).

Flint knapping and tool manufacture are culturally significant activiiestioned in numerous

oral traditions andribal storiesNakota oral traditions recall that, at one time, all of the flint in the
world was on the body of Bear. Since this material was essential for arrowhead manufacture, Rabbit
went to Bear to chip off s ommwodyre l&geersugloffakes, | i n
which annoyed Bear, so Bear suggested Rabbit hit the flint harder. Rabbit struck with all his might,
breaking Bear in half, making flint available for all people (McLaughlin 191&3). Among the
Mandan, only certain individals had the right to make arrows (Bowers 2004:28&&)jniboine

elders recall that spent arrowheads were ceremonially disposed of in the same way as other living
beings (Zederp et al. 2006:254).

LOCATIONWITHIN THEPARK Known quarries are in thesgthunit.
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PIGMENTQUARRIES

GENERALDESCRIPTION Pigments and
clays are a extremely significant
resource for Native American groups
This significance is embedded in t
cultural landscape of most loca®
groups. Tle right to collect clays used
in paints and dyes was protected
cultural custom because theg™
resources had spiritual significance
Rights to collect and apply sacre
paints could be obtained throug
visions and through formal transfe
Blackfoot consulants have
repeatedly indicated that red paint,
particular, was used to consecra

objects and peoplas well as to heal.

They kept paints of all colors inside sacred bundles (Zedefio 2008). Rare paints were sought after
well outside the boundaries ofeih territory; theBlackfoot indicated that their elders would travel

as far as whyoming and North Dakota in search of those paints.

Red Pigment, Site VisitTheodore Roosevelt National Parikk00<

While commenting on the wealth of paint resources in the south unit of the Theodore Roosevelt
National Park, &row consutant with rights to painting noted th(zﬁededb et al. 2006:245)

fThe right to paint often comes in a dream; the person is shown how to use the
paints in terms of color, design, and placement in the body; horses also get painted
for safety. The consultaand her husband obtained the right to paint from a man
who had it and when he was about to die he transferred the right to them. The female
elder also has the right to sing along with men and be the head dancer among the
women. She uses yellow and redthpaHer brother transferred the designs to her
and taught her how to use these paints. Body paints intluglet red, pink, blue,
yellow, andwhite pigments. Red paint was first used by the Creator to line the eyes
of theprairie chicke® in turn the toten of one of the original Hidats@row clans.

Red and blue are used for medicine on the arms and face; bows and arrows are also
painted in red and blue. White paint is medici@kokecherrandbuffalo berrycan

be used to make vegetable dyes. Ashes os ¢aah wood fires are used to make
black paintd

The continued significance of paints to local tribes has been ethnographically documented.
Mandan and Hidatsa ethnographies have numerous references about the locations of paint
sources. Paints were usecceyremonially decorate humans, animals, and material cukarehe
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Crow specifically, paintwas a crucial element to all ceremonies and was often necessary for
bundles (Bowers 1992; Denig 200@; 1922). Feathers, in particular, were painted in various
colors depending of their purpose.

Beckwith (1938) noted that paint resources in the Theodore Roosevelt National Park were a source
of warfare that connected warriors to the park. This was corroborated by consultants ffone¢he
Affiliated Tribes who sated that the right to use paint came from the animals, and that making
medicine by painting faces with paint was the origin of war paint

AThere were two warriors out hunting along the river, scouting, when they saw a
bear painting his face, he would dr&lay from the river with his paw and spread
the mud across his face. The hunters kept watching the bear, going toward the river
and pretty soon a buffalo appeared. The bear attacked the buffalo to see who had
stronger medicine, but the bear was rebuftdd.came at it again and again and
each time the buffalo threw him up in the air. Finally the buffalo hit him again and
the bear split in two. In another version of the story, the bear gave up and then the
hunters saw him spit something. When they wesgdovhat it was they realized it
was his lungs. But bear medicine is strong; the bear gave us eagle trapping
medicineo
Traditionally, theclay hills of Little Missouri River werevell-known for their painsourcs. The
river contained a number of diffetren col or s t hat were integral f
(Zederp et al. 2006:240)

STE NUMBERS Although no pigment and clay quarries have been systematically recorded by
archaeological investigations in the park and no petrograpfalyse havebeen done,quarrying
pigments and clays in the paskethnographically documentecbnsultants who have visited the
park have consistently pointed them out and tested them for their quality

REPRESENTATIVERESOURCEDESCRIPTION The geobgic sedimentary nate of the Edlands
indicates the formation of clays is ongoing. Kuehn (1990) conducted intensive columnar soil
analyses noting numerous pigment and clays sources. For example In Soil Area C, Kuehn notes
three clay rich strata. Stratum 7 is a sandy claytatoimg 23.3 percent clay. This stratum was
observed 816 cm below ground surface. Stratum 6 of this unit, observedb4sn below ground
surface, is a clayey sand layer containing 43.3 percent clay. Stratum 5 contains 20 percent clay and
is 85201 cm bela ground surface. This particular paleosol is referred to as the Pick City
formation (Kuehn 1990: 276, Figure)52

LOCATIONWITHIN THEPARK Pigment sources exist throughout the park, specifically red and yellow
sources are known in Painted Canyttre Noth Unit would provide gray and white clays as well
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BISONHUNTING

GENERAL DESCRIPTION Bison was
one of the most important faune
resources to Plains tribegig game
hunting has been the focal point ¢
the Plains economy since the
Paleoindian period ang
archaeological data suggests Plai
people developed specializec
strategies forbison procurement
following the extinction of
megafauna during the Archai
Period (Gregg and Davidson 198

Johnson and Wood 89; Loendorf . . o
and Borchert 1991:9: Reeves 198: Lone Bison Theodore Roosevelt National ParlSite Visit 201¢

This specialization towards bison

exploitation intensified during the Plains Woodland Tradition (A.0.12D0), which is
characterized by a hunting and gathering economy lived by small, nomadic groupsviiatitra
seasonally across a specific territory (Beckes and Keyser 19832083 uehn 1990:30). Bison
procurement strategies and ceremonialism may have reached a peak in Western North Dakota
during the Besant (A.D.1B00) and Sonota (A.D.i500) Complexes (Buman 1975; Reeves
1983). Bison remains are frequently associated with ceremonial features during this period (Gregg
1985:120121; Neuman 1975). During the late prehistoric period (A.Di $080), bisomemained

an important resourcéowever, some groum the Little Missouri River supplemented hunting

by establishinga semisedentary horticulturalist lifestyle (Ahler 1993; Lehmer 1971; Lovick and
Ahler 1982). Ethnographic sources indecaemisedentary groups in Theodore Roosevelt National
Parktraded gricultural products for bison, among other things.

Historical and ethnographic references corroborate the importance of bison hunting during the
protohistoric and late historical periods. Archaeologists have suggested that densely populated
areas of theastern woodlands pushed some eastern groups onto the plains during the Woodland
Period where they could benefit from bison hunting and horticulture resulting in the Middle
Missouri Tradition (Toom 1992:142004. These semsedentary people are consideasgestors

of the Mandan andHidatsa. Bison hunting was a principal economic endeavor forAttieara

who, like all other Plains groups, used every part of the animal (Berry 1938)56/0bile Plains

groups relied more heavily on bison hunting than ssdentary villagers. Catlin (1965) notes that,

in addition to being a central foodstuff, tGeow near Fort Union used the skins and hides for their
dwellings and for trade. The highly mobiessiniboine and Blackfoot mastered bison hunting
strategies andupplemented their subsistence witard foods and other resources
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The importance of bison made it a central element in the ideology and belief systems for all Plains
groups. For théssiniboine, elaborate ritual and ceremony marked seasonal roundsdrabesbn

herd movement. Children and tribal organizations were named after the animals (Long 1942). Bison
names were even used for features on the lands&apee Buffalo Jump site in theouthunit of
Theodore Roosevelt National Padainterview witha Crow elder highlights the antiquity and
spiritual significance of buffalo jumps in Plains culture:

filn the origin stories the buffalo jump was given to people by Old Man Coyote, who

lured the buffalo over the cliff. Old Man Coyote challenged the bufteéorace.

He said: wedoll c¢close our eyes and run. Th
jump sites are mystic sites and have a lot of power in them because of all the
ceremonies that were conducted before the hunt. All the buffalo jumps are cdnnecte

with one another. Among the Crawh er e i s a ¢l an, i'ts name
whi ch daawholsi ngs home g a me.Thatclamiocannectscdh oot i ng
to the buffalo jumps, too

The significance of buffalo hunting and processing sites is elfexdpy the ceremonies that were
performed prior to their use. Bison hunting features were smudged and incense was burned after
the animals had been driven over the cliff. Other offerings were made. As whole families
participated in the hunts, multiplegerations took part in honorifics associated with bison hunting
and the significance of the resource was passeatironghouttime. Bison remain central to the
spiritual practice and cosmological beliefs of Plains peopléAgsiniboinevisitor to the Thedore
Roosevelt National Park stated:

AiIModern herds continue to have a central place in Native American religion. There
is an annual ceremonial buffalo killing at Fort Belknap. The gun that will be used
to kill the buffalo is smudged, and an offering ispged in red cloth and placed on

a sandstone ledge. The color red means the western direction, which is powerful as
it is connected to the thunderbird. The buffalo life parallels human life, so we sing
a buffalo song to the Creator. The offering will haweacco, sweetgrass, and stick
matches for the spirits. After the pipe is smoked the hunter and the warden will jump
in and chase the herd. One young buffalo will stand alone and it will b& shot

Beyond the rituals immediately preceding the hunt, Bteckfoot also maintained corporate
institutions known as fisocietieso where Dbiso
year. Bison was not simply a subsistence resource, but the center of their social organization and
ceremonial calendar. Blackfoot consultant expressed in 2014,

fiWe had to be experts in ecology, astronomy, geography, and hydrology to be able to
plan our hunts ahead of the bison and be succeassful.

Bison also have the capability to imbue landscapes with spiritual meaning. Ptaips gxplain
that the locations Theodore Roosevelt National Park that are used by the bison and catttain s
plant fields andvallows alsoretainspiritual significance. ACrow elder explains
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AThe buffalo come to the wallows to make medicine durieig thtting [and] to
trap females. From the buffalo we also learned how to have dreams. In full moon
the buffalo would come to high places, like knolls, and fast to cleanse their.8ystem

Today, THRO plays a significant role in providing culturally afftéal tribes with bison to maintain

or start their bison conservation programs

STE NUMBERS 32B1549

REPRESENTATIVIRESOURCEDESCRIPTION Site 32BI549is a bison hunting and processing resource

at the base of the Little Missouri Escarpment in the Soutl@aster survey unit o heodore
Roosevelt National Parkdentified in 1989, the site is affiliated with the Plains Village Tradition
(9501 100 B.P.). Numerous butchered bison bones were observed below an 18 m high cliff of the
escarpment (Kuehn 1990:141)nAmber of different activities took place at bison processing sites.
Processing the animals was taken on by the entire band and each person had assigned roles an
chores. Bison processing was intended to make all parts of the animal useable to the group.
Consultants remarked that the archaeological remains left by ancient hunters still visible at certain
places in theTheodore Roosevelt National Paflect the ceremonial use of a spiritual animal
resource in the past. This form of hunting and proceshixg been documented at other
archaeological sites and was important to Plains economies until the late historical period.

LOCATIONWITHIN THEPARK The buffalo jump is located in ts®uthunit of the park.

TEMPORAL OFGROUPAFFILIATION Native American
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EAGLETRAPPING

GENERAL DEsCRIPTION Plains people understang
that the natural world is imbued with spiritugs
power. When aspects of that power are uniqu s
found in people or animals, it is called medicings
The eagle is one of the most important ceremorig &
animals for Plains people. Eagle trapping W§
central to ceremonies for Plains people and
rights to trap eagles were reserved to cer
individuals. Mandan and Hidatsa had similar §
eagle trapping ceremonies. Among the Mandan
eagle trapping bundlevas owned by the persori s
responsible for building eagle traps. This bunds
remained with that person even in death (Bowg
1950:39). Bowers (2004:236) noted the variety §

items included in a Mandan eagle bundle. Man \
these elements are commonly foundthe lodge
alter at eagle trapping campé. Sioux elder
recalled the spiritual origin of the eagle:

The eagle is a human transformed into : Conical Lodge, Theodore Roosevelt National Par
eagle. The eagle was once a twin, r

created like others. He saw that people were selfish so he left. The pewyile
looking for him and sent his twin to find him. He did, but he could not convince the

eagle to come back because he didndét I i ke
sweat lodge and asked him why and then prayed until he went soaring and said,
Afmonow on | will be a messenger for peop

brought medicin®

A Hidatsa-Mandan consultant indicated:

i n all of the creation stories you hear,
going on, t h ey 0 rleng thdrewang peopke witheomsbltethre eagle.
Because of his higflying ways, he sees a lot of things, and he can get there a lot faster.

A lot of times, the eagle is too proud to get involved with meager mortal ighiisay

2009:50)0

As recorded irWilson (1928:99245), eagle trapping was given to the Mandan and Hidatsa by
Black Wolf. Mythical trapping sites were in the vicinity of where black and brown bears had been
sighted. Eagle trapping required the construction of a ceremonial conical lodgeomded area

near the actual trapping pit, which was on a hillside near a cliff. The Mandan and Hidatsa claimed
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trapping rights to a large area that included several choice trapping lochiaetsa andMandan
consultants indicated that, to the eagthef Missouri River, the trapping sites were for bald eagles
whereas to the west of the Missouri the sites were for golden eagles (Murray 2009).

Eagles were trapped for their feathers, which played an important role in ceremonies for Plains
people. Goldenrad bald eagles and hawks were trapped in a process that was a religious activity.
An informant from theélhree Affiliated Tribes explained:

AThere are different uses for different feathers; for some things you use the tail
feathers, other things just thenter feather, the straightest one. Fans from the
wings, too. All feathers have a spiritual reverence about them, each feather whether
it is young or old, even if it is a little tiny feather or a plume. The women mostly use
the plumes, they are all fluffeit and under the tail feathers. They used them for
naming ceremonies, all different things. First of all they had to have the right to
wear the feather. That depends on what kind of lifestyle you lived, if you are a leader
of your people, if you are goat war; many years ago, it was usually war. Or, if
you did something really good for your tribe or in the tribe, they would bestow an
eagle feather upon you. But nowadays it is not like that, they just buy the rights for
it and then they just putitonthee | i ttl e, even |l ittle kids.
eagle feather right, just the men. Women do not have the right to eagle feathers;
they do not have rights to smoke a pipe, the men would dbttiettwas ito

According to aHidatsa consultantthe lodye poles were made from whatever wood was available

in the areahowever,the [ancestors] habit of reusing lodges would have made cedar an ideal
choice,because it preserves w@llurray 2009:47)In addition to constructing the conical lodge

and trapping b, the trapping ceremony included interpretations of astrological formations, singing
songs, and fasting. The ceremony was reserved strictly for men. The eagle trapper had to be
intimately familiar with the spiritual value of the trapping location andoélthe associated
cosmological and astrological signs associated with the ceremony. He had to conduct rituals before,
during, and after the trapping session in order for the obtained feathers to have the proper spiritual
qualities Murray 2009.

STE NUMEERS 32BI1518, 32MZ101, 32MZ955, and 32MZ116

REPRESENTATIVIRESOURCEDESCRIPTION Site 32B1518is an eagle trapping pit in the Sheep Butte
Spring survey area ofheodore Roosevelt National Paikagle trapping reflects a unique and
specialized type of fauh@rocurement and can likely be attributed to the Mandan and Hidatsa
(Allen 1982; Wilson 1928) (Kuehn 1990: 141). However, numerous other tribal consultants shared
knowledge of eagle trapping activities in the park (Zederib et al. 2006:23839,244).

As describedon the resource padeonical Lodges, three resource arezg@MZ101, 32MZ955,
and32MZ116) are known to have been used to procure eagles by historic Native American groups,
likely the Mandan and Hidatsa. A consultant that visited conical lodge isitdge Theodore
Roosevelt National Padtated that
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fié [T] he conical lodge locations were based on visions or feelings. Eagle trapping
here would usually have been in the fall when the eagles migrated. These lodges
were probably winter lodges and usetkathe eagles molted in November. This is

a very good place and probably was along a regular raute

The conical lodge and trapping pits are the most enduring remnant of the eagle trapping ceremonies.
These sites have a particularly significant valuel&nB people because of their ceremonial and
spiritual association.

LOCATIONWITHIN THEPARK Eagle trapping resource sites are known in the north unit of the park.

TEMPORAL OFGROUPAFFILIATION Hidatsa and Mandan
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PLANT COLLECTING

GENERALDESCRIPTION Plants are
collectively one of the most
significant resources at Theodor.
Roosevelt National Park as the

presence is vital in understandin®
the cultural landscape of the par
Ecozones present in the Little
Missouri Badlands presenf
bounties of resourceknown to
have been used by ancestrd
Historic Native American, and
Euroamerican groups. Th¢ e
physiographic composition of thqiss ) ‘

region includes river bottoms ‘
hardwood draws uplan( Sagebrush,Theodore Roosevelt NationaPark Site Visit 2004

grasslands, rolling grasslands,

terraces, upland breaks, river breaks stopes, and hilly scoria (Beckes and Keyser 19832

These nine ecozones provide critical habitat for a variety of edible and medicinal plants. Plants
gathered for consumption are known to grow in the riparian environments of the Little Missouri
River Valley. Responding to a climatic episode of warming during the Holocene, an increasing
abundance of wild plant foods in the environs of the river valley likely brought the earliest Archaic
people to the park.

All tribal members interviewed during an earliethnographic assessmaexitthe Little Missouri

Riverr et ai ned et hnobotanical knowl edge that exrg
region and ZedeFH) and colleagues (20D@lescribe in great detail the known uses of numerous
plants in everyday and ceremonial contexts. Traditional knowledge concerning wild plant
locations, identification, collection, and subsequent use are associated with many aspects of
contemporary group behavior and reliance on wild plants dominated subsistence stfategies
centuries prior. Plants were gathered to eat, cure illness, convene with spirits, construct shelter and
containers such as tipis and baskets, and in some cases, the occurrence of plant stands also aide
huntersFor example, the presence of a plargimindicate certain game animals preferred specific
locations as was observed by membersoftev. The Crow noted salt p
Jump Site (32BI549) explaining this meant the site was a good place for buffalo (ZedeFH) et a.
2006:242). Rints used medicinally were notgakecificallyin the north unit of the park by members

of theThree Affiliated Tribes and the Crow along with plants gathered for everyday use. Lichen
moss, observeid the south unit ahe Buffalo Jump Site was said to e sor¢hroat when boiled

while other useful plants described at the site inc(Z@derH) et a. 2006:240,244)
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f{R]osehips[which] are collected and pulverized to make rosehip pemmican.
Bergamois used to make a crown that people would place on the heads of returning
heroes or warriors, who would then gooughthe camp singing vioty songs. The
consultants said that there are Crow songs about bergamot. The glossy leaves of
bearberryor kinnickinnickk andearrootare mixed intdobacco This mix is called
Acrazy Greepingqunipeis used as incense also in different cerei@®n
including the adoption into the Sacred Tobacco Society, wieitew and
cottonwoodare also used to make an alt&reasewoodnakes good pipe tampers.
Wood of thanountain birchwas once used to make awshafts and sweat lodge
poles.

