[bookmark: _Toc515775499]Decision Memorandum on Action and for Application of:
Categorical Exclusion for Hazardous Fuels Reduction Activities (43 CFR 46.210(k))
Can Young Canyon Aspen Restoration Project
U.S. Department of the Interior
National Park Service
Great Basin National Park
White Pine County, NV


Purpose of and Need for Action
The project area is located in Can Young Canyon within Great Basin National Park approximately five miles southwest of Baker, NV. The project area is 22 acres. The intent of the project is to enhance the condition of aspen, riparian vegetation, and wildlife habitat by removing encroaching conifers. Fuels will be reduced increasing the resistance and resilience of aspen and riparian vegetation.
The scope of the project has been limited to avoid ground disturbing activity within culturally sensitive areas. Project activity expected to begin winter 2022 and is expected to continue through the end of 2023. Treatments will not occur April 1 - July 31 to avoid potential impacts to breeding birds. Thinning will be completed by a contractor.

Actions proposed include the following:
· Reduce competition and shading and improve the condition of aspen, riparian vegetation, and wildlife habitat. 
· Use chainsaws to fell pinyon pine, Utah juniper, mountain mahogany and smaller size class white fir (less than 12 inches diameter). Slash and other cut material will be piled. 
· Ponderosa pine, aspen, and white fir greater than 12 inches diameter at breast height (dbh) and Rocky Mountain juniper trees will not be cut.
· Slash piles will be a maximum of 10 feet in diameter by 8 feet in height. Piles will be constructed a minimum of 10 feet away from live trees that will not be cut. In areas with high tree densities, this may require dragging and piling slash and other cut material to an open area or constructing piles on the cut stump and within the drip line of the cut trees.
· Slash piles will be burned at a later date by NPS fire staff under an approved burn plan.
· Monitor and evaluate the effectiveness of treatments.
· Increase the quantity and quality of wildlife habitat.

Plan Conformance
The Proposed Action is consistent with the General Management Plan and Fire Management Plan. The Proposed Action was designed in conformance with all bureau standards and incorporates appropriate guidelines for specific required and desired conditions relevant to project activities.
Compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act
The Proposed Action is categorically excluded from further documentation under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) in accordance with 43 CFR 46.210 (l) because the project area is less than 1,000 acres and contains Fire Regime Condition Classes 2 and 3.
The application of this categorical exclusion is appropriate in this situation because there are no extraordinary circumstances potentially having effects which may significantly affect the environment. None of the extraordinary circumstances listed in 43 CFR 46.215 apply to the Proposed Action.
[bookmark: _Toc515775503]There were no pertinent situations that arose during the design of activities and no potential for significant effects to natural or cultural resources or public health and safety.
Persons and Agencies Consulted
An interdisciplinary team was consulted during the development of the proposed action. No further steps were taken based on the findings and suggestions from this team. The project will be made public through the NPS Planning (PEPC) website for 10 days.
Decision and Rationale 
I have decided to implement a fuels reduction project in Can Young Canyon within Great Basin National Park. Tree removal (chainsaw thinning) will occur on 22 acres to improve the resistance and resilience of aspen and riparian vegetation in the project area. Park staff designed the undertaking to avoid causing direct, indirect, and/or cumulative impacts to adjacent NHPA resources. No direct, indirect, and/or cumulative effects will occur to adjacent NHPA resources during project implementation or after the undertaking is complete. A map of the project area is available from the project lead and on the PEPC website (PEPC 112335 (nps.gov)). These actions meet the need for action. In addition, I have reviewed the plan conformance statement and have determined that the proposed action is in conformance with the approved land use plan and that no further environmental analysis or documentation is required.   
Implementation Date
This project will be implemented on or after December 1, 2022
 __________________________________________
James Woolsey, Superintendent
Administrative Review or Appeal Opportunities
Not applicable as the National Park Service has no administrative appeals process.
Contact Person
For additional information concerning this decision, contact Margaret Horner, Biologist, Great Basin National Park, 775-234-7562.
