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Limerick landscape character area (and adjacent area)  
The Limerick location is a rugged residential locality of mixed character connected by a grid of 
streets (see Figure 3-49).  Some properties within the location convey a strong sense of history 
through their integrity and setting (as seen in Figure 3-50) while others introduce layers of 
varied land uses, building additions and landscape alterations unrelated to their historic 
character. 
 

 
Figure 3- 49:  Limerick Landscape Character Area 
 
In some areas vegetation screens new and modernized buildings that appear out of scale and 
inconsistent with the pattern of historic structures and landscape features.  Some properties 
have large mowed lawns resulting in open views that help to visually link spaces together.  
However, numerous non-historic landscape features relay a character different from  
that present historically.  Table 3-7 offers general characteristics of the individual streets within 
the area.  
 
The Limerick area is bordered by Campus Road, Lake Annie Road, U.S. 41, and Mine Rock 
Road.  It includes historic residential structures and landscape features including houses, a 
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church, roads, and remnants of the former Houghton County Traction Company street car route 
(see Figures 3-49 through 3-53).  The former route of the streetcar has been converted to a road 
in some areas and abandoned in others.  Non-historic elements present include large, metal-clad 
storage buildings, houses, a water tower compatible in design with its surroundings, and roads 
that vary in their width and surface material.  Vegetation includes Lombardy poplars that form  
distinct lines along portions of streets in the neighborhood.  Also present are apple trees, mature 
lilac, young lilac, fir, sumac, and maple.  The apples are sporadically spaced and do not 
spatially imply the locations of former orchards.  Herbaceous species identified on site include 
leadplant, yarrow, snowberry, goldenrod, aster, sweet pea, and Virginia creeper. 
 
At Streetcar Road the majority of the residences are historic, occupied, and in good condition 
(see Figure 3-51).  This is a small, dense, rural residential street with play areas, outbuildings 
(mostly non-historic) vegetable gardens, flower beds, lawn ornaments, and successional 
woodland vegetation surrounding mown lawns.   
 
Lake Annie Road is bordered on the north and south by dense wooded areas displaying a rural 
character (see Figure 3-52).  There are two historic houses at the intersection of Lake Annie and 
Mine Rock roads that are clad in aluminum siding.  Both are two story structures with gable 
roofs and extensive additions. 
 
Mine Rock Road extends southwest from Lake Annie Road (see Figure 3-53).  The eastern 
portion of the road is bordered on both sides by dense vegetation including mature apples trees, 
white pine, poplar, and buckthorn.  The vegetation opens to reveal a small cluster of houses 
surrounded by open areas of tall herbaceous species and scattered woody plants.  A cluster of 
homes at the southern end of the road includes ornamental side and backyards with camp sites, 
play areas and gardens. 
 

 
Figure 3- 50:  Company house at 157 Limerick Road (Emergency Address, 49841), 2006 (source: QEA) 
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Table 3-7:  Characteristics of Streets in Limerick 

Street Name Lane 
Width 

Surface 
Material  

Residential Character Utilities Vegetation character Other 
features 

Limerick Road Single  Asphalt Small scale mining 
homes, closely spaced, 
historic outbuildings 

Water tower Lombardy poplar and lilac 
flank the street and yards 

Road trace at 
Limerick and 
and First streets, 
views of  No 2. 

Streetcar Road Single Gravel or 
Paved 

Historic homes, grid not 
strong due to sites where 
homes are missing and 
have been replaced with 
volunteer vegetation 

Overhead 
electric (north 
block of road 
only) 

West side is woody with 
maples and box elder.  East 
side is open with lawns, 
canopy trees and shrubs.  
Pockets of woody 
vegetation are present. 

