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United States Department of the Interior 
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

Minnesota-Wisconsin Ecological Services Field Office 
4101 American Blvd E 

Bloomington, MN 55425-1665 
Phone: (952) 252-0092 Fax: (952) 646-2873 

http://www.fws.gov/midwest/Endangered/section7/s7process/step1.html 

In Reply Refer To: January 25, 2021 
Consultation Code: 03E19000-2021-SLI-0585 
Event Code: 03E19000-2021-E-01915 
Project Name: Tioga Beach Trail 

Subject: List of threatened and endangered species that may occur in your proposed project 
location or may be affected by your proposed project 

To Whom It May Concern: 

The attached species list identifies any federally threatened, endangered, proposed and candidate 
species that may occur within the action area – the area that is likely to be affected by your 
proposed project. The list also includes any designated and proposed critical habitat that 
overlaps with the action area. This list is provided to you as the initial step of the consultation 
process required under section 7(c) of the Endangered Species Act, also referred to as Section 7 
Consultation. 

Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 requires that actions authorized, funded, or 
carried out by Federal agencies not jeopardize federally threatened or endangered species or 
adversely modify designated critical habitat. To fulfill this mandate, Federal agencies (or their 
designated non-federal representatives) must consult with the Service if they determine their 
project may affect listed species or critical habitat.  Agencies must confer under section 7(a)(4) if 
any proposed action is likely to jeopardize species proposed for listing as endangered or 
threatened or likely to adversely modify any proposed critical habitat. 

Under 50 CFR 402.12(e) (the regulations that implement Section 7 of the Endangered Species 
Act) the accuracy of this species list should be verified after 90 days. This verification can be 
completed formally or informally.  You may verify the list by visiting the ECOS-IPaC website 
http://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/ at regular intervals during project planning and implementation and 
completing the same process you used to receive the attached list. As an alternative, you may 
contact this Ecological Services Field Office for updates. 

Please use the species list provided and visit the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s Region 3 
Section 7 Technical Assistance website at - http://www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/section7/ 
s7process/index.html. This website contains step-by-step instructions that will help you 
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2 01/25/2021 Event Code: 03E19000-2021-E-01915 

determine if your project will have an adverse effect on listed species or critical habitat and will 
help lead you through the Section 7 process. 

For all wind energy projects and projects that include installing towers that use guy wires or 
are over 200 feet in height, please contact this field office directly for assistance, even if no 
federally listed plants, animals or critical habitat are present within the action area. 

Although no longer protected under the Endangered Species Act, be aware that bald eagles 
(Haliaeetus leucocephalus) are protected under the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (16 
U.S.C. 668 et seq.) and Migratory Bird Treaty Act (16 U.S.C. 703 et seq), as are golden eagles 
(Aquila chrysaetos). Projects affecting these species may require measures to avoid harming 
eagles or may require a permit. If your project is near a bald eagle nest or winter roost area, see 
our Eagle Permits website at http://www.fws.gov/midwest/midwestbird/EaglePermits/ 
index.html. The information available at this website will help you determine if you can avoid 
impacting eagles or if a permit may be necessary. 

We appreciate your concern for threatened and endangered species.  Please include the 
Consultation Tracking Number in the header of this letter with any request for consultation or 
correspondence about your project that you submit to our office. 

Attachment(s): 

▪ Official Species List 
▪ Migratory Birds 
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Official Species List 
This list is provided pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, and fulfills the 
requirement for Federal agencies to "request of the Secretary of the Interior information whether 
any species which is listed or proposed to be listed may be present in the area of a proposed 
action". 

This species list is provided by: 

Minnesota-Wisconsin Ecological Services Field Office 
4101 American Blvd E 
Bloomington, MN 55425-1665 
(952) 252-0092 
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Project Summary 
Consultation Code: 03E19000-2021-SLI-0585 
Event Code: 03E19000-2021-E-01915 
Project Name: Tioga Beach Trail 
Project Type: RECREATION CONSTRUCTION / MAINTENANCE 
Project Description: The Tioga Beach Trail includes approximately 18-miles of new hiking 

trail in Itasca County, MN. 
Project Location: 

Approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps: https:// 
www.google.com/maps/@47.19776715,-93.68835612443709,14z 

Counties: Cass and Itasca counties, Minnesota 
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Endangered Species Act Species 
There is a total of 2 threatened, endangered, or candidate species on this species list. 

Species on this list should be considered in an effects analysis for your project and could include 
species that exist in another geographic area. For example, certain fish may appear on the species 
list because a project could affect downstream species. 

IPaC does not display listed species or critical habitats under the sole jurisdiction of NOAA
1Fisheries , as USFWS does not have the authority to speak on behalf of NOAA and the 

Department of Commerce. 

See the "Critical habitats" section below for those critical habitats that lie wholly or partially 
within your project area under this office's jurisdiction. Please contact the designated FWS office 
if you have questions. 

1. NOAA Fisheries, also known as the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), is an 
office of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration within the Department of 
Commerce. 

Mammals 
NAME STATUS 

Canada Lynx Lynx canadensis Threatened 
Population: Wherever Found in Contiguous U.S. 
There is final critical habitat for this species. The location of the critical habitat is not available. 
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/3652 

Northern Long-eared Bat Myotis septentrionalis Threatened 
No critical habitat has been designated for this species. 
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9045 

Critical habitats 
THERE ARE NO CRITICAL HABITATS WITHIN YOUR PROJECT AREA UNDER THIS OFFICE'S 
JURISDICTION. 
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Migratory Birds 
Certain birds are protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act1 and the Bald and Golden Eagle 
Protection Act 2. 

Any person or organization who plans or conducts activities that may result in impacts to 
migratory birds, eagles, and their habitats should follow appropriate regulations and consider 
implementing appropriate conservation measures, as described below. 

1. The Migratory Birds Treaty Act of 1918. 
2. The Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act of 1940. 
3. 50 C.F.R. Sec. 10.12 and 16 U.S.C. Sec. 668(a) 

The birds listed below are birds of particular concern either because they occur on the USFWS 
Birds of Conservation Concern (BCC) list or warrant special attention in your project location. 
To learn more about the levels of concern for birds on your list and how this list is generated, see 
the FAQ below. This is not a list of every bird you may find in this location, nor a guarantee that 
every bird on this list will be found in your project area. To see exact locations of where birders 
and the general public have sighted birds in and around your project area, visit the E-bird data 
mapping tool (Tip: enter your location, desired date range and a species on your list). For 
projects that occur off the Atlantic Coast, additional maps and models detailing the relative 
occurrence and abundance of bird species on your list are available. Links to additional 
information about Atlantic Coast birds, and other important information about your migratory 
bird list, including how to properly interpret and use your migratory bird report, can be found 
below. 