STE NUMBERS Plant collecting areas have not been documented by systematic archaeological

investigation but the nature of such sites might not leave physical remnants over the landscape.
Nevertheless, the ethnographic account of plant gathering places indicatesotlnisasite type is

a very significant one. For a complete list of plants with documented traditional uses at Theodore

Roosevelt National Park see the plant resource pages of this assessment.

REPRESENTATIVERESOURCEDESCRIPTION No systematically recordelbcations associated with
plant collecting are known in the patkowever, ethnographic site visits conducted in 2004 and
2015suggest many plants in the park would have been collected for a variety of purposes.

TEMPORAL OFGROUPAFFILIATION Native Amercan and Euroamerican

126



VISIONING ANCFASTINGPLACES

GENERAL DESCRIPTION Visioning
and fasting places remaif
significantly tied to the -cultural
landscape of Theodore Rooseve
National Park. Tribal members
interviewed in a  previous
assessment (Zededp et al. 2006)
discuss the locations, associatio
and processes of visioning an
fasting activities that were practice
i n vari ous port
geography Consultants from the
Three Affiliated Tribes suggested

many buttes along the river artd i e
VICInIty house various animals an Cliffs along the Little Missouri River, Theodore Roosevelt Natlonal Par

beings and people would trave,
there to seek vision@ederp et al. 2006:237)

fiThere are stories and songs about the badlands. There are certain spirits that they
say are in each place [in the badlands]. Individuatsuld go there to get help from

the particular spirit that could hel p;
There were places for rites of passage; the Hidatsa would stake [young] people out,

or tie them to a tr ee thenauntd thgy hael a viston,t h e m.

then come back for them. It would be sacred ground after that. Women had their
ceremonies; they had other places. Their fasting places were usually way out where
nobody would go, where nobody would walk; like this place. Weeg very isolated

but not necessarily on high spdts

Vision questing and fasting were ways to acquire types of power and knowledge and are connected

to many sacred realms of Native American life. Members of Ttheee Affiliated Tribes
acknowledged theomnection between visioning and sacred beings stating

fi[T]here was once a group of people that began seeking visions very early in their
lives and acquired so much power that they became too holy to stay on the earth
and thus they went to the heavensnetieey became stars. These were the people
who left their medicines behind for humans to use them

A Crow consultant describes the process of visioning and fa@:'my{b et al. 2006:243)
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fiPeople made a vow, they call, that a certain day they woufdsioThey would

stay there for three days, and come back on the fourth day. Sometimes the spirits

told them that they had to come back to fast again, other times, one man was sent

back home by the spirits. While you are fasting you only collect pla@atisything

when and if you are told by the spirits. Then you go baréfoaistly in the summer,

then sometimes in the winter. Somete s you had toduse red pai

Visioning is also integral ivarious specific rights such as ttatooing processasit is required
before one can be tattooed (Zeder’H) et al. 2006:90)

STE NUMBERS Due to the ephemeral physical nature of these significant ceremonial resource sites
as well as their placement in generally inaccessible areas, no ceremonial resourcesehave b
systematically recorded in the paowever, the literature systematically identifies buttes and
elevated spaces such as those along the north and south units as having a mythical as well as «
ceremonial value to people who fasted in them (HollenBadk:155).

REPRESENTATIVRESOURCHDESCRIPTION See above subsection.

LOCATIONWITHIN THEPARK According to a member of tHaurtle Mountain Cree Chippewafit h e

north and south units [of the park] contain many mystical places that would have been used in th
old days to acquire power and knowledgeo (ZedeFH) et al. 2006:252). A consultant from the
Standing Rock Siouxtribe suggested the north unit of the park, namely the Petrified Forest trail,
served many wuses including placswoolcthhavg beersusedimg a
the summer and winter, by men and wom&lmmen also had dreams, they had to carry out that
dreamiThey di dnot have tlhbeylowe mt somtn(lbdenﬂ)daetaalt as thel
2006:249) The Arikara also mentionedhe significance of the Badlands as vision questing areas
particularly for ealg trapping and warfare (2015).

TEMPORAL OFGROUPAFFILIATION Native American
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Table 3 Native American Archaeological Resources

Native American Site Type Temporal Affiliation NRHP Eligibility

Resource Site

32MZ1000 base camp Unclassified Unknown-
potentially eligible

32MZ954 base camp Unclassified Unknown-
potentially
ineligible

32MZ957 base camp Unclassified Unknown-
potentially
ineligible

32BI549 bison hunting Plains Village Tradition Unknown-
potentially eligible

32MZ101 conical lodge Unclassified Unknown-
potentially eligible

32MZ116 conical lodge Unclassified Unknown-
potentially eligible

32MZ955 conical lodge Unclassified Unknown-
potentially
ineligib le

32BI518 eagle trapping Woodland/Besant Recommended
Eligible

32BI520 field camp Historic Native American Recommended
Eligible

32BI522 field camp Plains Village Tradition and Historic Unknown

Native American

32BI557 field camp Unclassified Unknown-
potentially
ineligible

32BI562 field camp Unclassified Unknown-
potentially eligible

32BI567 field camp Unclassified Unknown-
potentially eligible

32BI568 field camp Unclassified Unknown-

potentially eligible
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32BI573

32BI575

32BI579

32BI614

32BI615

32Bl626

32BI1629

32B1648/32B1122

32BI1649

32BI670

32BI672

32BI695

32BI703

32BI706

32BI725

32BI728

32BI729

32BI730

32BI731

32BI732

field camp

field camp
field camp
field camp
field camp
field camp
field camp
field camp
field camp
field camp
field camp
field camp
field camp
field camp
field camp
field camp
field camp
field camp

field camp

field camp

Unclassified

Unclassified

Woodland/Besant

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unknown-
potential ly
ineligible

Unknown-

potentially eligible

Recommended

Eligible

Not Eligible
Not Eligible
Not Eligible
Not Eligible
Unknown
Unknown

Unknown-

potentially eligible

Unknown-

potentially eligible

Unknown-

potentially eligible

Unknown-

potentially eligible

Unknown-

potentially eligible

Unknown-

potentiall y eligible

Unknown-

potentially eligible

Unknown-

potentially eligible

Unknown-

potentially eligible

Unknown-

potentially eligib le

Unknown-

potentially eligible
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32BI733

32BI734

32BI736

32MZ1001

32MZ767

32MZ868

32MZ912

32MZ915

32MZ935

32MZ943

32MZ946

32MZ948

32MZ984

32MZ986

field camp

field camp

field camp

field camp

field camp

field camp

field camp

field camp

field camp

field camp

field camp

field camp

field camp

field camp

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unknown-
potentially
Unknown-
potentially
Unknown-
potentially
Unknown-
potentially
Unknown-
potentially
Unknown-
potentially
Unknown-
potentially
ineligible

Unknown-
potentially
ineligible

Unknown-
potentially
ineligible

Unknown-
potentially
ineligible

Unknown-
potentially
ineligible

Unknown-
potentially
ineligible

Unknown-
potentially
ineligible

Unknown-
potentially

ineligible

eligible

eligible

eligible

eligible

eligible

eligible
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32MZ987

32MZ988

32MZ989

32MZ990

32MZ991

32MZ995

32MZ996
32BI1548

32MZ993

32MZ1002

32MZ994

32BI723

32BI726

field camp

field camp

field camp

field camp

field camp

field camp

field camp
field camp and

trash dump

field
camp/rock
cairn

field campl/tipi
ring(s)

field campl/tipi
ring(s)

quarry and
reduction
locale
quarry and
reduction

locale

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Plains Village Tradition

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unknown-
potentially
ineligible
Unknown-
potentially
ineligible
Unknown-
potentially
ineligible
Unknown-
potentially
ineligible
Unknown-
potentially
ineligible
Unknown-
potentially
ineligible
Uknown
Unknown,
potentially
ineligible
Unknown-
potentially
ineligible
Unknown-
potentially eligible
Unknown-
potentially
ineligible
Unknown-

potentially eligible

Unknown-

potentially eligible
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32BI735

32BI516

32BI517

32BI519

32BI521

32BI523

32B1524

32BI525

32BI526

32BI527

32BI1528

32BI530

32BI531

32BI532

32BI533

32BI534

32BI535

32BI537

quarry and
reduction
locale
unknown
unknown

unknown

unknown

unknown

unknown

unknown

unknown

unknown

unknown

unknown

unknown

unknown

unknown

unknown

unknown

unknown

Unclassified

Woodland/Besant

Woodland/Besant

Plains Village Tradition

Historic Native American

Unclassified

Archaic

Archaic

Archaic

Archaic

Archaic

Archaic

Archaic

Archaic

Archaic

Archaic

Archaic

Archaic-Woodland/Besant-

Unclassified Late Prehistoric

Unknown-

potentially eligible

Recommended
Eligible
Recommended
Eligible
Recommended
Eligible

Unknown

Unknown-
potentially eligible
Recommended
Eligible
Recommended
Eligible
Recommended
Eligible
Recommended
Eligible

Unknown

Not eligible

Not eligible
Unknown-
potentially eligible
Unknown-
potentially eligible
Unknown-
potentially eligible
Unknown-
potentially
ineligible
Recommended
Eligible
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32B1543 unknown Archaic-Woodland/Besant- Recommended
Unclassified Late Eligible

Prehistoric/Settlement Period

32BI1544 unknown Historic Native American Unknown
32BI545 unknown Plains Village Tradition Recommended
Eligible
32BI546 unknown Plains Village Tradition Recommended
Eligible
32BI547 unknown Plains Village Tradition Recommended
Eligible
32BI550 unknown Unclassified Recommended
Eligible
32BI551 unknown Unclassified Not Eligible
32BI553 unknown Unclassified Unknown
32BI554 unknown Unclassified Unknown
32BI558 unknown Unclassified Unknown-
potentially
ineligible
32BI560 unknown Unclassified Unknown-

potentially eligible
32BI561 unknown Unclassified Unknown-
potentially eligible
32BI1563 unknown Unclassified Unknown-
potentially eligible
32B1564 unknown Unclassified Unknown-
potentially eligible
32BI565 unknown Unclassified Unknown-
potentially eligible
32BI566 unknown Unclassified Unknown-
potentially eligible
32BI569 unknown Unclassified Unknown-
potentially eligible
32BI570 unknown Unclassified Unknown-
potentially eligible
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32BI571

32BI5S77

32BI578

32BI580

32BI1582

32BI585

32BI586

32BI587

32BI588

32BI589

32BI590

32BI591

32BI1592
32BI593

32BI595

32BI596
32BI597
32BI600
32Bl601
32BI605

unknown

unknown

unknown

unknown

unknown

unknown

unknown

unknown

unknown

unknown

unknown

unknown

unknown

unknown

unknown

unknown
unknown
unknown
unknown

unknown

Unclassified

Unclassified Late Prehistoric

Unclassified Late Prehistoric

Woodland/Besant

Woodland/Besant

Woodland/Besant

Woodland/Besant

Woodland/Besant

Woodland/Besant

Historic Native American

Historic Native American

Historic Native American

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified
Unclassified
Unclassified
Unclassified

Unclassified

Unknown-
potentially
ineligible
Recommended
Eligible

Unknown-
potentially eligible
Unknown-
potentially eligible
Unknown-
potentially eligible
Unknown-
potentially
ineligible
Recommended
Eligible

Unknown-
potentially eligible
Unknown-
potentially eligible
Unknown-
potentially eligible
Unknown-
potentially eligible
Unknown-
potentially eligible
Not Eligible
Unknown-
potentially eligible
Unknown-
potentially eligible
Not eligible

Not eligible

Not eligible

Not eligible

Not eligible
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32BI1608
32BI1609
32Bl610
32BI611
32Bl612
32BI1613
32Bl616
32BI1617
32BI6l8
32BI1619
32BI1620
32BI1627
32BI1628
32BI63

32B630
32BI633
32Bl634
32BI635
32Bl636
32BI637
32BI1638
32BI639
32Bl64

32B1640
32B1641
32Bl642
32B1643
32Bl644

32Bl645

32BI1646
32Bl647
32BI650

unknown
unknown
unknown
unknown
unknown
unknown
unknown
unknown
unknown
unknown
unknown
unknown
unknown
unknown
unknown
unknown
unknown
unknown
unknown
unknown
unknown
unknown
unknown
unknown
unknown
unknown
unknown

unknown

unknown

unknown
unknown

unknown

Unclassified
Unclassified
Unclassified
Unclassified
Unclassified
Unclassified
Unclassified
Unclassified
Unclassified
Unclassified
Unclassified
Unclassified
Unclassified
Unclassified
Unclassified
Unclassified
Unclassified
Unclassified
Unclassified
Unclassified
Unclassified
Unclassified
Unclassified
Unclassified
Unclassified
Unclassified
Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified
Unclassified

Unclassified

Not eligible
Not Eligible
Not eligible
Not Eligible
Not Eligible
Not Eligible
Not Eligible
Not Eligible
Not Eligible
Not Eligible
Not Eligible
Not Eligible
Not Eligible
Not Eligible
Not Eligible
Not Eligible
Not Eligible
Not Eligible
Not Eligible
Not Eligible
Not Eligible
Not Eligible
Not Eligible
Not Eligible
Not Eligible
Not Eligible
Unknown
Unknown-
potentially
ineligible
Unknown-
potentially
ineligible
Unknown
Unknown

Unknown
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32BI651
32BI1652
32BI653
32BI654

32BI655

32Bl656

32BI657

32B1658

32BI659

32B1660

32Bl661

32BI1662

32BI663

32BI664

32Bl665

32Bl666

32Bl667

unknown
unknown
unknown

unknown

unknown

unknown

unknown

unknown

unknown

unknown

unknown

unknown

unknown

unknown

unknown

unknown

unknown

Unclassified
Unclassified
Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unknown

Unknown

Unknown

Unknown,
potentially
ineligible

Unknown,
potentially
ineligible

Unknown,
potentially
ineligible

Unknown,
potentially
ineligible

Unknown,
potentially
ineligible

Unknown-
potentially
Unknown-
potentially
Unknown-
potentially
Unknown-
potentially
Unknown-
potentially
Unknown-
potentially
Unknown-
potentially
Unknown-
potentially
Unknown-

potentially

eligible

eligible

eligible

eligible

eligible

eligible

eligible

eligible

eligible

137



32BI668

32Bl669

32BI67

32BI673

32BI674

32BI675

32BI676

32BI678

32BI679

32B1683

32B1684

32Bl685

32BI1686

32BI1687

32BI1688

32B1689

32BI1690

32Bl691

unknown

unknown

unknown

unknown

unknown

unknown

unknown

unknown

unknown

unknown

unknown

unknown

unknown

unknown

unknown

unknown

unknown

unknown

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unknown-
potentially eli gible
Unknown-
potentially eligible
Unknown-
potentially eligible
Unknown-
potentially eligible
Unknown-
potentially eligible
Unknown-
potentially eligible
Unknown-
potentially eligible
Unknown-
potentially eligible
Unknown-
potentially eligible
Unknown-
potentially eligible
Unknown-
potentially eligible
Unknown-
potentially eligible
Unknown-
potentially eligible
Unknown-
potentially eligi ble
Unknown-
potentially eligible
Unknown-
potentially eligible
Unknown-
potentially eligible
Unknown-

potentially eligible
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32BI1692

32B1693

32B1694

32Bl696

32BI1699

32BI700

32BI701

32BI702

32BI704

32BI705

32BI707

32BI708

32BI709

32BI710

32MZ865

32MZ866

32MZ867

32MZ869

unknown

unknown

unknown

unknown

unknown

unknown

unknown

unknown

unknown

unknown

unknown

unknown

unknown

unknown

unknown

unknown

unknown

unknown

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unclassified

Unknown-
potentially eligible
Unknown-
potentially eligible
Unknown-
potentially eligible
Unknown-
potentially eligible
Unknown-
potentially eligible
Unknown-
potentially eligible
Unknown-
potentially eligible
Unknown-
potentially eligible
Unknown-
potentially eligib le
Unknown-
potentially eligible
Unknown-
potentially eligible
Unknown-
potentially eligible
Unknown-
potentially eligible
Unknown-
potentially eligible
Unknown-
potentially eligible
Unknown-
potentially eligible
Unknown-
potentially eligible
Unknown-

potentially eligible
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32MZ872 unknown Unclassified Unknown-

potentially eligible

32MZ903 unknown Unclassified Unknown-
potentially

ineligi ble

32MZ905 unknown Unclassified Unknown-
potentially
ineligible

32MZz913 unknown Unclassified Unknown-
potentially
ineligible

32MZ917 unknown Unclassified Unknown-

potentially

ineligible

32MZ944 unknown Unclassified Unknown-

potentially

ineligible
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32MZ947 unknown Unclassified Unknown-
potentially

ineligible
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THRO Historical Euroamerican
Resource Types (Kuehn 1990)

X
>

M BRIDGE

B CAMP

B DEPRESSION

B DUGOUT

B GRAFFIANDROCKART

B HOMESTEAD

B QUARRY

B SCATTER

H SPRING

B STRUCTURE

B WELL

B TRASHDUMP

Figure 6 Historic Archaeological Sites in THRO
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HOMESTEADS ANBARMS

GENERAL DescripTiON  Both
ranching and homesteading on t
Badlands are intrinsically linked
Ranchers established the earlie
nortNative presence in the are.

sheerpersistence, a small numbei
of  Euroamericans  continuec
residing in Medora through the
1890s and first decade of th
twentieth century. Around the turf
of the twentieth century, a wave
homesteaders began arriving in

Billings and McKenzie Counties (Bifigs County His  Landscape of the Elkhorn Ranch, Site Visit 2015any

of these newcomers were European immigrants through
various federal acts (Carstensen 1963). Emigrants to Billings County at this time hailed from a
variety of diferent countries including the Ukraine, Norway, and former Austtiagary (Billings

County Historical Society 2003)he homesteading boom in the Badlands area took place from
1900 to 1910, but most had given up on the project by 1920. From 1920 onwaral] aumber

of families continued farming in the area with the number continuing to dwindle throughout the
century (Forestall 1995).

The story of early twentieth century homesteaders in the Badlands is similar: there are many tales
of hardship and few sgess stories. Days were characterized by hard, manual labor; however, hard
work was no stranger to many of these folk, especially the European immigrants. Early twentieth
century farmers recall their immigrant parents retained many of the farming psabgewere
accustomed to in Europe (Billings County Historical Society 28@3: Most of these farms were
without electricity, so much of the work was done by the resident family members. With so much
work to be done, families were large.