Five large 
painted 
boulders 

Mine Rock Road Single Gravel Mixed historic and non-
historic homes with new 
garage and home 
structures 

Overhead Mixed – successional 
woodlands to open fields 
with garden plots 

Large debris 
piles, open 
storage – some 
views to the 
northern 
horizon 

First Street Double Asphalt Non-historic east of 
Limerick, historic west of 
Limerick 

Overhead 
electric (east 
of Limerick 
Road) 

Herbaceous plants and 
shrubs with sporadic mixed 
woody growth including 
Lombardy poplar, apple, 
oak, box elder, cedar, pine 
and lilac 

Expansive 
views to the 
horizon from 
the west of 
Limerick 

Second Street Double Asphalt Mixed historic and non-
historic homes with new 
garage and home 
structures.  A church is 
visible from this area. 

Overhead 
electric 
crossings. 

Mown lawn and taller 
grasses near water tower, 
Ornamental vegetation near 
rectory and mature maples 
at west end of street 

View of 
Blacksmith shop 
and water 
tower, 
Contemporary 
street signs in 
area 

Third Street Double Asphalt & 
Gravel 

Non historic irregularly 
spaced residences with 
multiple non historic out 
buildings and additions 

Overhead Lombardy poplar, maple 
and lilac along north ROW, 
Areas of mown lawn on the 
south side and a mature 
spruce on the north 

Vacant lot on 
U.S. 41 and 
paved drive 
with ranch-style 
commercial 
building,  
View of 
smokestack east 
of U.S. 41 

Fourth Street Single Unpaved Non historic residential 
commercial along U.S. 41 

Overhead Moderately open character 
defined by successional 
vegetation and open lawns 

Open storage, 
parking area on 
U.S. 41, rock 
pile east of U.S. 
41 partially 
visible 

Fifth Street Double Paved Varied historic homes and 
associated outbuildings 

Overhead Informal plantings, 
successional woodlands 

Topographic 
relief on hilltop 
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Figure 3- 51:  North portion of Streetcar Road, facing North, 2006 (source:  QEA) 
 

 
Figure 3- 52:  View of houses north of Lake Annie Road from the Mine Rock Road intersection, 2006 
(source: QEA) 

 
Figure 3- 53:  South end of Mine Rock Road neighborhood, 2006 (source: QEA) 
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Hardscrabble landscape character area 
The Hardscrabble housing location is situated immediately north of Campus Drive and west of 
Limerick (see Figure 3-54).  Today this area is void of buildings.  The landscape has been 
disturbed by excavations and regrading.  Herbaceous vegetation and successional woody plants 
obscure former circulation routes and remnants of company housing (see Figure 3-55).  A few 
Lombardy poplar, lilacs, perennials and apple trees may be indicative of the previous domestic 
activities in this area as they help to delineate residential and circulation patterns.  The building 
foundations of Hardscrabble are only visible within thick pockets of vegetation.   
 
 

 
Figure 3- 54:  Hardscrabble Landscape Character Area 
  

Much of this area is now owned by the National Park Service.  The extensive alterations to the 
topography diminish the historical integrity of the landscape.  As a result the NPS does not 
currently invite the public to explore the ruins or provide a park experience.  Human use and 
impacts include regular unauthorized use by ATVs and other motorized vehicles.   
Impromptu ramps and trails have been built for ATV use in areas that may include 
archaeological resources.  The area has also been visited by artifact hunters who have excavated 
around ruins and former pit toilet sites.  Disturbed areas show clear evidence of broken 
ceramics and glassware, possibly dating to the period of habitation. 
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Figure 3- 55:  Hardscrabble area, 2006 (source: QEA)  
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Kowsit Lats Landscape Character Area  
The Kowsit Lats location is adjacent to Kowsit Lats Road, which extends to the east from U.S 41 
directly south of the Quincy Mine site (see Figures 3-56 through 3-61).  Today it includes four 
historic residences, the No. 7 engine house, the wood timber and frame covered water tank 
structure, and remnants of the rock house.  Roundhouse Road is built upon part of the historic 
alignment of a former railroad grade.  To the southeast of these elements is an area including 
non-historic residences and a house under construction at the time of the site visit.  This area 
includes views of the City of Houghton and Portage Lake.  A small gravel parking area near the 
intersection of Kowsit Lats Road and U.S. 41 is owned by the Michigan Department of 
Transportation.  Directly southeast of the parking area is a large storm drainage detention 
structure surrounded by mine rock. 