For guidance on when to schedule activities or implement avoidance and minimization measures 
to reduce impacts to migratory birds on your list, click on the PROBABILITY OF PRESENCE 
SUMMARY at the top of your list to see when these birds are most likely to be present and 
breeding in your project area. 

BREEDING 
NAME SEASON 

American Bittern Botaurus lentiginosus Breeds Apr 1 to 
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) only in particular Bird Conservation Regions Aug 31
(BCRs) in the continental USA 
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/6582 

Bald Eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus Breeds Dec 1 to 
This is not a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) in this area, but warrants attention Aug 31 
because of the Eagle Act or for potential susceptibilities in offshore areas from certain types 
of development or activities. 
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1626 
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NAME 
BREEDING 
SEASON 

Black Tern Chlidonias niger Breeds May 15 
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) only in particular Bird Conservation Regions 
(BCRs) in the continental USA 

to Aug 20 

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/3093 

Bobolink Dolichonyx oryzivorus Breeds May 20 
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA to Jul 31 
and Alaska. 

Canada Warbler Cardellina canadensis Breeds May 20 
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA 
and Alaska. 

to Aug 10 

Connecticut Warbler Oporornis agilis Breeds Jun 15 to 
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA 
and Alaska. 

Aug 10 

Evening Grosbeak Coccothraustes vespertinus Breeds May 15 
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA 
and Alaska. 

to Aug 10 

Golden-winged Warbler Vermivora chrysoptera Breeds May 1 to 
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA Jul 20 
and Alaska. 
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/8745 

Harris's Sparrow Zonotrichia querula Breeds 
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA elsewhere 
and Alaska. 

Rusty Blackbird Euphagus carolinus Breeds May 10 
This is a Bird of Conservation Concern (BCC) throughout its range in the continental USA to Jul 20 
and Alaska. 

Probability Of Presence Summary 
The graphs below provide our best understanding of when birds of concern are most likely to be 
present in your project area. This information can be used to tailor and schedule your project 
activities to avoid or minimize impacts to birds. Please make sure you read and understand the 
FAQ "Proper Interpretation and Use of Your Migratory Bird Report" before using or attempting 
to interpret this report. 

Probability of Presence ( ) 

Each green bar represents the bird's relative probability of presence in the 10km grid cell(s) your 
project overlaps during a particular week of the year. (A year is represented as 12 4-week 
months.) A taller bar indicates a higher probability of species presence. The survey effort (see 
below) can be used to establish a level of confidence in the presence score. One can have higher 
confidence in the presence score if the corresponding survey effort is also high. 
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How is the probability of presence score calculated? The calculation is done in three steps: 

1. The probability of presence for each week is calculated as the number of survey events in 
the week where the species was detected divided by the total number of survey events for 
that week. For example, if in week 12 there were 20 survey events and the Spotted Towhee 
was found in 5 of them, the probability of presence of the Spotted Towhee in week 12 is 
0.25. 

2. To properly present the pattern of presence across the year, the relative probability of 
presence is calculated. This is the probability of presence divided by the maximum 
probability of presence across all weeks. For example, imagine the probability of presence 
in week 20 for the Spotted Towhee is 0.05, and that the probability of presence at week 12 
(0.25) is the maximum of any week of the year. The relative probability of presence on 
week 12 is 0.25/0.25 = 1; at week 20 it is 0.05/0.25 = 0.2. 

3. The relative probability of presence calculated in the previous step undergoes a statistical 
conversion so that all possible values fall between 0 and 10, inclusive. This is the 
probability of presence score. 

Breeding Season ( ) 
Yellow bars denote a very liberal estimate of the time-frame inside which the bird breeds across 
its entire range. If there are no yellow bars shown for a bird, it does not breed in your project 
area. 

Survey Effort ( ) 
Vertical black lines superimposed on probability of presence bars indicate the number of surveys 
performed for that species in the 10km grid cell(s) your project area overlaps. The number of 
surveys is expressed as a range, for example, 33 to 64 surveys. 

No Data ( ) 
A week is marked as having no data if there were no survey events for that week. 

Survey Timeframe 
Surveys from only the last 10 years are used in order to ensure delivery of currently relevant 
information. The exception to this is areas off the Atlantic coast, where bird returns are based on 
all years of available data, since data in these areas is currently much more sparse. 

probability of presence  breeding season  survey effort  no data 

SPECIES JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 

American Bittern 
BCC - BCR 

Bald Eagle 
Non-BCC 
Vulnerable 
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Black Tern 
BCC - BCR 

Bobolink 
BCC Rangewide 
(CON) 

Canada Warbler 
BCC Rangewide 
(CON) 

Connecticut 
Warbler 
BCC Rangewide 
(CON) 

Evening Grosbeak 
BCC Rangewide 
(CON) 

Golden-winged 
Warbler 
BCC Rangewide 
(CON) 

Harris's Sparrow 
BCC Rangewide 
(CON) 

Rusty Blackbird 
BCC Rangewide 
(CON) 

Additional information can be found using the following links: 

▪ Birds of Conservation Concern http://www.fws.gov/birds/management/managed-species/ 
birds-of-conservation-concern.php 

▪ Measures for avoiding and minimizing impacts to birds http://www.fws.gov/birds/ 
management/project-assessment-tools-and-guidance/ 
conservation-measures.php 

▪ Nationwide conservation measures for birds http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/pdf/ 
management/nationwidestandardconservationmeasures.pdf 

Migratory Birds FAQ 
Tell me more about conservation measures I can implement to avoid or minimize impacts 
to migratory birds. 
Nationwide Conservation Measures describes measures that can help avoid and minimize 
impacts to all birds at any location year round. Implementation of these measures is particularly 
important when birds are most likely to occur in the project area. When birds may be breeding in 
the area, identifying the locations of any active nests and avoiding their destruction is a very 
helpful impact minimization measure. To see when birds are most likely to occur and be breeding 
in your project area, view the Probability of Presence Summary. Additional measures or permits 
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may be advisable depending on the type of activity you are conducting and the type of 
infrastructure or bird species present on your project site. 

