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Section 4:Copies of 
Agency, Organization, 
and Individual Comment 
Letters 

All letters from federal, state, and local 
agencies and organizations are included in full 
on the following pages. All other substantive 
comments from individuals, both written and 
offered at public meetings, are quoted and 
responded to in Section 3 of this document. 
Of the 20 letters, emails, and PEPC comments 
received from individuals, a representative 
sample of four letters is included. These letters 
convey the range of the concerns expressed by 
the public in written form. All public comment, 
both in the form of letters and of meeting fl ip 
charts, are part of the administrative record of 
the plan which will be available to the public 
after the Record of Decision is signed.

The letters included are as follows:

Federal

Environmental Protection Agency
U.S. Coast Guard
USFWS

State

Na Ala Hele Trails and Access Program
State Historic Preservation Division
Division of State Parks
Offi ce of Conservation and Coastal Lands
Department of Transportation

County

Hawaii County Council, County of Hawaii 
(Bob Jacobson)

Organizations

Ala Kahakai Trail Association (Roy Broggini)
E Mau Na Ala Hele (Barbara Schaffer)
Historic Hawaii Foundation (Kiersten 
Faulkner)
Ho‘okuleana LLC [O‘oma Development] 
(Peter T. Young)
Kamehameha Schools (Kehuewa Kikoloi)
Ka‘ü Farm and Ranch Company (Chris 
Manfredi)

Külana Huli Honua (Mikahala Roy)
Peoples Advocacy for Trails Hawai‘i—PATH 
(Laura Dierenfi eld)
Queen Emma Land Company (Stuart Lau)
University of Hawaii Environmental Center 
(Peter Rappa)
Wailea Property Owner’s Association 
(William T. White III)

Individual

Deborah L. Chang 
Benjamin Konshak
David Tarnas
Amber Nakamura Whitehead
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December 21, 2007
RE:0770

Superintendent
Ala Kahakai National Historic Trail
73-4786 Kanalani Street, #14
Kailua-Kona, HI  96740

Dear Superintendent:

Draft Comprehensive Management Plan and
Environmental Impact Statement

Ala Kahakai National Historic Trail 
West Hawaii

The Comprehensive Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement (CMP/DEIS) 
provides long-term direction for resource preservation and visitor use of the Ala Kahakai National 
Historic Trail. It was developed in consultation with National Park Service park and program 
managers; interested parties including landowners, native Hawaiian and trail groups; and the 
general public, and is based on an analysis of existing and projected natural and cultural resource 
conditions, visitor experiences, and environmental impacts, and costs.  It primarily provides a 
framework for community management system and a vision to be fulfi lled through future actions.  
The legislation authorizing the national trail identifi es an approximately 175-mile portion of 
prehistoric ala loa (long trail) and other trails on or parallel to the seacoast extending from ‘Upolu 
Point on the north tip of the Big Island down the west coast of the island around Ka Lae (South 
Point) to the east boundary of Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park.

General Comments

 Alternative C as described in the draft management plan and environmental impact 
statement seems to be the most desirable one from a management standpoint.  Alternative 
C involves state, county, public interest and private land owners in a meaningful way in 
managing the National Historic Trail.  This alternative offers resources to those entities 
involved in helping manage the trials and adjacent areas.  It helps the county fulfi ll its 
requirement to provide lateral easements to the shoreline insuring access to residents and 
visitors.  Our concern is that this is also the most expensive alternative and we wonder 
whether suffi cient funds will be available to implement this alternative.  We note that part 
of the funding effort will include monies raised by community-based organizations.  Many 
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community-based organizations are capable of raising large sums of money in support of 
public facilities, the Friends of Public Television and Friends of Waikiki Aquarium are just 
two examples.  There is no guarantee that suffi cient funds will be raised to fully implement 
the plan described in Alternative C.  We wonder what the Park Service will do in the event 
that fund raising efforts fall short of expectations.

