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5.1 Institutional Framework 
      
The proposed Memorial must comply with federal and local 
environmental and historic preservation laws and procedures, 
including permits and approvals.  As a result, this EA includes the 
information required to document the effects on the environment and 
historic properties that can be attributed to the proposed Memorial, 
as required by NEPA, NHPA, and the environmental policies and 
procedures of the NPS (including Director’s Order-12).

5.2 Scoping Process
       
It is a policy requirement of NPS to engage in a public scoping 
process as part of the preparation of an EA.  The purpose of 
the scoping process is to allow citizens and public agencies th 
eopportunity to identify issues that should be addressed in the EA, 
including, but not limited to, alternatives, potential impacts, and 
suggested mitigation measures.  For the purpose of this EA, the 
scoping process was undertaken through a public presentation and 
review meeting conducted by NPS.  Additional public outreach will 
be achieved through the Section 106 process.

Agencies and groups consulted during the scoping process:
 
•          National Park Service
• DC Historic Preservation Offi ce
• Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 
• National Capital Planning Commission
• Commission of Fine Arts
• DC Preservation League
• Coalition to Save the Mall
• Committee of 100
• Washington, DC Martin Luther King Jr. National Memorial 
            Project Foundation, Inc.

5.3 EA Comments

Agencies and the public are encouraged to review and comment on 
the contents of this EA, which is available on the NPS website: www.
nps.gov.  Written comments must be submitted during the offi cial 30-
day comment period.  Comments should be sent via fax to: 

National Park Service
National Capital Region 
Offi ce of Lands, Resources, and Planning
1100 Ohio Drive, SW 
Washington, DC 20242
Fax: (202) 619-7420

The public scoping meeting included a presentation of the project and a discussion 
of issues.
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6.1 Design Description
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Source: 
Design description as provided by the 
designer to the Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Memorial Foundation.
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6.2 Acronyms Used in the EA

APE  Area of Potential Effect
CEQ  Council on Environmental Quality
CFA  Commission of Fine Arts
CFR  Code of Federal Regulations
CWA  Commemorative Works Act
DC  District of Columbia
DCOP  District of Columbia Offi ce of Planning
DCRA  Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs
DDOT  District of Columbia Department of Transportation
EA  Environmental Assessment
EIS  Environmental Impact Statement
EPA  Environmental Protection Agency
ERA  Environmental Regulation Administration
FONSI             Finding of No Signifi cant Impact
LOS  Level of Service
MOA   Memorandum of Agreement
MWCOG Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments
NAAQS National Ambient Air Quality Standards
NCPC  National Capital Planning Commission
NEPA   National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, amended
NHPA   National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, amended
NPS   National Park Service
SHPO  State Historic Preservation Offi ce
WMATA Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority

6.3 Authorizing Legislation 

Public Law 104-333 104 Congress
An Act to provide for the administration of certain Presidio properties 
at minimal cost to the Federal taxpayer, and for other purposes. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, <<NOTE: Omnibus 
Parks and Public Lands Management Act of 1996. 16 USC 1 note.>> 

Title V - Historic Areas And Civil Rights
Sec. 508. Memorial to Martin Luther King, Jr. 
(a) In General.--The Secretary of the Interior is authorized to permit 
the Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity to establish a memorial on lands 
under the administrative jurisdiction of the Secretary in the District of 
Columbia or its environs to honor Martin Luther King, Jr., pursuant 
to the Commemorative Works Act of 1986. 
(b) Compliance With Standards For Commemorative Works.--
The establishment of the Memorial shall be in accordance with 
the Act entitled ``An Act to provide standards for placement of 
commemorative works on certain Federal lands in the District 
of Columbia and its environs, and for other purposes’’ approved 
November 14, 1986 (40 U.S.C. 1001 et seq.). 
(c) Payment of Expenses.--The Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. 
shall be solely responsible for acceptance of contributions for, and 
payment of the expenses of, the establishment of the Memorial. No 
Federal funds may be used to pay any expense of the establishment of 
the Memorial. 
(d) Deposit of Excess Funds.--If, upon payment of all expenses of 
the establishment of the Memorial (including the maintenance and 
preservation amount provided for in section 8(b) of the Act referred 
to in section 4401(b)), or upon expiration of the authority for the 
Memorial under section 10(b) of that Act, there remains a balance of 
funds received for the establishment of the Memorial, the Alpha Phi 
Alpha Fraternity, Inc. shall transmit the amount of the balance to the 
Secretary of the Treasury for deposit in the account provided for in 
Section 8(b)(1) of that Act. 

Passed by U.S. House of Representatives September 28, 1996 
Passed by U.S. Senate October 3, 1996 
Signed by President William Clinton November 12, 1996 

Note: Extension of this authority is set to expire on November 12, 
2006.
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6.4 List of Preparers

National Park Service

John Parsons, Associate Regional Director

Sally Blumenthal, Deputy Associate Regional Director

Glen DeMarr, Project Manager 

Washington, DC Martin Luther King, Jr. National Memorial 
Foundation

Dr. Ed Jackson Jr., Executive Architect

M. Sabic, Program Management Consultant

Tracy Truitt, Program Manager

Meiko Preston, Program Management Consultant

Bonnie Fisher, Architect of Record

EDAW, Inc.

Alan Harwood, Principal and Project Director 
 
Avinash Srivastava, Project Manager and Physical Planner 
 
Amy Probsdorfer, Socio-Economic Planner
 

Nathan Goodman, Natural Resources Planner
O.R. George and Associates, Inc.

Osborne George, Principal Transportation Planner

Cullen Elias, Transportation Planner

Delon Hampton Associates

James Long, P.E., Engineering Principal
  
Mamo Assefa, P.E, Civil Engineer
  

Schnabel Engineering Associates, PC

Eric Henmueller, P.E., Engineer
  
Ernest Winter, P.E, Engineer

Amanda McCurry
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