What does IPaC use to generate the migratory birds potentially occurring in my specified 
location? 
The Migratory Bird Resource List is comprised of USFWS Birds of Conservation Concern 
(BCC) and other species that may warrant special attention in your project location. 

The migratory bird list generated for your project is derived from data provided by the Avian 
Knowledge Network (AKN). The AKN data is based on a growing collection of survey, banding, 
and citizen science datasets and is queried and filtered to return a list of those birds reported as 
occurring in the 10km grid cell(s) which your project intersects, and that have been identified as 
warranting special attention because they are a BCC species in that area, an eagle (Eagle Act 
requirements may apply), or a species that has a particular vulnerability to offshore activities or 
development. 

Again, the Migratory Bird Resource list includes only a subset of birds that may occur in your 
project area. It is not representative of all birds that may occur in your project area. To get a list 
of all birds potentially present in your project area, please visit the AKN Phenology Tool. 

What does IPaC use to generate the probability of presence graphs for the migratory birds 
potentially occurring in my specified location? 
The probability of presence graphs associated with your migratory bird list are based on data 
provided by the Avian Knowledge Network (AKN). This data is derived from a growing 
collection of survey, banding, and citizen science datasets . 

Probability of presence data is continuously being updated as new and better information 
becomes available. To learn more about how the probability of presence graphs are produced and 
how to interpret them, go the Probability of Presence Summary and then click on the "Tell me 
about these graphs" link. 

How do I know if a bird is breeding, wintering, migrating or present year-round in my 
project area? 
To see what part of a particular bird's range your project area falls within (i.e. breeding, 
wintering, migrating or year-round), you may refer to the following resources: The Cornell Lab 
of Ornithology All About Birds Bird Guide, or (if you are unsuccessful in locating the bird of 
interest there), the Cornell Lab of Ornithology Neotropical Birds guide. If a bird on your 
migratory bird species list has a breeding season associated with it, if that bird does occur in your 
project area, there may be nests present at some point within the timeframe specified. If "Breeds 
elsewhere" is indicated, then the bird likely does not breed in your project area. 

What are the levels of concern for migratory birds? 
Migratory birds delivered through IPaC fall into the following distinct categories of concern: 

1. "BCC Rangewide" birds are Birds of Conservation Concern (BCC) that are of concern 
throughout their range anywhere within the USA (including Hawaii, the Pacific Islands, 
Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands); 
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2. "BCC - BCR" birds are BCCs that are of concern only in particular Bird Conservation 
Regions (BCRs) in the continental USA; and 

3. "Non-BCC - Vulnerable" birds are not BCC species in your project area, but appear on 
your list either because of the Eagle Act requirements (for eagles) or (for non-eagles) 
potential susceptibilities in offshore areas from certain types of development or activities 
(e.g. offshore energy development or longline fishing). 

Although it is important to try to avoid and minimize impacts to all birds, efforts should be made, 
in particular, to avoid and minimize impacts to the birds on this list, especially eagles and BCC 
species of rangewide concern. For more information on conservation measures you can 
implement to help avoid and minimize migratory bird impacts and requirements for eagles, 
please see the FAQs for these topics. 

Details about birds that are potentially affected by offshore projects 
For additional details about the relative occurrence and abundance of both individual bird species 
and groups of bird species within your project area off the Atlantic Coast, please visit the 
Northeast Ocean Data Portal. The Portal also offers data and information about other taxa besides 
birds that may be helpful to you in your project review. Alternately, you may download the bird 
model results files underlying the portal maps through the NOAA NCCOS Integrative Statistical 
Modeling and Predictive Mapping of Marine Bird Distributions and Abundance on the Atlantic 
Outer Continental Shelf project webpage. 

Bird tracking data can also provide additional details about occurrence and habitat use 
throughout the year, including migration. Models relying on survey data may not include this 
information. For additional information on marine bird tracking data, see the Diving Bird Study 
and the nanotag studies or contact Caleb Spiegel or Pam Loring. 

What if I have eagles on my list? 
If your project has the potential to disturb or kill eagles, you may need to obtain a permit to avoid 
violating the Eagle Act should such impacts occur. 

Proper Interpretation and Use of Your Migratory Bird Report 
The migratory bird list generated is not a list of all birds in your project area, only a subset of 
birds of priority concern. To learn more about how your list is generated, and see options for 
identifying what other birds may be in your project area, please see the FAQ "What does IPaC 
use to generate the migratory birds potentially occurring in my specified location". Please be 
aware this report provides the "probability of presence" of birds within the 10 km grid cell(s) that 
overlap your project; not your exact project footprint. On the graphs provided, please also look 
carefully at the survey effort (indicated by the black vertical bar) and for the existence of the "no 
data" indicator (a red horizontal bar). A high survey effort is the key component. If the survey 
effort is high, then the probability of presence score can be viewed as more dependable. In 
contrast, a low survey effort bar or no data bar means a lack of data and, therefore, a lack of 
certainty about presence of the species. This list is not perfect; it is simply a starting point for 
identifying what birds of concern have the potential to be in your project area, when they might 
be there, and if they might be breeding (which means nests might be present). The list helps you 
know what to look for to confirm presence, and helps guide you in knowing when to implement 
conservation measures to avoid or minimize potential impacts from your project activities, 
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https://www.fws.gov/birds/management/managed-species/bald-and-golden-eagle-information.php
http://www.northeastoceandata.org/data-explorer/?birds
https://coastalscience.noaa.gov/project/statistical-modeling-marine-bird-distributions/
https://coastalscience.noaa.gov/project/statistical-modeling-marine-bird-distributions/
https://coastalscience.noaa.gov/project/statistical-modeling-marine-bird-distributions/
http://www.boem.gov/AT-12-02/
http://www.boem.gov/AT-13-01/
mailto:Caleb_Spiegel@fws.gov
mailto:Pamela_Loring@fws.gov
https://www.fws.gov/birds/policies-and-regulations/permits/need-a-permit.php
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should presence be confirmed. To learn more about conservation measures, visit the FAQ "Tell 
me about conservation measures I can implement to avoid or minimize impacts to migratory 
birds" at the bottom of your migratory bird trust resources page. 
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 DNR RESPONSE TO COVID-19: For details on adjustments to DNR services, visit this webpage (https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/covid-19.html). 
For information on the state’s response, visit the Minnesota COVID response webpage (https://mn.gov/covid19/) . 

Search for...  

