St. Croix National Scenic Riverway

Comprehensive River
NATIONAL

PARK Management Plan
SERVICE

Listening Sessions
July 2023




What is the St. Croix National Scenic Riverway?

e Established in 1968 as a component
of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers
System (WSR) and part of the
National Park System (NPS). G

MINNESOTA

* One of the original 8 WSRs — “First ~ WISCONSIN
Wild and Scenic River National Park”

 Today, 255 miles of the St. Croix e =
and Namekagon rivers are protected oW
under the WSRA, and 230 are | : :
anaged by the NPS. e g B




What is the St. Croix National Scenic Riverway?

* Narrow ribbon of protection for 230 river miles of the St.
Croix and Namekagon.

* Over 25,000 acres in fee-title ownership and 877 scenic
easements.

 Two seasonal visitor centers in St. Croix Falls, Wl and
Trego, WI.

 NPS owns 50 of the approximately 70 landings along the
Riverway. Free-of-charge and no reservations necessary.

 NPS provides approximately 150 primitive shoreline
campsites. Free-of-charge and no reservations necessary.

e ~40 commercial use authorization holders.




Why was the St. Croix National Scenic Riverway created?

* Protect and enhance the river’s free-flowing condition,
exceptional water quality, and the “outstandingly
remarkable values”

Aquatic
Cultural/historic
Geologic
Recreational

Riparian

o O O O O O

Scenic/aesthetic




What is a comprehensive river management plan? Why do one?

A process and plan to guide NPS actions and decisions that will impact the Riverway for the
foreseeable future.

The plan will include a strategy to address key issues while protecting and enhancing river
values.

Address requirements as Wild and Scenic River

To hear from you!




What challenges are facing the Riverway? What will be in our plan?

* Protecting and enhancing the “river values” while providing for visitor use/experience in a
changing watershed

e Natural and cultural resource protection
o Water quality, invasive species, land management, etc.
o NPS infrastructure and facilities
o Landings, campsites and camping, trails, historic cabins, signage, visitor centers

* Visitor use/experience and recreation
o Crowding, user conflicts, visitor behavior
o Boating, fishing, hunting

 Commercial service guidance on new and emerging visitor uses
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Project timeline and what’s next?

Public meetings on plan

. progress and opportunity for Public meetings on draft plan
Project Start sublic input and opportunity for public input
3 Anticipated Summer Anticipated Summer
| Summer 2023 2024 2025
. o ¢ o ¢ o
March 2023 Winter 2023/24 ~ Anticipated Winter 2024
Developing draft plan Estimated plan

Public Listening Sessions _ ,
Team and Agency Review completion




We want to hear from youl!

* Use the comment sheet in the room today
 Comment online at https://parkplanning.nps.gov/sacnriverplan

 Send comments via US Mail
o Send to: St. Croix National Scenic Riverway (Attn: Superintendent)
401 N. Hamilton Street
St. Croix Falls, W1 54024.



https://parkplanning.nps.gov/sacnriverplan

How to Comment Online
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The National Park Service (NPS) has embarked on a
planning process to inform future management of the
St. Croix National Scenic Riverway. The comprehensive river management
NPS actions and decisions of the St. Croix and Namekagon rivers for the fc
engagement from stakeholders, partners, and the public will help the NPS

The purpose of this comprehensive river management plan is o establish ¢
protect and enhance the values for which the St. Croix National Scenic Riv
component of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System and unit of the I
contain a free-flowing condition, good water quality, and aquatic, cultural, ré
aesthetic, and geologic values. This plan identifies river-specific desired co
monitoring and data needs, land and facility development protocols, comms
management practices necessary for protecting and enhancing river values
framework for NPS management decisions

To start, the St. Croix National Scenic Riverway will hold five listening sessi
park. At each session, NPS staff will give a short presentation about the riv
planning process. After the presentation, NPS staff will be at designated stz
gather feedback, and answer questions. The presentation will be the same
session participants' comments will be recorded. However, if you would like
unable to attend a session, the presentation and materials are available for,
Comment tab on the left. Public comments will be accepted online from Jul
presentation will be available beginning July 20th. Additional information an
clicking the Document List tab on the left

Listening sessions will be held:
Thursday, July 20

Minong Town Hall at W7095 Nancy Lake Road, Minong. WI 54858 from 2:C

al2:15am
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Meeting Notices
The following Documents are currently open for comment Plan Process

Links

ENT to review and comment: Meeting Notices SACN Compl'ehe'ﬂSlVe River
Management Plan Newsletter

Document List @ SACN Comprehensive River Management Plan N

Links

Document outlines the purpose and need for creating a
comprehensive river management plan, requests public
input, provides dates for public listening sessions in
July of 2023, and provides the questions the Riverway
would like input on.

Open For Comment (1) Document List

Open For Comment (1)

A comment period for this
project closes Aug 8, 2023
27 Days, 10 Hours, 54 Min

Comment period closes
Aug 8, 2023

Comment Now » Comment Period: Jul 7, 2023 - Aug &, 2023
at 11:59 PM Mountain Time in

27 Days, 10 Hours, 53 Min Ent period closes Aug 8, 2023 at 11:59 PM Mountain Time in:

27 Days, 10 Hours, 53 Min.

Topic Questions:
. What experiences on the St. Croix and Namekagon Rivers are most important to you?

. What experiences do you want future river users to have when visiting the St. Croix or Namekagon Rivers?

W7

2
3. What barriers interfere with your desired experience at the St. Croix National Scenic Riverw
EXPERIENCE YOUR AME "

What could the National Park Service do to address these barriers?

% nps.gov

o

What river-related issues/topics are most important to you and why?

U_S._ Department of the Interior NPS Home  Aci ility Privacy Policy FOIA Nofices Disclaimer

@

What is the National Park Service doing well in managing the Rive

Document Content:
H NPS SACN Newsletter 508 updated.pdf (505.7 KB, PDF file)
Disclaimer: Links within the above documentis) were valid as of the date published

Note: Some of the files may be in PDF format and can be viewed using the Adobe Acrobat Reader software. You may dovnioad a free copy of
Acropat Bezder Tom Adobe System:

2023



https://parkplanning.nps.gov/sacnriverplan

Listening Session

Questions and Discussion




Listening Session and Comment Options

 Break from large group
 Answer questions on a comment sheet and return today in-person
(o to a station to ask questions or have a conversation

e Comment online or send comments via US Mail
ohttps://parkplanning.nps.gov/sacnriverplan

o St. Croix National Scenic Riverway (Attn: Superintendent)
401 N. Hamilton Street
St. Croix Falls, Wi 54024



https://parkplanning.nps.gov/sacnriverplan

Questions

1. What experiences on the St. Croix and Namekagon Rivers are most important to you?

2. What experiences do you want future river users to have when visiting the St. Croix or
Namekagon Rivers?

3. What barriers interfere with your desired experience at the St. Croix National Scenic Riverway?
4. What could the National Park Service do to address these barriers?

5. What river-related issues/topics are most important to you and why?

6. What is the National Park Service doing well in managing the Riverway?
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Thank you

Please contact Craig Hansen or Lisa Yager with questions.

Craig Hansen, Superintendent
craig_hansen@nps.gov
715-483-2270

Lisa Yager, Resource Stewardship and Education
lisa_yager@nps.gov
715-483-2290
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