Community Vision for the Trail (p. 15)

 It is not clear from the narrative in this section how the community was involved in developing 
the community vision.  Was there a series of meetings with the community or did it occur only at one time 
during the scoping process? 

Gaps in Information and Research Needs (p. 29)

 How long do you estimate it will take to research the trail and surrounding areas?  Do you foresee 
the information being obtained within the life span of the management or is this a long-term project that 
may be completed at some time in the distant future?

Resource Protection (p. 40)

 The use of volunteer docents along the trail will not only help with public education, but is another 
way to get visitors to comply with park rules.  The experience at the Hanauma Bay Nature Preserve is that 
compliance with park rules is enhanced by the presence of volunteer docents.

Participation in Planning and Implementation of a Joint West Hawaii Parks Museum Facility (p. 43)

 When do you envision that the West Hawaii Parks Museum will be built, designated or otherwise 
implemented?  Do you foresee the National Park Service as the prime mover to get the facility built?  Are 
you contemplating involving commercial fi rms as part of a partnership?

Potential User Capacity Indicators and Related Management Actions (p. 60-61) 

 In the list indicators of user capacity is the number of fi res along the trails and the number 
of injuries.  As more people hike the trails, the likelihood of more fi res started by accident and more 
people getting injured could be indicators of over use.  To the fi nal indicator on page 61, we suggest that 
scheduling visit by large groups may help with crowding around important sites along the trail.  Tour 
companies could voluntarily work with the park staff to schedule tour buses along the auto tour route or the 
park rules could require companies to schedule bus tours.  Both the Arizona memorial and Hanauma Bay 
Nature Preserve require some form of group scheduling.

Alternative C:  Funding--Administration (p. 98)

 The reference to Alternative B in the second paragraph of this section should be Alternative C.

Alternatives Considered But Eliminated From Detailed Study  (p. 104)

 We believe the place name Hoyokena in the last paragraph on this page is misspelled.  It should be 
Ho’okena.

Impact Terminology (p.141)
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 Although many documents of this type list impacts as adverse or benefi cial, we would like to point 
out that these are value laden terms.  Impacts that may be benefi cial to one group may be adverse to another 
group.  One example is the fi lling of a valley when a dam is built. Recreational boaters and fi shers enjoy 
the benefi t of the use of an artifi cially created lake while the people who may have inhabited the valley lose 
their place to live.  We would rather see the impacts listed for each alternative and leave it to the reader to 
determine whether the impact is benefi cial or adverse.

Effects on Special Status Species From Alternative A: No Action (p. 171-172)

 In addition to the impacts to rare, threatened and endangered species (RTE) listed in Alternative A 
(the no action alternative), we believe another threat exists.  If private parcels are sold and developed, we 
believe that the potential for major impacts to RTE could occur.

Final Comment

 We understand the need to move the plan along, but we believe that public participation in the 
review of the draft CMP and the EIS would have been greater if it did not coincide with the holidays.

Sincerely,

Peter Rappa
Environmental Review Coordinator

cc:  OEQC
 James Moncur, Water Resources Research Center



75Copies of Agency, Organization, and Individual Comment Letters



76 Ala Kahakai National Historic Trail Comprehensive Management Plan and Final Environmental Impact Statement



77Copies of Agency, Organization, and Individual Comment Letters



78 Ala Kahakai National Historic Trail Comprehensive Management Plan and Final Environmental Impact Statement



79Copies of Agency, Organization, and Individual Comment Letters



80 Ala Kahakai National Historic Trail Comprehensive Management Plan and Final Environmental Impact Statement



81

-  From: “David Tarnas” [davidtarnas@hawaii.rr.com]

  Sent: 12/29/2007 10:56 AM PST

  To: Aric Arakaki

  Subject: comment on Ala Kahakai NHT Draft Comprehensive Management Plan and EIS

TO:  Aric Arakaki, Superintendent
FR:  David Tarnas
RE:  Comment on the Ala Kahakai NHT Draft Comprehensive Management Plan and EIS
 
Hi Aric ~
 
I am an environmental planning and project management consultant working for both public and private sector clients in the area 
of the Ala Kahakai Trail.  At the public meeting in Waimea seeking comment on the Ala Kahakai NHT Draft Comprehensive 
Management Plan and EIS, I made the following comments in person.  But, I thought I had better provide some written form of 
these comments as well.  
 
