








































































































































Comments�from�San�Mateo�County�Farm�Bureau�regarding�management�alternatives�for�the�Rancho�Corral�de�
Tierra�site,�San�Mateo�County,�Calif.�
��
1.�San�Mateo�County�Farm�Bureau�appreciates�the�recognition�and�acknowledgement�by�NPS�staff�of�the�significance�
and�importance�of�the�adjacent�irrigated�row�crop�commercial�farming�operation�during�their�oral�presentations�at�
the�public�workshops.�We�would�suggest�that�this�recognition�be�captured�in�the�written�narrative�of�the�"Current�
Conditions�and�Management"�for�the�Rancho�Corral�de�Tierra�project.�
��
Suggested�language�could�be�"Approximately�300�acres�of�the�Rancho�are�not�included�in�the�park�boundary.�Those�
acres�encompass�farmland�of�"Local�Significance"�as�designated�by�the�State�of�California�Department�of�
Conservation"�and�will�remain�in�private�ownership�and�agricultural�use."�
��
2.�Important�farmland,�such�as�those�adjacent�to�the�NPS�Rancho�Corral�de�Tierra�project,�are�resources�which�are�
the�subject�of�several�layers�of�protection�in�San�Mateo�County�including�county�Planned�Agricultural�District�zoning�
and�the�Local�and�State�Coastal�Plan.�Beyond�protection�of�the�farmlands,�there�is�recognition�in�our�County�that�the�
business�of�agriculture�needs�insulation�from�nuisance�issues�arising�from�neighbor�complaints�about�normal�
agricultural�activities�associated�with�the�cultivating�and�growing�of�crops.�In�response�to�this�issue,�San�Mateo�
County�has�developed�and�adopted�a�form�of�"right�to�farm"�ordinance.�This�ordinance�reduces�the�likelihood�of�
"moving�to�the�nuisance"�complaints.�And�beyond�the�"right�to�farm"�ordinances�and�protective�zoning,�our�Farm�
Bureau�believes�that�a�buffer�zone�between�farmland�and�public�access�trails�is�important�from�both�a�public�safety�
as�well�as�for�"food�safety�and�security"�purposes�and�should�be�considered�when�planning�public�access�trail�
systems.�Such�buffer�zones,�however,�should�not�be�a�burden�on�the�existing�farm�or�cause�a�reduction�of�the�
production�footprint�of�the�farm.�These�topics�as�well�as�trail�closures�during�some�agricultural�activities�have�been�
highlighted�recently�during�deliberations�about�the�location�and�use�of�the�Coastal�Trail�where�it�will�be�constructed�
adjacent�to�existing�row�crop�operations.�

We�understand�that�the�siting,�planning�and�eventual�construction�of�trails,�access�and�NPS�facilities�will�be�
addressed�in�the�future�and�we�look�forward�to�further�discussion�at�that�point.�We�would�suggest,�however,�that�it�
is�timely�in�this�current�planning�process�to�acknowledge�the�issue.�
��
The�current�description�for�the�"Diverse�Opportunities�Zone"�for�Alternative�1�suggests�that�the�"working�agricultural�
landscapes"�be�"incorporated�into�the�visitor�experience".�We�would�suggest�that�it�would�be�appropriate�to�add�to�
that�language�"without�impact�to�the�agricultural�production".�
��
It�would�be�our�suggestion,�that�this�consideration�be�afforded�to�any�adjacent�production�agricultural�operation�for�
this�or�other�planning�processes�now�or�in�the�future�in�San�Mateo�County.�
��
3.�Within�the�"Current�Conditions�and�Management"�section,�there�is�a�statement�that�"The�headwaters�of�four�
major�coastal�watersheds�are�contained�within�this�property,�providing�important�riparian�habitat�and�a�scenic�
backdrop�&"�We�would�like�to�point�out�that�those�drainages�are�also�important�source�watersheds�for�both�
domestic�and�agricultural�uses.�
��
It�would�be�our�suggestion,�that�the�anticipated�more�specific�planning�efforts�for�the�Rancho�Corral�de�Tierra�site�
include�ideas�on�how�to�protect�existing,�possibly�enhance�existing�and�or�develop�new�water�facilities�and�storage�
within�these�watersheds�for�benefit�of�domestic�(urban)�users�and�agricultural�usage.�That�suggestion�is�made�
because�of�the�urgent�need�for�reliable�local�water�supplies,�while�also�recognizing�that�correctly�managed�water�
enhances�both�aquatic�and�terrestrial�sensitive�species�on�our�coast.�We�believe�that�this�use�of�water�resources�has�
precedent�within�the�National�Parks�system�(i.e.�Tuolomne�River�being�a�source�watershed�for�domestic�and�
agricultural�use�in�Yosemite)�or�even�within�the�Golden�Gate�National�Recreation�Area�(i.e.�GGNRA�easement�over�
SFPUC�watershed�lands�where�Pilarcitos�Creek�is�a�source�watershed�for�domestic�and�agricultural�use).�
��



In�terms�of�this�current�more�general�planning�effort,�we�suggest�that�the�agricultural�and�domestic�beneficial�uses�
for�these�source�watersheds�should�be�acknowledged�and�included�in�the�"Current�Conditions�and�Management"�
section.�
��
Suggested�language�could�be�"The�headwaters�of�four�major�coastal�watersheds�are�contained�within�this�property,�
providing�important�riparian�habitat,�important�sources�of�water�for�both�domestic�and�agricultural�use�and�a�scenic�
backdrop"�
��
Thank�you�for�the�opportunity�to�comment.�
�















August 1, 2008 
 
 

e Ranch, a nonprofit California corporation established in 1970, submits the following comments in response to the proposed 
ral Management Plan for the Golden Gate National Recreation Area (the “Plan”).  This statement was drafted by the Executive 
ctor and Vice President of the Board of Directors of Slide Ranch in consultation with the President of the Board and members 

of the board’s Executive Committee. 
 

Slide Ranch belongs and should remain where it is. 
 

most recent draft of the Plan presents three alternatives for the future of the historic coastal site now occupied by Slide Ranch 
tween Muir Beach and Stinson Beach, California.  Two of those alternatives call for the relocation of Slide Ranch to a “more 
irable location.”   Slide Ranch respectfully but strongly disagrees with any proposed relocation of the Ranch.  In this it is not 
.  The managers and staff of Slide Ranch have received a myriad of comments, written and oral, from past and present users of 
site, parents of children who have benefited from its many educational programs, and teachers, all of whom unanimously and 
thusiastically endorse the operation of Slide Ranch in its present site.  Slide Ranch management is advised that NPS staff has 
eived a similar if not greater volume of comments urging that Slide Ranch not be relocated away from its home on the coast. 

 
The reasons for this outpouring of support for Slide Ranch are not hard to understand.  Slide Ranch may be 

the most beautiful outdoor classroom in the world.   Its present location is ideally suited to the role Slide 
Ranch plays in the ecology and social well-being of Marin County and the entire San Francisco Bay Area.  

Founded in 1970, the year of the first Earth Day, located above the Pacific Ocean and blessed with a 
panoramic view of the Marin County coastline, Slide Ranch teaches visitors to discover the wonder of the 

natural world through hands-on activities and independent exploration.  Participants of all ages, socio-
economic and ethnic backgrounds experience a deep connection to the Earth, its soil, water and the human 
efforts that preserve the land and bring food to our tables.  From the moment of its founding in 1970, Slide 
Ranch immediately started serving inner-city children from San Francisco’s Mission District.  Today more 

than 8000 visitors – many of them underprivileged and at-risk youth -- attend Slide’s family days, school field 
trips, summer camp and overnight camping programs each year.  This direct and immediate immersion in the 
natural world has generated a deep base of support for Slide Ranch that spans generations of San Francisco 

Bay Area residents. 
 