Like other homsteaders, those who chose farming on the Badlands did their best to establish self
sufficient farmsConsultaniNorma Meyers (2015) recalls how, during the Great Depression, her
family farm provided much of the food required to sustain the family. The dauvs also provided

milk and dairy products that were sold locally, providing much needed income. Nevertheless, like
other farming families, Meyersd father worke
other farming families. In fact, few honteads were economically viable. More often than not,
farming families also took work off the farm in order to supplement the household income. The
Northern Pacific Railroad and the coal mine near Medora provided employment for many of the
local farming fandies (Billings County Historical Society 2003; Carlson 1976).
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Unlike Badlands ranches, homesteads in this area were usually modest. Early homesteaders
constructed simple sod dugouts or wdame buildings, some of which had multiple rooms. Most
homesteaers were unable to establish financially viable farms after receiving their patients and
sold out to interested farmers like Page Meyers (Norma Meyers, 2015). From the 1920s through
the Depression, a large number of farms were sold to those who were aid&éd a living from
agriculture in the Badlands.

Badlands homesteads are usually characterized by a small number of features, depressions, relici
foundations, and material culture scatters. The majority of the historical archaeological sites
categorized & homesteads have been joint classified as ranches because most twentieth century
farmers also ran small cattle herds. Additionally, both ranches and homesteads had similar
infrastructure with fewer buildings and structures erected on homesteads.

STE NUMEERS Thirteen sites may have been part of either a ranch or homestead: 32BI574,
32BI1607, 32Bl621, 32Bl624, 32BIl625, 32BI1680, 32BI697, 32BI698, 32BI698, 32MZ911,
32MZ972, 32MZ974, and 32MZ975 (Kuehn 1990:16%).

REPRESENTATIVERESOURCEDESCRIPTION The VA. Well homestead, 32BI621, is typical of
homestead sites iTHRO. This site has been characterized by an assortment of historical artifacts

in association with a fieldstone foundation and a cellar depression. The homestead was deeded to
James Mullaney in917 and sold to V.A. Baker in 1919 (Kuehn 1990:168).

LocAaTIONWITHIN THE PARK Homestead remains have been identified in both the north and south
units.

TEMPORAL ANOGROUPAFFILIATION Euroamerican

ADDITIONALREFERENCESKuUehn 1990
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RANCHES

GENERAL DEescRIPTION Following the
arrival of the United States Army near the
preseriday location ofMedora in 1879,
cattlemen were the first neddative
Americars to permanently reside in what is
now THRO. The earliest ranching interests
were cattlemen traveling rnrout of the
southern plains, particularly Texas, in
search of grazing land that was still within
the public domain (Mattison 1950; Welsh
1955). A wealth of unclaimed land existed
Location Unknown (State Historical Society of Nath Dakota n We.Stem North Dakota at the time that
sh1082501019) remained untrammeled by cattle ter

From 1880 to 1886, Texas cattle surged into
the area (Mattison 1950; Welsh 1955).

Stone Ranch House in Theodore Roosevelt National Park, 19

Prime grazing land with access to water was seized immediately while less viable terrain, like the
Badlands, were ancillary grazing areas. The Badlands and adjacetargiaissere unfenced at

that time and the whole region was treated asacomimans fopen rangeo where
to arrive helped themselves to the regionods
West, the grasslands of western NoRhkota were rapidly depleted by massive herds that
overgrazed the arid landscape. The grazers that surged into the region did not know the actual
carrying capacity of the range nor did they know exactly how many cattle were using this fragile
resource bas@Cassity 2007:100L01; Collins 2002). As articulated by Garrett Hardin (1968), this
Atragedy of the commonsodo juxtaposed the wunli
very real limits of the environment. Ranges were flooded with cattle ai@86, a severe winter
caused massive a diw#f on the northern Plains (Mattison 1950). Fortunes were lost by many
Badlands cattlemen and their investors, including Theodore Roosevelt, and the grasslands of the
northern Plains were irreversibly damaged.

Following the collapse of the cattle industry in the 1880s, cattle ranching has persisted on the
Badlands but at a more sustainable rate. Nevertheless, most of what is now the Theodore Roosevel
National Park remained a commons that was leased by agratisiisicentered in Medora. During

the 1930s, | ocal farmers who also ran catt
associations and established a democratic forum where grazing allotments within the public domain
could be distributed (Carlson 18)7 These associations worked with government agencies to run

an appropriate number of cattle that could be grazed without degrading the grassland (Carlson
1976).
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Longtime resident Norma Maynard (personal communication, 2015) recalls that every farming
family in the Medora area grazed a few cattle. Her family grazed land that is now within the
boundary of the park. The creation of the park removed some grazing land that, although classified
as submarginal, had long been used by local families to provodeaiod income. The removal of

this land from the local economy was not popular with a number of families that depended on
Badlands grazing allotments. Other nearby ranchers continue to raise cattle, but the size of their
herds are a tiny fraction of whaas formerly been grazed on the Badlands (John Heiser, personal
communication, 2015).

During the midtwentieth century, some ranches embraced tourism and became oriented toward
providing horses for Badlands tours. This type of tourism has antiquifyHRO. Theodore
Rooseveltds first visit in 1879 may have bee
to this part of the Badlands simply to explore on horseb&ukright 1985;Nelson 1957).
Horseback Badlands tours continued into the twentietucg increasing after the automobile

made the region more accessible; but, after the creation of the park, horseback tours became one o
the main attractions (Petty 1968). These ranches may have continued to run a small cattle herd, but
erected facilitied corrals, stables, and hay badnthat facilitated trail horses (Lyle Glass, personal
communication, 2015).

TheBadlandsCattle Ranch Complex

A cattle ranch is composed of a number of buildings and structures designed to support the herd
and group of cowbgs that maintain it. In the American West, a cattle ranch includes a complex of
buildings and structures that are situated on the landscape in the vicinity of grazing land. Ranch
houses, barns, corrals, and other ancillary structures like chicken cotdpsywimelimills, and sheds

are all part of a ranch complex. Roads, garages, and workshops became commonplace on ranche:
after the widespread adoption of the automobilEwbnamericariarms in the 1920s and 1930s.

Ranch families lived in a variety of differehouse types of differing quality and characteristics. In

his description of ranch house architectural styles during the late nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries, Collins (2002) notes that the main house oftentimes reflected the regional arghitectur
styles which sometimes were influenced by cultural and ethnic norms. The Peaceful Valley Ranch
had a twestory, balloon frame dwelling that housed the resident family. This building had multiple
additions during the years while it functioned as a rdmoelse. Norma Meys(2015) recalled that,

while her home had multiple rooms and housed her entire family, others in the Medora area lived
in simple shacks during the 1930s. Her family also erected a separate building for the small number
of ranch hands whwere usually young males, some of whom had families of their own. Larger
ranches, like the Peaceful Valley Ranch, typically maintained a separate dwelling for ranch
employees.

Barns and cattle sheds were among the structures dedicated to animal huSdandiikhorn
Ranch had a small stable for the horses and a small barn, called a cattle shed, where milk cows
could be sheltered while they were being milked (Mattison 1960a). The Peaceful Valley Ranch
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featured a large stable and barn that was made frogh-feawn logs. Later, this barn was converted

into housing for CCC workers. Norma Meg¢R015) recalled how her family had a larger barn
because her family primarily raised dairy cows. The barn also housed a large quantity of hay, much
of which was freelyharvested from public grasslands near Medora. Badlands ranches, like the
El khorn and the Meyerés home, also frequent/

Ranch complexes also had a constellation of other outbuildings that served specific fufibgons
Elkhorn and Peaceful Valley Ranches both had a blacksmith shop (Mattison 1960a), whereas those
facilities were unnecessary on later ranches. Early ranches like the Elkhorn and Peaceful Valley
also supported a well while twentieth century ranchesphawps, either maual or powered by
electricity.

After the 1880s, Badlands ranches had a range of corrals, fences, and other structures that were
used to aggregate cattle for branding, shelter, and to transfer animals to vehicles where they could
be loadedor transport to market. Finally, twentieth century ranches were connected to the local
road network via privately maintained roads.

STE NUMBERS A total of seven archaeological resources within the park have been recorded as part
of ranching complexes: 2BI483, 32BI556, 32BI572, 32BI583, 32MZ997, and 32MZ1003.
Additionally, thirteen sites may have been part of either a ranch or homestead: 32B1574, 32B1607,
32BI1621, 32Bl624, 32BI625, 32BI680, 32BI697, 32BI698, 32BI698, 32MZ911, 32MZ972,
32MZ974, and 32MZ9% (Kuehn 1990:164.67). Many sitegontainfoundations and depressions

that are likely related to the buildings and structures on a ranch or homestead.

REPRESENTATIVRESOURCHDESCRIPTION The Elkhorn and Peaceful Valley Ranches (see below)

LOCATIONWITHIN THE PARK Archaeological remains classified as part of ranching complexes are
known in both the north and south park units.

TEMPORAL ANOGROUPAFFILIATION Euroamerican

POSSIBLEASSOCIATEDFEATURES ANDSTES In addition to the structural remains of ramgch
complexes, historical graffiti panels are among archaeological features related to ranching and
farming activities inTHRO. Three sited 32B1584, 32Bl1623, and 32BI6d7are sandstone
boulders or panels that featured inscriptions created by historicatlpesgidents of the park. The
largest of these is 32B1677, which is a f@anel area of carvings created from 1909 to 1914. A
number of initials and geometric insignias have been carved into the sandstone by Euroamericans
who lived in the area at this tenThe panel contains the namesl/initials of several notable ranching
families including Mike Auney and J.M. Aunie who operated ranches nearby (Kuehn 1990:166
167, 171).

ADDITIONALREFERENCESKuUehn 1990
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THE ELKHORNRANCH

GENERAL DESCRIPTION Roosevelt
described the Elkhorn Ranch irg
detail in a passage of his boo
Ranch Live and Hunting Trail

mcluded act|V|ty areas on bot
sides of the Little Missouri and wa
about 10 miles from the neare
ranch. The ranch buildings were i
an open meadow flanked by thi
timber stands. Thick cottonwood§
and undergrowth formed a wa
around the meadow. A line “"
mature cottonwoods shaded tt
ranch house from the hottes
summer sun and winter wind.
Bluffs with abrupt cliffs walled the rivebottom and separated the meadow where the ranch
buildings were located from the bottom. Access to the nearby plateaus could be had via steep grassy
slopes or dry coulees.

Sandstone foundatlon slabs at the site of Theodore Roosevelts EIkh
Ranch, 201¢

A number of different buildings comprised the main ranch area. The ranch housengtasoted

of roughhewn logs. A stable, sheds, and other outbuildings were located nearby as was a holding
pen where cattle were corralled during the winter. A fenced garden was located at the edge of
nearby woods while, in the center of the meadow, g lsigtular horse corral with a snubbing post

in the center was where the ranch horses were kept. Alnaumiles away from the main ranch

was a large cattle corral that was built to make herding the animals easier (Roosevelt 1899:26).

William Sewall recdkd that the ranch house was partially constructed from large cottonwoods that
were logged on the property and imported lumber. The cottonwood timber was hewn beginning in
early October 1884 and most of t he madB5er i al
Approximately 16,000 board feet of pine boards were also procured from the village of Little
Missouri, about 40 miles away. These were used on the floor and interior rafters. The roof was clad
in pine shingles. Sewall designed the house and estimhatas about 60 feet long, 30 feet high,

and 7 feet high with a flat shingled roof and a veranda. Based on sketches made in 1890, the house
had either 8 or 10 rooms and the floor plan may have been altered between 1885 and 1890. Other
accounts state thahe ranch house had a cellar or basement that was used by Roosevelt for
photograph development (Mattison 1960&&?).

Both Sewell and Roosevelt recall sitting on the low veranda of the ranch house during the pleasant
summer evenings with his fellow rancloskers and their families. It was the center of after work
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activity where the ranchers could unwind and relax. Sewall recalls Roosevelt reading poetry in a
rocking chair on the veranda while Roosevelt himself simply recalls gazing out at the relaxing
sceney. In the morning, the ranch hands met on the veranda before they ate breakfast and head out
for the day. Winters were spent beside the fireplace where a set of elk antlers decorated the mantle.
Rifles were stacked neatly in the corner (Mattison 1960&382).

Some of the other buildings were also noted in historical documents. The horse stable was located
near the ranch house. Tax records indicate Roosevelt paid taxes on about 20 to 30 horses from 188¢
to 1889. The stable was about 16 by 20 feet wisfhoping roof that was covered with dirt for
insulation (Mattison 1960a:683). A cattle shed was built where two to three milk cows could be
tied up and milked. These animals provided plenty of milk for butter. This was also an area where
cattle could betsred during the winter (Mattison 1960a:63). A chicken coop was built in order to
supply the ranch with eggs and meat whenever luck ran out on hunting. This structure was not very
secure as Roosevelt noted that predators frequently destroyed many oickeatiMattison
1960a:6263). Although it was not noted in historical documents, archaeological work revealed the
ranch also had a blacksmith shop where Dow probably served as blacksmith (Mattison 1960a:64).
Finally, facilities for a haying operation weneted on the ranch. Harvesting hay from the nearby
grasslands was a common activity at the ranch and Sewall noted collecting over 8 tons of hay in
the summer of 1886 to get the cattle through the winter (Mattison 1960a:64). Roosevelt also
mentions that th ranchers cut their own firewood and quarried coal on the ranch (Mattison
1960a:65).

Today, the ranch is an archaeological ruin. Several of the markers left behind by archaeological
work conducted in the 1930s and 1940s, and the sealed well shaft andsdisn Several
depressions and berms are also visible, including what must have been the basement for the main
lodge; however, no architectural elements remain.

LocATIONWITHIN THEPARK The Elkhorn Ranch ruin is in its own unit of the Theodore Rookevel
National Park, approximately halfway between the North and South Units.

TEMPORAL OFGROUPAFFILIATION Euroamerican: Theodore Roosevelt

ADDITIONALREFERENCESKuUehn 1990
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GENERAL  DescripTioN  The
Peaceful Valley Ranch has antp
history and has played an importa
role in the development of the parl
The first known occupation of thig
location by norNative people
began in the early 1880s in the for
of a modest cabin built by Eldridgds “,
Paddock. This location remaine
an activecattle ranch operated by
number of different families until
1930s when it came unde
government administration. The
ranch complex became a

administrative center fomMHRO during the 1940s before the new park headquarters were
constructed in Medora in 195Penny and Larson 1993). Although several buildings have been
destroyed or sold as surplus, the Peaceful Valley Ranch remains an excellent example of a Badlands
ranch of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.

THE PEACEFULVALLEY RANCH

N

Peaceful Valley Ranch(2014’

In the summer of 1883, Eldridge @5erry) Paddock completed a log cabin on the property that is
now the Peaceful Valley Ranch. Paddock was an everyman around the Medora area who made his
living by hunting animals to provide meat to Northern Pacific Railroad crews. He supplemented
this income through several businesses in what would become Medora, including joining the
partnership that formed the Pyramid Park Hotel, and serving as a hunting guide. He became an
employee of the Marquis de Mores during the cattle boom of the 1880s (Ma@sdnPenny and

Larson 1993).

Paddock did not live in his cabin for very long. In December, 1883, he sold the place to Norman
Lebo who was another big game hunter and who,
trip to the Bighorn Mountains. Leland his family stayed in the cabin for little more than one year
before they too sold the property (Penny and Larson 1993). In 1885, Benjamin Lamb bought the
property as part of an attempt at cattle ranching on the Badlands. Lamb was a smallholder but was
very active in local stockraising associations during a time when they were dominated by large
cattlemen. He is also responsible for building the original frame ranch house on the site. Lamb also
constructed the original barn and blacksmith shop on theepso(Mattison 1950; Penny and
Larson 1993). The first ranch house was a simplesiwoy, woodframe building, but it is unique
because it was built at a time when most Badland ranch buildings werelrewghog structures.

Badlands ranching changed airatically after the di®ff of 1886 1887 and the closure of the range
in the early nineteenth century. Ranching at the-tdithe-twentieth century was dependent upon
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leased public domain land that was used to supplement privately owned pasture. Theasesul
smaller herds and smaller outfits. Ranches in the Medora area were particulapggsitedhed to

take advantage of tourism which came to become a central element in the local economy. The
nearby rail station provided a way for tourists who wereifdmi a r with Theodor
experiences on the Badlands to come out and have their own experiences (Penny and Larson 1993)

During the early twentieth century, the Peaceful Valley Ranch reoriented itself towards catering to
the growing dude ranch phenenon. The property was sold to Harry W. Olsen in 1915 and a
number of different transactions from 1915 to 1924 led to the ranch falling into the hands of Carl
B. Olsen. The Peaceful Valley transitioned into a dude ranch and took in visitors who were
interested in experiencing the cowboy life on the range. Ranch visitors were particularly taken by
the rustic architecture and scenic beauty of the property. Olsen made sure the property resembled
the public conception of what a ranch should look like by miaimigmany of the essential features

such as the corral, barns, guest bunks, and barns. On March 9, 1922, Carl Olsen officially registered
the property as the Peaceful Valley Rah¢he moniker for which the site remains known (Penny

and Larson 1993).

Carl Olsen was one of the most ardent supporters for the creation of the Theodore Roosevelt
National Park. He was a major booster behind the effort to create the park during the 1920s and
1930s, allowing legislators and other noteworthy visitors to stay etines (Carlson 1968; Penny

and Larson 1993). Olsen sold the ranch to the federal government in 1936 and the property was
used as the administrative offices for the Theodore Roosevelt Regional Park. The ranch also housed
CCC, ERA, and WPA workers during th®30s. The Peaceful Valley remained the headquarters

for THRO from its creation until the current headquarters in Medora was finished in 1959 (Carlson
1968; Penny and Larson 1993).

Throughout its history, a number of different buildings have been ereatedhat is now the
Peaceful Valley Ranch complex; however three buildings are considered contributing elements to
the National Register eligibility of this site. Building 1 is the tstory, woodframe ranch house

built by Benjamin Lamb between 1883 and®@8Additions have been made to the house, all of
which are also wood frame, except for an extension added to the northernmost elevation that is of
log construction (Penny and Larson 1993). Building 4 is a log lodge that was constructed in the
1920sforCal Ol sends ranch guests. This building
for ranch visitors. The chimney on the west elevation is made from locally procured scoria boulders.
Building 15 is a log barn that was constructed in 1905. Architedisvie this building may have

been constructed in two sections (Penny and Larsen 1993. During the 1930s, the federal
government also erected a number of other buildings at Peaceful Valley. The last of these structures
were sold as surplus in 1965 (Carls®68).

Potential historical archaeological deposits dating to the 1880s are likely on the Peaceful Valley
Ranch site. While the first log cabin at this site no longer exists, the ranch house built by Lamb is
contemporaneous with the Elkhorn Ranch and ésajfithe best existing examples of ranch housing
from the open range period in North Dakota (Penny and Larsen 1993).
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STE NUMBER Also known as the Lamb Ranch, the site number for the Peaceful Valley Ranch is
32BIl167.

