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Clara Barton,
Dec. 25, 1821 - April 12, 1912

Photo: Matthew Brady, 1860s (Library of Congress)




PATENT OFFICE

Drawing: Smithsonian Institution website, https://www.civilwar.si.edu/smithsonian_pob.html#




Treating wounded soldiers, : Tﬁi'l-l.' :
Virginia, 1862 ”lll i

Stereograph: James Gibson




Testimony before Joint Committee on
Reconstruction, 1866

* Describes inhuman conditions of formerly
enslaved woman she met at Andersonville:
“bucked and gagged” and lashed while
pregnant...

* Emphasizes that Black Americans, contrary to
racist ideas, not “less moral, not less religious,
not less truthful than any other race.”



The five founders of the
International Committee of the Red Cross

Dr. Louis Appia, Henri Dunant, Gustave Moynier, | Général Dufour and Dr. Théodore Maunoir, 1863 (photo F.Martin)

Source: Croix-rouge.fr (French Red Cross website)




1863: Geneva businessmen form international movement to provide neutral
assistance to battlefield wounded.

1864: Treaty of Geneva directs each nation signing to form volunteer
organization to carry out this mission.



Red Cross aiding the war wounded in Lausanne, Switzerland,
during the Franco-Prussian war of 1870-71 (ICRC photo)




A Military Power?

1870 - Population of U.S. ~ 38 million
# in military: 37,200

1890 — Population of U.S. ~ 62 million
# in military - 27,300

2014 — Population of U.S. ~ 317 million

# in military 1.42 million

Growth of population (1890-2014) X 5.11
Growth of military (1890-2014) - 52 times (5200%)
Proportional growth of military - 10.4 times (1040%)
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American Problems, 1870s




The American Red Cross

Founded 1881 by Clara Barton

Wartime: neutral aid to all
wounded under Geneva
Conventions

Peacetime: aid in

“National Calamities” — floods,
earthquakes, epidemics, fires,
etc.




Translating Neutrality

“IThe American Red Cross must
be] free from all shadows of sex
or race... and must give to the
Moslem, the Israelite and the
Heathen the same consideration
it accords the Christian.”

— Clara Barton, 1903




Debacle at Jacksonville, 1888

THE IRRED CRUS8 AT WORK,

piss Clarn Darton mnd Iar Soolety Dalng
Gpod Work for the Faver Suffarars.
JSWasnixaroy, D. C., Bept. 15.—[Special.j—
The retlef wurk of tbo Hed Cross Assooclation
{n plnguc-strickon Florida Ia being pushod un-
.dor the directlon of Miss Ciara Harton, whoso
neadquarters are ot the IHiggs Houso In this |
city, ‘*Tho Ordor of tno Hed Cross," Miss
Barton sald this afternoon. ' six doys 1go |
was called on for asslatance. Now wo havo

fifty thoroughly scchimated fovorproof men
gand women #ursgs Bl WOrk, and moroon
thelr wuy. teday from New Oricans inanswor
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Chicago Tribune, Sept. 16, 1888, p. 25

GOSSIP HERE AND THERE.

Tho reports of insubordination en tho
part of the Red Cross nurses which have
heen sent North arve likely to lead to an
investigntion -which will not be n plens-

ant one for the people of Jacksonville,
Ono of the nirses under arrest had under
her chargo sixteen patients, and was
nslied to tilke enre nlso of another patient
who llved some distance away on tho
other side of o swampy wood. She was

Washington Post, Sep. 30, 1888, p. 4




The Johnstown Flood, 1889
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The Red Cross’ Supplementary Role

 Emergency supplies, shelter, food

* Filled Short-term need before relief commission
could distribute funds

. Addressing psychological dimensions of the
problem: “nervous prostration”

e Ladies’ commission: engaging the community as
agents in relief



“..[S]he has indeed been an
elder sister to us—nursing,
soothing, tending, caring for
the stricken ones through a
season of distress such as no
other people ever knew.” —

Johnstown Daily Tribune, 1889

Photo of Clara Barton, Undated, Library of Congress




The Sea Islands Hurricane, Aug. 27, 1893




... “a harder field than Johnstown” -
more people to care for, more
destitute and helpless, spread over
hundreds of square miles of
territory, cut up by streams from
ocean-size to rivulets, subject to
tides, and full of malaria and fever.”

= Clara Barton, 1893.




Johnstown Flood

10 days of full Front-page coverage
in New York World —115.8 columns
in first two weeks

Newspaper fundraising drive
launched two days later

Sea Islands Storm

Three days on front page — “only
six were white persons” —17.3
columns total

Newspaper fundraising drive 52
days later -- combined with
Georgia yellow fever epidemic



Pield,
or food 2lONBs
rema in,

Very coxdially yours,

Gloyee FBarlow

Pres. Am. Hat'l Red Crosse

Document, National Archives, RG 200




Dictated
M? Beaufort, SeC.January 15,1894

Mrs. J.P.Turner,
Osseo, Michigan,

My dear Mrs .Turner,

Your kind and tender letter of the 1l0th

in-

stant brought joy and gladness to our hearts for this tender of-

fering of love. God bless the little Sunday Sehool in the far-away

towm of Oesec, who were so ungselfish as to donate their little

Caristmas offering to the relief of tne

poor suf'fering negroes

in the Soutk.

Document: National Archives, RG 200




The Red Cross Relief Distribution




Armenia, 1896
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Embassy in Yerevan,
Armenia & distributed to Armenian children




1896-97 Cuban Reconcentrados

PD Sl espan, :...[T]hey saw jcheir homes go up
MARTATION | esibuins phoia
| BY TENS []F confiscated.” -

‘ TH[IHSAN]]S Stephen Bonsal,

New York Herald correspondent
May 1897

QEut«cher Weyler’'s Policy
i to Exterminate All
Cubans.

San Francisco Call, Nov.
1897/NY Tribune Wire
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....lying on the floors in their filth—some mere skeletons;
others swollen out of all human shape” along with
“death-pallid mothers, lying with glazing eyes, and a
famishing babe clutching a milkless breast — Clara Barton,
1898



The Galveston Hurricane, 1900

“We are obliged to give a full report and itemized account
To Congress on the 1°t of January. .. It is therefore vital to us that

these matters should be kept in business-like shape....”
- Ellen S. Mussey to Stephen Barton, Oct. 29, 1900




Barton vs. Boardman

[AAREL BOARDMMAN
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Clara Barton, c. 1904 Mabel Boardman, c. 1905

Photos: Library of Congress
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Barton’s Last Chapter

@he HAational Hivst Aid Association
of Qmerica,

ImcosEgEaTiE UAGER TdE Laws o THE Dimrrict or Galdvamia
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