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St. Croix National Scenic Riverway

Minnesota/Wi . National Park Service
ota/vvisconsin U.S. Department of the Interior

About Fairy Falls Day Use Area

* Has a long history of human use, and provides 54 acres
of habitat for a variety of plants and animals

* Managed by the National Park Service since 1980

* Was closed to the public in summer 2020 for safety
concerns, and reopened in winter 2022
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This property is owned and managed by the'National s part of

the St. Croix National Scenic Riverway. Please help us keep this special place'open
and safe by following the established rules and points below.

* Open daily from sunrise to sunset

» Undesignated trails are not maintained - terrain may be steep, uneven, loose
* Respect closed areas and adjoining private property

* Carry out all trash

« (Call 911 for emergencies and 1-800-PARK-TIP to report issues

The NPS is working with the community and others for the future of Fairy Falls Day
Use Area. For updates, visit WWW.hps.gov/sacn.
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Planning for the Future

* Began public planning process in fall 2021

* Also working with Tribal partners and agency partners
* Developed two site options based on public input

* Will compare one or both options against current

management (which is not the preference of the
National Park Service)
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St. Croix National Scenic Riverway
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Current Conditions Map
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Site Option B

Fairy Falls Day Use Area
Option B ! :.';E

Map Created By: NPS Staff 02/07/2023
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* Visitor use would be focused on the waterfall, but
access would be allowed across the site

* Interpretive signage and educational focus on
waterfall

* Continue to work with partners to provide parking
and safe access

* Seek a permanent parking solution

* Primary visitor activities: visiting waterfall,
photography, short hikes

* Visitors would have maore encounters with other
visitors near the waterfall
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Site Option C
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Fairy Falls Day Use Area oB==R
Option C - sEmvice
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* Visitor use would take place at the waterfall and be
dispersed site-wide with a natural-surface loop trail

* Interpretive signage and educational materials
dispersed across site

* Continue to work with partners to provide parking
and safe access

* Seek a permanent parking solution

* Primary visitor activities: visiting waterfall, longer
walking loop

* Visitors may encounter others near the waterfall
and also along loop trail system
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Challenges and Opportuni
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Parking Considerations

Ownership Around Fairy Falls Day Use Area -+
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* Currently, there is no parking available on
Fairy Falls Day Use Area property

* Riverway staff are seeking a permanent
parking solution

* Riverway staff are working with
neighbors, community members, and
partner agencies to identify options
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NPS Management Activities that Would
Occur Under Either Site Option:

* Maintain a rustic and natural feel in the Day Use
Area

* Continue partnerships with local communities and
neighbors to provide parking and safe access

* Seek a permanent parking solution

* Allow use in Fairy Falls Day Use Area for daytime use
only, from sunrise to sunset

* Prohibit overnight use, camping, and fires

* Provide improved maps and signs including safety
and orientation information

* Provide opportunities for visitors with a range of skill
levels and abilities

* Protect natural and cultural resources, such as
invasive plant species management

* Continue engagement with Tribal partners

* Carry out occasional management or closures due to
unsafe conditions or highly eroded trails

* Continue law enforcement patrols and maintenance
activities to support a safe, clean day use area

* Allow deer archery hunting in Fairy Falls Day Use
Area in accordance with state and federal laws
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Please Share Your Feedback!

* Please submit comments by March 29, 2023.

* The preferred method for receiving public
comments is through our planning website:

https://parkplanning.nps.gov/fairyfalls

* Written comments can be mailed to Lisa Yager at
St. Croix National Scenic Riverway, Fairy Falls Day
Use Area Site Planning, 401 N. Hamilton Street, St.
Croix Falls, W| 54024.

!% National Park Service (PEPC) Planning, Environment & Public Comment
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PEPC Home Documents by Park l Policy/Guidance

PROJECT LINKS
Fairy Falls Day Use Area Site
Planning Process

Project Home

Plan Process . L o i
Saint Croix National Seenic Riverway » Fairy Falls

Meeting Notices Day Use Area Site Planning Process » Document
List

Links

Document List The National Park Service is exploring opportunities for gl
improving safety, protecting the natural environment,

Cpen For Comment (1) and enhancing visitor experiences at the Fairy Falls

Day Use Area, located near Stillwater, Minnesota.

The Fairy Falls Day Use Area is a 54-acre natural area located in Stillwater Township. Deep ravines and
steep bluffs surround Silver Creek as it passes through a marsh on its way the St. Croix River. The area has
a long history of human use and its ecological diversity provides habitat for a variety of plants and animals.
Fairy Falls Day Use Area is currently closed to the public due to lack of safe visitor access and deteriorating
social trails along steep slopes.

In October and November 2021, we invited public comments to gather input before concepts or ideas for
the future of Fairy Falls Day Use Area are formally developed. We invited comments from the public about:
- Identifying safe access and designated parking

- Improving or rerouting trails

- Enhancing visitor experience

- Protecting the natural environment

Next Steps

* Review and summarize public feedback on options

* Continue conversations with Tribal partners, agency
partners, and local communities

* Undertake compliance with the environmental and
other laws and regulations

* Continue to provide public input opportunities


https://parkplanning.nps.gov/fairyfalls
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