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United States Department of the Interior


NATIONAL PARK SERVICE


Great Basin National Park

100 Great Basin National Park


Baker, Nevada 89311-9700

IN REPLY REFER TO:

August 21, 2009
Dear Stakeholders:

Great Basin National Park (GRBA) has prepared an Environmental Assessment (EA) for the proposed Strawberry Creek Recreational Enhancement and Resource Restoration Project An Environmental Analysis was conducted from the winter of 2008 through the summer of 2009.  The park is currently soliciting review and comments on the EA. 

The following is a summary of the EA:
Proposed Action/Location:  The proposed action is to enhance recreational opportunities in the northern portion of Great Basin National Park (GRBA) while eliminating existing effects to park resources.  The proposed action includes: Redesign and rebuild portions of the main access route to correct drainage problems and restore natural conditions.  The proposed action will upgrade the existing road to provide two-wheel drive access;  Development of a small parking area at the park boundary with a new entrance sign and information kiosk; Delineate and construct a variety of single use and group campsites with picnic tables and fire grates.  Install Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) accessible vault toilets.  Two or more of the campsites will be made compliant with ADA accessibility guidelines.  In addition, a parking area, small corral and hitching rack will be constructed as an equestrian facility; Construct the Strawberry Creek - Blue Canyon trailhead.  A parking area, signing and vault toilet will be constructed; and restore sites impacted from dispersed recreation and prior road construction.

Scoping:  On February 28, 2008, a scoping notice was sent to all individuals on the GRBA NEPA mailing list and a press release was published in the Ely Times.  The notice informed the public that the NPS intends to prepare an EA for a proposal to enhance recreational opportunities and mitigate resource damage in the Strawberry Creek watershed.  Three letters were received.  Two of the letters expressed support for the project.  The third letter recommended that the park utilize composting toilets and hire more law enforcement rangers to protect the resources in Strawberry Creek.

Issues: The following are the issues developed from the information gathered through the scoping process and used to drive the NEPA analysis.

· Issue #1 -  Effects on Archeological Resources 

· Issue #2 – Effects on Wildlife Species of Management Concern 

· Issue #3 -  Effects on Elk 

· Issue #4 – Effects on Fish Species of Management Concern

· Issue #5 – Effects on Riparian Ecosystems

· Issue #6 – Effects on Shrub-Steppe Habitat

· Issue #7 – Effects on Invasive Exotic Plant Species
Alternatives:   Based upon the issues, GRBA has developed three action alternatives and the No Action Alternative.  Alternative 2 is the preferred action   Alternative 1 is the no action. Alternatives 3 and 4 adjust the proposed action to address the issues and minimize potential resource concerns.  

Alternative 2 (preferred Action)
Park Boundary: Development consists of a parking area and installation of a new entrance sign.   An information kiosk will be erected that discloses recreational opportunities in the watershed.  Flagstone walls will be constructed on the west and north sides of the parking area to serve as a retaining wall to prevent soils loss from the slopes above.  Approximately 350 feet of user created road above the purposed parking area will be reclaimed.  Pinyon pine trees will be removed from the area of development.   All disturbed sites will be mulched and seeded with a native seed mix.  

Strawberry Creek Campsites and Equestrian Facility.  Site is located approximately one mile west of the park boundary and along the main Strawberry Creek road.  On the north side of the main road, a 50 ft deep x 50 ft wide parking area will be constructed. An information kiosk and ADA accessible vault toilet will be installed.  To the west of the parking area, a  post and pole corral with manger and hitching rack will be constructed as an equestrian facility.  Across from  the corrals, a group campsite will be constructed consisting of a pull in, cement pad, two picnic tables, a free standing cooking grill and an in-ground fire ring.  To assure visitor safety, regulatory signing will be installed that will reduce vehicle speeds to 15 miles an hour and notify motorists that they are entering a congested area. Approximately four acres of pinyon-juniper woodlands will be lightly thinned to reduce fuel density.  All disturbed sites will be mulched and seeded with a native seed mix.  