 
Figure 3- 56:   Kowsit Lats Landscape Character Area  
 

 
Figure 3- 57:  Kowsit Lats southern area, 2006 (source: QEA) 
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Figure 3- 58:  Looking west toward engine house on Roundhouse Road, 2006 (source: QEA) 
 

 
Figure 3- 59:  Looking east toward engine house on Roundhouse Road, 2006 (source: QEA) 
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Figure 3- 60:  Historic residence south of Roundhouse Road, 2006 (source:  QEA) 
 

 
Figure 3- 61:  View looking east on former railroad grade used by ATVs, 2006 (source: QEA) 
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Lower Pewabic Landscape Character Area 
As a historic housing location surrounded by woodlands the Lower Pewabic area has a 
rural/remote character that evokes a sense of history (see Figures 3-62 through 3-65).  Beyond 
the extant buildings are foundations that communicate the evenly spaced historic building 
patterns.  Unlike Hardscrabble, these foundations are very much intact and readily discerned 
among existing vegetation.  Their relatively undisturbed nature conveys a strong presence of 
the former residential location.  Views of the No. 2 shaft-rockhouse from throughout the 
company housing location convey a strong feeling of association with the mine site. 
 

 
Figure 3- 62:  Lower Pewabic Landscape Character Area  
  

This location is east of the No. 2 shaft-rockhouse.  It can be reached from U.S. 41 via Lower 
Pewabic Road.   Lower Pewabic includes three parallel streets that are generally oriented east-
west, and are connected on each end by shorter streets.  The east half of Lower Pewabic Street 
East is a paved road and it includes a row of evenly spaced two and a half story front end gable 
residences.  The collection of these houses, including their vernacular alterations and associated 
landscape elements, convey a strong sense of a historic company housing location.  Garages, 
sheds, fences, plantings and mowed areas all help to define property boundaries and 
communicate ownership in the housing location. 
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South Street is parallel to Lower Pewabic Street East and located to the south.  Like Lower 
Pewabic Street East, it includes a few evenly spaced two and a half story front end gable 
residences on the block furthest east.  To the west, and bordering First Street to the south, are  
foundations that mark the evenly spaced pattern of company housing that once existed here.  
From the foundations one can clearly view the houses along Lower Pewabic East Street, as well 
as the No. 2 shaft-rockhouse.  The remaining stone foundations convey the large size of this 
housing location.  Vegetation located among the foundations includes lilies, lilac, apple trees, 
Lombardy poplar, small red pines, and a variety of herbaceous species.  There are new street 
signs on some of the streets. 
 

  
Figure 3- 63:  Oblique view of Lower Pewabic, 2005 (source: Rob Wood, Wood Ronsaville Harlin, Inc.) 
 

 
Figure 3- 64:  View west toward No .2 shaft-rockhouse from Lower Pewabic, 2006 (source: QEA) 
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Figure 3- 65:  Lower Pewabic residences, 2006 (source: QEA)  
 

Coburntown Landscape Character Area

 

 
Figure 3- 66:  Coburntown Landscape Character Area  
Coburntown is located immediately east of and adjacent to the Quincy Unit boundary, Lower 
Pewabic and Franklin Tram Road (see Figure 3-66).  Coburntown is a residential area arranged 
on a grid pattern of narrow paved streets.  It retains a historic feeling, despite the presence of 
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several intrusions and alterations.  As noted earlier, this is a historic location, however it is not a 
company location. 
 
Quincy Street, in particular, has the feeling of a company town due to the regular rhythm of 
mining homes facing the street and their compact regular yards defined by hedges, fences, posts 
and arrangement of woodpiles or stored materials and outbuildings (see Figure 3-67).  
Foundation plantings of lilies, shrub roses, and other plants are present and often accompanied 
by lilacs and apple trees as specimens in the landscape.  Some of the apple trees are arranged in 
small orchardlike fashion and this is most visible in a garden between Franklin Tram Road and 
West Road.  Outbuildings are a common rear and side yard occurrence and typically serve as 
garages, saunas and garden/storage sheds. 
 
