Marine Management

Environmental Assessment
Including Updates to Vessel Quotas
and Operating Requirements
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Background

waters make up nearly 1/5 of the pa

of the park’s visitation occurs in the mari
ers

ce 1979 marine vessels have been managed t¢

2the protection of park resources

2 of visitor opportunities consi
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Background

summer the park announced plans to
ting marine management frameworks

scoping newsletter was shared for 30-day p
ymment initiating the National Environmentes
olicy Act (NEPA) process that presented:

2 A draft purpose and need for taking action
> Draft alternatives (A, B, and Q)

vironmental issues for further analysi
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Background

2ceived a range of
adback that was used

L A VISION FOR MARI DSHIP, PROVIDING DIVERSE VISITOR EXPERIENCES AND
) BALANCED ACCESS, AND AN ENDURING COMMITMENT TO TLINGIT HOMELAND VALUES

yresents the agency's e
ferred alternative |

“ preparation of a Draft
ine Management Plan
Environmental
ent out now for
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Background

ant Part | - Draft Marine Manageme

=) Marine Stewardship and Science
) Providing Diverse Visitor Experiences and Balanced A

£} An Enduring Commitment to Tlingit Homeland Val

2 \Vision and Desired Conditions

2 2 Management Strategies
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Background

t Part Il - Environmental Assessme

2> Range of Alternatives (**new Alternative D*

2 Affected Environment and Analysis of Key Iss
=) Visitor Use and Experience
= Airborne Acoustic Environment

=) Underwater Acoustic Environment

aphic Resources & Homeland Value
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Background

Appendices

porting References and Methodologies

missed Alternatives and Impact Topics
itigation Measures and Best Management Pr

alect Laws, Regulations, Policies, and Guidanc
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Alternatives

Jdress the purpose and need
ontain programmatic and site-specific action
Include actions common to all alternatives

arnatives presented in the EA:

\PS’s preferred alt




Alternative A: No-Action

management:
ones: General Management Plan (1984)
ate Vessel Permit Season: June 1 - August 3
ate Vessel Permit Duration: Seven days (six n

ly Quota Permit Season: 25 private vessels

advance-notice permits

hort-notice permits




Action Alternatives
Programmatic Actions Common to All
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Action Alternatives
Programmatic Actions Common to All (cont’d)

ytive Use Floating Cabins/Seasonall

ication Upgrades

graphic Monitoring Stations

tion of Transit Permit Conditions




Action Alternatives
Site-Specific Actions Common to All

ransit Permits:

ds on availability within the daily private ves
sasonal limit

owner-occupied private vessels for recreational

y one allowed at any one time

one way per day per vessel




Action Alternatives
Site-Specific Actions Common to All (cont’d)

Private Vessel Management:

2 it Duration — Five days (four nights)
22 Permit Season — May 1 through September

2> Subject to Quotas — June 1 to August 31

*

ort-notice permit application:
=) Random draw lottery

=) 3 days prior to permit start date




Action Alternatives
Site-Specific Actions Common to All (cont’d)

g Requirements such as call in/call o
oring for Management of New Vessel Class

> Administrative: 600 use days in Glacier Bay Initi
alendar year management trigger

2 Nonmotorized Vessels:
Day Use - 18 days with more than 75 vessels per day

1 Overnight Use - 18 days with more than 62 vessels per

, Thresholds and Corrective Manage
assel densities, visitor experience
Jitions




Alternative
Element

Private Vessel
Permits

Private Vessel
Permit &
Quota Season

Alternative Specific Elements

Alternative B

30 private vessel
permits
25 overnight
« 5 day use

10 unused overnight
permits can be
converted to day use
permits

Can hold 2 advance-
notice permits; only 1
can be during peak
season.