Home (/index.html) > Nature (/nr/index.html) > ETSC (/ets/index.html) > Rare Species Guide (/rsg/index.html) > 

Keyword Search (keyword_search.html) | A-Z Search (a-z_search.html) | Filtered Search (filter_search.html) 

Rare Species Guide: Filtered Search 

80 result(s) for Locations:Itasca; federal endangered; federal threatened; federal candidate; minnesota endangered; minnesota threatened; minnesota 
special concern; USFS; 

Common name Scientific name Group Federal 
status 

State 
status 

A Bristle-berry Rubus stipulatus (profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=PDROS1K7A0) 
vascular 
plant 

none endangered 

A Caddisfly Holocentropus milaca (profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=IITRI05220) insect none endangered 

A Species of Liverwort Trichocolea tomentella (profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=NBHEP3B010) moss none threatened 

Allegheny Vine Adlumia fungosa (profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=PDFUM02010) 
vascular 
plant 

none 
special 
concern 

American Shore 
Plantain 

Littorella americana (profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=PDPLN01010) 
vascular 
plant 

none 
special 
concern 

Autumn Fimbry Fimbristylis autumnalis (profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=PMCYP0B030) 
vascular 
plant 

none 
special 
concern 

Awlwort 
Subularia aquatica ssp. americana (profile.html? 
action=elementDetail&selectedElement=PDBRA2H012) 

vascular 
plant 

none threatened 

Bald Eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus (profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=ABNKC10010) bird none delisted 
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Barren Strawberry 
Waldsteinia fragarioides var. fragarioides (profile.html? 
action=elementDetail&selectedElement=PDROS1S012) 

vascular 
plant 

none 
special 
concern 

Big Brown Bat Eptesicus fuscus (profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=AMACC04010) mammal none 
special 
concern 

Black Sandshell Ligumia recta (profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=IMBIV26020) mussel none 
special 
concern 

Blanding's Turtle Emydoidea blandingii (profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=ARAAD04010) reptile none threatened 

Blunt-lobed Grapefern Botrychium oneidense (profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=PPOPH010C0) 
vascular 
plant 

none threatened 

Bog Adder's Mouth Malaxis paludosa (profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=PMORC1R070) 
vascular 
plant 

none endangered 

Bog Bluegrass Poa paludigena (profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=PMPOA4Z1W0) 
vascular 
plant 

none threatened 

Bog Rush 
Juncus stygius var. americanus (profile.html? 
action=elementDetail&selectedElement=PMJUN012N1) 

vascular 
plant 

none 
special 
concern 

Case's Ladies' Tresses 
vascular

Spiranthes casei var. casei (profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=PMORC2B041) 
plant 

none threatened 

Clustered Bur-reed Sparganium glomeratum (profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=PMSPA01070) 
vascular 
plant 

none delisted 

Creek Heelsplitter Lasmigona compressa (profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=IMBIV22020) mussel none 
special 
concern 

Cuckoo Flower Cardamine pratensis (profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=PDBRA0K0Z0) 
vascular 
plant 

none threatened 

Discoid Beggarticks Bidens discoidea (profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=PDAST180L0) 
vascular 
plant 

none 
special 
concern 

Eastern Hemlock Tsuga canadensis (profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=PGPIN06010) 
vascular 
plant 

none endangered 

Eastern candlewax 
lichen 

Ahtiana aurescens (profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=NLLEC6C010) lichen none 
special 
concern 

English Sundew Drosera anglica (profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=PDDRO02010) 
vascular 
plant 

none 
special 
concern 
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Few-flowered SpikerushEleocharis quinqueflora (profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=PMCYP091K0) 
vascular 
plant 

none 
special 
concern 

Fluted-shell Lasmigona costata (profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=IMBIV22030) mussel none threatened 

Forcipate Emerald Somatochlora forcipata (profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=IIODO32080) insect none 
special 
concern 

Four-toed Salamander Hemidactylium scutatum (profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=AAAAD08010) amphibian none 
special 
concern 

Goblin Fern Botrychium mormo (profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=PPOPH010N0) 
vascular 
plant 

none threatened 

Goldie's Fern Dryopteris goldiana (profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=PPDRY0A0F0) 
vascular 
plant 

none 
special 
concern 

Hidden-fruit 
Bladderwort 

Utricularia geminiscapa (profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=PDLNT02070) 
vascular 
plant 

none threatened 

Lapland Buttercup Ranunculus lapponicus (profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=PDRAN0L1G0) 
vascular 
plant 

none 
special 
concern 

Lavender Bladderwort Utricularia resupinata (profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=PDLNT020K0) 
vascular 
plant 

none threatened 

Least Darter Etheostoma microperca (profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=AFCQC02450) fish none 
special 
concern 

Least Moonwort Botrychium simplex (profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=PPOPH010E0) 
vascular 
plant 

none 
special 
concern 

Little Brown Myotis Myotis lucifugus (profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=AMACC01010) mammal none 
special 
concern 

Mingan Moonwort Botrychium minganense (profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=PPOPH010R0) 
vascular 
plant 

none 
special 
concern 

Montane Yellow-eyed 
Grass 

Xyris montana (profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=PMXYR010F0) 
vascular 
plant 

none 
special 
concern 

Narrow Triangle 
Moonwort 

Botrychium lanceolatum ssp. angustisegmentum (profile.html? 
action=elementDetail&selectedElement=PPOPH01071) 

vascular 
plant 

none threatened 

Necklace Sedge Carex ormostachya (profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=PMCYP039U0) 
vascular 
plant 

none 
special 
concern 

https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/rsg/filter_search.html?action=doFilterSearch&allspecies=Y&fedendangered=Y&fedthreatened=Y&fedcandidate=Y&stateendangered=Y&statethreatened=Y&statespecial_co… 3/7 
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Nelson's Sparrow Ammodramus nelsoni (profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=ABPBXA0070) bird none 
special 
concern 

Northern Bog Lemming Synaptomys borealis (profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=AMAFF17020) mammal none 
special 
concern 

Northern Brook 
Lamprey 

Ichthyomyzon fossor (profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=AFBAA01030) fish none 
special 
concern 

Northern Goshawk Accipiter gentilis (profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=ABNKC12060) bird none 
special 
concern 

Northern Long-eared 
Bat 

Myotis septentrionalis (profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=AMACC01150) mammal threatened 
special 
concern 