Infrastructure is visible in the form of overhead utilities on Quincy and Center Streets, and 
groups of mailboxes can be seen mounted on posts in some locations.  Northwest of First and 
Center Street is the Coburntown Ice Rink – a flat open grass lot featuring a shed and two poles 
that suspend lights to support seasonal recreation.   
 
Alterations to this historic setting include the introduction of modern construction materials, 
building additions, and road signs.   
 

 
Figure 3- 67:  Quincy Street in Coburntown, 2006 (source:  QEA) 
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Sing Sing Landscape Character Area 

 
Figure 3- 68:  Sing Sing Landscape Character Area 
 
The tiny location of Sing Sing is northwest of the Quincy dryhouse and southwest of 
Hardscrabble (see Figures 3-68 and 3-69).   The historic company housing is settled around an 
irregular, two lane, asphalt road alignment.  This is a contrast to other housing locations that 
were built upon the traditional street grid settlement pattern.  The area includes a small 
collection of historic homes that are arranged perpendicular and parallel to the roads and 
feature varied front yard setbacks and lot sizes.  The two streets are No. 2 Road and Sing Sing 
Road.  The buildings on No. 2 Road have been altered while the buildings on Sing Sing Road 
are intact.  Spacing is intermittent with obvious gaps between homes (where former houses 
have been removed) filled by woodlands.  Residential lots typically appear as approximately 
rectangular areas, including a residential structure and associated landscape features, cleared 
from the surrounding woods.  The orderly appearance of the location is supported by regular 
mowing but lots are less defined by fences and plantings than they are in other historic housing 
locations. 
 
Landscape features include small outbuildings, wood piles, building foundations and 
ornamental plantings.  Small outbuildings are typically no larger than 200 square feet and 
primarily used as garages, saunas and sheds.  Wood piles for residential heating appear in two 
forms: neatly stacked and  arranged in rows along a property boundary, or piled in mounds, for 
future stacking or use.  Ornamental plantings are sparse but include apple trees or an occasional 
grouping of lilies.  Other vegetation includes mixed successional woodland species of maples, 
poplars and a few spruce and pines.  The historic streetcar route passed through this area, the 
grade is apparent in some locations.   
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The nearby Raasio Road includes several newer homes that appear inconsistent with the 
character of the historic Sing Sing structures.  Their spacing, setbacks and angled site 
arrangement combined with contemporary residential forms, massing, low sloped roofs, and 
the presence of modern materials, highlight their presence as recent additions to the landscape. 
 

 
Figure 3- 69:  Baakko Residence at 19742 Sing Sing Road, 2006 (source: QEA) 
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Frenchtown Landscape Character Area  

 
Figure 3- 70:  Frenchtown Landscape Character Area  

Frenchtown is a small, thickly wooded housing location on Frenchtown Road.  The area is 
located northwest of the intersection of Frenchtown Road and U.S. 41 and northeast of the 
Superintendent’s residence (see Figures 3-70 and 3-71).  Frenchtown Road is a two lane asphalt 
road that connects Sing Sing and Raasio Road to Quincy’s mine surface works.  Three historic 
residences, larger than most worker housing built by Quincy, are located on the north side of 
the road and share similar lot size, orientation and front yard setback.  Across the street are 
small outbuildings used as garages and storage sheds.  The homes are surrounded by woodland 
vegetation including several mature maples, ash, poplar, arborvitae, viburnum and an 
occasional spruce.  Traveling Frenchtown Road toward the mine presents a dramatic view of 
the Huron Mountains beyond Keweenaw Bay on the horizon.  The historic road trace of County 
Road is evident between U.S. 41 and Frenchtown.  South of the intersection of Frenchtown road 
and U.S. 41 is a vacant mine captain’s home that remains with few alterations and displays high 
integrity, including the mature shade trees presumed to be from the period of occupation (see 
Figure 3-71).   
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Figure 3- 71:  Mine Captain’s home in Frenchtown, south corner U.S.  41 and Frenchtown Road, 2006 
(source:  QEA) 
 
