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1 ' that Saved |
Washington

The Battle of Monocacy took place on July 9,
1864 on farm fields outside of Frederick, Mary-
land. Here, Confederate soldiers led by Jub-

al Early encountered a surprising Federal force
led by Lew Wallace.

A day later, the victorious Confederates rode
on 1o take Washington. But their delay at
Monocacy aliowed just enough time for Fed-
eral troops to arrive and defend Fort Stevens,
where they stopped the Confederate advance.

The country’s capital was saved.
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1864 on farm fields outside of Frederick, Mary-
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A day later, the victorious Confederates rode

on to take Washington. But their delay at et bemaring o

Monocacy aliowed just enough time for Fed-

eral troops to arrive and defend Fort Stevens,
where they stopped the Confederate advance.

The country's capital was saved.




The Battle that

Saved Washington

Although the Battle of Monocacy was a
Canfederate fiald victory, it was a strategic
win for the US Army. Lew Wallace's
Federal troops, though vastly outnumbered,
delayed Jubal Early’s march toward
Washington. DC by one day.1

General Robert E, Lee hoped thal a ballle-
field victory at the gates of Washington would
tum the tide of the 1844 Presidential election. If
Abraham Lincoln was not re-elected. it would
change the course of the Civil War.2 The Con-
federate army reached Fort Stevens on July 11.
1844, but Federal reinforcements had already
arrived. Unable to break the defensive line, the
Confederates retreated into Virginia, |leaving the
Federal capital unscathed.
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that Saved |
Washington

The Battle of Monocacy took place on July 9,
1864 on farm fields outside of Frederick, Mary-
land. Here, Confederate soldiers led by Jub-

al Early encountered a surprising Federal force
led by Lew Wallace.

The Gambrill Mill
A Safe Place for the Wounded
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A day later, the victorious Confederates rode
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where they stopped the Confederate advance.
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Crossroads
Primed =
for War

Here at Monocacy Junction, the B&0 Rallroad
met the main highway out of Washington,
D.C. This was a transportation crossroad con-
necting the rest of the country to economic
centers to the east.

For years, those living here experienced mil-
itary occupation as war raged around them.
Residents lived in a state of heightened anxi-
oty, hopeful that conflict would come no clos-
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The railroad
and the War

Sounding
the Alarm

Late June, 1864. BEO Railroad President
John Garrett received word that Confeder-
ate troops were sacking bridges and tele-
graph lines in the Shenandoah Valley. The
army appeared to be marching north to-




ikl The railroad
and the War

The Baltimore & Ohio Railroad
was a key player in the Civil War. ;
Its strategic use by the Union REPDﬂlﬂg

made it a prime target of the Movements

Maniz reporied in the sary hours af July
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Sounding
the Alarm

Late June, 1864. B&O Railroad President
John Garrett received word that Confeder-
ate troops were sacking bridges and tele-
graph lines in the Shenandoah Valley. The
army appeared to be marching north to-
wards Harpers Ferry.

Receiving no response from Secretary of
War Edwin Stanton, Garrett warned Major Gi

General Lew Wallace, commander of the
Union Army’s Middle Department.

W.allaoe's response was swift. He ordered
reinforcements to join the lightly guarded
post at Monocacy
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The Gambrill Family

The Gambrills were a large and prominent Monocacy family.
At the time of the battle, James Gambrill's wife, Antoinette,
was seven months pregnant. She was able to take shelter with
her two young sons at the Thomas farmhouse.

Like other familics of Monocacy, the Gambrills were impacted
by war over a period of years. James Gambrill filed claims for
commissary stores taken by General MeClellan's army during
the 1862 Sharpsburg Campaign, and again by General Truex in
July 1864, but he was not fully compensated.

