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HARRIET TUBMAN SPECIAL RESOURCE STUDY ACT

114 STAT. 2404 PUBLIC LAW 106–516—NOV. 13, 2000

 An Act

To direct the Secretary of the Interior to conduct a special resource study 
concerning the preservation and public use of sites associated with Harriet Tubman 
located in Auburn, New York, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Harriet Tubman Special Resource Study Act’’.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds that—

		  (1) Harriet Tubman was born into slavery on a plantation in 
Dorchester County, Maryland, in 1821;

		  (2) in 1849, Harriet Tubman escaped the plantation on foot, 
using the North Star for direction and following a route through Maryland, 
Delaware, and Pennsylvania to Philadelphia, where she gained her freedom;

		  (3) Harriet Tubman is an important figure in the history of the 
United States, and is most famous for her role as a ‘‘conductor’’ on the 
Underground Railroad, in which, as a fugitive slave, she helped hundreds of 
enslaved individuals to escape to freedom before and during the Civil War;

		  (4) during the Civil War, Harriet Tubman served the Union Army as 
a guide, spy, and nurse;

		  (5) after the Civil War, Harriet Tubman was an advocate for the 
education of black children;

		  (6) Harriet Tubman settled in Auburn, New York, in 1857, and 
lived there until 1913;

		  (7) while in Auburn, Harriet Tubman dedicated her life to caring 
selflessly and tirelessly for people who could not care for themselves, was an 
influential member of the community and an active member of the Thompson 
Memorial A.M.E. Zion Church, and established a home for the elderly;
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		  (8) Harriet Tubman was a friend of William Henry Seward, who 
served as the Governor of and a Senator from the State of New York and as 
Secretary of State under President Abraham Lincoln; 

		  (9) 4 sites in Auburn that directly relate to Harriet Tubman and are 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places are—

			   (A) Harriet Tubman’s home;

			   (B) the Harriet Tubman Home for the Aged;

			   (C) the Thompson Memorial A.M.E. Zion Church; and

			�   (D) �Harriet Tubman Home for the Aged and William 
Henry Seward’s home in Auburn are national historic 
landmarks.

SEC. 3. STUDY CONCERNING SITES IN AUBURN, NEW YORK, 
ASSOCIATED WITH HARRIET TUBMAN.

	 (a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the Interior shall conduct a special 
resource study of the national significance, feasibility of long-term preservation, 
and public use of the following sites associated with Harriet Tubman:

	 (1) �Harriet Tubman’s birthplace, located on Greenbriar Road, off of Route 
50, in Dorchester County, Maryland.

	 (2) ��Bazel Church, located 1 mile South of Greenbriar Road in Cambridge, 
Maryland.

	 (3) �Harriet Tubman’s home, located at 182 South Street, Auburn,  
New York.

	 (4) �The Harriet Tubman Home for the Aged, located at 180 South Street, 
Auburn, New York.

	 (5) �The Thompson Memorial A.M.E. Zion Church, located at 33 Parker 
Street, Auburn, New York.

	 (6) �Harriet Tubman’s grave at Fort Hill Cemetery, located at 19 Fort Street, 
Auburn, New York.

	 (7) �William Henry Seward’s home, located at 33 South Street, Auburn, 
New York.

	 (b) INCLUSION OF SITES IN THE NATIONAL PARK SYSTEM.—
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The study under subsection (a) shall include an analysis and any recommendations 
of the Secretary concerning the suitability and feasibility of—

	 (1) designating one or more of the sites specified in subsection

	 (a) as units of the National Park System; and

	 (2) �establishing a national heritage corridor that incorporates the sites 
specified in subsection (a) and any other sites associated with Harriet 
Tubman.

	 (c) STUDY GUIDELINES.—In conducting the study authorized by this Act, 
the Secretary shall use the criteria for the study of areas for potential inclusion 
in the National Park System contained in section 8 of Public Law 91–383, as 
amended by section 303 of the National Park Omnibus Management Act (P.L. 
105– 391; 112 Stat. 3501).

	 (d) CONSULTATION.—In preparing and conducting the study under 
subsection (a), the Secretary shall consult with—
	 (1) the Governors of the States of Maryland and New York;
	 (2) �a member of the Board of County Commissioners of Dorchester 

County, Maryland;
	 (3) the Mayor of the city of Auburn, New York;
	 (4) the owner of the sites specified in subsection (a); and
	 (5) the appropriate representatives of—
	 (A) the Thompson Memorial A.M.E. Zion Church;
	 (B) the Bazel Church;
	 (C) the Harriet Tubman Foundation; and
	 (D) the Harriet Tubman Organization, Inc.
	 (e) REPORT.—Not later than 2 years after the date on which funds are made 
available for the study under subsection (a), the Secretary shall submit to Congress 
a report describing the results of the study.

Approved November 13, 2000.

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY—S. 2345:
SENATE REPORTS: No. 106–440 (Comm. on Energy and Natural Resources).
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, Vol. 146 (2000):
Oct. 5, considered and passed Senate.
Oct. 24, considered and passed House.
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Harriet Tubman Special Resource Study Interpretive Themes Workshop

Wednesday, March 12, 2003
National Park Service, 1201 Eye Street

Washington, DC

1. Introduction

On March 12, 2003, twenty-eight individuals – each with expertise related either 
to Harriet Tubman or to national park planning – met in Washington, DC. Their 
purpose: to develop interpretive themes for the Harriet Tubman Special Resource 
Study, now being carried out by the National Park Service (NPS). A list of 
participants is included in the appendices. 

2. Context

Congress has directed the NPS to study the preservation and public use of sites 
associated with Harriet Tubman and to make recommendations regarding the 
establishment of a national heritage corridor. At present, the NPS is carrying out 
research and consultations to identify and document resources associated with 
Harriet Tubman and to evaluate their national significance. The Harriet Tubman 
Special Resource Study is separate from the Underground Railway program, even 
though there are some overlaps. 

A required part of any special resource study is the development of interpretive 
themes. Since interpretive themes communicate national significance, they are 
helpful in evaluating which sites and resources are most important to include in 
any NPS recommendation. Interpretive themes also guide the development of 
facilities and programs if a NPS unit is created. 

It should be noted that the interpretive themes developed during a Special Resource 
Study are subject to change once a NPS unit is in place with a general management 
plan and long-range interpretive plan. 

3. Workshop Objectives

The objectives for the theme workshop were threefold: 

	 (1) �Achieve consensus on two to five primary interpretive themes that can 
be used to communicate Harriet Tubman’s significance to the public;
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	 (2) �Develop ideas for secondary themes and story statements that support 
the primary themes;

	 (3) �Identify places and programs that will communicate themes.

4. Workshop Process 

The workshop consisted of a series of facilitated exercises to determine what were 
the most essential ideas to communicate about Harriet Tubman.

The foundation of the workshop was a preliminary exercise that challenged 
participants to write down the one key thing the public should know about Harriet 
Tubman. During the rest of the day, these key messages were grouped, synthesized 
and prioritized. Finally, working groups crafted the prioritized ideas into draft 
theme statements. 

The appendices contain the detailed results of each of the exercises and five sets of 
draft primary theme statements. Time did not permit the development of secondary 
themes or story statements, or the identification of places to communicate theme.

5. Criteria for Interpretive Theme Development 

As defined by the NPS, interpretive themes are the core stories that communicate 
the significance of resources to the public. They connect significant resources to the 
larger ideas, meanings, and values of which they are a part. Interpretive themes are 
written as single sentences.

During the workshop, participants identified the following criteria for interpretive 
themes:

They should be relevant to the nation.

They should communicate something important to recognize and honor.

They should reflect a story that is either unique or representative.

6. Draft Primary Themes

During the workshop, five sets of primary interpretive themes were developed 
by groups of participants. (See Appendix D). There was a high level of similarity 
between the sets of themes and no inherent contradictions. Rather than wordsmith 
in a large group, it was agreed that the facilitator would attempt to synthesize the 
results into one set of draft themes.

•

•

•



Appendices

A - 11

Following the workshop, the facilitator crafted draft themes (see below )based 
on the ideas generated from the workshop. It should be noted that the particular 
wording of these themes was not actually discussed or endorsed during the session. 
They are presented here as drafts for consideration and will, undoubtedly undergo 
several revisions before being finalized. 

The proposed primary themes for interpreting Harriet Tubman are: 

A. Harriet Tubman was an enslaved African-American woman who overcame 
overwhelming obstacles to become an internationally significant activist and 
humanitarian ,

	 Topics for sub-themes
		  • �Personal situation and characteristics (could not read or write, 

disability, enslaved) 
		  • Political, social and economic obstacles in the time
		  • Fight for racial and gender equality
		  • Humanitarian work 

B. Harriet Tubman fought for freedom for herself and other enslaved African-
Americans before, during and after the Civil war and helped abolish the institution 
of slavery in the USA.

	 Topics for sub-themes
		  • Her flight to freedom
		  • Underground railway
		  • Role in Civil war 

C. Harriet Tubman’s spirituality was a central force of her life and led her to 
help countless others: the enslaved, the sick, the aged, the disabled, and those less 
fortunate.

	 Topics for sub-themes
		  • Spirituality 
		  • Helping her family and others escape 
		  • Nursing/healing 
		  • Humanitarian work (educational aid, home for aged) 

D. Harriet Tubman’s actions influenced others in both the United States and 
Canada and over time she has come to be seen as an international symbol of the 
struggle for freedom and human dignity.

