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Correspondence Text

December 29, 2008

Manassas National Battlefield Park Headquarters
Attn: Dominion Transmission Project
12521 Lee Highway
Manassas, VA 20109

Re: Replacement of Existing Electric Power Lines and Structures (23714)

The Department of Conservation and Recreation's Division of Natural Heritage (DCR-DNH) has
searched its Biotics Data System for occurrences of natural heritage resources from the area
outlined on the submitted map. Natural heritage resources are defined as the habitat of rare,
threatened, or endangered plant and animal species, unique or exemplary natural communities,
and significant geologic formations.

According to the information currently in our files, this site is located within the Manassas
Diabase Uplands Conservation Site. Conservation sites are tools for representing key areas of
the landscape that warrant further review for possible conservation action because of the
natural heritage resources and habitat they support. Conservation sites are polygons built
around one or more rare plant, animal, or natural community designed to include the element
and, where possible, its associated habitat, and buffer or other adjacent land thought
necessary for the element's conservation. Conservation sites are given a biodiversity
significance ranking based on the rarity, quality, and number of element occurrences they
contain; on a scale of 1-5, 1 being most significant. Manassas Diabase Uplands Conservation
Conservation Site has been given a biodiversity significance ranking of B3, which represents a
site of high significance. The natural heritage resources associated with this site are:

Buchnera americana Blue-hearts G5?/S1S2/NL/NL
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Stachys pilosa var. arenicola Marsh Hedgenettle G5T4?/S1/NL/NL
Trifolium reflexum Buffalo Clover G3G4/S1/NL/NL
Upland Depression Swamp GNR/SNR/NL/NL
Basic Oak - Hickory Forest GNR/SNR/NL/NL

DCR's recommendations for minimizing impacts to natural heritage resources within the right-
of-way are as follows:

1) Avoidance of documented natural heritage resources.

2) Use wooden, lattice-like mats to allow light to penetrate to ground layer and lessen impacts
of heavy machinery at the same time. The "Diversified Logging Products" website has some
examples of the oak mats recommended along with a list of benefits.

3) Time of year of construction. When possible, it would be best for the vegetation if work
could be done in the late summer - early fall time frame. This would take advantage of the
physical properties of the soil types that support the rare plants. These soils have a great
potential to shrink and swell due to drought and wetness, respectively. When dry, the soils
often are very hard and difficult to work with from an agricultural/forestry point of view. DCR
recommends this characteristic should be exploited as much as possible to avoid soil
compaction and the formation of ruts.

4) Use of existing roads or trails if possible. There are sure to be complicating factors, but
DCR-DNH would recommend using compacted ground as much as possible. An example of an
exception might be the use of a road that is very wet due to its incision into the soil. In such a
case, an upland route seems more logical.

5) Planting the impacted sites. If mats are utilized and the impact area soil is not disturbed, no
planting is recommended. For truly disturbed areas, planting an annual cover crop such as
cereal grasses seems appropriate. They should help retain soil until the seed bank or rhizome
bank has responded. The alternate idea of planting native plants in those areas could also
work.

6) Re-survey. It would be very useful to DCR-DNH to have a re-survey of the areas disturbed
so impacts can be assessed.

In addition, our files do not indicate the presence of any State Natural Area Preserves under
DCR's jurisdiction in the project vicinity.

Under a Memorandum of Agreement established between the Virginia Department of
Agriculture and Consumer Services (VDACS) and the Virginia Department of Conservation and
Recreation (DCR), DCR represents VDACS in comments regarding potential impacts on state-
listed threatened and endangered plant and insect species.

New and updated information is continually added to Biotics. Please contact DCR for an update
on this natural heritage information if a significant amount of time passes before it is utilized.

The Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries maintains a database of wildlife
locations, including threatened and endangered species, trout streams, and anadromous fish
waters that may contain information not documented in this letter. Their database may be
accessed from http://vafwis.org/fwis/ or contact Shirl Dressler at (804) 367-6913.

Should you have any questions or concerns, feel free to contact me at 804-371-2708. Thank
you for the opportunity to comment on this project.

Sincerely,

S. Rene' Hypes
DCR-DNH Project Review Coordinator
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January 2, 2009

Manassas National Battlefield Park Headquarters
Attn: Dominion Transmission Project
12521 Lee Highway
Manassas, VA 20109

Re: Dominion Transmission Project

To Whom It May Concern:

Please consider this letter as the comments of Prince William County regarding the scope of
the Environmental Assessment ("EA") to be conducted on the Dominion Transmission Project
involving the construction of six temporary access roads off of Page Land Road. The County
believes the EA should consider the potential impact of Hazardous Materials and Wastes, as
well as, impacts to Water Resources and Water Quality, Biological Resources, Air Quality,
Cultural and Historic Resources, Infrastructure, Land Use and Planning, and Noise and Visual
Resources that the construction and use of the six temporary roads will have.