Mr. Gambrill &
General Ricketts

Thres local mien — Samuel Thomss, Jullus
Anderson. amd Hugh Dalchek— ware brefly
Imprensed inia service wilh the 111k Maryland
On rwimae. thay hurried to e hama o Jemes
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The Gambrill Mill;
A Safe Place for the Wounded

On the morning of the battle, Union
forces were positioned in the yard of
James Gambrill's operating flour mill.
As fighting intensified, Gambrill took
cover inside the mill

The mill and its yard became a field
hospital where wounded soldiers and
officers were brought throughout the
day. Of its use as a hospital, Major
General Lew Wallace remarked that
“the place appeared well selected for
the purpose, its one inconvenience
being that it was under fire, "

The People
of Monocacy

The Battle of Monocacy ranged
across the farm fields just outside
this building for most of the day July
9, 1864. Families took shelter, some
witnessing the horrors of war from
boarded up windows in their cellars

Filing for Damages

This community felt the Impacts of
war long before the battle on July
9. Regiments were stationed here
and troops passed through on their
way to battles at Sharpsburg, An-
tiotam, and Gettysburg, Each time
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“[There} stood a large and splendid
farm house, with ... numbers
of large holes, pierced in them
from the guns of the enemy. Large
numbers of rifle barrels, broken
rifles, knapsacks, and everything
pertaining to a soldiers outfit, were
strewed over the ground in every
direction. Across the raitroad , ..
the greater part of our men were
buried. A rifle pit into which they
had been thrown together, and

covered by the rebels formed their
comman grave.”

L

The People of Hermitage Farm

The French-Carribean Vincendigre family purchased hundreds of acres

of land along the Monocacy in 1798 and the plantation property known as
L'Hermitage. Victolre Vincendiere enslaved as many as 90 people to work the
planiation, and eventually sold the property to Ariana McElfresh Teall and
her busband Charles Trail. The Trails never lived on the plantation, instead
renting parcels out, including the large farmhouse rented by David Best and
his som John, The Bests had a successful farming operation, growing whest,
SEruw, oats, rye, corn, potatoes, and clover, as well as producing wool, milk,
and butter. After the war, Jolun Best converted the operitian to be primarily a
dairy farm, and may have been the first in the area to do so.
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The Hermitage:
Evacuated and Burned

The property known as the Hermitage
was near the center of battle through-
out the day on July 9, 1864, and had
witnessed the effects of war for years
The Hermitage farm was in view of
both bridges over the Monocacy River,
In 1862, the B&O railroad bridge had
burned, During the Battle of Monocacy,
Federal troops set the Georgetown
Pike covered bridge on fire to delay
the advance of the Confederate army
down the road to Washington.

Confederate sharpshooters took
Up pasition in the barn to fire on
Federal troops guarding the railroad

bridge. Federal artillery returned fire
and destroyed the barn.
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John Worthington bought this property in April of 1862. For several
days in September of that year, Confederates occupied Frederick as
part of the Maryland Campaign. Then, in 1864, the Battle of Monocacy
was fought on his doorstep. After enduring the damage and trauma

of the war, the family rebuilt and continued to live in the home. The
property remained in the family until the 1950s.

Records from 186( account for seven
enslaved laborers, though it is unknown
how many enslaved people Mr. Worthington
retained or purchased by the time of the
battle in 1864.

Witnesses to War

The Worthington Farm became a stag-
ing area for Confederate troops during
the battle. General McCausland’s caval-
ry crossed the Monocacy River at Worth-
ington Ford, just 500 yards from the
family home. From the second floor of
his house, John Worthington could see
Union soldiers lying in wait for Confed-
erates who did not expect to encounter
experienced troops, He later said that he
“could not understand why the confeder-
ates went forward as if on parade.”

John Worthington later filed a claim

for damages, which was supported by
two formerly enslaved laborers - John
Ephraim Tyler Butler and Thomas Payne,
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Mamma, she’s a Rebel, but
papa, he is a Rebel when the
Rebels are here and a Yankk

when the yankees are here.