1) Overall, I recommend the Alternative C, the ahupua`a system of trails.  The mauka makai connection in the ahupua`a and the 
connections across the ahupua`a in the moku are important culturally and environmentally. 
2) Planning for the trail should be coordinated with the Hawaii County Planning Department’s effort to prepare the Community 
Development Plans for North and South Kona, South Kohala and North Kohala.  Coastal and mauka-makai trails are part of these 
plans.  Please contact County Planning Director Chris Yuen for information on these plans. 
3) Since the plan includes environmental management measures relating to anchialine pools and nearshore waters such as 
resource management and water quality monitoring programs, these should be coordinated with the West Hawaii Regional 
Fishery Management Area, which already has numerous marine protected areas along the coast, as well as the Hawaii County 
Planning Department and their effort to standardize the water quality monitoring programs along the coast as part of the Special 
Management Area permits.  Please contact Dr. Bill Walsh of DLNR regarding the West Hawaii Regional Fishery Management 
Area, and County Planning Director Chris Yuen regarding the water quality monitoring programs. 
4)  Private landowners along the trails, including some of my own clients, such as Jacoby Development at the Kealakehe 
ahupua`a, and Earl Bakken at the Kiholo ahupuaa, have clearly expressed their interest in participating with the AKNHT system.  
But, this will require carefullly crafted agreements for public access and limiting liability. The trail should not further restrict land 
use in the parcels through which it passes, since state and county planning systems provide for this land use management. 
5) Resource management measures for special ecosystems along the trail, such as anchialine pools, dryland coastal forests, rocky 
shorelines, and beaches, should be standardized and consistent with the DLNR measures already in place. 
6)  Standardized signage and interpretive programs should be developed and shared with the landowners along the route so that 
there is a consistent system used throughout the trail system.
7) Involving local communities in any economic activity relating to the trail is a good idea, but there will need to be substantial 
assistance provided to these communities to establish sustainable organizations.
8) Any economic activity relating to the trail should be carefully coordinated with the Hawaii DLNR since much of the trail is in 
Conservation District, in which there are specifi c restrictions on commercial activity.  
9) Funding for the trail and all its associated resource management and interpretive programs should come from the federal 
government.  This will supplement the existing (but entirely inadequate) state funding.
10) Construction of new sections of the trail should follow a standardized design that should be shared with all the landowners 
along the trail to provide a consistent appearance and resource protection along the trail. 
 
Best wishes on the implementation of the plan.
 
Aloha,
David
 
 David Tarnas
Marine and Coastal Solutions International, Inc.
P.O. Box 6882
Kamuela, HI 96743
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Manini‘owali, N. Kona, NPS photo
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As the nation’s principal conservation agency, the Department 
of the Interior has responsibility for most of our nationally 
owned public lands and natural resources. This includes 
fostering sound use of our land and water resources; protecting 
our fi sh, wildlife, and biological diversity; preserving the 
environmental and cultural values of our national parks and 
historical places; and providing for the enjoyment of life 
through outdoor recreation. The department assesses our 
energy and mineral resources and works to ensure that their 
development is in the best interests of all our people by 
encouraging stewardship and citizen participation in their care. 
The department also has a major responsibility for American 
Indian reservation communities and for people who live in 
island territories under U.S. administration.

D-13/October 2008

The National Park Service cares for the special places saved by 
the American people so that all may experience our heritage.

Experience Your America



EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA


