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Camping Fee Increase Proposed for Assateague Island National Seashore 

Berlin MD- Superintendent Hugh Hawthorne announced a proposal to increase the fees for camping at Assateague Island National Seashore.  If adopted, the new camping fees would take effect on October 1, 2023.  The proposal includes raising the cost of regular campsites in the Oceanside and Bayside campgrounds by $10/night, the Group sites by $30/night, and the horse camp site by $30/night. The proposed changes would only apply to front country camping fees; backcountry camping rates will remain the same. 
One of the main reasons for the proposed increase is the growing gap between the Seashore’s camping fees and other campgrounds in the local area.  “Required Comparability Reviews and anticipated campground improvements indicate the need for an increase,” said Hawthorne.  “It’s important to note that 80% of the fees collected come back to the park to fund projects such as the recent improvements to the nature trails, the Old Ferry Landing bulkhead, and the Assateague Island Visitor Center boardwalk and overlook.”
The following table identifies the existing camping fees and the proposed changes:  
	
	Existing Fees
	Proposed Fees

	Front country Camp Site
	$30/site/night 
	
$40 site/night 


	Group Camp Site 7-25 people
	$50/site/night
	$80/site/night

	Horse Camp Site Max 6 people + 6 horses
	$50/site/night
	$80/site/night


The authority to charge recreational fees at National Parks stems from the 2004 Federal Lands Recreation Enhancement Act.  The law requires that recreational fees are appropriate to the benefits and services provided, and comparable to fees charged by others in the local area for similar benefits and services.
To voice your opinion or comment on the proposed camping fee changes, please use the National Park Service’s Planning, Environment and Public Comment web site at: http://parkplanning.nps.gov/camping_fee_increase_2023.  
Public comments will be accepted until June 17th 2023. 
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About the National Park Service. More than 20,000 National Park Service employees who care for America’s 423 national parks and work with communities across the nation to help preserve local history and create close-to-home recreational opportunities. Visit us at http://www.nps.gov, on Facebook www.facebook.com/nationalparkservice, Twitter www.twitter.com/natlparkservice, and YouTube www.youtube.com/nationalparkservice.

-More-


EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA™
The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.
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