Plan Alternative One, “Connecting People with the Parks,” calls for Slide to remain where it is, and is very 
much in line with the purpose of Slide Ranch.  The NPS should keep in mind that the Ranch site was 

purchased with private funds in 1970 and dedicated to public use in order to protect it from commercial 
development.  Slide Ranch’s founding and operation on the coast thus helped realize, and continues to 
further, one of the basic congressional mandates in the establishment of the GGNRA, namely, that the 
Secretary of the Interior “shall preserve the recreation area, as far as possible, in its natural setting, and 

protect it from development and uses which would destroy the scenic beauty and natural character of the 
area.”  16 U.S.C. §460bb. 



 
people of Slide Ranch have these words in mind every day.  They maintain a deep sense of stewardship for the land and ocean 
the creatures that inhabit them.  Staff regularly remove invasive plants, maintain trails and provide interpretive and educational 
grams that inspire visitors to help restore the coastal eco-system.  Visitors to this scenic historic coastal farm thus experience 
hand the connections between the food we eat and the natural elements that grow life.  The Slide Ranch site has been used by 
ers since the 19th Century.  Building on 21st century methods of ecology and farm husbandry, Slide Ranch staff and volunteers 

anage 134 acres of coast land consistent with its GGNRA Park Partnership and membership in Marin Organics (which Slide 
Ranch joined in 2005). 

 
elocation is unwarranted under the language of the Plan itself.  Slide’s tide pool exploration and education program, habitat 
ation days and curriculum are all heavily oriented to the Plan’s goal of “increasing visitor understanding, awareness and support 

or coastal resources through participation in stories and programs about human interaction with and dependency on natural 
urces.”   The Slide Ranch site, perched above the crashing waves, inspires a sense of wonder and awe unlikely to be replicated 

elsewhere. 
 

ors and program participants are not the only beneficiaries of Slide’s magnificent location and excellent programs.  Slide Ranch 
ecome an important national training ground for young environmental workers, teachers and thinkers who come from all over 
U.S. to participate in our Teachers-in-Residence program.  After ten months of working at Slide Ranch, these young people 

disperse to organizations nationwide to apply the knowledge and techniques they have learned at the Ranch. 
 

ct Slide Ranch is an “evolved cultural landscape”, to borrow a term from the NPS, and has been in continuous agricultural use 
more than 100 years.  It has performed multiple roles and tasks for generations of visitors at its current site.  Geological issues 
inly exist – indeed, the name comes from the historic “Big Slide” that served as a navigational landmark for 19th Century ships 
oaching the Golden Gate – but those very issues present opportunities for innovation and creativity.  The land beneath Slide’s 
stic facilities is a continuously changing landscape that requires and inspires creative design solutions emphasizing flexibility, 
tation and simplicity.  In this sense Slide Ranch is not only a classroom but a laboratory for ecologically sound engineering and 

land use in harmony with a rugged yet astonishingly beautiful environment. 
 

Ranch celebrates a style of farm architecture and working-the-land ethic that dates well back into the earliest days of settlement 
West Marin.  Its food growing practices, organic soil, re-use of resources, buildings and infrastructure exemplify a light-carbon 
otprint operation reminiscent of a younger world but which employ the latest tools of organic farming.  The Coastal Miwok 
ple harvested and smoked food from the sea at the Slide Ranch site 800 years ago.  Visitors today can examine the tide pools 

e the Miwok fished and moments later enjoy Slide’s organic vegetable garden, the pride of West Marin.  Slide Ranch honors the 
Miwok and all people in its very contemporary yet timeless efforts to connect us all to the Earth. 

 
We appreciate the opportunity to share with the General Management Plan team some of our views at this 

stage.  We may have additional comments and views to share with you as the planning process moves 
forward and one or more alternatives are published by the GMP team. 

 
You you have questions about the official position of Slide Ranch, please contact Executive Director Charles 

Higgins at 415.381.8758.
 

For more information about Slide Ranch, please visit www.slideranch.org. 
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  July 31, 2008 
 
Superintendent Brian O’Neill 
National Park Service 
General Management Planning Team – GGNRA 
Denver Service Center 
12795 West Alameda Parkway 
Denver, CO 80225-0287 
 
Re: Comments on Golden Gate NRA – General Management Plan 
 
 
Dear Superintendent O’Neill: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the General Management Plan for the 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area (“GGNRA”). 
 
Transportation Alternatives for Marin (“TAM”) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation 
whose mission is to promote pedestrian and bicycle transportation, particularly in the 
United States. This mission is advanced through the study of international best practices 
and the promotion of Marin County, California as a model community of pedestrian and 
bicycle transportation. Our objective is to demonstrate that investment in integrated 
bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure, combined with education, can relieve a substantial 
portion of the overall transportation load. 
 