We appreciate the opportunity to comment on this project. If you have any questions, please
contact our office at (703) 792-6620.

Sincerely,

Kevin P. Black
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Assistant County Attorney

cc: Craig Gerhart, County Executive
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Original document will follow by first class mail.

January 2, 2009

Superintendent Edward Clark
Manassas National Battlefield Park Headquarters
Attn: Dominion Transmission Project
12521 Lee Highway
Manassas, VA 20109

Dear Superintendent Clark:

I am writing on behalf of the Civil War Preservation Trust (CWPT), a 60,000-member national
nonprofit battlefield preservation organization. Our mission is to protect our nation's endangered
Civil War sites and promote appreciation of these hallowed grounds through education and
heritage tourism. CWPT has protected more than 25,000 acres of battlefield land in the United
States, including nearly 136 acres associated with the Second Battle of Manassas.

Please accept this letter as our formal comments on Dominion Virginia Power's proposal to
reconfigure the existing transmission lines located on the western border of the Manassas
National Battlefield Park.

The existing right-of-way includes one 500kV line and one double-circuit 230 kV line. Dominion
Virginia Power is proposing to replace both these lines with parallel double-circuit 500/230 kV
towers throughout the right-of-way. The new towers will be placed in the same approximate
location as the current towers. However, this replacement will result in the height of the towers
increasing by an average of 15 feet.
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CWPT has two concerns with this project: (1) the additional intrusions to the battlefield's
viewshed as a result of the taller, more obtrusive towers and transmission line configuration;
and (2) the physical disruption to the battlefield landscape as a result of the six proposed
temporary access roads for construction of the new towers.

Maintaining the landscape as it would have been during the Civil War is essential to allowing
visitors the contemplative experience they desire when visiting a Civil War battlefield. This
involves protecting the viewshed and minimizing or mitigating modern visual intrusions.
Currently, visitors can see the tops of the existing towers poking over the trees. With an
additional 15 feet in height on average, the new towers will be prominent from many of the
park's public gathering areas—including Stuart's Hill and the historic Brawner House.

Since there are no mandated height restrictions on the towers per the easement agreement,
we suggest that visual simulation studies be conducted at key locations throughout the
battlefield to determine the visual impact of the new, taller towers. In addition, Dominion Virginia
Power should work with the National Park Service (NPS) on possible vegetative screening to
minimize the negative effects on the viewshed.

CWPT would also like to express our concern regarding the six temporary access roads
needed to aid in the construction of the new towers. These roads will cause physical
destruction to historically significant battlefield terrain. Although the roads are only temporary, it
is still necessary to consider their adverse impacts. The Brawner Farm, on the Second
Manassas battlefield, will be particularly impacted by a proposed access road on the historic
site. It is important to note that the fighting at Brawner Farm was the opening engagement of
this three-day battle. It was in front of the Brawner House on August 28, 1862 that two of the
most famous units in the opposing armies – the Union Iron Brigade and the Confederate
Stonewall Brigade – fought to a standstill on August 28, 1862.

The Brawner Farm is also an important historic and interpretative facility Second Manassas
battlefield. The construction of an access road on the property should not interfere in any way
with visitor access to the site. In addition, consideration must be given to adverse impacts from
all the proposed access roads to the setting and feeling of the battlefield as well as increased
noise levels from construction. A battlefield park is meant to offer visitors a thoughtful, deeper
perspective on what happened on that land and the historical and cultural implications of the
battles. All efforts should be made to minimize and mitigate any impacts that will have a
negative, disruptive effect on the visitor experience.

Finally, it is worth noting that the Second Manassas battlefield was confirmed to be historically
significant in the 1993 congressionally authorized report of the Civil War Sites Advisory
Commission. The commission identified much of the area potentially impacted Dominion Virginia
Power's reconfiguration proposal to be "core battlefield land," its highest designation for the
historic significance of a battlefield landscape.

Thank you for taking the time to consider our views on the proposed reconfiguration of the
transmission lines through the Manassas National Battlefield Park. If you have any questions,
please contact me or Emily Egel of my staff at 202-367-1861 x211.

Sincerely,

O. James Lighthizer, President

cc: U.S. Senator James Webb
U.S. Senator Mark Warner
U.S. Congressman Frank Wolf
John Nau, III, Chairman, Advisory Council for Historic Preservation
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