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Meeting Housekeeping

Open chat box to
Mute/unmute type a comment
yourself or question

l l
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Raise your hand
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Agenda

Welcome + Purpose of Meeting
Project Background

NEPA + Section 106 Process
Existing Conditions

Proposed Trails Plan

Ay S , b ; -
Hog Rock Trail (Photo credit: John Zuke)
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Purpose of Meeting

= Conduct public scoping and consulting parties meeting
= Present initial ideas for the Comprehensive Trail System Plan

= Encourage public feedback on the Plan and identify issues, concerns and ideas

March 10, 2021
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Public Scoping Meeting
-

Project Background

= A number of the park’s trails were designed as part
of the park’s original master plan and built by the
Civilian Conservation Corps and Works Progress
Administration crews in the 1930s and 1940s.

| B CUMING Fis

= NPS has maintained these trails for over 80 years
without a comprehensive plan to guide the design,
management, and overall cohesion with the park’s
evolving mission and goals.

. .

Blue Blazes Whiskey Still Trail trailhead

Chimney Rock/Wolf Rock Trail between Chimney Rock and Park Headquarters

March 10, 2021 8
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Purpose

The purpose of the proposed project is to provide
comprehensive guidance for enhancing Catoctin
Mountain Park’s trail system and visitor experience
throughout the park in a manner that is sympathetic
with the natural and cultural surroundings and balances
resource protection with intended trail uses and long-
term management. The proposed project is meant to
provide park managers with a framework by which
they can manage and maintain existing trails; close/
realign existing trails when needed; add new trails and
access points where appropriate; and, where feasible,
create trails that are universally accessible to meet
the Architectural Barriers Act Accessibility Standards
(ABAAS).

Accessible picnic site at Chestnut Picnic Area

March 10, 2021 10
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Need

The Plan is needed to address the following concerns
and on-going issues affecting the park’s trail system:

= QOver the years, trail segments were added
incrementally, without cohesive planning. The
resulting trail system has connection issues and is
difficult to maintain.

= Many trails have eroded and degraded due to
poor design and alignment, resulting in safety and
environmental concerns.

= Some features of interest (e.g., rock climbing) and
overnight facilities within the park are not connected
to the trail system, which forces visitors to drive to
trailneads or walk along roadways to access trails
from parking areas.

= The park does not provide adequate accessible trails
to points of interest.

Camp Greentop

March 10, 2021 11
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Need (continued)

The Plan is needed to address the following concerns
and on-going issues affecting the park’s trail system
(continued):

= Visitor use of the park’s trails and parking lots is not
evenly distributed throughout the park. A majority of
visitors utilize the parking lots in the east side of the
park, which lack connections to trails in the west side
of the park.

= Trail orientation signage and naming conventions
within the park are not standardized.

Visitor Center Parking Lot

= The park lacks formal connections to, and integration
with, local and regional trail systems.

= Some trail crossings of roadways, including Route 77,
are unsafe for pedestrians.

Cunningham Falls Trail crossing of Route 77
March 10, 2021 12
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NEPA + Section 106: A Coordinated Approach

WE ARE HERE

¥

Public

Initiate Public Document Affected Environment, Determine Prepare EA Review NEPA

NEPA Scoping Environmental Consequences, and Develop Mitigation for and Decision
Scoping Meeting Measures Public Review Comments Document
on EA

NEPA Process

- - - -
.
- - - =
- - — -
- —— =
- = =

Determination
Section 106 |denti Avoid or 106 Input of Effect/ Memorandum
Initiate Consulting Analyze entify Minimize Identify on Prepare of Agreement /

Section Parties Alternatives g Adverse Adverse Mitigation Public Memorandum Programmatic

106 Meeting EE Effects Review EA of Agreement Agreement
(if needed) (if needed)

Section 106 Process

Winter 2020 Winter 2021 Spring 2021 Summer 2021

National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969  Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966

= Established a national policy for protecting the = Established a process to protect resources listed on, or eligible for
environment and requires evaluation of alternative actions listing on, the National Register of Historic Places, and requires that

) . . . effects on historic resources are taken into consideration
» Goalis to ensure informed decision-making

- Can conclude with an Environmental Assessment (EA) = Goal is to minimize potential harm and damage to historic properties

and Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) or an , , L .
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) and Record of = Can conclude in one of the following: No Historic Properties Affected,

Decision (ROD) No Adverse Effect to Historic Properties, or Adverse Effect to Historic
Properties and an associated Memorandum of Agreement with
Consulting Parties

March 10, 2021 13
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What will the EA Address?

The proposed project could:

= Add new vehicle and pedestrian access points to the
park

= Open new areas of the park to the public
= Provide more connected and looped trail experiences
= Expand recreation opportunities

= |Improve vehicle and pedestrian circulation within the
park

= Modify trails that are listed on, or eligible for listing on,
the National Register of Historic Places

Section 106 Participants

» Maryland State Historic Preservation Office

= Tribal Historic Preservation Offices

Camp Misty Mount
March 10, 2021 14
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Catoctin Mountain Park Comprehensive Trail System Plan
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Existing Resources within the Park

=  Water features

= Wetlands

= Floodplains

= Seeps/springs

= Topography

= Rare plants

= Maryland Natural Heritage Areas

= Cultural landscapes

= National Register of Historic Places-listed historic districts

= Archeological resources

March 10, 2021 18
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Public Scoping Meeting

Existing Considerations + Constraints
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Proposed Trails Plan

The proposed trails plan includes the following elements:

= New hiking trails
= New accessible trails and amenities
» Realigned existing trails

[ —
\‘ , 4\
! ~

'

-

1
]

SOUTH
MOUNTAIN ¢

Public Scoping Meeting

= Improved road crossings
= New and improved existing parking areas
= Potential future external trail connections
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Public Scoping Meeting

Proposed Trails Plan
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Proposed Trails Plan

New Accessible Trails and Amenities
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Proposed Trails Plan

Realigned Existing Trails
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