The mission of the National Park Service is to “preserve unimpaired the natural and 
cultural resources and values of the national park system for the enjoyment, education, 
and inspiration of this and future generations.” The best way to advance this mission is 
to develop sustainable alternative transportation systems as a means to reduce 
congestion both accessing and within the parks, reduce carbon footprint, minimize 
detrimental environmental consequences of automotive traffic and emissions, and 
enhance the peaceful, natural experience that draws visitors. We encourage the NPS to 
work with its local partners and gateway communities to develop creative, long-term 
transportation solutions in and around our parks.  
 
We encourage the National Park Service to emphasize non-motorized access to the 
GGNRA in this planning process.  A large number of everyday users of the GGNRA are 
local users. We recommend that the NPS consider the huge increase in non-motorized 
infrastructure in Marin County to access the GGNRA in the Marin portions of the 
National Recreation Area, particularly in Southern Marin. These notable increased 
access opportunities are primarily in the Tennessee Valley and Highway 1 areas.  
 
Our recommendations are made for the National Park Service to include in the General 
Management Plan EIR process to consider as Alternatives.  



2 

TRANSPORTATION ALTERNATIVES FOR MARIN  � 187 E. BLITHEDALE AVENUE � MILL VALLEY  �  CA �   94941   
TEL: 415.389.5040 X24  FAX: 415.389-5044

 

The recommendations we make below are primarily for safe and separate 
accommodation for non-motorized travelers, which are primarily cyclists and 
pedestrians. Safe and separate accommodations for pedestrians and cyclists are 
primarily Class I bike paths and multi-use paths. Separate infrastructure increases the 
number of non-motorized users and provides safer accommodation.  
 
The following are our specific infrastructure recommendations: 
 
1. Class I Bikeway from Vista Point to Ft. Baker. Ft. Baker has been renovated based 

upon sustainable principles. Non-motorized access to Ft. Baker provides the best, 
easiest access to Alexander Avenue, Sausalito. Safe and separate bicycle 
infrastructure should be constructed from Vista Point and GGNRA property down 
to Ft. Baker and from Ft. Baker to Alexander Avenue via East Road.  
 

2. Manzanita Transferium.  
a. The NPS should consider working with a public/private partnership including 

the owners of the land, or possible new owners of the land, next to the Holiday 
Inn Express on the north side of Highway 1 and the surrounding area at the 
Manzanita Exit. This is an excellent location for a bus access/transferium and for 
automobile parking. This should be studied as an opportunity to get people to 
use non-motorized travel as well as transit including busses to the GGNRA. 
There is plenty of space to build discreet parking in this area and also work with 
private parties to build accommodation for automobiles and transfer areas as 
well as hotel accommodations for GGNRA visitors. The strategy should be to get 
people to get out of their automobiles. Such strategies could include free parking 
at this area, only if people get out of their cars and use non-motorized or transit 
services, both private and public, to access the GGNRA. This would be an 
excellent location for a bike station, which would provide bike rentals. 
(Essentially, the GGNRA would only rent the bike station and leave the running 
of the business to a private business.) 
 

3. Tam Valley Mini-Loop.  
a. Part of the Tam Valley Mini-Loop is being constructed from Manzanita Station 

on the North side of Highway 1 to the Tennessee Valley path currently called the 
“Manzanita Connector.”  The Park Service should work to complete safe and 
separate infrastructure on each side of Highway 1 from the Manzanita station to 
the Tam Valley intersection of Highway 1 and Almonte Blvd. While parts of this 
will be completed soon, a complete system would facilitate non-motorized access 
through this area and provide accommodation to decrease congestion, 
particularly for local residents. This would be a huge mitigation measure for 
local residents given the amount of traffic that comes through this area into the 
GGNRA.  
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b. Grade separated intersection at Highway 1 and Almonte Blvd for automobile 
traffic and non-motorized users. The NPS should consider acquiring a 70 yard 
perimeter of the lands surrounding the intersection of Highway 1 and Almonte 
on each of the three sides of the T intersection of Highway 1 and Almonte Blvd. 
and convert such areas to resting areas, meeting areas and non-motorized access 
areas to the GGNRA. Additionally, the NPS should study elevating the roadway 
at the intersection, with bicycle and pedestrian facilities under the road in every 
direction beneath Highway 1 and Almonte Blvd. This would separate the 
automobiles from cyclists and pedestrians at a busy intersection, allowing safe 
and separate passage for all users.  
 