LOCATIONWITHIN THEPARK In the southunit 5 milesnorth ofthe town of Medora.
TEMPORAL OFGROUPAFFILIATION Euroamerican

ADDITIONALREFERENCESPenny and Larson 1993
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TRASHDUMPS

GENERALDESCRIPTIONFOr the majority of human history, refuse has consistently been deposited in
open trash d®osits, pits, or other depressions. This has been the prevailing system of waste
management for most societies, including both Native American and Euroamerican residents of
THRO. Sewage and solid waste treatment in the United States remained rudimeotaty the
twentieth century when urban areas began enacting legislation designed to improve sanitation. In
cities, waste management was left to freelance privy cleaners and scrappers; however, larger
municipalities had waste management services by tlee nimeteenth centurgMelosi 2000;
Sullivan and Griffith 2005:811). Rural property owners commonly disposed of refuse in burn piles

or dumps intheir property, typically depressions or adjacent to roadways (Sullivan and Griffith
2005).

During the midtwertieth century, national sanitation legislations were passed that required rural
areas to deposit their garbage in sanitary landiilt® 1965 Solid Waste Disposal Act wasacted

to assist states and local govements in planning, installing, and operagtirsolidwaste
management programs (Sullivan and Griffith 2005:12). Additlgntie 1970Clean Air Act set
standards on burning solid waste, 1852Clean Water Acprohibited dischargingollutants into
waterways, and the Resource Conservation and Regcdé\ct (RCRA)of 1976recognized solid

waste management as a national issue. The RCRA was the first national regulation mandating
environmentally sound solidastemanagementfficially prohibiting open dumping (Sullivan and
Griffith 2005:13).

The histoical archaeological sites ITHROrelated to ranches and homesteads were created during

a time period whemesidents most likely followed an otdash disposaphilosophy that can be
summed up with the phr ahienoté&ntrey incamtfolled, thgrhfise o u
generated from the CCC camps of the 1930s was also discarded in open dumps. These activities
have resulted in the existence of a number of informal waste dumps that have been recorded as
archaeological sites.

STE NUMBERS A totd of five informal trash dumps have been recordedl HRO: 32BI154,
32BI1581, 32BI594, 32B1724, and 32MZ999 (Kuehn 1990i165).

REPRESENTATIVIRESOURCEDESCRIPTION A variety of different informal waste dumps have been
recorded throughout the park. Thesenghs range from small surface scatters to informal dump
sites. Small artifact scatters include 32BI581 and 32MZ999, which are characterized by
architectural debris in association with material culture (i.e. bottle glass and ceramic fragments).
Site 32BI724is a CCC camp and includes bottle glass and cans near a cement foundation and two
sandstone blocks. Sites 32B1548 and 32BI1594 are small, informal dump located in small draws
(Kuehn 1990:171).

LOCATIONWITHIN THEPARK Historical trash dumps have been itiged in both the north and south
units.
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TEMPORAL OFRGROUPAFFILIATION Euroamerican

ADDITIONALREFERENCESKuUehn 1990
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ROADSAND BRIDGES

GENERALDESCRIPTIONThe construction of roads
and bridges throughout the United States during
the early twentidt century was one of the most
important  factors that facilitated the
establishment of THRO. The creation of
highways for automobile use made this remote
region more accessible. As Americans embraced
the automobile, federal relief programs and
highway fundng helped provide roads to and
within national parks. Collins (1968:405)
explains the social, economic, and legislative
context that made this possible:

Civilian Conservation Corps Road construction 1937 (Sta
Historical Society of North Dakota sh1082501023)

fiThe roads and highways of the nation were improved during this time period,
partially asaresultofte vari ous relief programs. The
that additional recreational facilities, parks and historical sites needed to be set

aside for the expanding population with more leisure time owing to technological
improvements. Chambers of Coarae became increasingly aware that increased

revenue would come to those communities with tourist attraadions.

The synergy between federally funded highway construction, public relief programs, and
enthusiastic local communities coalesced to MERRO a reality during the 1930s. Most of the
roads and bridges throughout the park today were originally built as part of 1930s relief programs.
On March 4, 1933, a flurry of federal relief legislatiwwaslaunched that were designed to assuage
drought conditionsand the widespread unemployment. The Civilian Conservation Corps, Farm
Credit Administration, and Federal Emergency Relief Administration all had a direct role in the
creation ofTHRO (Collins 1968:405406).

The first CCC projects were to build a roadnfrthe Medora CCC camp to Highway 10 and extend

it to a newly constructed picnic ground. The crews were also tasked with the construction of a horse
and foot trail and to clear overgrown vegetation. The CCC crews helped build the road to the
Cottonwood Campground between 1934 and 1935 (Collins 1968:407). Most of the other main roads
in the north and south units were built by CCC, ERA, and WPA crews during the 1930s.

Road building was outsourced to private companies following World War Il as was some road
mantenance. In 1951, a contract for improving the road base and resurfacing portions of the
existing roadway was awarded. Seven miles of road between the east entrance and the park
headquarters at Peaceful Valley was paved at this time (Collins 1968:428)niAcant park
improvement initiative was launched in 1956 that saw the chip sealing with bituminous surface of
the campground road and parking areas. Roadside signs and markers were also built (Collins
1968:433434). A new entrance road was construétech U.S. Highway 85 into the north unit in
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1960 (Collins 1968:436). The construction of Interstate 94 was completed in August, 1966, which
has greatly facilitated transportation to the south unit of the park (Collins 1968:441).

The Old East Entrance wdssigned by Weldon Gratton, during the 1930s. Although it is no longer

in use, this sandstone entrance typifies the style of architecture that was used on the original park
buildings.

STE NUMBERS While none of the roads has been recorded as an archmablsite, two bridges,
32BI1540 and 32BI541, are among the historical resources attributed to the CCC in the park.

REPRESENTATIVERESOURCEDESCRIPTION The two CCCbuilt bridges are examples of the
architectural style used in the park. The also demoestratresourcefulness of CCC engineers and
architects as they are both made from rebgtvn sandstone that was procured from within the
park. Both bridges have a singlec and span some of the smaller drainages WtHIRO. They

were quarried from localasdstone, possibly at site 32BI722, and the blocks may have been
finished on site (Kuehn 1990).

LOCATIONWITHIN THEPARK Roads, bridges, and other transportatielated infrastructure built by
the CCC have been recorded in both the north and south unit.
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CAMPGROUNDSLOOKOUTS AND RECREATION

GENERAL DESCRIPTION From its

inception,THRO has been dedicated t
providing outdoor  recreatiorf
opportunities forEuroamericas. The
infrastructure required provide those [Ss
opportunitie® campgrounds, picnicges
areas, lookouts, and roads linking th
feature® were first constructed during
the 1930s through public relie
programs. Since then, the Nation§
Park Service has assumed maintena
of these now historic features. The pa
continues to provide opportunities fc

visitors to experience intact Badlands and northern Plains grassland environments and the plants
and animals that make this landscape unique.

By the 1920s, auto camping was rieasingly popular activity in the United States. Improved
roadways were providing access to regions that had previously only been accessible by foot or on
horseback. The mystic of the outdoors created during the late nineteenth century had instilled an
appreciation of undeveloped spaces witBmroamericarculture. The automobile allowed a greater

proportion of the nationédés population to enj
vacationing in the great outdoors (Belasco 1979; Mark 1998).

The auto camping trend only increased throughout the twentieth century. Automobile ownership
ballooned throughout the century dhdgroamericas increasingly wanted places to go in their cars.

In response, the United States government invested in improvingighways and funded the
construction of outdoor recreational facilities on public lands (Belasco 1979). Publicly funded
infrastructure construction iINHRO started with relief programs like the CCC and WPA (Collins
1968). The National Park Service hasmtioued to maintain these facilities; however, new
construction has been much less than it has been in the past.

Constructing campgrounds and picnic areas was among the first tasks for CCC crews in the 1930s.
Most of the current outlooks and picnic areasrevalso built at this time. The Cottonwood
Campground was first laid out in the summer of 1936 and had a total of 26 campsites at that time
(Collins 1968:407). Workers at the second south unit camp made further improvements to the
Cottonwood Campground tveeen 1939 and 1941 (Collins 1968:41P)cnic areas here were
constructed using local sandstone and scoria but roofing, cross, and support beams were made fron
imported redwood.
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By the timeTHRO had been established as a national park ind 48, many bthe CCC work

camps had been dismantled. The headquarters at Peaceful Valley was the only administration
facility for the entire park. In 1947, the NPS rehabilitated the Peaceful Valley facility was
rehabilitated to serve as a temporary park headquaftéi® truck, trash truck, and road grader

was procured and stored at Peaceful Valley. Water and sewer systems at this headquarters was
improved (Collins 1968:426). Although the park headquarters were transferred to Medora in the
1950s, Peaceful Valleymsined a picnic site and included other ancillary buildings in addition to

the original ranch buildings. In 1965, surplus buildings at Peaceful Valley were sold as surplus
except for two historically significant buildings (Collins 1968:440).

The first majo park improvement program ifHRO was launched in 1956. As a result of the
Mission 66 program, the park revived over $100,000 for park improvements. At this time, two
modern comfort stations, an electrical system, camp tables, fireplace, and garbagelescepre

built at the Cottonwood Campground. The number of campsites was also increased and a facility
for showing movies was built (Collins 1968:433). Interpretive signs were installed at the Beef
Corral Bottom and Wind Canyon and the Peaceful Valiegip area was improved. The water
systems at the Cottonwood and Squaw Creek Campgrounds were also improved (Collins
1968:433434).

By 1959, the visitor center and Medora park entrance had been completed along with two employee
residence buildings in Medar In the north unit, the Squaw Creek Campground was expanded, a
utility building was added, and interpretive signage was installed. The Long X Nature Trail was
also completed at this time. In 1960, the Cottonwood Campground was expanded from 25 to 51
sites and an extended water system was installed at Squaw Creek (Collins 1968:436). These two
campgrounds have continually been maintained since the 1960s, but they remain approximately the
same size.

The infrastructure of HRO facilitate two types of park sitors: campers and day trippers. Visitors

who want to view the park for only a few days are serviced by the picnic areas and overlooks
scattered along the parkds roadways. Whil e i
find lodging in Medoraor other nearby towns, park visitors who intend to camp in the park have
two options. They can rent a space at one of the campgrounds or travel into the roadless region of
the park and establish a backcountr gunds hamp . £
been an element of visiting the park since its creation in the 1930s (Collins 1968). The roads and
camping areas are oriented toward this type of visitor. While backcountry camps have undoubtedly
been frequented by park visitors, the establishoithe wilderness portion of the north unit during

the 1970s was made to encourage those who want to experience the park as Theodore Roosevel
might have in the 1880s.

STE NUMBERS None of the campgrounds, picnic shelters, or overld@sbeen inventaed as
archaeological resources.
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REPRESENTATIVERESOURCEDESCRIPTION The Cottonwood Campground in the south unit is an
excellent example of auto camping facilitiesTIRIRO. Originally built in the 1930s, this has
remained one of the most frequented camacilities in the park and has been consistently
updated since its construction.

LOCATIONWITHIN THE PARK Overlooks, pichic areas, and campgrounds are found in both units of
the park. Most of these were constructed in the 1930s and have been updaepasamied since
then.

TEMPORAL OFGROUPAFFILIATION Euroamerican

ADDITIONALREFERENCESCoIlins 1968

160



CAMPS

GENERAL DEsScRIPTION Work
camps related to ranching
activities had long been present
in THRO, but the arrival of
workers for the Civilian
Consevation Corps (CCC) and
Works Progress
Administration (WPA)
introduced a completely
different type of work camp.
The archaeological remains of
these CCC and WPA camps
have been identified in both the
North and South units of the
5 Ppark. Within the park, seval

Civilian Conservation Corps Activity, Theodore Roosevelt National Park, 19

1937 (State Historical Society of North Dakota sh1082501074 work camps were created to
house the dozens of workers

that came to build campsites, picnic areas, roads, bridges, and overlooks.

In 1935, the Watford City site was chosen as a CCC camp near the north unit. A well, water tower,
mess hall, kitchen anét sleeping quarters were prepared for the arrival of the first group of men
who came to Watford City on April 30, 1934 (Collins 1968:440®/7). Two additional camps were
created, Ain the Badlands nort hwestofWatford he R
Cityo (Collins 1968:407). The first group of
camps were populated with a mélange of engineers, officers, surgeons, camp superintendents anc
other personnel and had a combined population of ati@utn (Collins 1968:407).

Another CCC camp was created in the south unit near Medora in July, 1934. In order to get the
south unit camp created, the North Dakota State Historical Society purchased state land that had
been reserved for educational purpasesownship 140N, Range 102W, Section 16. The Medora
CCC camp was on the west bank of the Little Missouri River next to the east line of Section 16.
Men arrived to this camp in late August, 1934 and their first projects were confined to Section 16
as thesurrounding land was still private property (Collins 1968:407). Work later moved to the east
bank as additional park land was acquired.

The Medora CCC camp was vacated on July 1, 1937. Approximately half of the foremen employed
there were terminated andetmemaininghalf wastransferred to the north unit. The South unit
building stood vacant for a short period of time before the Army disposed of them as surplus
(Collins 1968:410411).
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Work continued through the north unit camp until October 1, 1939 wheasitransferred to a new
location in the south unit. This new camp was in Section 1, adjacent to the east bank of the Little
Missouri River directly south of Jones Creek. At this time, the CCC focused its efforts at the
Chateau de Mores and the ruinsha tle Mores meatpacking plant (Collins 1968:411). The second
south unit CCC camp was constructed to accommodate about 160 men but it typically was only
occupied by about 100 persons. This camp remained in operation until November 1, 1941 when it
was closedt the onset of World War Il (Collins 1968:41112).

A small group of project management staff remained in the south unit at the Peaceful Valley Ranch
after the closure of the south unit CCC camp in 1941. This headquarters had originally been created
in connection with the Emergency Relief Administration (ERA). The ERA was tasked with
employing local labor on projects in the park. Most of these men came from the surrounding area.
Every morning, government trucks left the ERA headquarters to pick up thé&aneifferent
locations and returned them home at night. It was these ERA workers who were responsible for
building the East Entrance Station and the road that connected this entrance with thail€CC
roads within the park. In the late 1930s, there avaiansition from ERA to WPA projects. By late

1939, there were no longer any ERA projects in the park and, on June 30, 1942, the WPA projects
were closed down as well (Collins 1968:412).

There were no permanent CCC, ERA, or WPA crews stationed at theundgrfrom October, 1939

to 1947. Both units were administered from the Peaceful Valley headquarters after October, 1939.
Occasionally CCC crews were sent from the south to the north unit to do maintenance from
October, 1939 and November, 1941 (Collif$8:412).

After the removal of the south unit camp in 1941, a single employee served the entire area until
May 11, 1942 (Collins 1968:41213). A graduate of the University of lllineBhampaign,

Weldon Gratton was hired by the North Dakota Historical &gdn the 1930s to draw plans for

the forthcoming CCC projects. He was hired as a landscape architect by the National Park Service
when the first CCC camps were established in Section 16. Gratton designed the entrance walls, the
roads around the Chateae Mores, the east entrance and many of the road plantings throughout
the park. He also designed the city park in Medora. He later became superintemétdDafuring

the 1940s (Billings County Historical Society 2003:83).

Since the 1940s, constructiamrk in the park has been contracted out to private firms.

As an archaeological site type, work camps are characterized by the remoteness of their location,
the demographics of their occupants, impermanence, and the motivations behind their creation. In
the American West, work camps were erected in landscapes where a significant construction event
was taking place. These remote locations kept workers away from most of the amenities of urban
life but also created communities that were completely dependemimporting the vast majority

of the necessities of everyday life. Processed and prepackaged goods were made available througt
the company or organization sponsoring the camp; however, in some instances, such as the Medors
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CCC camp, local towns benefittétdr om t he wor ker 6s reliance on
2013:14 15).

Work camps are also characterized by the typical diverse population of transient men that inhabit
them. The workers come from a number of different ethnicities, religions, andaliéitsncreating
uniquely diverse communities in remote areas. Social identities are still maintained in work camps,
but on a different scale than can be found in urban settings. Ethnic and national identities can be
found in the archaeological recorddhgh small finds because the more salient artifact frequencies
and quantities associated with ethnic groups are rarely found in work camp sites. Women and
children are uncommon in work camps like the ones the CCC crealetRi@, so the institutions

that austain familie c hur ches, school s, 0 aeararelywsiabishedvathin n s t
the camp. Buildings and structures are focused on housing with a smaller number of ancillary
buildings like mess halls, workshops, and sheds. Because the cammisoaaly manifestation,

little investment is made in constructing significant buildings (CalTrans 20ilBr1Rogge 1995).

Work camps imTHROwere substantial when compared to ranching camps that had preceded them.
The camps in both the north and southsimiere composed of multiple dormitory buildings with

an assortment of ancillary buildings and structures. Historical photographs of the south unit camp
in the late 1930s shows a wellganized settlement of over twenty buildings, most of which are
long domitories. The buildings appear to be wood framed with wood cladding and corrugated
metal roofs (Collins 1968:416). Oral histories and archaeological research indicates that, in addition
to these buildings, the CCC camps also included a number of smdbeildings and structures.

The camps were connected by a number of unpaved walkways and roads. For example Keuhn
(1990) recorded a number of well explorations and spring development areas throughout the park
as well as some depressions that may have bgwmite storage buildings. FinallgCC projects

forced the workers to procure resources from the local environment. A stone quarry, gravel pit, and
a scoria pit associated with CCC activity have also been identified.

STE NuMBERS Four CCC camps have bemtorded as archaeological sites: 32BI1555, 32BI906,
32BI909, and 32MZ721. The largest of these sites is 32BI555, which includes a number of
archaeological features like concrete depressions and wells in association with material culture and
architecturatlebris (Keuhn 1990). Site 32BI724 is an artifact scatter that dates to the 1930s and has
been associated with CCC activity in the park. A CCC sandstone quarry, 32BI722, has been
identified based on several drilled holes in a 7 byn2.&rea, and a scoriat used by the CCC,
32BI671, has also been recorded. Site 32B1603 is a gravel pit that has also been included as a CCC
resource procurement site. Eleven spring development sites have also been associated with CCC
activities: 32BI 482, 32BI 552, 32BI 5592Bl 576, 32BI598, 32BI599, 32MZ871, 32MZ874,
32MZ907, 32MZ914, and 32MZ949. Two well development sites, 32B1604 and 32B1622, have
been attributed to the CCC periodliHRO (Keuhn 1990).

