Canyonlands National Park Overnight Backcountry and River Permit Fee Changes: Frequently Asked Questions

1) Why is Canyonlands National Park proposing to increase overnight backcountry and river permit fees?
A fee increase for backcountry and river permits is proposed to ensure backcountry resources and experiences are protected for those visiting today and in the future. Permit fees support staff who are available to address questions on backcountry and river activities by visitors in person, online, by email and telephone; support preventative search and rescue; monitor backcountry resource conditions; manage permit reservations to maximize availability of limited campsites and permits; and maintain campsites and trails.
The current overnight backcountry permit fee was last increased in 2011 for backpack permits and in 2004 for four-wheel-drive permits.  River permit fees were last increased in 2011, which included the addition of a $20 per person fee.  In 2020, the park transitioned backcountry and river permit reservations to Recreation.gov.  Recreation.gov charges a $6 processing fee for each reservation.  
	Permit 
	Current Fee
	Proposed Fee

	Overnight Backcountry Permit (backpacking and four-wheel-drive)
	$36 reservation fee (includes $6 Recreation.gov fee)
	$36 reservation fee + $5 per person per night 

	Overnight River Permit 
	$36 reservation fee (includes $6 Recreation.gov fee) +$20 per person
	$36 reservation fee + $25 per person



The $36 reservation fee and $25 per person river fees are non-refundable.  The backcountry permit per person per night fee is refundable if a permit has not been issued and is cancelled at least two days in advance of a permit start date.
2) If approved, when would these fees to go into effect?
Canyonlands is proposing that all fee changes go into effect no later than November 10, 2021, depending on public comments and operational requirements associated with implementing these changes.