To the north is a slightly smaller structure that once housed Quincy’s assay office but is now a 
residence.  The exterior of this structure has been altered within the last ten years, vinyl siding 
and a metal roof have been added.  Modern windows and doors have replaced the originals 
and adjusted their openings.   
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Ripley Landscape Character Area 
 
This housing location is located on the slope north of M-26 (see Figures 3-72 through 3-74).  It 
includes historic homes and some recently constructed residences.  Due to the steep 
topography, many of the properties in this area are built upon cut or fill sections reinforced by 
retaining walls.  These walls are characteristically constructed of poor rock masonry or concrete.  
Some have thin veneers of mortar applied to them or have been painted to modify their 
appearance. 
 

 
Figure 3- 72:  Ripley Landscape Character Area  
 
The historic Ripley school is located at the east unit boundary, west of existing housing.  The 
school has been converted into apartments and reinforces the historic character of the adjacent 
neighborhood, and provides a strong architectural centerpiece for neighbors. 
 
Ripley is built around a compact grid system of streets oriented north-south and east-west.  The 
homes and lots are compact and establish an urban character with their evenly spaced, 
uniformly shallow, front yard setbacks flanking narrow asphalt roads.  Where garages or 
outbuildings are present they occupy a small portion of the site and are typically detached.  
Landscape features include decorative fences, wooden posts, woodpiles, and ornamental 
plantings including hedges, foundation plantings, vegetable and flower gardens and shade 
trees. 
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Figure 3- 73:  Looking northwest toward former historic Ripley school, converted to apartments, 2006 
(source:  QEA) 

 
Figure 3- 74:  Ripley historic residence, 2006 (source:  QEA DSC06703) 
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South Quincy  Landscape Character Area 

 Figure 3- 75:  South Quincy Landscape Character Areas 
 
Opposite the Houghton County Road Commission, Quincy Smelting Works and Julio 
contracting sites, South Quincy is made up of two character types:  the Maple Street Area in the 
southeast corner of the site, and the Pewabic Street area around which the rest of the site is 
oriented (see Figure 3-75).  At Maple Street homes are uniformly spaced and accessed from the 
rear yard with a consistent setback from the street.  The facades face Portage Lake and the 
smelter site, providing views of Houghton.  The buildings are situated on the crest of a steep 
slope giving the perception of practically sitting on top of the smelter site.   
 
The Pewabic Street area is loosely organized around the loop road in an irregular pattern that 
responds to the steep topography.  The narrow roads in this area are rough, including steep 
gravel slopes and heavily patched asphalt.  Erosion is evident along the sides of the highly 
crowned travel routes.  Varied residential setbacks and orientations to the road, combined with 
limited sight distance while traveling and steep grades, make first time visitors to this housing 
location hesitate, especially in winter.  A few homes along Pewabic Street feature new additions 
and garages.  Landscape features appear less obvious here as the area is dominated by the 
surrounding woodland vegetation containing ash and maples with ferns and thimbleberries 
readily apparent at the roadside.  Woodpiles and ornamental plantings, including foundation 
plantings and the introduction of spruce, balsam and cedar, are also present. 
 
Along M-26 within this landscape character area, a few commercial properties appear out of 
scale and character with the historic nature of the area primarily due to their building forms, 
scale, and materials.  Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) is interested in 
realigning M-26 in this area, as there have been some accidents.  

Maple 
Street Area 
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Mesnard Landscape Character Area 

 
Figure 3- 76:  Mesnard Landscape Character Area   

Once the northern residential housing location for Quincy, this area is separated from U.S. 41 by 
dense successional vegetation along Mesnard Street, a two lane paved road (see Figure 3-76).  
Historically the neighborhood included three rows of housing arranged in a traditional grid 
pattern.  Today all of the residences are located on the east side of Mesnard Street.  Three 
historic company homes at the north end of the road are visible from U.S. 41 during winter 
months when the deciduous plants have lost their leaves.  These have consistent front yard 
setbacks and outbuildings that serve as garages. 
 