REPRESENTATIVIRESOURCHDESCRIPTION Camps, quarries, spring and wadlvelopments
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LOCATIONWITHIN THE PARK CCC camps were created in both the north and south units. Other
archaeological sites attributed to this period have also been found in both units.
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Table 4 Euroamerican or Historical Archaeological Resources

Euroamerican or Site Type Temporal Affiliation NRHP Eligibility
Historic Resource Site
32BI1536 well CCC and Park Period Unknown-
potentially eligible
32BI1540 bridge CCC and Park Period Recommended
Eligible
32BI541 bridge CCC and Park Period Recommended
Eligible
32BI552 spring CCC and Park Period Not eligible
32BI555 camp CCC and Park Period Recommended
Eligible
32BI559 spring CCC and Park Period Not eligible
32BI576 spring CCC and Park Period Unknown-
potentially eligible
32BI581 scatter Settlement Period Not eligible
32BI584 graffiti  and  Settlement Period Recommended
rock art Eligible
32BI1594 scatter Settlement Period Not eligible
32BI1598 spring CCC and P& Period Not eligible
32BI599 spring CCC and Park Period Not eligible
32BI605 structure CCC and Park Period Recommended
Eligible
32BI603 quarry CCC and Park Period Not eligible
32BI604 well CCC and Park Period Not eligible
32BI622 well CCC and Park Reriod Not Eligible
32BI1623 graffiti  and  Settlement Period Recommended
rock art Eligible
32Bl671 quarry CCC and Park Period Not Eligible
32BI677 graffiti  and  Settlement Period Unknown-
rock art potentially eligible
32MZ1003 structure Settlement Period Recommended
Eligible
32Mz871 spring CCC and Park Period Not Eligible
32Mz874 spring CCC and Park Period Not Eligible
32MZ876 structure CCC and Park Period Not Eligible
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32MZ906
32MZ907
32MZ909
32MZ914
32MZ949
32MZ973

32MZ998

32MZ999

32Bl482

32BI529

32BI697

32BI721

32BI722
32BI724

32BI727

32MZ630

32MZ633

32MZ863

32MZ875

32MZ985

32MZ997

32BI1548

32Bl483

32BI556

camp
spring
camp

spring
spring
depression

dugout

scatter

spring
depression
depression

camp

quarry

camp
bridge
depression
depression
depression
structure
structure

dugout

trash dump

homestead

homestead

CCC and Park Period
CCC and Park Period
CCC and Park Period
CCC and Park Period
CCC and Park Period

Settlement Period

Settlement Perio d

Settlement Period

CCC and Park Period

Settlement Period

Settlement Period

CCC and Park Period

CCC and Park Period
CCC and Park Period

CCC and Park Period
Settlement Period
Settlement Period
Settlement Period

Settlement Period

CCC and Park Period

Settlement Period

Archaic-Woodland/Besant-Unclassified

Late Prehistoric/Settlement Period

CCC and Park Period

Settlement Period

Not Eligible

Not Eligible

Not Eligible

Not Eligible

Not Eligible
Unknown,
potentially
ineligible
Unknown-
potentially eligible
Unknown-
potentially eligible
Not eligible

Not eligible
Unknown-
potentially eli gible
Unknown-
potentially eligible
Not Eligible
Unknown-
potentially eligible
Not Eligible
Unknown
Unknown

Not Eligible
Recommended
Eligible
Recommended
Eligible

Unknown-
potentially eligible
Recommended
Eligible

Recommended
Eligible
Not eligible
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32BI572

32BI574

32BI583

32BI607
32Bl1621

32Bl1624

32Bl625

32B1680

32B1698

32MZ911

32MZ972

32MZ974

32MZ975

homestead

homestead

homestead

homestead

homestead

homestead

homestead

homestead

homestead

homestead

homestead

homestead

homestead

Settlement Period

Settlement Period

Settlement Period

Settlement Period

Settlement Period

CCC and Park Period

Settlement Period

Settlement Period

Sdtlement Period

Settlement Period

Settlement Period

Settlement Period

Settlement Period

Recommended
Eligible
Recommended
Eligible
Recommended
Eligible

Not eligible
Recommended
Eligible

Unknown-
potentially eligible
Unknown-
potentially eligible
Unknown-
potentially eligible
Unknown-
potentially eligible
Recommended
Eligible

Unknown,
potentially
ineligible
Unknown-
potentially eligible
Unknown,
potentially

ineligible
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AMERICANBISON

SCIENTIFICNAME Bisonbison

FamiLY. Bovidae

GENERAL DESCRIPTION Bison, also known
colloquially as buffalo, are the most
significant animals forNative American
groupsknown to have used the Theodo
Roosevelt National Park area. They a
emblematic of past lifeways that centered
the incorporation of this bigame species
into every realm of their existenc8ison
and all its geographical and ecoica
associations therefore figure into the %
development of indigenous econom American bison. Photo Credit: M. NievesZedeno
ideology, and belief systems. Elabora.c

seasonal rounds, steeped in propitiatotyals characterized bison hunts and these husts
representative ofreancientway of life thatcontinuel into the ethnographic preseivery partof
the bisonincludingbones, marrow, fat, flesh, brain, tongue, Bpland hooves were purposed.

With so many uses, bison were an integral, keystone species to many Native American groups, and
late r , Eur oamerican settlers. This was so much
a profound influence on t(Gaesdnd @Gogan 2010:23. Paiter gt o f
al. (2010:10) add that:

fiFew species enjoy a history as righ archaeology, paleontology, story and
legend, oral and documentary history as the American bison. Nor is there another
North American species for which the cultural and political significance of an
animal is so great. For thousands of years various fantspopulations of bison

have coexisted with humans in North America, providing sustenance and shaping
human social and economic patterns, and influencing national history and
international political relationships.

For these reasons, the disappearandasoin herds through overhunting, the overexploitation of
the hide market, and wanton killing would drastically alter the lives of Native Americans
throughout the Plains.
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TRADITIONALUSE": Bisonwere hunted, skinned, eaten, useddots,adornments, decations,and

clothing figured irto individual identity and corporate institution makingere tradedwere
currency, were sacred, were power, were spiritssum, the buffalo was the lifeblood of many
Plains tribes. It is difficult to parse out what shibble considered traditional uses of bison from
uses associated with folklore and various other spiritual connections. Consedherglis overlap
between these use$hat being said, bison or buffalo constituted an important part of Plains
peopl eam hudtingethem was a ritually sanctioned actifatycenturie® an activity that

was carried outvell into the 1800sand usually involved drive lines, jumps, and impounds
Organizing such a bison drive was both complex and tedious, requiring a coonbaigtatience,
deception, and fear. The actual stampede could not occur until the herd was properly in position.
Starting too early meant the bison herd had more time to lose cohesion and become strung out,
growing weary, overcoming their fear, and dtugyg course. Conversely, starting too late meant the
stampeding bison would not get up to the full blind sprint necessary to continually propel bison
over thecliff (Brink 2008:137 141). Thus, moving the herd was a delicate procedure that
necessitatedanit i mat e knowl edge of bison behavior an
(Brink 2008; Zedeno et al. 2014).

Bands ofSioux, mosthighly mobile hunted bisorextending theihuntsinto the Missouri River
watershednd its tributarie In the summerthere were large commurzsonhunts.Duringthese

times, especially amonigakota b a nd s , a soldierds society wou
order in the hunt and in the traveling cam@smilarly, in Mandan society, moieties were
responsible foorganizing bison hunts and later distributing meat (Bowers 1950).

Before the horse, Sioux people used buffalo jumps and traps to hunt the bison. These hunts had to
be organized as the imprudent actions of a single hunter may chase the heRisomapuld also

be hunted throughout the year by individual hunters. But this hunting behavior is quite different
from the organized communal hunting of the summer (Anderson 1984; PondZEd86o et al.

20149).

Sperry (2007:1814) reports the westwardovemenbf the Plains Chippewa Creeinto areas as

far as the Upper Missouri River Breaks in Montanthe late Prehistoric and Protohistoric periods.
Cree groups likely would have paused in parts of North Dakota during this time as well. Their
economy had beendapted to bison huntings resource depletion and westwaxansion
occurred

For theArikara bisonhuntingwas regulated by warriors chosen specifically for the occasion and
all parts of the bison were used (Berry 19785%8. Tabeau (Abel 1939:7274),an ethnographer
living with the Arikarain the early nineteenth centumgbservedhat hides were used for clothing,

I The traditional uses and folklore included in this resource page are by no means exhaustive, but are representative

examples.
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including shoes, in any season, and for lodgings. Horns and bones were worked into tools. For
example, the horn was used to split wood w/kile shoulder blade served as a pick8xgew was
used for thread, stomachs functioned as vessels, and bison wool was spun for textiles.

TheCrow, like all other tribes known to occupy the Badlands, engaged in bison hunting to procure
meat for sustenae¢ skins and hides fdolankets, mattresseslothing and for lodge covers, and

hides and skinsveretradel (Catlin 1965; Denig 1961Women tanned hides and made leather
pouches from bison skinat times using a bison rib called a beaming tbolwie 19%:77, 2174

218). Rawhide served as pots for boiling using the heated stone method and bison pericardium was
used as water bottles (Lowie 1922:212, 216). Bison shoulder blades could be used as serving plates,
dung wasburnedas fuel, brains were used to taseerskins,hooves ground and mixed with
chokecherry gum was used to make paiat&l neck and shoulder sinews were used as flexible
bands (Linderman 1972:33; Frey 1987:12; Voget 2001:6B@inting bison was mainly a
masculine activity for the Crow and asodet (2001:698) notediunting methodsncluded
surrounding them, driving them over a precipice, and impoundnenater times the Crow,
hunting communally, used the horse, bow and arrow, and the gun to ride to herds aadistaist

(Lowie 1935). Ritus of prayerandcallings by medicine mewere paramount fauccessfubison

hunts

The Hidatsa were described as gifted and aggressive buffalo hunters in 1897 (Coues) and they
were said to move frequently and cover enormous distances during theiras éass.

Assiniboinelodges were many times covered with bison hides. Long (1942) stated that an average
lodge used 6 to 14 bison hides, while extra large lodges were constructed with 20 hides. Bison hides
were also used to make bullboats as they weeéchted over willow framet produce a buoyant

craft Bison hair provided padding and warmth inside large sized moccasins used in cold weather
and white clay was mixed with bison ankle sinew glue to coat and strengthen bows (Long
1942:149).

Blackfoot may have ventured as far south as the Badlands prehistorically and were certainly in the
area in historical timeat Fort Union McClintock (1905:3435) even noted that sonBtackfeet
expeditions would on occasion travel the Old North Trail southward to norttexico. Their
subsistence economy focused on bison, Bladkfeetannual movements revolved aroupidon

mi grations. Or al tradition and ethnographic
hunters, dwelling in teepees and shifting periodycallf r om pl ace t o pl aceo
hunting grounds along the headwat eri6;Baitdgliat he |
et al. 2013. The Blackfeet used hides for tipi covers, robes, blankets, and other apparel, bison fat
was used in@ups, bison meat was mixed with berries and dried to make pemmican, marrow was
collected from the bones, and horns and hoof strings were fashioned for ceremonial headdresses
and dances (Brink 2008:18890; Ewers 1958:734; McClintock 1910:99 100). In sum,the
Blackfeet were heavily dependent upon bison both as a food source and for raw materials.
Therefore, the depletion of this keystone resource, according to McClintock (1910:506), caused
Apoverty, suffering, Government relief, and
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FOLKLORE ANDBUNDLES Bison served as a ceremongald holysymbol for many Plains groups.
Gilmore (1926) notes the significance of bison skifdr the Arikara and cites specifically the
story of a sukchief named Soldiewho kept a skull as a religiousymbol that wouldfurther
over |l ook a HG&lmoeedls26:€bin6). $oags, prayers, and offerings were made to the
spirit of the buffalo to ensure food and sustenance would be brought to Arikara families and
villages.

The Crow place great importarcon the pipe itheir life and in religious activities. The story of

the pipe incorporates imagery associated with the bison. Reed (n.d.) describes the pipe as a
Afcel esti al gi ft, a bi son [thisoppawaskiperpipesoéthetSerd é t o
Bi son Bul |l s, t he IBisoo pante alse figord proBiinentty nn thB ongdicine
bundlesand magicereligious practicesf the Crow (Wildschut 1975).

For theAssiniboine bison were at the crux of mamgligious relationships.For example, th
Buffalo Chaser Society, still active today, led the highest of ceremonies involving bison, including
the annualceremonial huntAdditionally the Sundancecentral to their gligious systemwas
closely associated with the bison hunt.

Mandan origin mythsmention bison imecountinghecreation of the earthbyu | t ur e her o
Mano . ALone Mano popalatedsha eadbitht buffalo peopde, fish people, bear
peopl e, eagle peopl e, corn peopl e, asiadtheot her
sacred bundl e s oBispnBappea cossistendlysird MaRdar) oral traditions, origin
myths, and ceremonies. Examples include the Small Hawk Ceremony and the Snow Owl Ceremony
(Bowers 2004:280) while the myth of the Woman Above bundlekspafaobtaining the rights to
buffalo skulls.The Mandan believed that the spirits of the buffalo lived in buttes before they came
to the surface. These were sacred places where people left offerings and prayed. Buffalo calling
rituals and buffalo impersaiors figured prominently in the ceremonial calendar and specific rites

of the Mandan. Buffalo skulls were present in every important bundle as well as ceremony. Buffalo
was, in fact, the central figure of the Okipa ceremony.

Ceremonial bundles of Plainsttes often time included the bison. For example, the eagle trapping
bundles of theMlandan andHidatsac ont ai ned el ements of the bu
contributed to the power of the bunqBowers 2004) The Sacred Robe bundle of the Mandan
cortained buffalo moccasirend @acting the Snow Owl bundle ceremony gave a person buffalo
calling rights, among others (Bowers 2004:184, 282e Mandan also had a Buffalo Calling
Ceremony which took place over four dayiss associated bundle containedearow straightener

made from a buffalo rib, a buffalo robe, and other elements from plants, birds, and mammals
(Bowers 2004)For the Blackfeet, bison are well represented in the Beaver Bundle in the form of
the niskim,or sacred buffalo ston&¢defo etl. 2014). Blackfoot speaking Blood consultants

who visited the park in 2004 remarked of the sacred nature of the bison in the creation of group
identity and for use in obtaining powgtedeno et al. 2006:262):
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A[T]he elders in the Matoki Society own theivn [buffalo] robes. The consultant

who belongs to this society has her own robe. This robe has special meaning for her

as it was the first she used and it parallels her history of participation in the society.

Il n this and ot her obsisaso kit ips@ethedoelgeemthathei es, a
tail pointing in the direction of the rising sun. She has had it for 14 years, and some

ot her members borrow it for ceremoni al p
originally made of buffalo hide; women may acqupomver from buffalo. All parts

are used, particularly in ceremoniesnd that includes dung for fuel

They also recanted the story of the Blackfoot word for death and stated that it is further rooted in
the word for bison, or iniwaa. A long time ago thedn, which was a giant, used to hunt humans.
The creator/trickster Napi said: Athis is no
him from harming humans. But before the rules changed, the chief of the bison wanted to eat one
more human sbe hid him under his front arm. Hence, the word for this part of the body means

A per @alemmet al. 2006:260

LOCATIONWITHIN THE PARK Bisonherds currently residen the park andreactively managety

park staff In 2004 consultants spoke of tigeal conditionspresented byhe physiography of
Theodore Roosevelt National Parkpromoting habitation by diverggamespeciesFeatures of
thelandscapeonsequentlgncourage the health and fecundityarge and small gamespecially
thebuffalo.In addition to thisherd, strategies for past buffalo hunting explbitsancestral Native
American groupsre evidenced at Site 32BI549, a bison juanp processingpcale.This is not
surprising as bison kill sites are common in the Badlands of Nortbt®ak painted bison skull

was recovered at Site 32MZ101, a conical timbered lodge with an associated hearth. Unearthed by
Sperry (1981) in 1968, the skull was located inside the lodge periaretervould have been used
ceremonially

As for the buffalo jmp (Site 32BI549 row elders emphasized the significance of the buffalo for
the Plains pede since the beginning of times during a previous visit to the park Zedeno et al.
2006:241):

fAln the origin stories the buffalo jump was given to people by Old Man Coyote,

who lured the buffalo over the cliff. Old Man Coyote challenged the buffalo to a

race. He said: wedll close our eyes and r
Buffalo jump sites are mystic sites and have a lot of power in them because of all

the ceremonies that were conducted before the hunt. All the buffalo jumps are
connectedwito ne anot her. Among the Crow there i
waa chi o which means fAclan who brings hom
is connected to the buffalo jumps, tmo.

The consultants further suggested the rocks used to build driverleressmudged and incense
would have been burned while the buffalo were being driven over the cliffs. Offerings were made
and the pipe was smoked. Hunters would have camped just below the cliff, where it is warmer and
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water is available in the springs, likeduring winter months. During buffalo drives, women and
children would have come along with the hunters to help with the butchering and processing of
meat and hides.

Crow elders also observed that the abundance of wallows and salt plants at Site BRidads

that this was an ideal place for bison hefise buffalo come to the wallows to make medicine
during their rutting [and] to trap females. From the buffalo we also learned how to have dreams.
In full moon the buffalo would come to high placésg knolls, and fast to cleanse their system.

LOCATIONWITHIN THE PARK In 2004, during an initial ethnographic assessment, members of the
Three Affiliated Tribesandan, Hidatsa, andArikara ) noted that they havead regular contact
with park staff regating many issues, including bison and elk managen(i@edeno et a.
2006:240)
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PRONGHORNANTELOPE

SCIENTIFIC NAME  Antilocapra
americana

FAMILY. Antilocapridae

GENERAL DESCRIPTION Antelope, |
also known as pronghorn in thi{_.
region, are ethnohistoricall
referenced as an important foo
and clothing source for most tribe
known to have used the Theodo
Roosevelt National Park areg
Usually antelope were hunted b
men and were impoundedEEEEEREEETTEEEE
trapped, or driven over a drop ne: Antelope. Photocredit: Mark Gocke, blogs.usda.go
watercourses. In addition, th.

artelope figure prominently in the oral traditions of Plains tribes, notably the Hidatsa.

TRADITIONALUSE All parts of the antelope were used, serving utilitarian and sacred purposes for
many tribes. Once the animals were procured, their skins, hairaam@mong other parts were
used for clothing and adornments as well as medicinally.

During a 2004 park visit a consultant from 8tanding Rock Siouxt r i be r emar ked of
use stating A[t]he antel ope amekéemadiecicunstp
(Zedeno et a. 2006:250). The Yankton Sioux, although not directly linked to using the park area,

were known to fashion antelope skin into leggings which were then traded (Abel 193232

Antelope hides served as buckskin foe &kssiniboine and were the thinnest and lightest of all
buckskin (Long 1942:134). Long (1942:97) repg
the dress for a young girl who participated

The Crow used antelope hair as dtafy material in bison pericardium which was then made into
a childrends ball (Linderman 1972:35).

Further utilitarian use of the antelope by Aréara tribe is recorded by the ethnographer Tabeau.
Al Al ntel ope and de daclothingdnd sthercoonanedts bTea breadie ail s
noted that antelope hide provided f¥V6n/8). gar me

Hunting antelope was both a ceremonial and subsistence based activity for many tribes in the region
including the Hidatsa, Arikardlandan, Crow, Assiniboine, and Blackfeet. Biackfeet hunted
antelope for food in addition to deer, elk, and buffalo. Aksiniboine easily tracked antelope in

winter by following hoof prints in the snow and hunted them in the summertime near watering
places(Zedeno et al. 2006:134, 185). The Cheyenne appear to have hunted antelope at the
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headwaters of the Little Missour.i Ri ver , at
River (Hyde 1968).

Weitzner (B79:195) describes how thédatsah u nt e d antelopd wene @ken ifia pound

or trap constructed with poles and skins and set at the base of a high hill. Antelope were driven to

the hilltop and pushed over the crest and into the pen. This was supposedly part of a ceremonial
sequencaot revealed to [theetongr apher Wil son, ] at the ti me.

