
1 

Kalaupapa National Historical Park 

General Management Plan and Environmental Assessment 

Finding of No Significant Impact 

Introduction 

Purpose and Need 

Purpose 

National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 

Kalaupapa National Historical Park 
Hawai‘i 
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Need 
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Selected Alternative 

Description of the Selected Action  
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Hansen’s Disease Patients and Department of Health Operations 

Management of Specific Areas within Kalaupapa NHP 

Kalawao 
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Kalaupapa Settlement 
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Molokai Light Station 

Peninsula and Kauhak  Crater 

P l ‘au State Park 

Seabird Sanctuaries on kala and Huelo Islands 

Waikolu Valley and Pu‘u Ali‘i Natural Area Reserve  
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Molokai Forest Reserve  

Management Structure, Partnerships, and Agreements 

Governance of Kalawao County 

`

Department of Health Partnership 
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Department of Hawaiian Home Lands Partnership 

Department of Land and Natural Resources, Department of Transportation, and R. W. 
Meyer, Ltd. Partnerships and Churches 

Kalaupapa NHP Community-based Group 

Ka ‘Ohana O Kalaupapa 
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East Molokai Watershed Partnership  

Research 

Cultural Resources 
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Values, Traditions, and Practices of Traditionally Associated People (also referred to as 
ethnographic resources) 

Archeological Resources 

Historic Structures 
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Cultural Landscapes 
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Museum Collections 

Natural Resources 

Air Quality 

Soundscapes 

Lightscapes 
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Water Resources 

Marine Resources 

Soils and Geologic Resources 

Vegetation 

Wildlife 

Scenic Resources 
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Contemporary Resource Use 

Wild and Scenic River   

Visitor Use and Experience  
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Lineal Descendants of Kama ina 
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Lineal Descendants of Patients 

Interpretation and Education 
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Number of Visitors 
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Orientation and Entry Pass 



19 

Access within Kalaupapa 

Age Limit 
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Overnight Use 

Recreational Activities 

Commercial Visitor Services 
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Access and Transportation Facilities 

Land Access and Pali Trail 

Air Access and Kalaupapa Airport 

Water Access 
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Kalaupapa Roads and Trails 

Sustainable Practices and Responses to Climate Change 
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Operations 

Types and General Intensities of Development 

Safety and Security 
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Staffing 

Boundaries and Land Protection 

Lands within the Kalaupapa NHP Boundary 

Lands Adjacent and Close to Kalaupapa NHP 
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Action Plans, Studies, and Agreements 

Management Zones  

User Capacity 
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Modifications Incorporated in the Selected Alternative 

Mitigation Measures Incorporated in the Selected Alternative 

Scenic Resources 

Cultural Resources (General) 

Archeological Resources 
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Cultural Landscapes and Historic Structures 

Water Resources: Hydrological Processes 
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Wildlife including Marine 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Special Status Species 
 
General 

Hawaiian Hoary Bats 
 

Hawaiian Sea Turtles and Monk Seals  
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Seabirds 

Plants 

Sphinx Moth 
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Vegetation  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Additional Measures Identified by the USFWS 
Biosecurity 
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a.

b.

c.

d.

a.

b.

a.
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Other Alternatives Considered 

Alternative 1: Continue Current Management 

Visitor Use and Experience 
Number of Visitors 

Age Limit 

Management Zones 

Summary of Alternatives Considered and Dismissed 
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Other Preliminary Options Considered and Dismissed 

Termination of NPS Management of Kalaupapa NHP 

 

Camping 

New Access to Kalaupapa 

Boundary Modification 
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Rationale for the Decision of the Selected Action 

Why the Selected Alternative (Preferred Alternative) Will Not Have a Significant Effect on 
the Human Environment 

Impacts that may be both beneficial and adverse. A significant effect may exist even if 
the Federal agency believes that, on balance, the effect will be beneficial: 

 

Degree to which the proposed action affects public health or safety:

Unique characteristics of the geographic area such as proximity to historic or cultural 
resources, park lands, prime farmlands, wetlands, wild and scenic rivers, or ecologically 
critical areas:
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Degree to which the effects on the quality of the human environment are likely to be highly 
controversial:

Degree to which the possible effects on the quality of the human environment are highly 
uncertain or involve unique or unknown risks:

Degree to which the action may establish a precedent for future actions with significant 
effects or represents a decision in principle about a future consideration:

Whether the action is related to other actions with individually insignificant, but 
cumulatively significant, impacts. Significance exists if it is reasonable to anticipate a 
cumulatively significant impact on the environment. Significance cannot be avoided by 
terming an action temporary or breaking it down into small component parts: 

Degree to which the action may adversely affect districts, sites, highways, structures, or 
objects listed or eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places or may cause 
loss or destruction of significant scientific, cultural, or historical resources: 
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Degree to which the action may adversely affect an endangered or threatened species or its 
habitat that has been determined to be critical under the Endangered Species Act of 1973: 

Whether the action threatens a violation of federal, state, or local environmental protection 
laws:

Public Involvement 

Public Scoping and Review of the Preliminary Alternatives (March 11 – July 15, 2009 and 
May 15 – July 16, 2011) 

Public Review of Draft GMP/EIS (April 10 – June 8, 2015) 

Public Review of the EA (November 15, 2018 – March 7, 2019) 
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Agency Consultation 

Consultation with the State of Hawai‘i Historic Preservation Officer and the Advisory 
Council on Historic Preservation for Section 106 
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U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

National Marine Fisheries Service 

Other Consultation 

Kalaupapa National Historical Park Advisory Commission 
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Department of Hawaiian Home Lands Beneficiary Consultation 

Finding 
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Attachment 1: Management Zones 

Integrated Resource Management Zone 

Resources 

Access and Transportation 
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Visitor Use and Experience 

Facilities 

Engagement Zone 

Resources 
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Access and Transportation 

Visitor Use and Experience 

Facilities 
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KALAUPAPA NATIONAL HISTORICAL 

Operations Zone 

Resources 

Access and Transportation 

Visitor Use and Experience 

Facilities 

Wao Akua Zone 

Resources 
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Access and Transportation 

Visitor Use and Experience 

Facilities 
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Attachment 2: Public Comments and NPS Responses 

Kalaupapa NHP GMP/EA Public Review 

Written Comments and Public Meetings 

Agencies and Organizations Submitting Official Comments 

Substantive Comments on the GMP/EA and NPS Responses 

Analysis of Substantive Comments 
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NPS Responses to Comments 
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Kalaupapa NHP 
Community-based Group:

4 

only
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www.doi.gov/nepa/requirements-
guidance/DOI-requirements
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www.nps.gov/subjects/infrastructure/i
dentifying-reporting-deferred-
maintenance.htm
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Attachment 3: Determination of Non-Impairment 
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Values, Traditions, and Practices of Traditionally Associated People (Ethnographic and 
Biocultural Resources) 
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Impacts to Values, Traditions, and Practices of Traditionally Associated People 
(Ethnographic and Biocultural Resources) 
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Archeological Resources  

Impacts to Archeological Resources 

Historic Buildings and Structures 
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Cultural Landscapes 

‘
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Impacts to Cultural Landscapes and Historic Structures 
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Water Resources 

Impacts to Water Resources, including Hydrology and Floodplains 
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Terrestrial and Marine Vegetation 
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Terrestrial and Marine Wildlife 
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Impacts to Terrestrial and Marine Vegetation and Terrestrial and Marine Wildlife 

Special Status Species 
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Impacts to Special Status Species 
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Conclusion Summary 
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