Strawberry Creek - Blue Canyon trailhead:  Approximately 2.5 miles west of the park boundary a parking area will be constructed.  Flagstone retaining walls will be constructed as needed to control erosion. Signing and an ADA accessible vault toilet will be installed.  A trailhead information sign will be erected.  A bridge will be installed above the trailhead that crosses Strawberry Creek.  The proposed trailhead will provide access for hikers and horseback riders to Upper Strawberry Creek, Windy Canyon, Blue Canyon and the Osceola Ditch trail. The upper 0.5 mile of existing road will be converted to a trail.        

New trails:  A 0.8 mile trail up Blue Canyon will allow equestrian access to the road portion of the Osceola Ditch trail.  The Strawberry-Sage loop trail will be installed as a road to trail conversion of both the abandoned roadbed on the south side of Strawberry Creek and the upper 0.5 mile of existing road.  Trail will be a 1.2 mile loop. Two foot bridges will be installed at creek crossings.  Completion of 1.5 miles of the northern portion of the Osceola Ditch trail to the western park boundary.

Road Improvements:  The following treatments will be implemented to upgrade and improve the existing road to allow two-wheeled drive passenger vehicle access, minimize resource impacts associated with the road and decrease maintenance requirements.  These treatments will be applied from the park boundary to the Strawberry – Blue Canyon Trailhead, a distance of 2.4 miles.  Approximately 6 to 8 inches of Nevada Department of Transportation (NDOT) Type-2 surface gravel will be applied along the entire length, graded out and compacted. In the section where the road is directly adjacent to the creek, minor realignment of the road will occur to provide a buffer between the road and the creek.  All culverts along the main Strawberry Creek channel will be replaced by those adequate for hydraulic capacity and stability. Replacement design will be pre-cast three sided open culverts, which will provide a natural bed condition for fish habitat and passage
Restoration Actions:  Along the main Strawberry Creek road, existing user created campsites sites associated with undefined dispersed recreation will be evaluated for resource impacts and reclaimed based upon the assessment.  Approximately 350 ft. of user created road will be reclaimed at the park boundary.  Approximately o.4 mile of road from the Blue Canyon trailhead to the upper crossing of Strawberry Creek will be converted into a trail.  Approximately 250 ft. of road leading to the dispersed campsite in Blue Canyon will be converted to a trail.  All disturbed sites will be mulched and seeded with a native seed mix.  The existing road to the Robison Corral area will remain open for undeveloped camping opportunities.  One culvert currently acting as a barrier to fish passage will be replaced with a box culvert.
Alternatives Summary
	Action
	No Action
	Alternative 2
	Alternative 3
	Alternative 4

	Group Campsites
	0
	2
	5
	3

	Single Campsites
	0
	4
	6
	4

	Dispersed Campsites
	8
	3
	0
	0

	Restrooms
	0
	2
	3
	2

	Trailheads
	0
	1
	1
	1

	Horse Facilities
	No
	Yes
	No
	No

	New Trails (miles)
	0
	2.8
	2.8 
	3.1

	Foot Bridges
	0
	2
	2
	2


Resource Impairment: In addition to determining the environmental consequences of the preferred and other alternatives, NPS Management Policies (NPS, 2000b) and Director’s Order-12 (Conservation Planning, Environmental Impact Analysis, and Decision-Making), require analysis of potential effects to determine if actions would impair park resources. Based upon the analysis of environmental consequences and the effectiveness of mitigation measures, no resource impairment will occur. 

The full EA has been posted on the Park’s website at  http://www.nps.gov/grba.  For a written copy of the EA please call 775/234-7331 ext. 207 or write to request a copy to: Attn: Planning, Great Basin National Park, Baker, Nevada, 89311.  Please submit your comments no later then September 22, 2009. 

Sincerely,

Andrew J. Ferguson
Superintendent
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