Northern Oak Fern 
Gymnocarpium robertianum (profile.html? 
action=elementDetail&selectedElement=PPDRY0D060) 

vascular 
plant 

none 
special 
concern 

Northern Sunfish Lepomis peltastes (profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=AFCQB11130) fish none 
special 
concern 

Oakes' Pondweed Potamogeton oakesianus (profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=PMPOT030Q0) 
vascular 
plant 

none endangered 

Olivaceous Spikerush 
Eleocharis flavescens var. olivacea (profile.html? 
action=elementDetail&selectedElement=PMCYP091A0) 

vascular 
plant 

none threatened 

Olive-colored Southern Najas guadalupensis ssp. olivacea (profile.html? 
Naiad action=elementDetail&selectedElement=PMNAJ01054) 

vascular 
plant 

none 
special 
concern 

Pale Moonwort Botrychium pallidum (profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=PPOPH01130) 
vascular 
plant 

none 
special 
concern 

Pale Sedge Carex pallescens (profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=PMCYP03A00) 
vascular 
plant 

none endangered 

Pale-footed Horsehair 
Lichen 

Bryoria fuscescens (profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=NLTEST5340) lichen none 
special 
concern 

Peppered moon lichen Sticta fuliginosa (profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=NLLEC4S020) lichen none 
special 
concern 

Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus (profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=ABNKD06070) bird none 
special 
concern 

Prairie Moonwort Botrychium campestre (profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=PPOPH010W0) 
vascular 
plant 

none 
special 
concern 

https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/rsg/filter_search.html?action=doFilterSearch&allspecies=Y&fedendangered=Y&fedthreatened=Y&fedcandidate=Y&stateendangered=Y&statethreatened=Y&statespecial_co… 4/7 
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Pugnose Shiner Notropis anogenus (profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=AFCJB28080) fish none threatened 

Purple Martin Progne subis (profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=ABPAU01010) bird none 
special 
concern 

Pygmy Snaketail Ophiogomphus howei (profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=IIODO12090) insect none 
special 
concern 

Ram's Head Orchid Cypripedium arietinum (profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=PMORC0Q020) 
vascular 
plant 

none threatened 

Red Beard Lichen Usnea rubicunda (profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=NLT0030840) lichen none 
special 
concern 

Red-shouldered Hawk Buteo lineatus (profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=ABNKC19030) bird none 
special 
concern 

Robbins' Spikerush Eleocharis robbinsii (profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=PMCYP091N0) 
vascular 
plant 

none threatened 

Sheathed Pondweed Stuckenia vaginata (profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=PMPOT03140) 
vascular 
plant 

none endangered 

Slender Naiad Najas gracillima (profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=PMNAJ01030) 
vascular 
plant 

none 
special 
concern 

Small Green Wood 
Orchid 

Platanthera clavellata (profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=PMORC1Y050) 
vascular 
plant 

none 
special 
concern 

Small White Waterlily Nymphaea leibergii (profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=PDNYM050J0) 
vascular 
plant 

none threatened 

Smooth Lungwort Lobaria quercizans (profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=NLLEC0G090) lichen none delisted 

Spiral Ditchgrass Ruppia cirrhosa (profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=PMRUP01020) 
vascular 
plant 

none 
special 
concern 

St. Lawrence GrapefernBotrychium rugulosum (profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=PPOPH010P0) 
vascular 
plant 

none 
special 
concern 

Three-stamened 
Waterwort 

Elatine triandra (profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=PDELT02090) 
vascular 
plant 

none 
special 
concern 

Torrey's Mannagrass Torreyochloa pallida (profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=PMPOA61030) 
vascular 
plant 

none 
special 
concern 

Trumpeter Swan Cygnus buccinator (profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=ABNJB02030) bird none 
special 
concern 

https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/rsg/filter_search.html?action=doFilterSearch&allspecies=Y&fedendangered=Y&fedthreatened=Y&fedcandidate=Y&stateendangered=Y&statethreatened=Y&statespecial_co… 5/7 

https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/rsg/profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=AFCJB28080
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/rsg/profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=ABPAU01010
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/rsg/profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=IIODO12090
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/rsg/profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=PMORC0Q020
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/rsg/profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=NLT0030840
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/rsg/profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=ABNKC19030
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/rsg/profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=PMCYP091N0
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/rsg/profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=PMPOT03140
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/rsg/profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=PMNAJ01030
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/rsg/profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=PMORC1Y050
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/rsg/profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=PDNYM050J0
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/rsg/profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=NLLEC0G090
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/rsg/profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=PMRUP01020
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/rsg/profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=PPOPH010P0
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/rsg/profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=PDELT02090
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/rsg/profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=PMPOA61030
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/rsg/profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=ABNJB02030
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/rsg/filter_search.html?action=doFilterSearch&allspecies=Y&fedendangered=Y&fedthreatened=Y&fedcandidate=Y&stateendangered=Y&statethreatened=Y&statespecial_co


  

 
 

 
 

 
  

  
 

 
  

    
 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

   

 

 

 
 

  

3/4/2021 Rare Species Guide - Filter Search | Minnesota DNR 

Tubercled Rein Orchid 
Platanthera flava var. herbiola (profile.html? 
action=elementDetail&selectedElement=PMORC1Y082) 

vascular 
plant 

none threatened 

Upswept Moonwort Botrychium ascendens (profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=PPOPH010S0) 
vascular 
plant 

none endangered 

Warmouth Lepomis gulosus (profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=AFCQB11040) fish none 
special 
concern 