—Virginia Thomas to Geseral Ulysses S. Grant

Christian Keefer (CK) Thomas was & Frederick County B8
ative wha sold hié interest in a Baltimore dry goods
company and bought Araby farm n 1860 to avoid what

o s i impending hostlities between the north and

Tom Jones

gorth. 18
o 1 bl bt avulid w19
it did e know that ks property would become the i TS
e of a bloody battle, Afer the war, the family rebuilt oo or i 1. T v g e B
i i mi o
s remained on the property.The 1870 census includeq i R
hoth Black and white paid hausehold and farm laborers connm paibes mmrg it Lsd pener
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and by the 1880 the farm was worked by tenants.

In the Thick of It

he fighting had moved

d Araby Farm = the
ad, By the after-

By mid-morning, t
to the fields aroun
Thomas family homeste
noon, the battle reac
with Confederate troops sweeping twice
across the fields in their attempt to push

back Union forces to open the road to
Washington.

hed its climax here,

At least eight artillery shells hit the house,
one exploding in the home's dining FOoM.
Although the house survived the battle, it
sustained severe damage. A month later a
Union soldier passing through noted that .

he had "scarcely seen a house more S€ ed
by battle.”
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that Saved
Washington

The Battle of Monocacy took place an July §,
1854 o farm fields outside of Fredesick, Mary-
land. Here, Confederate soldiers bed by Jub

al Early encountered a surprising Federal forea

A day later, the victorious Confederates rode
on to take Washington, But their dolay ot
Monocacy sliowed just enough time for Fed:
pral troops 1o arrive and defend Fort Stevens,
where they stoppéd the Confederate advance.
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The railroad
and the War

The Baltimore & Ohio Railroad
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From Terror to Tedium
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The General

Early's Advance
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Early's Advance

Generals ubal Early v John Breckinridge had mude
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mast Federal forces stationed n
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The Battle Unfolds
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Wallace Heeds the Call

Although Lew Wallace never received in-

telligence that alerted him to a specific plan
to attack the US capital, he recognized that
Washington was threatened if the Confed-

Angagier Gerenl
John C. Brechinvidge

erate army advanced down the Georgetown

Pike. He knew the small force stationed near

’ Frederick would be outnumbered and over-
Early's Advan wdetick

whelmed by the experienced Confederate

Generals Jubal Early and John Breckinridge had made s

terrifc progress through the Shenandoah Vall ¢y. With He called for seasoned troops from Peters-
most Federal forces stationed near Richmond, word burg to head towards Harpers Ferry, and
was that the US capital was only lightly defended. Early
believed that the only Federal force between his troops
and Washington was nothing more than a small group
of inexperienced 100-Days men.

James B Ricketts
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to shore up defenses near Washington, His
best hope was to delay the Confederates long
enough for reinforcements to arrive.

e

S
Ny
Ty

Itappeared he would pull off General Lee's strategic
plan to take Washington by surprise,

¥ Mojer General
Jetn B Gerdon
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troops who had

Many of the Federal soldiers who

“never seen battle. Others were the seasoned
soldiers of Brigadier General James Ricketls
VI Corps and the Army of the Potomac. These
young veterans arrived fresh off rail transports
before dawn the morning of July 9,

For the Confederates. it had been a long march
over hundreds of miles up the Shenandoah
Valley. The Confederate force was 15,000 strong
and battle-hardened. but weary from marching
s0 many miles in the heal of a Virginia summer.

The Soldier
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Two Medals of Honor, the highest award in the US Mili-
tary, were awarded for actions at the Battle of Monacacy -
both to men from the 10th Vermont.

Lt. George Davis received the Medal

of Honor for his de-
fense of the bridges ove

r the Monocacy. Private Alexander
Scott received the Medal of Honor for saving the national
flag of the regiment while under very heavy fire from the
enemy.

oulco

Wallace

Heroes of the 10th Vermont

among {ha 300 soldiers (75 of
therm fram the 10t Yaemant Yai-
uatears | whi encountared Con-
o Tadarale fraeps on ha Georgetown
- Pl sreund 1:38am on the mara-
iy of July ¥ Dayls was iven sul-
dan command of the traops, and procseded |s wyid
:"mulmwmmlhmhﬁmmm
Manocacy, The men held this pasition all day pravent:
ing the Contedarato advince from hese
foints asross the river,

Th Btk New York Volunteers were ordared 1o bum the
Covared Wonds Beidge and becarms frapper, ety
ally mada a dangarous ratreat aver the bridge,

Corporal Alexander Scatt

Duting the Batila of Manocacy, Corperal

iscrnder Scett faggh! with his regiment

o0 Aray Farm. During the Fegeral re-

fraat. the regiment's color sergeant fell

wut due fo eshaustion Under heaary

enemy fire, Scott thok the Natianal zal-
ors ane fhe state fag, and catried them off the held ty
salely.

Regimental flag of Company F.
17th Virginia Cavalry

The 17th Virginia chazed members of

color guard. L1, Col, Clendenin, commander
of e Sth [llinels, presented the captured
Confosdorate company flug 1o Major General
Lew Wallace,
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Emergency!

The General Hospital in Frederick lended lo many
sotdiers wounded in Dallle. bul before they were
transparted there. Injuries were Irealed in the feld.
Many houses. schoots, churches, and even srchards
around the Manocacy Battlefield were converted to
field hospilals. Bath the Worthington and Thomas
houses bolh served as field hospitals. as Gid the
Gambrill Milt and the smaller. neighboring homes.
of the McKinnay and Yasts lamilies.

In the aftermatn of this and other Civil War batties,

civilians worked alongside soldiers and surgeons
o sheller and help the wounded.




Fmergency!

The General Hospital in Frederick fended fo many
soldiers wounded in ballle, bul before hey were
transported there. Injuries were irealed in the feld.
Many houses. schools, churches, and even orchards
around the Monocacy Battiefield were converied to
field hospilals. Bath the Worthinglon and Thomas
houses both served as fleld hospltals. as did the
Gambrill Mill and the smaller, neighbaring homes
of Ihe McKinney and Yasle families,

In the aftermath of this and other Civil War batiles,
civilians worked alongside soldiers and surgeons
1o sheller and help ihe wounded.

The Sick and Wounded
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Outcomes and
Relevance

The Coil War ended more than 150 years ago. RN
but the rifts in society that caused the war a

re still being felt today. Eras, events, and

nstitutions like Reconstruction, Jim Crow,
Segregation, the Civil Rights Movernent, the

prison indusirial complex. and the Black

Lives Matter movemnent all represent a

societal tug-of-war that continues to impact

the way Americans live their lives.

Were you taught this history in school? Consider how you,

| your friends, and your family have experienced these

events and movements. Are there actions you are taking
{or not taking) that could impact others around you?

Heroes of the 10th Yermont JRA |

Cap'
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The Aftermath
of War

Tha Batfie of Mosecacy & often referred 1o 35 the “Batile that

saved Washmgion™ hecause it fofled General Lee's plan o
surprise the Federal Capital with an altack from the west
when mast of the US Army was engaged elsewhers One
of Lee's goats was 1o disrupl the presidestial slaction af
1854 and sue for paace under anather adminisirabon

Instead. the attacdy on the C3pial Oty was wasuccessiyl,
and Lincaln wert on 1o win another etection. Nine muoriths

Iater. an April 7. 1845, Confoderate forces surrsnderad at
Appomattox Courthousa




ﬁe Aftermath
— of War

2 Batfie of Menecacy is often referred 1o as the “Basile that
saved Washington™ because it foiled General Lee's plan to
surprise the Federal Capital with an attack from the west
when most of the US Army was engaged elsewhere One

Lee's goals was 10 disrupt the presidential election of
and sue for paace under another administration.

g the attack on the capital city was unsuccessful,
celn went on 1o win another election. Neme months
horid 9, 1845, Confederale forces surrendered at
lox Courthouse.