Alternative C

25 private vessel
permits
« 20 overnight
« 5 day use

Same as alternative B

Alternative D
(Preferred
Alternative)

25 private vessel permits
* 15 advance-notice
* 10 short-notice

Can hold up to 2 permits
at a time

Can only obtain 1
advance-notice permit
per year
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Alternative Specific Elements (cont’d)

Alternative
Element

Timing of
Private Vessel
Permit Release

Lower-impact
Vessels

Alternative B

Overnight (25
permits)

* 13 advance-notice
(7 via priority
ranking)

* 12 short-notice

Day use (5 permits)
 |ssued as short-
notice

Component of
priority system for
some advance-notice
overnight permits

Alternative C

Overnight (20
permits)

* 10 advance-notice
(via priority
ranking)

* 10 short-notice

Day use (5 permits)
* 1 advance-notice
* 4 short-notice

Same as alternative B

Alternative D
(Preferred
Alternative)

Advance-notice: 15
permits
* Release Feb 1 random
draw lottery
* Second random draw
lottery
* Unused offered first
come, first served

Short-notice: 10 permits

Park may exclude from
some operating
requirements (e.g.,
distance to shore
requirements)
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Alternative Specific Elements (cont’d)

Alternative
Element

Private Vessels
Longer than
79 Feet

Nonmotorized
Waters in the
East Arm

Alternative B

Not considered a
private vessel

Superintendent may
reallocate unused
cruise ship or tour
vessel permits for use

Cruise ships and tour
vessels prohibited
north of Muir Point

Nonmotorized waters

* Muir Inlet
(May 1 -Sep 15)

* Wachusett Inlet
(no dates-—
motorized year-
round)

Alternative C

Not considered a
private vessel

Not allowed to enter
Glacier Bay

Nonmotorized waters
* Muir Inlet
(May 1 - Jul 15)
* Wachusett Inlet
(Jul 16 - Sep 15)

Alternative D
(Preferred
Alternative)

Same as alternative B

Same as alternative C,
plus:

Cruise ships and tour
vessels prohibited north
of Muir Point




Schedule

August 2022

Sept-Nov
2022

Nov-Dec 2022

January 2022

January 2022

Jan-Feb 2022

Steps in this Plan/EA Process
Public Scoping

NPS Develops Draft Plan and EA

Draft Plan and EA released to the public for 30-day review
and public comment period, including public hearings
(We are here!)

NPS Develops Final Plan

Decision Document signed by the Regional Director

Final Plan and Decision Document Released to Public
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How to Comment

National Park Service

t (PEPC) Planning, Environment & Public Comment
=
Find a Park Discover History Explore Nature  Get Involved Working With Communities Teachers Kids = About Us
B 1Y PN % ~
. R A Dot Ay %
PEPC Home Documents by Park Policy/Guidance Park Planning Search Documents

PROJECT LINKS

Marine Management Plan
Environmental Assessment
including Updates to Vi
Meeting Notic Quotas and Operating

Tk Requirements

Project Home

Plan Process

Glacier Bay
Document List

mment (1)

Bay Nauunal Park araft Marine
ber 30, 20:

he existing framework and ncorporates puble scoping feedback about privat boaters -mpunumnec under
ing permit system.”

to substantive public ents elease a final plan and decision document this

bk commen {htougf 6 175 BER
public hearings, and by US mail: Bay Natiot
Management Pian, PO Box 140, Gusta

e. Comments will also be
Park and Preserve, Atin. Marine

Contact Information

d to the GLBA Manag

‘%nps.gov EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA™

U.S. Department ofthe Interior NPS Home  Accessibiiy Privacy Policy FOIA Nolices  Disciaimer USA Gov

Submit comments by
December 30, 2022

Go.nps.gov/GBwaters
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Stay Connected

go.nps.gov/GBwaters

k Service Planning, Environment and Public Com

nps.gov/glba/getinvolved/planning.htm

Glacier Bay National Park and Preserve Website

GLBA_public_comments@nps.gov

e Planning Team and be added to our park planning co
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