At the south end of the road smaller historic homes and their vernacular additions and 
alterations still mark the even spacing and arrangement of an earlier time.  Some attached 
garages and additions disguise the otherwise simple gabled roofed company homes that 
fronted Mesnard Street.  Landscape features are modest with occasional ornamental plantings 
of lilac, evergreens or shade trees and mown lawns surrounding the dwellings. 
 
Between these areas, and to the east, the housing location is heavily altered.  Most of the homes 
in this area have been demolished, including their foundations.  Schaaf Estates, mobile homes, 
and new construction exist on multiple lots, with spacing and arrangement inconsistent with 
the settlement patterns apparent at either end of the housing location.  There are gaps between 
dwellings that contain  mowed lawn or unmaintained volunteer vegetation.  A 1916 water 
tower exists to the east of the housing location.  Landscape features include a wooded area to 
the west, between U.S. 41 and Mesnard Street.  Wood piles and a few trees are also present. 
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Views from Mesnard to the south include the watertower at Limerick, the No. 8 headframe, and 
the No. 2 Shaftrock house.  Overhead utility lines and utility poles are present at the west side 
of Mesnard Street. 

 

Newtown Landscape Character Area 
 

 
Figure 3- 77:   Newtown Landscape Character Area  
 
A small housing location located at the eastern end of Franklin Tram Road, Newtown consists 
of two gravel roads oriented east-west and connected at each end (see Figure 3-77).  Numbered 
as a continuation of Coburntown, this arrangement of streets forms a loop with historic worker 
housing.  The area is compact, orderly and presents a remote feeling due to its separation from 
the Quincy mine surface works and contemporary intrusions.  Third Street features one historic 
residence while Fourth Street has five saltbox dwellings interrupted by one modern dwelling.  
The modern structure is set back well away from the other structures on Fourth Street.  
 
Landscape features include small outbuildings used for garages, sheds and saunas, woodpiles 
and ornamental and garden plantings.  Apple trees are abundant along the side of the road and 
lilacs are present.  Historic Lombardy poplars highlight a gap in housing on the south side of 
Fourth Street where they frame the view of the previously mentioned large modern dwelling.  
At the end of the street a garden is visible adjacent to a modern two car garage. 
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Figure 3- 78:  Landscape Character Type 3:  Non-Historic and Adjacent Land Uses 
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Landscape Character Type 3 – Non-Historic Land Uses 
 
Figure 3-78 provides an overview of the character areas discussed in this section. 

Hancock landscape character area (adjacent to unit boundary)  
Although Hancock grew from the roots of the Quincy Mining Company, the community 
eventually separated and now stands as a distinct landscape character area with the former 
historic “Quincy Tram Road” corridor overlaid.   Located on the northern shore of Portage 
Lake, Hancock is situated along the southern slope of Quincy Hill.   It  has a population of 
approximately 4500 residents.  While historic remnants of the copper mining period are evident, 
the city has also experienced development and growth in recent decades.  As a result, the 
overall character of Hancock is a mixture of historic and contemporary with numerous retail, 
business, and educational services.  Recent developments include a hotel on the waterfront, 
rehabilitation of the Scott Hotel, a new city fire hall, high school, hospital and suburban 
residential developments.  New residential neighborhoods are non-historic while some areas, 
like East Hancock, continue to convey a strong historic character.  Currently the waterfront is 
being developed with various townhouse and condominium projects that do not reinforce the 
historic community character or mining heritage.   