Tabeau, who lived with thArikara, reflected on their hunt for buffalo, deer and antelope, and
their gathering of certain species of plants, and fishing among other things. Antelope were hunted
by driving them over a drop and into a coulee or other trap. Those antelope that survived the fall
were shot by awaiting hunterabel (193977 78) reports:

AAntelope were hunted twice a year as they crossed the Missouri River, in the spring
and autumn. Tabeasaid that the Arikara would wait for the antelope herd to enter
the stream. From bluffs they shot arrows at them, while another group of hunters
placed on the opposite bank would frighten the herd, which would return to the
water, to be fired upon and shd'he Arikara hunters who were good swimmers
would swim out andring back many antelope bodds

Hunting of antelope and deer by tBeow consisted of driving the animals into corrals, at times on
level ground (Lowie 1935:72). Ceremony, prayer and rjguat¢eded the hunt. Afterwards, antelope
skins were sometimes smoked by Crow women so they resisted hardening when dried if they were
exposed to wetness (Lowie 1935:78).

FoOLKLorREThe Hi datsa have oral tradit iedtosesrel@dd] ect
to the culture hero Packs Antelope detail his exploits as they are associated with the ceremonies of
the Missouri River bundles, namely the Thunder bundles (Zedeno et al. 2006:983; 192). Bundles

were used to attain the power of Pagkselope and the six gods of the river. Rain, pottery,
bullboats, and doctoring were made with these powers (Bowers 199373j1

The Mandan considered trapping antelope a sacred activity with relegated knowledge. Bowers
(2004:2552 59 ) r e p o r with rightdta gacrddl pnargsecould call up their magical powers
to trapéanimals and to doctor and officiate

LOCATIONWITHIN THEPARK Pronghorn spend the majority of time in open ar€asyaretypically
spotted in tk prairie grasslandand otherareas of open terraifPronghorn only spend time in
depressionsjear watercourses, and in coulémsy enough to get water and are rarely spotted in
these locations
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BADGER

SCIENTIFICNAME Taxidea taxus

FamiLy. Mustelidae

GENERALDESCRIPTION The ground
dwelling badger is primarily =
associated with the sacred activiti|
of Plains tribes. A significant
dichotomy that exists betwee
above and belowground animals is
invoked by the presence of th
badger in ceremony and myt

rare, once killed, its skin served St R S
number of practical purposes and Badger. Photo Credit: National Park Service
commonly present in the conteniws

of several sacred bundles.

TRADITIONALUSE Badger were hunted and trapped by the Hidatsa, Arikara, Mandan, Assiiboin
Blackfeet, and CrowAt times Crow war parties were known to eat badger (Lowie 1922:210),
while theAssiniboine hunted and trapped badger along with fox and coyote for food. Traps for
these small game animals were made of wooden stakes with a collaqdiagd their skins and

claws were later used for clothing, ornaments, and riflilHidatsau s ed badger skin
quivers and bow cases (Zedeno et a. 2006:90, 134).

Badger skin is also present in the Sacred Robe bundle bfethéan and theBeaver bundle of the
Blackfeet These are discussed in the Folklore subsection of this page.

FOLKLORE ANDBUNDLES Badgers are included in tiheikara 6 s tr adi t i onal hi st
migration. Badgers, along with snakes and various insects, anebddsm the creation myth
detailing how above and belegrounddwelling animals came to be. @fe animals created in the
womb of Mother Earth, belongrounddwellers did not emerge from the earth as it was closed
before they had the chance (Zedeno et al. 2006:97).

Badger skin was used in the corn ceremony bundles dfidimelan, specifically the Saed Robe

bundle. According to Bowers (2004:184), the Sacred Robe bundle contained the following articles:
Good Furred Robedbs robe painted with a map
great snake and the hole through which the corn peoglelreat he ear t h; Good Fu
pipe with a carved goose, a headdress of fox skins, a bundle of white sage, moccasins of buffalo
hide, a clay pot; a strip of elk hide, a dried gourd for a rattle, corn silk, several ears of corn, a narrow
strip of badyer skin, blackbird heads, a mallard head, a wthaited deer skull with antlers, three

dried squash, one sunflower head, a robe made of fox hides, and a braid of cornhusks. Many of

177



these items, particularly the birds, were associated with Old Woman \&trer Ries myth, which
engaged a wide variety of animals, plants, and minerals in its story (Bowers 20@0200 his

bundle had geographical associations in the Round Lodge and Yellow Earth (Double Ditch) sites
andbelonged to the Nuptadi Mandan.

Badgers among the animals represented in the Beaver bundle Blatideet The Beaver bundle

was given to the people as a gift from threlerwater spiritsthe animalsin it taught people about

pl ant medicine. Someti mes | iink&@rapeedentatice itddnofranh 0 s
all the beings that inhabit the above, ground, and below portions of the universe. Birds and
waterfowl, water mammals, forest dwellers, and prairie animals are all represented in this bundle
and some are thought to contaimugipds of 100 animals. Buffalo is well represented in this bundle,

in the form of the niskim as are plants, including roots and tubers, grasses, trees, and berries.
Among the animals commonly represented are: beaver, otter, badger, meadowlark, loog, magpi
mallard, lynx, wolverine, fox, woodpecker, chickadee, crow, dog, moose, frog, and buffalo.
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SCIENTIFICNAME Haliaeetus leucocephalug

(bald eagle); Aquila chrysaetos(golden
eagle)

FAMILY. Accipitridae

GENERALDESCRIPTIONEagles are a sourcé g
power for many Plains tribes and are not
in various origin mythsToday, bald eagles
are migrants in THROThey represent thegs
spirit power of spirit beings and figure i
offerings, bundle making, medicine an
healing, vision questing, identity and setgi
making, and other sacred and ceremorf®
activites  with  sometimes  restricte

knowledge. The most significant attributes us

Bald eagle. Photo Credit: National Park Servic

eagles are their feathers and claws as the flesh is not eaten. Specialized eagle trapping practices ar
associated with the Hids# and Mandan in the park specifically but were practiced by many Plains
tribes. These tribes communicate a concern for continued-gapgfeng in the park and cite the

significant connection of eagles to the Little Missouri Ri¥gagle feathers, partitarly from the

golden eagle, were widely traded across the Plains in the prehistoric and historic periods IChandler

et al. 2016).

TRADITIONALUSE During a visit to Theodore Roosevelt National Park in 2004, a member of the
Three Affiliated Tribes Klidatsa, Mandan, and Arikara ) describes the birds taken during the
sacred and rel i gi ou sgoldenandbald daglesmodid bé trapped) also g .
hawks The consultant explained that immature golden eagles have white feathers with a black tip

wheeas the old ones have white strips on
speckled, particularly thetail feathers, but they become white asthey ageo (Zedeno et al. 2006:238).
It was also stated that womeial not havehe right to the edg feather, only merHowever, women
in the US military service can receive eagle feathers for their sacrifice, as was shovirikgran
consultant (Chandler et al. 2016

Murray (2009) completed an extensive research on the contemporary significaacgesfin the

three North Dakota parks for the NPS. Her research included past and present uses and significance
Trapping was done by erecting a ceremonial conical timbered lodge in sheltered wooded areas and

constructing the actual baited trapping pittbe hillsides near a cliff. THEAT believe that the

spirit animal bear gave them eagle trapping medicine. Some of the preparations associated with

eagle trapping would incluge

1 The aspiring trapper would first acquire eagle rights and songs that ¢oeagle trapping,
by transfer or by visions.
179



T The trapper had fast i n an area with ston
|l ineso whi ch wo uéddith the stargandrthe mooh.e corr el at

1 The person to trap the eagles would fast anerqa the night before; the lodges were
probably used for these ceremonies.

1 He would select the special place where the lodge would be placerhdividual seletion
rather than a convention.

1 A pit would be built below the ridge and would be covered wahdires; a carcass placed
above tle branches attracted the eagle.

1 A trapper had to learn astrological connections to medicines, because thitis some
medicines originate.

1 Women would follow along but stay at a distance from the lodges, preparingibtakang
care of the main camp.

Once procured, many eagle parts, especially feathers, were then used in bundles and as various
adornments, all representative of great power.

Zedeno et a. 2006 (121) documents the significance of the eagle and its feathers for theCrow.

Eagle feathers were and are medicine. Their use as ornaments or in prayer and ceremony was no
taken lightly. Some war bonnets were made of eagle feathers, while dancers used eagle feathers in
their bustles, headdresses and other regadigleHeathers may also be seen ornamenting a very
sacred pipe. In some ceremonies, a whistle made of an eagle wing bone was blown. This whistle
figures prominently in the Sun Dance. Additionally eagle feathers, plumes, claws, and heads are
included in themedicine bundles of the Crow (Wildschut 1975).

For theHidatsa eagle feathers were used as offerings among other things, at the buffalo spirit
buttes. These buttes were visited summer hunts and offerings of feathers from the speckled
(juvenile) eagle werenade to increase the buffalo herds. Feathers were tied in bundles to buffalo
skulls placed near caves under overhanging cliffs. The bundle contained two very large rattles made
of buffalo hide; the head, two wings, and two claws of the speckled owl; dedlaak clay; white

sage; and a buffalo skull. Feathers represented swallows and I@veksl(er et al. 2026

TheAssiniboineused sacred eagle feathers to decorate the stem of the sacred pipe (Long 1942:140)
whil e t he Do (CreSusdddeatmsirdtise SenfDanceh Eagle feathers were also said

to have been collected by the Cree while on the path near the Little Missouri River. In addition to
eagle feathers, an eagle bone whistle was al
(Zedeno et al. 2006:149; 252).

The Blackfoot were uniquely situated to trap golden eagles along the Rocky Mountain Front and
supplied large numbers of feathers for the trade. There According to a Peigan consultant (2015),
My ancestor, Bring®ownthe-Sun andhis family were eagle trappers by occupatiéte traded

in eagle feathers all oveHe became a wealthy man, who sustained upward to 17 wives and

children with all of them.
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As stated, eagle parts are noted in numerous bundlég 8ilackfoot, Hidatsa, Mandan, and
Crow and are further discussed in the Folklore section of this page.

FOLKLORE ANDBUNDLES Eagles represent spirits, helpers, people, and groups of people and have
many myths and bundles associated with them. For example, the eagle is sagdjiwdratobacco

to theArikara for use in rituals and to have told the Arikara how to trap raptors for feathers and
plumes(Chandler et al. 2@8).

During a previous visit to the park a member of 8tanding Rock Siouxtribe described the
significance oflhie eagle statingZédeno et a. 2006:249):

AThe eagle is a human transformed into an eagle. The eagle was once a twin, not
created like others. He saw that people were selfish so he left. The people went
looking for him and sent his twin to find him. He did, but he coatctanvince the

eagle to come back because he didnot |I|i ke
sweat lodge and asked him why and then prayed until he went soaring and said:
Afrom now on | wil/ be a messenger for pe

brought medicin®

Anot her oral tradition of Pl ai Mandah.fiLbae Miaxe
is said to have made the eagle people along withuffalo people, fish people, bear people, corn
peopl e, and other sugiuwlad e hingtoormytwas oifna he
1950:26). By 1930 only four Mandan clans remained, one of which was the speckled eagle clan.
The Mandan also had an eagle trapping bundle. The bundle belonged to the clan of the person
building the eaglerép, and remained within the clan even after that person died (Bowers 1950:39).

The Hidatsa include eagle down in the contents of the sacred Grizzly Bear bundle, a bundle
associated with personal and origin stories. The Grizzly Bear bundle myth is cdringébtesacred
arrows, one red and one black, a bear hide, parts of buffalo, bear, elk, deer, and dog; a rattle with
owl skin cover and decorated with raven feathers, white eagle down, and a snare made of a vine
(unknown kind) for the enemy (Bowers 19923B358).

LOCATIONWITHIN THE PARK Three conical lodge sites (32MZ101, 32MZ116, 32MZ955) and an
eagle trapping pit (32BI518) are located in the park. The latter is associated with the
Woodland/Besant archaeological period and is recommended eligiblelf@miam on the National
Register of Historic Places. These archaeological resources remain significant to tribes known to
have used the park area. Eagles were also seen at the buffalo jurBp&isd 9).

The conical lodges still stand. One notable lodg®und at Site 32MZ101 in the north unit of the
park. Documented by Kuehn (1990:68) and Sperry (1981), the lodge contained a hearth, painted
bison skull, projectile point, and Fort Yates ware sherds. Additionally, a consultant fr@iAThe
visiting thepark in 2004 remarkeithat (Zedeno et a. 2006:238):

A [ Ae]conical lodge locations were based on visions or feelings. Eagle trapping
here would usually have been in the fall when the eagles migrated. These lodges
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were probably winter lodges and usedeafthe eagles molted in NovembjSite
32MZ955]is a very good place and probably was along a regular route

It should be noted that other tribal membdé®¢d andCrow) di d not see a di
between the lodges and eagle trapping (Zedeno et al. 2006:262) but agreed they were significant
nonethelessGenerally they interpreted the lodges as war lodges rather than eagle trapping
structures. But a cursory review of the eagle trapping literature amorigjati€oot speakers
indicates that theyid not use lodges in their trapping rituals (McClintock 1999).
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U- ) 1 5

BEAVER

SCIENTIFIC NAME Castor |

canadensis

FamILY: Castoridae

GENERAL DEScCRIPTION The
beaver is significant for Plaing
tribes and figures in many
origins myths; primarily those of
the Blackeet. Claws and teeth
also have documented utilitarial -
uses but t he |
prowess is most noteworthy.

TRADITIONAL USE The Hidatsa Beaver. Photo Credit: National Park Servic:

used beaver for utilitarian

purposes. Beaver teeth served as materials for arrows and skins were used tavea&adjbow

c a s e s . -mdakiAg wamancraft given to the [Hidatsa] by supernatural beings, notably Flaming
Arrow, also referred to as Burnt Arrow (Weitzner 1979). Armovking was a closely guarded

right, as many arrow materials were thoughttobepoisos and used mainly f o
mostly made of Knife River Flint, but other
and beaver teeth were also usedo (Zedeno et a. 2006:90).

For theAssiniboine beaver claws served as ornamentaodations for the corners of buckskin
diamondshaped bags which were used to hold severed umlibeds$ of newborns (Long 1942).

A consultant from theStanding Rock Siouxtribe describes the importance of the beaver as
medicine(Zedeno et a. 2006:250):

Trees chewed by the beaver are also good medicine. Trees that have been chewed but not fellec
will be taken down without letting the tree touch the ground, using shawls and blankets to catch it.
Medicine is placed beside the tree before taking it dowegrgmt women carry sticks trimmed

from this tree for an easy pregnancy and delivery. The tea maulddrheals stomach illnesses.
Offerings and prayers mulsé made before cutting trees

FOLKLORE ANCBUNDLES The beaver is very sacred to Bkackfeetw h o swverldview centers on
the Creator Sun and the Star people as well as on supremedbbiagsand Bloodcldi that
created the earth and gave peopl e the sacred gifts they needed to surviveod (Zedeno et al. 2006:182).
According to elder Carol Murray (2015he Beaver Bundle contains all the knowledge of the
Blackfoot universe. Many people need to hold the bundle for all that knowledge to come out.

The beaver is one of these gifts. Beaver are credited with giving sacred knowledge and tobacco
seedstoth&8| ackf eet . AfBeaver étaught people the p
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different paints as well as the seeds of the sacred tobacco, the lunar calendar, and the curing songs
prayers, and danc e sAdditindlt,GHe beaveroace isbto h& 6 @venltie8 ) .
Blackfeet red paint (Zedeno et al. 2006:185). ThBeaver bundle of th8lackfoot is associated

with some of the most powerful medicifdcClintock (1999:108112) states the Beaver bundle

was given to the people as a gift from the aiworld; animals taught people about plant medicine.
Someti mes | ikened to Noahdos Ark, the bundl e
that inhabit the above, ground, and below portions of the universe. Birds and waterfowl, water
mammals, foest dwellers, and prairie animals are all represented in this bundle and some are
thought to contain upwards of 100 animals. Buffalo is well represented in this bundle, in the form
of the fossils calledniskim as are plants, including roots and tuberasses, trees, and berries.
Because the bundle containsskim, it i s al so associated with <c
(Zedeno et al.2014. Among the animals commonly represented in the Beaver bundle are beaver,
otter, badger, meadowlark, loomagpie, mallard, lynx, wolverine, fox, woodpecker, chickadee,
crow, dog, moose, frog, and buffalo.

In Hidatsa traditions beaver have numerous associations with ceremonial bundles. For example
ceremonies associated with the Thunder bundle were performegttoe the power of the beaver
along with other water spirits like the toad, turtle, otter, mink, muskrat, and snake (Bowers
1992:358). Beaver fur and claws along with otter skin, turtle shell, buffalo skull, mink skin, dried
frog, blackroot, pepperminsage, cedar, muskrat skin, and watersnake skin were included in the
Missouri River bundles (Zedeno et al. 2006:93). These ceremonies were enacted to attain the power
of the culture hero Packs Antelope.

For the Mandan, the beaver was said to have giveentharrow making knowledgéowers
(2004:283) noted the songs associated with arrow making along with a tradition that said the beaver
was the first to secure stone tips for arrows. Arrow making was given to Black Wolf by two snow
owls and rights to arrow aking were associated with the Snow Owl bundle among others (Bowers
2004).During a 2004 visit to the park, consultants from @rew tribe detailed one origin myth
that included the beaver (Zedinoetal®2806:200)ven t he g

The beaver is associated with mythical origins and human or protohuman ancestryGozehe

people (Zedeno et al. 2006:143). The Chippewa-Cree were also active participants in the fur trade,
trapping beaver and hunting bisthhough t hese activities are no
Theodore Roosevelt National Park (Zedeno et al. 2006:230).

LOCATIONWITHIN THE PARK Beaver are also occasionally seen at the Elkhorn Ranch and south
units, and have been spotted in the narilt by consultants. Within the park, they often burrow
into the riverbank rather than building their traditional beaver dams in order to avoid defection.
beaver | odge was observed in the north unit
(Zedeno et al. 2006:262)At this time members of thBlood tribe and other consultants remarked
of its significance. Beavers were also observed near the buffalo jump sitesiouthenit of the
park (32BI549)We again saw a lodge in 2015 when accompanietbhgultants who ratified its
placein native culture and society.
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BLACKBIRD(YELLOWHEADED

SCIENTIFICNAME Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus

FamILY: Icteridae

GENERALDESCRIPTIONA variety of birds are sacred and powerful
the tribes known to have us&heodore Roosevelt National Par
The blackbird is among these. In particular the heads and bodi
blackbirds were used medicinally and included in the content
sacred bundles.