Polemonium occidentale ssp. lacustre (profile.html?
Western Jacob's-ladder 

action=elementDetail&selectedElement=PDPLM0E0F4) 
vascular 
plant 

none endangered 

White Adder's Mouth 
Malaxis monophyllos var. brachypoda (profile.html? 
action=elementDetail&selectedElement=PMORC1R010) 

vascular 
plant 

none 
special 
concern 

Yellow Rail 
Coturnicops noveboracensis (profile.html? 
action=elementDetail&selectedElement=ABNME01010) 

bird none 
special 
concern 

Yellow specklebelly 
lichen 

Pseudocyphellaria holarctica (profile.html? 
action=elementDetail&selectedElement=NLLEC3B040) 

lichen none endangered 

Filter by group (select one or more)

 all groups  amphibian

 mammal  moss 

Filter by status (select one or more) 

bird  fish

 mussel  reptile

 fungus

 snail

 insect

 spider

 lichen

 vascular plant 

Federal
 federal endangered

 federal threatened

 federal candidate 

State
 state endangered

 state threatened

 state special concern

 state delisted 

Other
 CITES

 USFS Sensitive

 all statuses 

45
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/rsg/filter_search.html?action=doFilterSearch&allspecies=Y&fedendangered=Y&fedthreatened=Y&fedcandidate=Y&stateendangered=Y&statethreatened=Y&statespecial_co… 6/7 

https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/rsg/profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=PMORC1Y082
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/rsg/profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=PPOPH010S0
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/rsg/profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=AFCQB11040
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/rsg/profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=PDPLM0E0F4
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/rsg/profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=PMORC1R010
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/rsg/profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=ABNME01010
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/rsg/profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=NLLEC3B040
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/rsg/filter_search.html?action=doFilterSearch&allspecies=Y&fedendangered=Y&fedthreatened=Y&fedcandidate=Y&stateendangered=Y&statethreatened=Y&statespecial_co


 
 

 

 

 

    

  

    

            

  

 

 

  

      
      

   

 
 

  

3/4/2021 Rare Species Guide - Filter Search | Minnesota DNR 

Filter by location (optional) Filter by habitat (optional) 

Select counties Selected Areas: Select Habitat(s)Selected Habitats: 
Select ECS subsectionsItasca (31) 
Select watersheds 

go reset 

Sign up for email updates Questions? 
Email address SubscribeCall 651-296-6157 or 888-MINNDNR (646-6367) 

Email us: info.dnr@state.mn.us 

     
© 2021 Minnesota DNR | Equal opportunity employer | Data access | Disclaimers, legal notices and policies | A‑Z list 
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United States Department of the Interior 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
North Country National Scenic Trail 

318 E Main St Suite K 

PO Box 288 

Lowell, Michigan 49331 
IN REPLY REFER TO: 

10.1 (NOCO) 

Project Name: North Country National Scenic Trail, Tioga Beach 

February 10, 2021 

To: Andrew Horton 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

Twin Cities Ecological Services Field Office 

4101 American Boulevard East 

Bloomington, MN 55425 

Andrew_Horton@fws.gov 

From: Chris Loudenslager, Superintendent 

National Park Service, North Country National Scenic Trail 

318 E Main Street, Suite K 

Lowell, MI 49331 

616-970-7026 

Christopher_Loudenslager@nps.gov 

Subject: Project Review Request, North Country National Scenic Trail, Tioga Beach Section, 

Itasca County, MN 

Dear Mr. Horton, 

The National Park Service (NPS), North Country National Scenic Trail (NCT) is proposing approximately 

18-miles of new hiking trail in Itasca County, MN. The Tioga Beach section (the Proposed Project) would 

be connected on each end to the existing NCT, from an existing trail at Tioga Beach park to Chippewa 

National Forest at Highway 6. The proposed trail would be natural surface tread (i.e., no pavement, gravel, 

or concrete) with a prism approximately 4 feet wide and 8 feet high. It also proposes to: utilize existing 

parking lots, expand one (1) existing parking lot with gravel, create one (1) new parking lot with gravel in 

an existing grassy open area, construct primitive backcountry campsites, construct at least one (1) 

boardwalk over a known wetland area, and include wayfinding and interpretive signage. A map of the 

Proposed Project is enclosed. 

While six (6) potential locations for campsites have been identified, only two (2) or three (3) of these would 

be constructed depending on feasibility and landowner input. The campsites would contain space for a tent, 

a fire pit (if feasible and permissible), a bench, and a wilderness toilet (i.e., pit with a fiberglass riser/seat). 

The campsites would be located generally near a natural freshwater source (e.g., stream or pond). Each 

campsite would be approximately 100 square feet, although only the tent space and fire pit area would be 

cleared of vegetation. 

The Proposed Project would be designed to avoid or minimize impacts to natural and cultural resources to 

the extent possible. The Proposed Project would be coordinated and constructed in partnership with the 

North Country Trail Association (NCTA) and the NCTA’s volunteer Arrowhead Chapter. The NCTA and 

Arrowhead Chapter would conduct all trail construction activity in accordance with the NPS’ North 

Country Trail Handbook for Planning, Design, Construction, and Maintenance (2019). Construction would 

include the removal of brush and small saplings, but it would not involve the cutting of any standing trees 
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United States Department of the Interior 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
North Country National Scenic Trail 

318 E Main St Suite K 
PO Box 288 

Lowell, Michigan 49331 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 
10.1 (NOCO) 
Project name: North Country National Scenic Trail, Tioga Beach 

March 9, 2021 

To: Sarah Beimers 
Environmental Review Program Manager 
Minnesota State Historic Preservation Office 
50 Sherburne Ave, Ste#203 
Saint Paul, MN 55155  
sarah.beimers@state.mn.us 

From: Chris Loudenslager, Superintendent 
National Park Service, North Country National Scenic Trail 
318 E Main Street, Suite K 
Lowell, MI 49331 
616-970-7026 
Christopher_Loudenslager@nps.gov 

Subject: Initiation of Section 106 Consultation for the Tioga Beach Section of the North 
Country National Scenic Trail, Itasca County, MN 

Dear Ms. Beimers, 

The National Park Service (NPS) North Country National Scenic Trail (NCT) would 
like to initiate consultation under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation 
Act (NHPA) with your office for the proposed construction of a section of the NCT 
in Itasca County, MN (the Proposed Project). The NPS anticipates the Proposed 
Project would be constructed in a phased approach over the next three to five years. 
The NPS intends to take a phased approach to the Section 106 consultation process 
for the Proposed Project as park resources, schedules, and funding allow for the 
review of cultural resources for each contiguous phase of the Proposed Project. For 
the purposes of this letter, we are asking for concurrence on phase 1 of the Proposed 
Project. An additional consultation will follow when we are prepared to initiate 
phase 2. 