Portage Lake Overlook landscape character area 
A parcel of land adjacent to the southeastern side of U.S. 41 at the southwestern corner of the 
Quincy Unit is owned by MDOT.  This property includes a Portage Lake overlook with room 
for vehicles to pull off the road.  Here, motorists encounter signs about the geology and history 
of the area.  The overlook is situated at the brow of the hill and serves as a stopping point for 
many visitors to the region.  Views from this point encompass the Portage Lake Waterway, the 
lift bridge, Houghton, the Huron Mountains, and a portion of the historic Quincy Mine site, 
including the No. 2 shaft-rockhouse.  The overlook consists of a wide asphalt road edged with 
wood bollards and a safety rail.  There are two features.  One is a cut granite slab with engraved 
text titled “The Keweenaw Waterway” (see Figure 3-79).  The text briefly explains the meaning 
of the word Keweenaw and identifies early European and American explorers to the area.  The 
second feature is an eclectic sign consisting of a carved wood slab on an angled mortared stone 
base.  Two sets of three wood poles of varying heights frame the sign.  Also titled “The 
Keweenaw Waterway,” the  sign provides visitors with a geographic map and text related to 
extant copper mining resources (see Figure 3-80).   The style, materials, workmanship, and scale 
of the interpretive signs and other materials at the wayside do not reflect the historic Quincy 
industrial landscape. 
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Figure 3- 79:  “The Keweenaw Waterway,” granite sign at MDOT wayside, 2006 (source: QEA) 

 
Figure 3- 80:  MDOT interpretive display at the MDOT wayside, 2006 (source: QEA) 
   
The topography drops off at a very steep slope from the southeastern side of the wayside and 
climbs at a steep angle to the northeast.  For the most part, the hill on the eastern side of the 
highway is covered with vegetation which hides any remaining traces of the historic mining 
activities in this area (see Figure 3-81).  To the southeast of the wayside, about forty feet below, 
is a fairly flat terrace that retains a rural character not present near the highway.  To the 
northeast of the wayside a large pile of mine rock has been recently placed by MDOT as part of 
a stormwater retention system.  The view of the rock pile is reflective of the historic character of 
the hill during more active mining activities (see Figure 3-82).   
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Figure 3- 81:  Panoramic view from MDOT wayside to the southeast, 2006 (source:  QEA) 

 
Figure 3- 82:  Flat area south of MDOT wayside, view from large pile of mine rocks toward the lift 
bridge, Portage Lake and the city of Houghton, 2006 (source:  QEA) 
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U.S. 41 Corridor landscape character area 
U.S. 41 crosses through the Quincy Unit of Keweenaw National Historical Park roughly 
bisecting the portion of the unit that runs from Hancock to Mesnard at a northeast/southwest 
angle paralleling the geology that determined mine locations.  The road was preceded by a 
historic route named Old Calumet Road and later County Road.  It provides the major north-
south transportation route for the peninsula.  Today, the road corridor through the Quincy Unit 
presents a multitude of characteristics, many of which are not compatible with the historic 
character of the unit.  Historic features along the road include ruins, buildings, industrial 
artifacts, roads, rail grades, vegetation and scenic views, many related to former mining 
operations (see Figures 3-83 and 3-84).  Much of the road is bordered with second-growth 
vegetation that partially obscures the views of poor-rock piles and mining related landscapes 
containing ruins, building and small scale features like fences, posts and artifacts once common 
in the area (see Figure 3-85).  Non-historic features include commercial storage facilities, pine 
plantations, modern signs, billboards, automobile dealers and repair shops, a church, and a fire 
department (see Figures 3-86 through 3-88). 
 

 
Figure 3- 83:  View looking west at U.S. 41 at the intersection of Kowsit Lats Road, the Quincy Mine 
office is on the left, 2006 (source:  QEA) 
 
 
 

 
Figure 3- 84:  View of U.S. 41 facing northeast toward the Quincy Franklin Township Fire Department 
building (far right), Quincy Machine Shop (behind Fire Department), Quincy Blacksmith Shop (left of 
Machine Shop), and a former miner’s residence on the left of the road, 2008 (source:  QEA) 
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Figure 3- 85:  Poor rock-pile west of U.S. 41, south of the Quincy dry house ruins (source:  QEA) 
 

 
Figure 3- 86:  U.S. 41 pine planting, 2006 (source:  QEA) 
 