TRADITIONAL USE As stated, the blackbird is represented in f
bundles of theMandan andHidatsa. Additionally, blackbirds along
with chickadees, woodpeckers, meadowlarks, and geese (Schs

1934; McClintock 1999) are said to be powerful medicine for
Blackfoot. Blackbird. Photo Credit:

. ) National Park Service
FOLKLORE ANDBUNDLES Blackbird heads are representedsaveral

sacred bundles of thdandan that are associated with planting and

corn ceremoniesAccording to Bowers (2004:184), the Sacred Robe bundle contained the
foll owing articles: Good Furred Robeds robe
Missouri River as a great snake and the hole through which the corn people reach the earth; Good
Furred Robebds wood pipe with a carved goose,
moccasins of buffalo hide, a clay pot; a strip of elk hide, a djoedd for a rattle, corn silk, several

ears of corn, a narrow strip of badger skin, blackbird heads, a mallard head, -tailddteleer

skull with antlers, three dried squash, one sunflower head, a robe made of fox hides, and a braid of
cornhusks. The his in this bundle, along with other items, were further associated with Old
Woman Who Never Dies myth, which engaged variable animals, plants, and minerals in its story
(Bowers 2004:20@04). This bundle had geographical associations in the Round Lodge an
Yellow Earth (Double Ditch) sites and belonged to the Nuptadi Mandan. However, Old Woman
Who Never Dies is considered the deity of all vegetation, and its mythical origins likely predate
agriculture in the Plains (Bowers 1992:332). The association vilithregetation and Old Woman

Who Never Dies resulted in the widespread use of the bundle by nomadic tribes including the
Hidatsa.

The second corn and planting bundle of the Mandan contained three human skulls representing
Good Furred Robe, and two othertimigal persons, corn silk, white sage, a headdress of fox skins,
and a wooden pipe. This bundle originally was inherited along the same line as the Sacred Robe
bundle but became separated during the smallpox epidemic; in the 1920s it was in the possession
of the Awaxawi (Bowers 2004:186). Associated bundles included those of Old Woman Who Never
Dies, also connected with the Womends Goose
elk skin robe, a clay pot, a wooden pipe, a deer skull and anthens,beans, squash, sunflowers,

185



blackbird heads, a bullsnake skin, young white sage, duck heads, swan feathers, goose heads, :
strip of grizzly bear skin, gourd rattles, and a scalp. Secondary bundles and composite bundles that
became intermixed in moreaent times and after the death of bundle owners complemented the
corn ceremonial complex of tidandan.

Blackbirds are also included in the ceremonial bundles dfiitiatsa, namely Old Woman Who

Never Dies and the closely related Robe bundle. Thesedsuad associated with the use of plant
foods and are also connectedMandan myths. The Robe bundle was said to contain a buffalo
robe said to have been worn by the Mandan culture hero known as Good Furred Robe, on which a
map of the world had been padtshowing the Missouri River as a huge snake and the hole through
which the people believed to have passed in reaching the earth, a carved wooden pipe with the heac
of a goose, a fox skin headdress, white sage, buffalo hide moccasins, a clay ponpfethkduee,

a gourd rattle, corn silk, three ears of corn each from a different variety, a strip of badger skin,
several blackbirds and onegrdere ad duckds head; a deer skull
squash, a sunflower head, and a robe madi fox hides (Bowers 1992:346).
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SCIENTIFICNAME Lynx rufus

FamiLy: Felidae

GENERALDESCRIPTION The bobcat is primarily af#®
sacred entity further associated with spirit bein \
for several Plains tribes.

TRADITIONALUSE See Folklore subseotn of this _‘
resource page.

FOLKLORE The Mandan and Plains Chippewa |

Cree consider the bobcat and lynx sacred and '\‘q
\'\*‘Lk‘

the latter group, theanimals are said to represer#s
a water spirit Zedeno et al. 2006:148).

Bobcat. Photo Credit: National Pak Service
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COYOTE

SCIENTIFICNAME Canis latrans

FamiLy: Canidae

GENERALDESCRIPTION Coyotes are considerel
powerful spirits, are often associated with orig
myths, and figure in the ceremonies associa
with sacred eagle trapping rfd°lains tribes.
They are also included in the contests of sac
bundles and used as medicine. Though rar
eaten, coyotes were hunted and trapped for tk
meat, skins, heads, and tails.

TRADITIONALUSE The Assiniboine hunted and
trapped small game ihding the coyote. Parts
of the coyote may have been eaten or used
clothing and ornaments or in rituals and for

other ceremonial purposesnimal parts used irCrow medicine bundles and analyzed by
Wildschut (1975) include coyote skins and tails amorany other types of faunAdditionally,

coyotes were noted as important medicine animalSioy consultantsThe coyote is referenced

in the eagle trapping ceremonies of Blackfeet Their general eagle trapping practices included
digging a hole, covérg it, and using bait to attract the eagles, while performing medicine songs
associated with coyote. The coyote was at times used as bait (McClintock 1999:428). For more
information on the coyoteds rel ati osubshctiop t o
of this page unddvlandan andHidatsa.

Coyote. Photo Credit: National Park Servict

FOLKLORE ANIBUNDLES The coyote is also associated with creation and origin stories Gfdhe

Old Man Coyote is credited with giving knowledge of the buffalo jump to the Crow and coyote is
instrumentalin the creation of many animals. Crow consultants report the presence of coyote at
Wind Canyon during a previous park visit and a consultant later details the story of the Creator and
coyote in an interview at the Knife River Indiaiil&ges(Zedeno et al. 2006:200201, 241245):

fiThere was a time when it rained 100 nights. The Creator found two ducks who
were equal; he sent them to find mud. The first duck went and found no mud. The
second duck went and found no mud. He sent the firstajaik; it took a long

time, but when the duck came back he had mucus and dirt under the bill. The Creator
mixed them and put it in water to make mud. The ducks wanted to leave, but there
was no water back home. Coyote came into the picture and danceuldattos
ducks. Coyote wanted company and so the Creator made animals and humans, all
mal e, from mud?é
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eAfter a while Coyote became | ustful. He
Creator made females, but since they were equal he put a garter beltalagém

restrict their abilities. They reproduced and along came the clan system, in this way.
Coyote (whose name was Sore Lip) first ca
is your name?0 AChipmunk! 0 He asked agai:-
sai d,wifitth v@nakes. 0 Then he asked the prai
And he responded, Al scare animals. 0 So
groups. He named twelve groups, of which three are extinct. The thirteenth group

was ASore LClgndo or Coyote

As for the use of coyote in sacred bundles ofHldatsa, the warfarerelated Wolf bundles of the
Awaxawi, closely associated with the Missouri River bundles otaedan, include the animal

in their contents. The Wolf bundles contain coyote arvithich are thought to represent warring
scouts. One of the Wolf bundles, the Sunrise Wolf bundle contained a coyote cap decorated with
two raven feathers, four coyote manes with feet attached to be worn as manacles, a wolf hide, two
canes with four darktsps (made of chokecherry wood), red grass, and a buffalo SaNdrs

1992.

Trapping complexes associated with the capture of eagles ahean andHidatsa (Wilson

1928:99 245) are nearly indistinguishable from one another. Coyote are among thalsani
represented in bundles associated with this
black bear, coyote, snake, buffalo, and young éaglespirits that contributed to the power of the
bundle. Old Black Bear contributed numerous songth®lodge, the sweatlodge, the bait, the pit,

the snare, the goose, the swan, the little bear, and the bear. Coyote, eagle, and buffalo each
contributed one song [to the power of the bundle]o (Zedeno et al. 2006:7i778).

In addition to the inclusion ohe coyote in sacred bunddahe ChippewaCreec onsi der ed
coyote a spirit being. Specifically, coyote was atrickster (Zedeno et al. 2006:148).
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ScIENTIFICNAME Grus canadensis

FamiLy: Gruidae

GENERAL DESCRIPTION The use of the
crane is prnarily a sacred one for the
Three Affiliated Tribes of Theodore
Roosevelt National Park.

TRADITIONAL USE See Folklore
subsection of this page.

FOLKLORE ANDBUNDLES The bundle of
the Old Woman Who Never Dies, deit. &
of all vegetation, contains elements ¢ S ) YU Al
the crane. Although the bundle is ¢ Sandhill Crane. Photo Credit: National Park Servict
Hidatsa origin, it is a fairly widespread

bundle and for th&andan, the bundle is associated with the Goose Society. The principal bundle
of the Mandan contained representative items that included corn, beans, pwupkower, elk,
deer, bear, dog, blackbird, goose, duck, and crane (Bowers 19624534

Not only is the crane associated with the ceremonies for growing corn and other produce, but it is
also linked to the harvest of a sacred r&averalBlackfoot stories relate how a crane came to a
young woman to show her how to dig the fAsacr
a Asacred turnipo ( W womaneho livadirdthe Bky with helr hugb&nd,8 : 5
Morning Star, was warned bize Moon not to pick a large turnip; however, she became curious
about it one day and tried to dig the root (McClintock@994).When her digging stick became
stuck in the ground, the Crane showed the woman how to correctly use her diggframstiekitt

her certain songs to sing as she dug and picked the tlimrgmother story about the Medicine
Bonnet, a woman was visited by an elk who called on many other animals to give her power; the
crane offered the use of his bill to dig the sacred turni@f@oman to use as medicine (Wissler

and Duvall 1908:834). The sacred turnip digger is always tied to the Medicine Case of the
Blackfeet, which contains the Medicine Bonnet given to the woman by the elk (McClintock
1910:500)

The crane sometimes has asatiens with war, and it is referenced by several sources as a vicious
natured bird that is prone to attack, according to the Scarface story Bfattlidoat (Grinnell
1920:100; Wissler and Duvall 1908:68)edicine-crow, o n e L oinvormeardiss redeieeg a
vision of a crane after going out into the prairie to mourn and fast for a friend who had been killed

2 In some versions the crane offers its beak for the woman in the sky to dig out the sacred turnip.
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recently in battle (Lowie 1919:164; Lowie 1922b:340he crane appeared to Medicia®w with

a fresh scalp around its neck, and near the bird was a bush full of ripe chteriedieved that he

would avenge his frierid death during the season when the cherries were as ripe as his vision, and
indeed he #led a Dakota during that seasdile also bought crane power from another man to
strengthen the power he already had, and went on to become a leaderTihenBllackfeet word

forthe cranesikam 1 s used al so i n tsikenokskatrtossigrafy tiemwayn ni n
that a war scout runs in a zigzag pattern likeame Blackfoot consultant, 2011).

The Sandhill crane was mentioned byAssiniboine consultant (2013) as culturally significant.

The reddisHbrown (rufous) coloring of theasdhill crane Grus canadens)ds explained through

the Assiniboinestory of the Crane and the Otter. Otter was asked by a naotes to watch over

her son while she flew south, as he was yet too weak tbiftywe v e r Osni 6 (Col
winter, killing Otter and kidnapping the young crane to his hdrhe. crane was fordgto stoke

Osni 6s fire wit dthehfiredo bbrm Hislback amdh give his skimious @lor

which persists today. The sandhithoe has a red crown andaus coloring on its wings, especially

in juveniles where it is especially pronounced on the head, neck, and back (Sterry and Small
2009:112).

The crane is known to have brought about the existence of four seasons ,|a@etooding to
Assiniboinetraditions MWP 1942:30) Whereas there had previously been only sgasons each

year after Inkteni and his animal helpers stole summer, the headmen of the Assiniboine decided
that cranes should carry summer back and forth as they mignagedhe yearWhen men took
summer south with them, they travelled so quickly that winter came on quickly with stark contrast
to summer; however, cranes were the first of the migratory birds to go south, and they moved
gradually southward with many stoplerag the way to feed. Winter would follow them as they
moved slowly southward, and that transitional time would be céli#&bd Pdanyedu As the
cranes returned northward, plants and animals would show signs that summer was on its way back;
this time wagal e @ringod Wedu In another version of this Assiniboine story, Frog travels east

to find spring and then wraps it into a bundle and sends itedoatks of two cranes to bringring

to the West (Denig 2000:220).

191



SCIENTIFICNAME Corwis bradiyrhynchos

FamiLy. Corvidae

GENERALDESCRIPTION The crow is considered sacre
and serves medicinal purposes for some Plains tril
At times the crow is associated with origin myt
vision quests, dreams, and personal idemtigking
ceremonies.

TRADITONAL USE Blood elders remarked of the
presence and importance of the crow along
numerous other animals. They stated that anim
animal power, and ways to approach significe
animals are all learned in vision quests, dreams,
through initiationin the bundle groups and religiou

societies. Vision quest sites are noted in the park.

Significant animals mentioned by the consultants, include bison, golden eagle, Wwetyeabbit,
kit fox, crow, dove, raven, rattle snalendlizard (Zedeno et al. 2006:263).

Crow. Photo Credit: National Park Service

FOLKLORE ANCBUNDLES Several birds including the crow, loon, and kingfisher figure prominently

in the origin stories of th€hippewa-Cree (Dusenberry 1962).
Crow are represented in the Beaver bundle oBthekfeet A Blackfoot consultant stated (2012):

fiThe crowor raven has a hairpiece, the whole body, and the Beaver Bundgeitgio

the person, the ownelt lends that hairpiece out. They tie it to their hair. And as they
areriding through enemy country, that bird pecks their head. It helps them to be alert,
finding the enemiesé.

For more information on the Beaver bundle see the Beaver resourceAtsagesee the Raven
resource page as it is also relevant for understandegignificant of the Crow.

192



DEER

SCIENTIFIC NAME  Odocoileus
hemionus

FamiLy: Cervidae

GENERAL DESCRIPTION Mule and
white-tailed deer are all found in
Theodore Roosevelt National Parf®
however, mule deer are mor
prevalent than whitgailed deer in B
THRO as most of the terrain ig :
uplands Deer were utilized for i+ b e A
utilitarian,  medicinal, sacred . SNy AMSEAS o oS-
mythical, and ritualistic purposef = bl bad kit Dkt ¥ ARV B
but they primari|y served a White-tailed Deer. Photo Credit: National Park Servict
important food and clothing

sources for Plains tribes. For some groups hunting deer was a geaddrspecialized activity
relegated to men and young boys. Once deer were procured their skin, hair, sinews, skull, antlers,
and flesh were purposed in a variety of ways.

TRADITIONALUSE Deer along with buffalo, elk, and pronghorn antelope were importat f
resources for thBlackfeet TheHidatsa hunted mule deer and, less frequently, whdited deer,
pursuing them in the forested areas of the Badlands (Weitzner 1975)-tefleideand mule deer
were a significant food resource for thekara and werehunted often.

Deer was a staple food for thessiniboine especially in times when buffalo were scarce. Hunting
deer successfully required knowledge and was rewarded with power. Denig (2000:142) describes
deer hunting as a skillful art, the hunter requrskill in tracking, stealth, and marksmanship, as

well as intimate knowledge of the habits of the deer. Deer Society members possessed a hunting
charm made of the éshort prong of a deer hor
to the hunteallowing him to bring home deer meat.

Deer are among the most important animals for subsistence am@mihe A Hunt i ng was
a masculine activity. Voget (2001:698) points outthaCrowu s ed t he Asurround,
and impoundment methadls when f el | i ng bi smdividual dusteng methedea d e
could also be employed, especially for deer. Hunters would sometimes wear buckskin masks with
horns to disguise themselves while stalking deer at watering holes (Lowie 1956:72)nDeer a
antelope were also driven into corrals, but Lowie (1935:72) noted that it was done on level ground.
Ceremony, prayer, and ritual preceded and accompanied such endeavors.
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Deer were trapped by th®landan following the introduction of the horse on the iRfa
Households kept game pits or traps that were privately owned by the old people. Wolves, deer, elk,
and buffalo were subsequently caught in these traps (Bowers 2004:97).

Along with procuring deer, activities surrounding the processing of their hide®ted among the
Crow. Antelope and deerskin were sometimes smoked; the women would make a smdikdome
structure over a smoldering fire of rotten wood, and place the skins over the framework. Often
times the rotten wood was willow. Smoked skins reslistardening when dried if they were then
exposed to wetness (Lowie 1956:78).

Buckskin, made from tanned deer hides, was diversely used for personal adornment among the
Assiniboine. Members of the Fort Belknapp tribe noted that specific crystals fourteodore
Roosevelt National Park were used for lightening such deer hides during processing because the
scouring properties they possesééetieno et al. 2006:256). Additional utilitarian uses among the
Assiniboine included stuffing deer hair in saddlesng 1942:140).

FOLKLORE ANDBUNDLES Deer are included as significant players in origin stories and medicinal
ceremonies and they are often present in the sacred bundles of tribes known to occupy areas of
Theodore Roosevelt National Park. For exampdey teer came to be is explained in dwikara

origin story that details the Arikara people encountering a large and dense forest through which
they crossed with prayer and exertion. Those beings that could not cross in time today remain forest
dwellers and deer are among these animals (Zedeno et al. 2006:97).

Deer were powerful medicine for ti@gow. The hair of the mule deer and the skin and sinews of
white-tailed deer are included in their medicine bundles (Wildschut 1975). A Crow consultant
spoke of &sting and obtaining deer medicine during a visit to the north uhhieddore Roosevelt
National Parlkstating(Zedeno et al. 2006:245246)

ASome people got deer medicine. Li ke when
get the medicine from thempfm t hese ani mals. They donot
to earn it. Earn the medicine. You canot

to you or they show you, they teach you how to use it. They pass it on to you; we

always say they passitontous That 6s why they got to tea
things that theydre scared of |ike the wc
that you are not supposed to esat. Thereods

A member of theStanding Rock Siouxtribe who visitedTheodore Roosevelt National Park
2004 and noted the significant power of the
different medicine; for example, thiaule deeris a mystical animal and has a lot of power and
protective mediine; he can move a rock with his antler. There is arggytype of deer that has a
black stripe around or across the eyes; it is better not to look at itd (Zedeno et al. 2006:250).

Deer are included in numerous bundles ofMendan. They are represented in the Sacred Robe
and Good Furred Robe bundles af tfiandan. These bundles are associated with the culture hero
Good Furred Robe and corn and planting ceremonies. A -tetiiégel deer skull with attached
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antl ers are among bot h b urDddraléong with aumereus otrer ( B «
flora and faina, are represented in the Old Woman Who Never Dies bundle. Associated with the
Goose Society of the Mandan, the bundle is actually of Hidatsa origin but shared association exists
among the Hidatsa and Mandan. This bundle represents cyclical fertilityhoe ear t hd s
vegetation (Bowers 1992:332,34845).

In addition to the Mandan bundles, deer are represented in several sacred bundleigdatshe

namely those that are concerned with plant use and hunting or warring. The Robe bundle, derived
from origin stories of thévlandan culture hero Good Furred Robe, contained a deer skull on which

the bundle was meant to be rested after its opening. Deer are also included in the Grizzly Bear
bundles which were used to enhance power, ensnare enemies, andfiaeplose to villages.

Sacred arrows were also associated with the Grizzly Bear bundle myth. These arrows (one red and
one black), a bear hide, parts of buffalo, bear, elk, deer, and dog; a rattle with owl skin cover and

decorated with raven feathers, iteheagle down, and a snare made of a vine (unknown kind) for

the enemy were among the contents of this bundle (Bowers 199358)8
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FamILY: Anatidae

GENERALDESCRIPTIONDuUE to its location
along their major migratory flyway,
large variety ofducks and waterfowl gz
inhabit areas of Theodore Roosevg
National Park.Additionally, the nearby
prairie pothole region is a major ducf :
breeding groundducks were trapped an g =
eaten by Plains tribes, their then feathe®
flesh, and heads serving utilitariaand
ritualistic purposes. However, ducks a
more prevalent and perhaps significa = = :
in their representations as, an’ Wood Duck. Photo Credit: National Park Service

associations with, symbolic and sacrt
entities.