c. The NPS should consider acquiring the land on the east side of Highway 1 from 
Coyote Creek to the Highway 1 Almonte Blvd. intersection and return this area 
to wetlands. This would also provide better non-motorized access along the 
frontage area on the east side of Highway 1. This would provide the opportunity 
to raise the road level at this area and decrease traffic issues regarding flooding.  
 

d. From the Almonte Blvd. / Highway 1 intersection, along Highway 1, provide 
safe and separate bicycle accommodation on each side of Highway 1 up to 
Loring.  
 

e. From Almonte Blvd. / Highway 1 intersection, complete the Tam Valley Mini-
Loop by providing safe and separate non-motorized accommodation on each 
side of Almonte Blvd. from Highway 1 and Almonte intersection to the Almonte 
/ Miller Avenue split at the south end of Tamalpais High School. 

 
4. Tennessee Valley Non-Motorized Connection. The County of Marin is building a 

pedestrian / bicycle path from the North-South Greenway near Coyote Creek up to 
the Tam Valley Community Center. We recommend that the Park Service continue 
the path from the Tam Valley Community Center all the way into Tennessee Valley 
to provide continuous, safe and separate non-motorized access to this Park entrance.  
 

5. Southern Marin Parklands Flat, Paved Access to Muir Woods. We recommend that 
the NPS study an access route that provides non-motorized access from Manzanita 
Station (a connection to the North-South Greenway) to Muir Woods on a safe and 
separate continuous and basically flat path that would allow all users to access the 
GGNRA in a non-motorized fashion, as follows: 

 
a. Complete the path from Tam Valley Community Center to Tennessee Valley 

Park Entrance. 
 

b. Construct a tunnel near the Haypress region in Tennessee Valley through to 
Green Gulch. The tunnel would be approximately .85 miles long. From the Green 
Gulch side of the tunnel, construct a Class I multi use pathway from Green Gulch 



4 

TRANSPORTATION ALTERNATIVES FOR MARIN  � 187 E. BLITHEDALE AVENUE � MILL VALLEY  �  CA �   94941   
TEL: 415.389.5040 X24  FAX: 415.389-5044

 

to Muir Woods Park Entrance. The pathway would parallel Shoreline Highway 
to Muir Woods Road to the Muir Woods Entrance. 
 

c. Provide secure, covered bicycle parking at Muir Woods Park Entrance.  
 

6. Northern Loop, non-paved/pervious surface. We recommend the construction of a 
non-paved, pervious surface path for both cyclist and pedestrian accommodation 
from Muir Woods up to the ridge near Highway 1, above Highway 1 at the lowest 
elevation possible to Stinson Beach, from Stinson Beach down Highway 1 past the 
school, connecting to a planned, improved path up Bolinas Ridge to the Coastal 
Trail, the Coastal Trail to Rock Springs, from Rock Springs to Pan Toll, from Pan Toll 
back down to Muir Woods.  

 
7. Stinson Beach Improvements. Develop a specific plan for Stinson Beach working 

with the Stinson Beach residents for parking, bicycle and pedestrian improvements, 
in particular to limit the areas where people can park outside of the State Park. 
Consider using alternatives such as parking stickers for locals to identifying them as 
allowing to park on local streets and only allowing visitors to park in areas 
designated for visitor parking, including Stinson Beach State Park and the 
downtown Stinson Beach area.  

 
We recognize that some of these suggestions are bold. We also know that in the era of 
limited oil resources, greenhouse gasses, energy dependence, traffic congestion, and 
health concerns, bold solutions are needed. Some of our suggestions are rather 
straightforward. Others are expansive. We really encourage the NPS to consider these 
alternatives to get people out of their automobiles and to access GGNRA in a sustainable 
manner, with a reduced carbon footprint and healthier approach to GGNRA access.  
 
Thank you for your consideration. 

  
 Respectfully submitted, 

  
 Patrick M. Seidler 
 President 
 

cc:  Supervisor Charles McGlashan 
 Supervisor Steve Kinsey 
 Marin County Bicycle Coalition 


























