“We are sometimes asked. in the
name of patriotism. to forget the
merits of this fearful struggle, and
to remember with equal admiration
those who struck at the nation’s life
and those who struck to save it—

those who fought for slavery

and those who fought for
liberty and justice.”

—froderch Douglass, Docorsion Dy, 1871

Picking U
the Piecegl

in the aftermath of the Battle of Monacacy, the community
siruggled lo recover from the vialence and trauma of war.
Dead soldiers remained in the farm fields, unclaimed by
family. and eventually buried in mass graves. Damaged
fences, burned buildngs. and bridges needad repair

Just ene month ater, in August of 1884, LL Gen. Ulysses S.
Grant used the Thomas home 1o hold a council of war and
pian the Shenandoah Valley campaign

Although the war raged on into the spring of 1863, the
Battle of Monocacy was the tast major milltary action n
Maryland By November of 1864 President Lincoln had
won re-election 1o the presidency and Marytand had
abolished slavery
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Damages
and Reparations

It 1864, Comgrem pansed un act 1 provide repay-
et ot pipenty desivaged by of sippies privided
oy e Fundrul army duiring fhs time ey wers *so1-
waged n the suppresason of e rebellion. * Claims
coull anly e miedi by “loyal citiewns, in States ot
m yebeliiom. " Foxt the civifians at Monocacy, thers
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Bié-rlﬂbrials of War

After the Battle of Monocacy, fallen soldiers who were
not elaimed by family were buried in the fields where they
had faller. In 1866, the remains of Federal solders were
removed and reinterred at Antietam National Cemetery

in Sharpsburg, MD. Confederate remains were moved to
Mt. Olivet Cemetery in Frederick, MD.

As decades passed, veterans and other Broups erected
monuments to memorialize the events and people of the
Civil War. At Monocacy, a total of five monuments were
erected and still stand within the borders of the pi-lrk,

o
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% The Pennsylvania and Vermo
m

nt Monuments

The Pennsylvanis and
monuments &re located on Araby
Church Road near the Thomas Farm:.

60
ﬁ The New Jersey Monumentk g : ‘
eyl F

m

SEE
m

Maonocacy Junction.

SEE - Daughters of the Confederacy and Md Monuments

The Daughters of the Confederacy -
and the Maryland monuments are
located on Route 355 just west of
the Visitor Center,
¥

ML Oljvet Cemetary
Mt Olivat Cemetery, located
—— TY, In downtown
?Hn u,nl.;th- final internment site for more
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Maryland Delays
Emancipation

Loopholes
in the Law

Lits 2t

“The day aher emancipaton thus
found black men and women 1 e
same ambiguous positions 2 90

The Aftermath
of War

The Batfie of Meeecacy is often referred 1o as the “Baftle that
saved Washinglon™ because it foiled General Lea's plan to
surprise the Federal Capital with an attack from the wes!
when most of the US Army was engaged elsewhers (One
of Le2's goals was 1o disrupt the presidential election of
1866 and sue for paace under anather administrabion

Instead, the atiack on the c2phal city was unsuccessiy|,
and Lintoln wert an o win another election. Nine menths
later. on April 9. 1885, Confederate forces surrendered at
Appomatiox Courthguse.

Picking Up
the Pieces

in the aftermath of the Battle of Monocacy the commun ty
struggled lo recover fram the violence and trauma of war.
Dead soldiers remained in the farm Selds. unclaimed by
family. and eventually buried in mass graves. Damaged
fences, bumed buldings. and bridges needed repair

Just one month Lter. in August of 1884, Lt Gen. Ulysses S.
Erant used the Thomas home 1o hold a courcil of war angd
pian the Shenandeah Valley camoz on

Although the war raged on inlo the Spring of 1843, the
Battle of Monocacy was the last major miltary action in
Maryland By November of 1884 President Lincoin had

won re-eleclion fo the Fresiden

€y and Manfand had
30i=hed slavery