 
Figure 3- 87:  Storage facility and billboards west of U.S. 41 at the northern end of the Quincy Unit 
along U.S 41 (source:  QEA) 



Part 1:  Quincy Unit Cultural Landscape Report / Environmental Assessment 
                          

 
Public Review Draft July 2009              Existing Conditions / Affected Environment              Chapter III, page 82  

 

Campus Drive landscape character area (adjacent to unit boundary) 
Campus Drive is a bi-directional, two lane, asphalt road  that bisects the northern portion of the 
NHL district traveling west from U.S. 41, opposite the Quincy Mine entrance (see Figure 3-88).  
Flanked by historic and volunteer vegetation, Campus Drive was constructed to provide 
vehicular access for increased development in the area.  A new high school and the Portage 
Health System facility, as well as residential areas and an elementary school are present along 
the route.  The development of the road altered the topography of the area and also bisects 
secondary historic circulation network of gravel roads, paths and a streetcar route.  Subsequent 
to its development, Portage Health Care System demolished the former Quincy bathhouse 
creating a gap in the historic fabric upon the hill.  Later they erected a large internally lit sign 
and MDOT added blinking yellow traffic lights. 
 

 
Figure 3- 88:  The intersection of Campus Drive and U.S. 41 viewed from the southwest, 2006 (source:  
QEA) 
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Houghton County Road Commission Service Facility landscape character area 
Located directly west of the Quincy Smelting Works, the Houghton Road Commission property 
includes several large buildings including some historic structures that were previously 
industrial facilities, a road salt storage area and site circulation along Portage Lake Canal (see 
Figure 3-89).   The property is open and industrial in character.  Additions and changes to the 
site, new structures and open storage of vehicles equipment and supplies convey a non-historic 
use that appears incompatible with the waterfront. 
 

 
Figure 3- 89:  Houghton County Road Commission storage facility west of Quincy Smelting Works, 
2006 (source: QEA) 
 

Julio Contracting landscape character area 
Located directly east of the Quincy Smelting Works, the salvage yard borders the Portage Lake 
Canal.  Julio Contracting also provides residential, commercial, and industrial construction 
services.  Like the Houghton County Road Commission property, the Julio property impacts the 
visual character of the northern shore of Portage Lake.  A mixture of scrap metal, debris, 
roughly graded land and open storage of supplies and equipment present a stark contrast to the 
environmental conditions people seek in the Keweenaw (see Figure 3-90). 
 

 
Figure 3- 90:  Southeasterly view of part of the Julio Contracting, salvage yard east of Smelter Site 
(source:  QEA)  
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Mont Ripley Ski Area landscape character area 
Mont Ripley is a downhill ski area located northeast of the Quincy Smelting Works and west of 
the town of Ripley (see Figure 3-91).  The 35 acre site is owned by Michigan Technological 
University.  The topography offers skiers a vertical drop of 440 feet, largely reflecting the varied 
relief present along the entire Portage hillside.  Although this is the former location of the 
Franklin Tram, the route is no longer easily discerned.  The absence of woody vegetation on the 
ski runs makes this topographic relief visible in all seasons.  Red pine plantings present near the 
top of the hill provide a wind buffer with pockets of successional woodland vegetation found 
between ski runs and to the east and west of the hill.  Infrastructure includes the Mont Ripley 
Ski Chalet at the base of the hill, 24 ski runs, and a t-bar lift that bisects the hill and a chair lift to 
the west.  Large poles are positioned on the hill to support lighting for night skiing.  In recent 
years a pumphouse and waterline were installed east of the smelter to convey water for 
snowmaking on the ski hill.  The underground pipeline extends beneath state highway M-26 
into the ski area.  Overflow visitor parking is located on a rough graded gravel lot south of M-
26, opposite the ski hill.  This can present conflicts between pedestrians crossing the road and 
motorists. 
 

 
Figure 3- 91:  View looking north to the Mont Ripley Ski Area from the Quincy Smelting Works, 2006 
(source:  QEA) 