A map of the Proposed Project is enclosed. The Proposed Project would be 
approximately 18 miles in length with a corridor approximately four (4) feet wide 
and eight (8) feet high. It would be connected on each end to the existing NCT, from 
an existing trail at Tioga Beach Park on its east end to the existing NCT route at 
State Highway 6 on its west end. The trail tread would be natural surface (i.e., no 
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pavement, gravel, or concrete). The NPS is also proposing as part of the Proposed 
Project: the utilization of existing parking lots, the expansion of one (1) existing 
parking area into a trailhead, the creation of one (1) new trailhead/parking lot with 
gravel, interpretive and wayfinding signage, at least one (1) boardwalk, and up to 
four (4) backcountry campsites. The Proposed Project would be designed to avoid 
impacts to natural and cultural resources. The proposed section of trail would be 
constructed to the standards set forth in NPS’ North Country Trail Handbook for 
Planning, Design, Construction, and Maintenance (2019) in coordination with the 
North Country Trail Association (NCTA) and the NCTA’s volunteer Arrowhead 
Chapter. 

Post-construction, the Proposed Project would be open to recreational hiking (i.e., 
foot-traffic) and backcountry camping. When completed, the Proposed Project 
would replace approximately 12 miles of the NCT route that is currently roadwalk. 
By creating this trail connection, the NPS hopes to improve the scenic and 
recreational opportunities on the NCT and for the community. It would provide a 
route that offers the visitors varied terrain and exemplifies the scenery and hiking 
experience in Northeastern Minnesota. It would meet the overarching purpose of the 
National Scenic Trail system to provide a premier hiking trail and superlative 
outdoor recreation opportunities. 

Phase 1 of the Proposed Project would include the area from Tioga Beach to 
Northwoods Trail (a local road). In November of 2020, a contractor conducted a 
Phase I archaeological survey in accordance with the Secretary of Interior Standards 
and Guidelines for Archeology and Historic Preservation for this phase of the 
Proposed Project. The Area of Potential Effects (APE) for that survey encompassed 
a linear distance of approximately five (5) miles at a width of approximately 20 feet, 
as well as five (5) locations that are being considered for a boardwalk, 
trailhead/parking lot, or campsite. The intensive inventory did not identify any 
artifacts, archeological features, or cultural materials within the APE and resulted in 
no historic properties being identified. A copy of the survey report is enclosed for 
your review. The NPS intends to conduct another Phase I survey for the additional 
13 miles of proposed trail (i.e., phase 2), and we will send that archeological survey 
to your office for review and comment upon completion. 

In accordance with 36 CFR § 800.3(c), we take this opportunity to formally initiate 
the Section 106 consultation process with you for phase 1 of the Proposed Project. 
We request your concurrence with the finding of No Historic Properties Affected. 

For purposes of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), an Environmental 
Assessment (EA) and Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) was previously 
completed in 2004 for a broad NCT route in Northeastern Minnesota that is 
authorized in the North Country National Scenic Trail Route Adjustment Act (HR 
1216). The Proposed Project is encapsulated within the 2004 EA, but the NPS has 
identified it as requiring additional, site-specific review under NEPA. The NPS 
intends to prepare a tiered EA for the Proposed Project in accordance with NEPA. 
We are currently in the scoping phase, and we invite you to submit your written 
comments to the address on the letterhead and in the signature below. Please provide 
all comments within 30 days of receipt of this letter. Native American Tribes that 
have or may have cultural sites or traditional cultural places in the project area are 
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also being contacted during this scoping phase. 

Thank you in advance for your comments, and we look forward to hearing from you. 
If you or your staff have any questions, concerns, or need clarification, please 
contact: 

Luke Jordan 
Outdoor Recreation Planner (NPS) 
318 E Main Street, Ste #K, 
Lowell, MI 49331 
616-250-6714 
luke_jordan@nps.gov 

Sincerely, 

Chris Loudenslager 
Superintendent 
National Park Service, North Country National Scenic Trail 

Enclosures: 

Map of the Proposed Project 
Phase I Archeological Investigation Report (Commonwealth Heritage Group, 2020) 
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United States Department of the Interior 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
North Country National Scenic Trail 

318 E Main St Suite K 

PO Box 288 

Lowell, Michigan 49331 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

10.1 (NOCO) 

Project Name: North Country National Scenic Trail, Tioga Beach 

February 10, 2021 

To: Amy Burnette, Tribal Historic Preservation Officer 

Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe 
190 Sailstar Drive NE 

Cass Lake, MN 56633 

amy.burnette@llojibwe.net 

From: Chris Loudenslager, Superintendent 

National Park Service, North Country National Scenic Trail 

318 E Main Street, Suite K 

Lowell, MI 49331 

616-970-7026 

Christopher_Loudenslager@nps.gov 

Subject: Invitation to Consult, North Country National Scenic Trail, Tioga Beach Section, Itasca 

County, MN 

Dear Ms. Burnette, 

The National Park Service (NPS), North Country National Scenic Trail (NCT) would like to invite your 

office to consult under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) on the proposed 

construction of approximately 18-miles of new hiking trail in Itasca County, MN. The Tioga Beach section 

(the Proposed Project) would be connected on each end to the existing NCT, from an existing trail at Tioga 

Beach park to Chippewa National Forest at Highway 6. The proposed trail would be natural surface tread 

(i.e., no pavement, gravel, or concrete) with a prism approximately 4 feet wide and 8 feet high. It also 

proposes to: utilize existing parking lots, expand one (1) existing parking lot with gravel, create one (1) 

new parking lot with gravel in an existing grassy open area, construct primitive backcountry campsites, 

construct at least one (1) boardwalk over a known wetland area, and include wayfinding and interpretive 

signage. A map of the Proposed Project is enclosed. 

While six (6) potential locations for campsites have been identified, only two (2) or three (3) of these would 

be constructed depending on feasibility and landowner input. The campsites would contain space for a tent, 

a fire pit (if feasible and permissible), a bench, and a wilderness toilet (i.e., pit with a fiberglass riser/seat). 

The campsites would be located generally near a natural freshwater source (e.g., stream or pond). Each 

campsite would be approximately 100 square feet, although only the tent space and fire pit area would be 

cleared of vegetation. 