	 Topics for sub-themes
		  • international role
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		  • influence on important people in her time
		  • how her story has been told through the years 

7. Other Points 

In the wide-ranging discussion around themes, some other important ideas emerged:

�While Harriet Tubman should be identified as an African-American, her 
significance is not just of interest to African-Americans. Her significance 
and relevance is universal, and extends beyond the United States. 

�In all communications related to Harriet Tubman, care needs to be taken 
about the use of language and images. Different audiences can perceive the 
same words and pictures differently. For example, consider the perceptions 
related to the word “enslaved” vs. that of “slave”. Similarly, there will be 
a different reaction if the image of a man running through the woods is 
described as a ‘runaway slave” or as a ‘freedom seeker’. 

�The research on resources associated with Harriet Tubman is challenging 
since few sites are extant, much of her activity was ‘secret’ and therefore 
undocumented, and also because she covered so much territory. There is 
a need for everyone to collaborate on the research study and share what 
they know. Over the next few years, a number of books about Harriet 
Tubman will be published which will add to the information available. 
Unfortunately, some of the authors are unwilling to share their research 
prior to publication. 

�The NPS is still busy with the research phase of the study. It has not yet 
evaluated sites or made any recommendations regarding designation. 
Several alternatives will be considered before any recommendations are 
made.

�The NPS does not decide on designation of a NPS unit. The NPS does a 
professional study and makes recommendations to Congress, but ultimately 
NPS units are designated through the political process. 

�Workshop participants requested copies of the legislation authorizing the 
Harriet Tubman Special Resource Study and a list of the Congressional 
committees that would be involved in reviewing the recommendations.

�The NPS staff asked all participants to help flesh out the historical 
chronology, and resource lists that had been drafted. 

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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8. Conclusion

At the end of the workshop, participants expressed satisfaction that the primary 
themes taking shape were different than what people normally think of Harriet 
Tubman. They were pleased that untold stories were coming to the forefront and 
looked forward to the remainder of the study. 
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Chronology of Harriet Tubman’s Life

Courtesy of Kate Clifford Larson,  

http://www.harriettubmanbiography.com/

	 1785–1790		� Harriet Tubman’s parents, Ben Ross and Harriet “Rit” Green were 
born probably during this period in Dorchester County, Maryland. 
Both are enslaved, but by different masters. Ben is owned by 
Anthony Thompson; Rit is enslaved by Atthow Pattison.

	 1797		� Atthow Pattison died and left Rit to his granddaughter, Mary Pattison.

	 1800	 Mary Pattison married Joseph Brodess of Bucktown, Maryland.

	 1801	 Edward Brodess was born to Mary and Joseph Brodess.

	 1802	 Joseph Brodess probably died this year

	 1803	� Mary Pattison Brodess married widower Anthony Thompson of 
Church Creek.

	 1808	 Ben and Rit marry about this time.

	 1810	� Mary Pattison Brodess Thompson probably died during this year, 
leaving young Edward under the guardianship of his step-father, 
Anthony Thompson.

	 1822	� Araminta “Minty” Ross, later known as Harriet Tubman, 
was born, probably in February or early March on Anthony 
Thompson’s plantation, located in the Peter’s Neck district along 
the Big Blackwater River, south of Tobacco Stick (now called 
Madison) in Dorchester County.

	 1823–1824	� Edward Brodess moved to his ancestral property on Greenbriar 
Road in Bucktown. He married Eliza Ann Keene in March, 1824. 
They had eight children over the next twenty years. 

	 1828–1835	 Young Araminta was hired out by Brodess to various other masters.

	 1834–1836	� Araminta was struck on the head by an iron weight, nearly killing 
her. She suffered from serious side affects from this head injury for 
the rest of her life. 

	 1836	 Anthony Thompson died. 
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	 1836–1842	� Tubman was hired out to John T. Stewart of Tobacco Stick  
(now Madison).

	 1840	� Ben Ross was given his freedom through a provision in  
Thompson’s will.

	 1844	� Araminta probably married freeman John Tubman this year. She 
took the name Harriet at this time.

	 1847–1849	� Harriet Tubman hired herself out to Dr. Anthony C. Thompson, 
Anthony Thompson’s son.

	 1849	� Edward Brodess died in March, leaving his widow Eliza 
encumbered with debt. Harriet Tubman ran away from slavery 
sometime during the late fall after hearing she might be sold. 

	 1850	� The Fugitive Slave Act was passed. Tubman conducted her first 
rescue mission by helping her niece, Kessiah, and Kessiah’s two 
children, James Alfred and baby Araminta, escape. 