TRADITIONAL USE The Assiniboine hunted and trapped small animals for food, clothing,
ornaments, rituals, and other purposes. Ducks for instance, were snatched from the water by hand
(Long 1942:168165).

Among theHidatsa, bird trapping was a task usually given to young males and children (Weitzner
1979:197198). However, migratory birds, ctuding geese and numerous species of ducks, were
captured by adults (Wilson 1928:239). Duck feathers were used in the process of making arrows.
They were prepared and split before fletchi
1979:240242). Eate feathers were preferred but because they were rather expensive, poorer men
used duck, goose, or hawk feathers for arrowshafts. The Hidatsa also used the feathers and beak:
of the mallard, teal, and ot her duwdektserstarml ma k
paints figured prominently in war customs of the Hidatsa and were used in doctoring (Weitzner
1979).

FOLKLORE ANCBUNDLES Birds and more specifically, ducks are included in the sacred and medicine
bundles of th&Crow, Hidatsa, Mandan, andBlackfoat. For example, one Crow medicine bundle
contains a society pipestem on which the head of a duck is carved (Wildschut 1975).

Ducks are represented in the sacred bundles oHitigtsa and Mandan bundle. Namely the
bundle associated with Old Womarh@/Never Dies. This figure is the deity of all vegetation, and
watched over the return of the leaves in spring, the ripening of the berries in the summer, and the
gardens. fAln the principal bundle of &aduek Hi d
head carved on the stem representing the change of seasons, two sacred clay pots representing wat:
and snakes, a fox skin headdress, white sage, a circular drum decorated with bird tracks, and
whistles made of stalks (Bowers 1992:8344 5A) greérthead duck is also noted in the contents
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of the closely related Robe Bundle. This bundle is also associated wiBotdse Society of the
Mandan. The Mandan bundle contains representative items of corn, beans, pumpkin, sunflower,
elk, deer, bear, dog, blduikd, goose, duck, and crane.

OtherMandan bundles containing duck parts are associated with planting and corn ceremonies.
For instance, duck heads are found in the bundle representing Good Furred Robe and two other
mythical persons. The Sacred Robe burdietained a mallard heaBqwers2004:184).

Lastly, ducks are among the animals commonly represented in the Beaver Bund@&adkfeet
Animals include the beaver, otter, badger, meadowlark, loon, magpie, mallard, lynx, wolverine,
fox, woodpecker, clkadee, crow, dog, moose, frog, and buffalo (McClintock 199911T3).
Blackfoot consultantg2012)repeatedly make references to the significance of various species of
waterfowl. They stated that duck eggs were a faddreceremonially during feasBudks were

round up with fire to be hunted, and their eggs collected.
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SCIENTIFICNAME Cervus elaphus

FamiLy: Cervidae

GENERAL DescriPTION Elk, also
known by their indigenous namd
Wapiti, are ethnohistorically
referenced as an important foo
sourcefor most tribes known to
have used the Theodore Roosev _
National Park area. In addition, el Es&”
figure prominently in the oral
traditions of tribes, namely theg %
Crow. They are included in the
contents of numerous sacre

bundles and have specialized knowledgsociated with their procurement. All parts of the elk
were used either for food, as clothing, and for medicinal or ritual purposes.

TRADITIONALUSE Elk are among the animals commonly hunted for food byBtaekfeet They

are also considered a statysmb ol and associated with sexual
sign of wealth, and the wives of hunters pro
to their dance costumes (Zedeno et al. 2006:185).

Crow methods for hunting elk invobd surrounding them, pushing them toward a precipice jump,
and impounding them below (Voget 2001:698). EIk meat, smoked hides, bone and antler were
utilized and fashioned into strong bows, and rawhide bags for storage of pounded and dried meat.
Lowie (1922222) also notes a whip stock made of elk antler (Lowie 1956:75).

Elk also served as an important food source for Maadan and were hunted and trapped.
AHouseholds kept game pits or traps even aft
owned by the old people; wolves, deer, elk and even buffalo were caughtihes e pi t s o
2004:97).

The Assiniboine used elk for general subsistence and hunted them by tracking their footprints in
winter snows or waiting for them by watering holes inghenmer. EIk hunting is done by parties

of men on foot (Denig 2000) . ALarge numbers
of the Yellowstone and the Missouri Rivers. Parties of men would locate a herd and fire upon them.
Elk could also be huntesingle with the same precautions as that of hunting deer (Denig 2000:143)
Elk horn could be used to make whip stocks. Women made hide scrapping tools by attaching stone
t o hor n Theaipsidfelk Boén were sometimes fastened to one end of a bmewsed as

a kind of bayonet (Denig 2000:149).0 Their h
decorated the most valwuable of womends bucks
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FoLKLORE ANCBUNDLES Elk are included in the oral traditions of the Craaweell as their medicine
bundles. EIk are among the animals said to have taughtritwe to trap in the past. Certain
landforms found at Theodore Roosevelt National Park represent the houses of those first animals.
In 2004(Zedeno et al. 2006:241):

ACrow consultants told that there are many sacred landmarks in and around the

park that have or i giThebustéesamunatbe parkareahehed t o
houses of the original animals, which were much larger than they are tatay.
eagleandblack bearwho taught people who to tragagleslive thered

The consultants also remar ked oAlotoflguysusedtdoi ci n
be stron@ (Zedeno et al. 2006:245Medicine bundles of th€row include represntative items of

elk and oftetimes, love medicine robesere fashioned fromelk skin specifically These robes

were madeccording to visions of the elk (Wildschut 1975).

As for sacredundlesglk are represented in thiedatsa andMandan bundles associated with Old
Woman Who Never Dies and the closely related Robe bundle. The Grizzly Bear bundle, related to
personal and origistories of the Hidatsa, includes elk in its contents. AntbegMandan, the

Sacred Robe contains a strip of elk hide. A second bundle, one that is associated with Good Furred
Robe, a culture hero of the Mandan, contains an elk skin robe. These bundles are integral in planting
andcorn ceremonies (Bowers 2004).

LocaTioON WITHIN THE PARK Consultants fronfort Belknap, including a member of the Gros
Ventre and Assiniboine tribes, visited the park in 2004. They noted the presence of elk tracks near
the Buffalo Jump site in the south unit of the park (Zedeno et al. 206:256).According to a 2004
interview with members of th€hree Affiliated Tribes (Mandan, Arikara, and Hidatsa), they are

in regular contact with officials at Theodore Roosevelt National Park regarding the management of
elk within the park units (Zedeno et al. 2006:240)Dialogueconcerning elk managemesttould

remain opemwith the tribes
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BLACK-FOOTEDFERRET

SCIENTIFICNAME Mustela nigripes
FAmILY. Mustelidae

GENERALDESCRIPTIONWhile there are no) -
known blackfooted ferrets in North =
Dakota today, ey were present in the™
past and used by Native America .
groups.The ferret figures in the sacre( -
bundles of the Mandan and Hidatsa, tv
of the Tree Affiliated Tribes of Theodore¢ ., . -
Roosevelt National Park. :

TRADITIONAL USE See the Folklorefs

: . e T A .‘..--._ TSI L5y
subsection of thipage. Black-footed Ferret. Photo Credit: National Park Service

TN

FOLKLORE ANDBUNDLES The Mandan

andHidatsa share many bundles, one of which is the Big Bird bundle. The Big Bird bundle is
further associated with thentinder ceremonies of the Hidatsa and was said to contain a ferret skin
(Bowers 1992)Thisbund e cont ained one fisleep feathero
feather near its tail, a head feather and a claw feather; 12 bird sticks painted red; a bullsnake skin
representing the Grandfather in the Missouri River; a turtle shell, an otteadkimet skin, sage,

a wooden sword with an image of lightning on each side, a flint knife, rattles, and a wooden pipe.
The fAbird stickso were chokecherry sticks pali
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SPECIEINAME Vulpes

FamiLy: Canidae

GENERAL DescripTION Although
rarely eaten, foxes are hunted ar
trapped for their meat, skins, head;
and tail. Fox headdresses af
common and foxes figurel
prominently in many ceremoniaj
and bundle making activities/Z
Foxes are also consider medicine
and are sacred to many Plair
tribes.

TRADITIONALUSE TheAssiniboinewer e known t o hunt and eat f ox
atrap made of wooden stakes with a collapsing roof (Zedeno et a. 2006:134).

The use of foxes is noted in thignaling of warrior honors among thigdatsa. Kit fox tails along
with golden eagle feathers, used in combination with other elements such as scalps, weasels, raver
feathers, and minks figured in these honors (Weitzner 1979).

FOLKLORE ANDBUNDLES Blood consultants noted the importance of many animals including the
fox during a visit to the park in 2004

fAAnimals, animal power, and ways to approach them are all learned in vision
guests, dreams, and through initiation in the bundle groups and religioietieec
Significant animals [include] bison, golden eagle, beaweo|f, rabbit, kit fox,
crow, dove, raven, rattle snakandlizard. These animals may give power to people
and also have many songs,r&s, meanings and associatiobs

The association ainimalsand power is reifiedh the naming oBlackfoat social societies. One
such is the society of the Kit F§2012).

As for the use of foxes in sacred bundles, those dfliitlatsa andMandan contain headdresses

and robes. The Sacred Robe bundle oMlamdan contained a headdress of fox skins and a robe
made from fox hides among many other articles. The bundle representing Good Furred Robe also
contains a headdress of fox skins. These bundles are associated with planting ardecoonies
(Bowers 20@:184).

Additionally, a fox skin headdress is included in the contents oHitlatsa bundles associated
with Old Woman Who Never Dies (Bowers 1992:8345) and the closely related Robe Bundle.
The Robe Bundle also contains a robe made of kit fox skins.
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Foxes are among the animals represented in the Beaver bundleBddi¢ckéoat (2012) For more
information on the significance of the Beaver bundle see the beaver resource page of this report.
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FROGS ANDI OADS

SPECIEINAME Scaphiopus

FamiLy: Ranidae

GENERAL DESCRIPTION The skin or body
of a frog is associated with the
ceremonies of the sacred bundles of t
Hidatsa and the Blackfeet tribes.

TRADITIONALUSE Frog skins were useq
medicinally and for ritual purposes ags
detailed in the Folklore subsectiontbis
page.

FOLKLORE Frogs are among the animals I ¥ dh
represented in the Creek Bundles of tl Leopard Frog. Photo Credit: National Park Service
Awatixa and Awaxawi Klidatsa) . f

bundles were associated with spirits that resided in the tributaries of the Missouri River, and
particularly with the snake sai@ five in the Little Missouri River. The Creek Bundles were
propitious for good hunting. A complete bundle contained beaver fur and claws, otter skin, turtle
shell, buffalo skull, mink skin, dried frog, blackroot, peppermint, sage, cedakratiskin, and

wat er s n §Bowers 4992:38@). The contents of the Creek Bundles were similange of

the Thunder and Missouri Riveundles however songecompanyinghe Creek bundlesere
distinctive and had their own myth.

The power of various water spiritlscluding toads are captured by performing the ceremonies
associated with the Thunder Bundles of the Hiddsavers 1992:358

Lastly, frogs are among the animals included in the Beaver bundle Bfabkfoot. The toad is

also closely associated withettBlackfoot pipe bundle and bundle owner, who characteristically
wore his hair on a top knot to signify its association with the tBéatkfoot consultant, 2010).
Toads are also depicted in various items of Blackfoot manufacture, including parfleches and
tobacco containerg.or more information on the significance of the Beaver bundle see the beaver
resource page of this report.
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GOLDENEAGLE

SCIENTIFICNAME Aquila chrysaetos

FAMILY. Accipitridae

GENERAL DESCRIPTION Eagles are a
tremendous source obwer for many
Plains tribes and are noted in ma
origin  myths. Golden eagles are
regular, yearound residents of
THRO.They represent the spirit powe
of spirit beings and figure in prayer
and offerings, bundle making
medicine and healing, vision quies,
identity and society creation, and oth & —
sacred and ceremonial activities. Tl Golden eagle. Photo Credit: National Park Servic
most significant attributes of eagles aic

their feathers and claws; flesh is not documented as being consumed. Specialized eagle trapping
practices are associated with thielatsa andMandan in the park specifically but were practiced

by many Plains tribes. These tribes communicate a concern for continuetr@ajgileg in the park

and cite the significant connection of eagles to the Little Missouri River. For more infonnoati

the use of eagles see the Bald Eagkource page of this report.

TRADITIONALUSE Golden eagle feathers were used in various rituals and ceremonies associated
with theHidatsa, Mandan, Arikara, Crow, Blackfoaot, andAssiniboine For example, during

visit to Theodore Roosevelt National Park in 2004, member ofTtivee Affiliated Tribes

di scussed the significance, procurement, and
goldenand bald eagleswould be trapped; alsbawks The consultanéxplained that immature

golden eagles have white feathers with a black tip whereas the old ones have white strips on them,
and they are dark. The young bald eagles are speckled, particularly the tail feathers, but they become
white as they agé&edeno et al. 2006:238i 239}

fiThere are different uses for different feathers; for some things you use the tail
feathers, other things just the center feather, the straightest one. Fans from the
wings, too. All feathers have a spiritual reverence altiwern, each feather whether

it is young or old, even if it is a little tiny feather or a plume. The women mostly use
the plumes, they are all fluffed out and under the tail feathers. They used them for
naming ceremonies, all different things. First of &ky had to have the right to
wear the feather. That depends on what kind of lifestyle you lived, if you are a leader
of your people, if you are good at war; many years ago, it was usually war. Or, if
you did something really good for your tribe or in thibe, they would bestow an
eagle feather upon you. But nowadays it is not like that, they just buy the rights for
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it and then they just put it on these |it
eagle feather right, just the men. Women do not lia@eight to eagle feathers;
they do not have rights to smoke a pipe, the men would dbttiettwas ito

In Arikara ceremoniesg| den eagl es figured prominently a
were used in many ceremonies both corporate and @rdabeau specifically referred to the

gol den eagle as the fAcalumet birdodo, showing
times on the Missouri River, been associated directly with the pipe and with religious ceremonies.
Moreover, Tabeadescribed how the Arikara captured eagles by lying in a pit covered by brush,
and baited the eagles with the carcass of a rabbit or some another small prey. When the eagle
grabbed the prey, the hunter reached up to grab the bird (Abel 1839)9The acbf trapping an

eagle was a highly ritualized activity across the plains. The seeker must fast, pray and purify in a
sweat lodge before hunting teagle (Abel 1939:9M1). Representative items of eaglere also

a frequent presence in medicine bundles.

The Hidatsa used golden eagle feathers to signal warrior honors (Weitzner 1979) and the most
prominent feature iBlackfoat warrior bundles and war bonnets is the golden eagle feather. Eagle
trapping, practiced by the Blackfeet by digging a hole, coveringndl using bait to attract the
eagles, was accompanied by meagcsongs (McClintock 1999:428). The Blackfeet trapped eagles
to collect feathers; therefotepping is connected closely to warrior rituals as well as with society
rituals that require these of eagle feathers and bonnets. The Buffalo Woman Society is an example
of agroup that uses eagle feathers.

TheAssiniboineconsidered eagle feathers to be sacred and important to religion, ceremony, ritual
and society. Eagle tail feathers were usedecorate the stem of the sacred pipe, in making war
bonnets, and for flehing on arrows (Long 1942:486,151).

For theCrow eagles were trapped much in the same way as other plains tribes dgbldée

eagle specifically, is significant for Crow sockety, especially in ritual and ceremonial life
(Wildschut 1975). Eagle feathers were, and are today medicine. Their use as ornaments or in prayer
and ceremony was not taken lightly by the Crow. Some war bonnets were made of eagle feathers,
while dancers uskeagle feathers in their bustles, headdresses and other regalia. Eagle feathers may
also be seeadorninga sacred pipeAdditionally, insome ceremonies, a whistle made of an eagle
wing bone was blown. This whistle figures prominently in the Sun Dance.

Also significant was the use of golden eagle feathers in rituals that promoted successful hunting
among theHidatsa. The Hidatsa, who were opportunistic fishers, at times purchased fishing rights
from the Mandan. Once fish traps were built, sage bundbtbgaiden eagle feathers were used in

the rituals associated with them (Weitzner 1979:204, 210).

FOLKLORE ANDBUNDLES During a previous visit to Theodore Roosevelt National Park a member
of theStanding Rock Siouxtribe remarked that golden eagles wereyymwerful spirit animals,
much like the buffalo (Zedeno et al. 2006:250). They are included in the contents of several sacred
bundles for this reason.
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Golden eagle feathers are found inkhdatsa thunder bundle of BigBid . A Thi s bundl
one e@s If echthehgelded eagle as well as a white feather near its tail, a head feather and a
claw feather; 12 bird sticks painted red; a bullsnake skin representing the Grandfather in the
Missouri River; a turtle shell, an otter skin, a ferret skin, sageooden sword with an image of

l ightning on each si de, a flint knif e, ratt|
sticks painted in red and often decorated wi

LOCATIONWITHIN THE PARK Tribal memters fromFort Belknap (Assiniboine and Gros Venire
visited Theodore Roosevelt National Park in 2004 and noted the presence of golden eagles near the
Buffal o Jump si t e soutBuditBdedend 6t @ 200612568).h e par kds

Following a visit to the ark and the aforementioned Buffalo Jump site, members of the Blackfoot
speaking Blood tribe noted the significant association between golden eagles and ceremonies to
procure buffalo.The consultants also cited the golden eagle as having many songs, stories
associations, and meanings. Thetherstated(Zedeno et al. 2006:263, 260):

A[A]ll the resources needed for buffalo hunting were present in the area: springs,
wood, and ceremoni al resources,; there s
ceremony, and very few times that do not call for cereniimy presence of two

golden eagles near the site also contributed to their interpretations of the great
significance of buffalo jump sites in geakand this site in particulac

As stated members of tiidree Affiliated Tribes communicated a concern foontinued eagle
trapping in the park, recantirige significant connection of eaglesth® geographiesf the Little
Missouri River specifically Consult Murray (2009) for more information on contemporary
concerns and uses of eagles.
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NORTHERNPOCKETGOPHER

SCIENTIFIC NAME ~ Thomomys
talpoides

FAMILY. Geomyidae

GENERAL  DescripTioN  The
gopher is rarely mentioned in
ethnohistorical documents.
However, the gopher is a very
significant animal associated witt
healing.

—

TRADITIONALUSE Dirt from the
mounds of prairie dogs and
gophers was used medicinally bv
old men of theHidatsa. It shaild
be noted that prairie dogs and

gophers were not hunted by the Hidatsa (Zedeno et al. 2006:89).

FoLKLORE Crow consultants indicated that the gopher figures prominently in creation stories.

Pocket Gopher: Photo Credit: National Park Service
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