The Proposed Project would be designed to avoid or minimize impacts to natural and cultural resources to 

the extent possible. The Proposed Project would be coordinated and constructed in partnership with the 

North Country Trail Association (NCTA) and the NCTA’s volunteer Arrowhead Chapter. The NCTA and 
Arrowhead Chapter would conduct all trail construction activity in accordance with the NPS’ North 
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United States Department of the Interior 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
North Country National Scenic Trail 

318 E Main St Suite K 

PO Box 288 

Lowell, Michigan 49331 

February 9, 2021 

To: Lisa Joyal, Endangered Species Review Coordinator 

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 

500 Lafayette Road, Box 25 

St. Paul, MN 55155 

Review.NHIS@state.mn.us 

From: Stephanie Liguori, NEPA Specialist 

National Park Service, North Country National Scenic Trail 

318 E Main Street, Suite K 

Lowell, MI 49331 

616-302-2005 

stephanie_liguori@nps.gov 

Subject: Natural Heritage Data Request, North Country National Scenic Trail, Tioga Beach Section, 

Itasca County, MN 

Dear Ms. Joyal, 

This letter and enclosures serve as a Natural Heritage Data Request for the proposed construction 

of approximately 18-miles of new hiking trail in Itasca County, MN. The NPS intends to prepare 

a tiered Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Tioga Beach section (the Proposed Project) in 

accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). An EA and Finding of No 

Significant Impact (FONSI) was previously completed in 2004 for a broad NCT route in 

Northeastern Minnesota that is authorized in the North Country National Scenic Trail Route 

Adjustment Act (HR 1216). The Proposed Project is encapsulated within the 2004 EA, but the NPS 

has identified it as requiring additional, site-specific NEPA review. 

The Proposed Project would be connected on each end to the existing NCT, from an existing trail 

at Tioga Beach park to Chippewa National Forest at Highway 6. The proposed trail would be 

natural surface tread (i.e., no pavement, gravel, or concrete) with a prism approximately 4 feet 

wide and 8 feet high. It also proposes to: utilize existing parking lots, expand one (1) existing 

parking lot with gravel, create one (1) new parking lot with gravel in an existing grassy open area, 

construct primitive backcountry campsites, construct at least one (1) boardwalk over a known 

wetland area, and include wayfinding and interpretive signage. A map of the Proposed Project is 

enclosed. 

While six (6) potential locations for campsites have been identified, only two (2) or three (3) of 

these would be constructed depending on feasibility and landowner input. The campsites would 

contain space for a tent, a fire pit (if feasible and permissible), a bench, and a wilderness toilet (i.e., 

pit with a fiberglass riser/seat). The campsites would be located generally near a natural freshwater 
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source (e.g., stream or pond). Each campsite would be approximately 100 square feet, although 

only the tent space and fire pit area would be cleared of vegetation. 

The Proposed Project would be designed to avoid or minimize impacts to natural and cultural 

resources to the extent possible. The Proposed Project would be coordinated and constructed in 

partnership with the North Country Trail Association (NCTA) and the NCTA’s volunteer 

Arrowhead Chapter. The NCTA and Arrowhead Chapter would conduct all trail construction 

activity in accordance with the NPS’ North Country Trail Handbook for Planning, Design, 

Construction, and Maintenance (2019). Construction would include the removal of brush and 

small saplings, but it would not involve the cutting of any standing trees greater than 3 inches 

diameter at breast height. Existing vehicle cross-roads would be used during construction for 

access. 

Post-construction, the Proposed Project would be open to recreational hiking (i.e., foot-traffic) and 

backcountry camping. The trail and campsites would be maintained and monitored in partnership 

with the NCTA and the Arrowhead Chapter. When completed, the Proposed Project would replace 

approximately 12 miles of the NCT that is currently roadwalk. It would provide a route that offers 

the visitors varied terrain and exemplifies the scenery and hiking experience in Northeastern 

Minnesota. It would meet the overarching purpose of the National Scenic Trail system to provide 

a premier hiking trail and superlative outdoor recreation opportunities. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me at the phone number or email contained in the signature below. 

If sending correspondence via postal mail, please send it to my attention at the address contained 

in the signature below. 

Thank you for your data, comments, and cooperation. 

Sincerely, 

Stephanie Liguori 

NEPA Specialist 

National Park Service, North Country National Scenic Trail 

318 E Main Street, Suite K 

Lowell, MI 49331 

616-302-2005 

stephanie_liguori@nps.gov 

Enclosures: 

Proposed Project Map 

Natural Heritage Data Request Form 

Proposed Project GIS Shapefile 
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United States Department of the Interior 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
North Country National Scenic Trail 

318 E Main St Suite K 

PO Box 288 

Lowell, Michigan 49331 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

10.1 (NOCO) 

Project Name: North Country National Scenic Trail, Tioga Beach 

February 10, 2021 

To: Sara Thompson, Forest Recreation Specialist 

Itasca County, Park System 

1177 LaPrairie Ave 

Grand Rapids, MN 55744 

sara.thompson@co.itasca.mn.us 

From: Chris Loudenslager, Superintendent 

National Park Service, North Country National Scenic Trail 

318 E Main Street, Suite K 

Lowell, MI 49331 

616-970-7026 

Christopher_Loudenslager@nps.gov 

Subject: Invitation to Comment and Provide Input, North Country National Scenic Trail, Tioga 

Beach Section, Itasca County, MN 

Dear Ms. Thompson, 

The National Park Service (NPS), North Country National Scenic Trail (NCT) would like to obtain your 

input and comments concerning any specific cultural or environmental issues or concerns your agency may 

have on the proposed construction of approximately 18-miles of new hiking trail in Itasca County, MN. 

The Tioga Beach section (the Proposed Project) would be connected on each end to the existing NCT, from 

an existing trail at Tioga Beach park to Chippewa National Forest at Highway 6. The proposed trail would 

be natural surface tread (i.e., no pavement, gravel, or concrete) with a prism approximately 4 feet wide and 

8 feet high. It also proposes to: utilize existing parking lots, expand one (1) existing parking lot with gravel, 

create one (1) new parking lot with gravel in an existing grassy open area, construct primitive backcountry 

campsites, construct at least one (1) boardwalk over a known wetland area, and include wayfinding and 

interpretive signage. A map of the Proposed Project is enclosed. 

While six (6) potential locations for campsites have been identified, only two (2) or three (3) of these would 

be constructed depending on feasibility and landowner input. The campsites would contain space for a tent, 

a fire pit (if feasible and permissible), a bench, and a wilderness toilet (i.e., pit with a fiberglass riser/seat). 

The campsites would be located generally near a natural freshwater source (e.g., stream or pond). Each 

campsite would be approximately 100 square feet, although only the tent space and fire pit area would be 

cleared of vegetation. 

The Proposed Project would be designed to avoid or minimize impacts to natural and cultural resources to 

the extent possible. The Proposed Project would be coordinated and constructed in partnership with the 

North Country Trail Association (NCTA) and the NCTA’s volunteer Arrowhead Chapter. The NCTA and 
Arrowhead Chapter would conduct all trail construction activity in accordance with the NPS’ North 
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