	 1851–1852	� Tubman assisted several other individuals escape enslavement on the 
Eastern Shore, including her brother Moses. When she returns to 
Dorchester County in the fall of 1851 to bring her husband John to 
Philadelphia with her, he refuses. He has remarried and moved on 
with his life.

	 1854	� Tubman finally succeeds in rescuing her brothers on Christmas Day, 
bringing them to freedom in Philadelphia and then St. Catharines, 
Ontario, Canada. By now Harriet has attracted the attention of 
abolitionists and Underground Railroad operators Thomas Garrett, 
William Still, Lucretia Mott, and others.

	 1855–1860	� Tubman made several more trips to the Eastern Shore of Maryland, 
trying to bring away another sister, Rachel, and Rachel’s children, 
Ben and Angerine. Though she was unsuccessful, she did bring 
away other friends and relatives, many of whom settled in Canada. 
Altogether, Tubman brought to freedom about 70 individuals in 
approximately 13 trips, though she gave important instructions to 
scores more who found their way to freedom on their own.

	 1857	� Tubman brought away her aged parents from Caroline County, 
Maryland, when she learned her father was at risk of arrest for 
aiding slaves to run away.
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	 1858	� In April, Harriet Tubman met John Brown at her home on North 
Street in St. Catharines, Ontario, Canada. She remained a vital 
supporter of Brown’s plans for an armed attack in the South. 

	 1859	� John Brown’s Virginia raid ended in failure in October. Tubman 
purchased a home and seven acres of land from William H. Seward, 
President Lincoln’s future Secretary of State, in Fleming (on the 
outskirts of Auburn), New York, in May. It was during this year 
that Tubman became more publicly active, particularly in Boston 
where she gave many lectures as a heroic Underground Railroad 
operator. 

	 1860	� Tubman was involved in the dramatic rescue of fugitive slave 
Charles Nalle in Troy, New York.

	 1861	� The Civil War starts with the firing of Fort Sumter in Charleston 
Harbor in April.

	 1862–1865	� Tubman worked as a cook, nurse, laundress, teacher, scout, and spy 
for the Union Forces stationed in the Hilton Head district in South 
Carolina, and in Florida.

	 1863	� Under the command of General James Montgomery, Tubman 
became the first woman to lead an armed raid. On June 2, she led 
Montgomery’s forces, the 2nd South Carolina, up the Combahee 
River, where they routed rebel forces, freed over 700 slaves, and 
burned buildings, crops, and stockpiles of munitions and food.

	 1865	� The Civil War ended and President Lincoln was assassinated in 
April. Tubman was hired to provide nursing service to wounded 
soldiers at Fortress Monroe in Hampton, Virginia. On her way 
home to New York, she was violently thrown from a passenger 
train by a racist conductor, becoming severely injured.

	 1867	� John Tubman, Harriet’s husband, was murdered on a country road 
near his home in Dorchester County by Robert Vincent after a 
dispute.

	 1869	� Sarah Bradford published her first biography called, “Scenes in the 
Life of Harriet Tubman.” Harriet married Nelson Davis at Central 
Presbyterian Church in Auburn.

	 1871	 Ben Ross, Tubman’s father, may have died this year.
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	 1873	� Tubman became involved in a mysterious gold swindle, perpetrated 
by two con men, which left her badly beaten but her reputation still 
intact.

	 1880	� Rit died. Tubman continued to farm her seven acre property and 
run a small brick-making business with Davis.

	 1886	� Sarah Bradford published her second biography of Tubman, 
“Harriet Tubman, The Moses of Her People.”

	 1888	� Nelson Davis died of tuberculosis.

	 1890s	� Tubman became more actively involved in the suffrage movement, 
attending both black and white suffrage conventions.

	 1896	� Tubman purchased the 25-acre parcel next to her property to 
establish a home and hospital for indigent, aged, and sick African 
Americans.

	 1903	� Tubman transferred ownership of the 25-acre property to the AME 
Zion Church.

	 1908	 The Harriet Tubman Home was opened by the AME Zion Church.

	 1913	� Tubman died on March 10 and was buried next to her brother, 
William Henry Stewart, at Fort Hill Cemetery in Auburn, NY.

	 1944	� The Liberty Ship S.S. Harriet Tubman was launched at a South 
Portland, Maine shipyard.
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This report has been prepared to provide Congress and the public with information 
about resources in the study areas, and about how they relate to the criteria for units 
of the national park system. These criteria are applied by professional National Park 
Service staff. Publication and transmittal of this report, including any discussion of a 
preferred course of action, should not be considered an endorsement or commitment by 
the National Park Service to seek or support either specific legislative authorization for a 
project, or appropriations for its implementation. Authorization and funding for any new 
commitments by the National Park Service will have to be considered in light of competing 
priorities for existing units of the National Park Service and other programs.

The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all 
may experience our heritage. 

EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA


