
Vehicle Characteristics Work Group  
  
Vehicle Characteristics

1. All Vehicles should be registered, licensed, insured and comply with their state inspection 
regulations.  

2.  4wd vehicles are permitted 
i. 2wd vehicles are allowed after obtaining special use permit 
ii. Street-legal motorcycles  are allowed after obtaining special use permit 

3. 2 Axle Minimum & 3 Axle Maximum (requirement is for primary vehicle only and does not 
include axles on a towed trailer)  

4. Trailers are limited to no more than two axles  
5. ATV's are prohibited  
6. 30'  Max Vehicle Length  (requirement is for primary vehicle only and does not include 

length of a towed trailer ) 
7. U.S. D.O.T. Approved Tires Only  

Should Not Be in Requirements 

1. Max Vehicle Width 
2. Max GVW 
3. Ground Clearance 

Required Equipment  

1. Low Pressure Tire Gauge (5psi)  
2. Shovel 
3. Jack  (except for Street-legal motorcycles allowed after obtaining special use permit) 
4. Jack Support  (except for Street-legal motorcycles allowed after obtaining special use 

permit) 
5. Trash Bag or Container  
6. Flashlight after dusk and before dawn  
7. Copy of ORV Regulations 
8. Copy of current ORV map   

Recommended but not Required

1. Full Size Spare Tire  
2. First Aid Kit  
3. Fire Extinguisher 
4. Tow strap with loop ends, no hooks, with a rating capacity at or above the GVW of item 

being recovered or moved unless vehicle is equipped with an operable electric or hand-
held winch.  

Vehicle Operation:    

1. Sleeping/Camping language must be developed (37 CFR 2.10) 
2. Reporting motor vehicle accidents pursuant to 36 CFR 4.4 
3. Obstructing Traffic pursuant to 36 CFR 4.13 
4. Alcohol regulations (open container) pursuant to 36 CFR 4.14(a)    
5. Seat Belt regulations pursuant to 36 CFR 4.15 
6. Speed Limit Language to be determined 
7. Valid Drivers License 
8. Unsafe operation pursuant to 36 CFR 4.22  



9. Operating under the influence pursuant to 37 CFR 4.23  



§ 4.4   Report of motor vehicle accident. 

(a) The operator of a motor vehicle involved in an accident resulting in property damage, personal injury or death shall report 
the accident to the superintendent as soon as practicable, but within 24 hours of the accident. If the operator is physically 
incapable of reporting the accident, an occupant of the vehicle shall report the accident to the superintendent. 

(b) A person shall not tow or move a vehicle that has been involved in an accident without first notifying the superintendent 
unless the position of the vehicle constitutes a hazard or prior notification is not practicable, in which case notification shall be 
made before the vehicle is removed from the park area. 

(c) Failure to comply with a reporting requirement specified in paragraph (a) or (b) of this section is prohibited. 

(d) The notification requirements imposed by this section do not relieve the operator and occupants of a motor vehicle involved 
in an accident of the responsibility to satisfy reporting requirements imposed by State law. 

§ 4.13   Obstructing traffic. 

The following are prohibited: 

(a) Stopping or parking a vehicle upon a park road, except as authorized by the superintendent, or in the event of an accident 
or other condition beyond the control of the operator. 

(b) Operating a vehicle so slowly as to interfere with the normal flow of traffic. 

§ 4.14   Open container of alcoholic beverage. 

(a) Each person within a motor vehicle is responsible for complying with the provisions of this section that pertain to carrying 
an open container. The operator of a motor vehicle is the person responsible for complying with the provisions of this section 
that pertain to the storage of an open container. 

(b) Carrying or storing a bottle, can or other receptacle containing an alcoholic beverage that is open, or has been opened, or 
whose seal is broken or the contents of which have been partially removed, within a motor vehicle in a park area is prohibited. 

(c) This section does not apply to: 

(1) An open container stored in the trunk of a motor vehicle or, if a motor vehicle is not equipped with a trunk, to an open 
container stored in some other portion of the motor vehicle designed for the storage of luggage and not normally occupied by 
or readily accessible to the operator or passengers; or 

(2) An open container stored in the living quarters of a motor home or camper; or 

(3) Unless otherwise prohibited, an open container carried or stored in a motor vehicle parked at an authorized campsite 
where the motor vehicle's occupant(s) are camping. 

(d) For the purpose of paragraph (c)(1) of this section, a utility compartment or glove compartment is deemed to be readily 
accessible to the operator and passengers of a motor vehicle. 

§ 4.15   Safety belts. 

(a) Each operator and passenger occupying any seating position of a motor vehicle in a park area will have the safety belt or 
child restraint system properly fastened at all times when the vehicle is in motion. The safety belt and child restraint system will 
conform to applicable United States Department of Transportation standards. 



(b) This section does not apply to an occupant in a seat that was not originally equipped by the manufacturer with a safety belt 
nor does it apply to a person who can demonstrate that a medical condition prevents restraint by a safety belt or other 
occupant restraining device. 

[62 FR 61633, Nov. 19, 1997] 

§ 4.22   Unsafe operation. 

(a) The elements of this section constitute offenses that are less serious than reckless driving. The offense of reckless driving 
is defined by State law and violations are prosecuted pursuant to the provisions of section 4.2 of this chapter. 

(b) The following are prohibited: 

(1) Operating a motor vehicle without due care or at a speed greater than that which is reasonable and prudent considering 
wildlife, traffic, weather, road and light conditions and road character. 

(2) Operating a motor vehicle in a manner which unnecessarily causes its tires to squeal, skid or break free of the road 
surface. 

(3) Failing to maintain that degree of control of a motor vehicle necessary to avoid danger to persons, property or wildlife. 

(4) Operating a motor vehicle while allowing a person to ride: 

(i) On or within any vehicle, trailer or other mode of conveyance towed behind the motor vehicle unless specifically designed 
for carrying passengers while being towed; or 

(ii) On any exterior portion of the motor vehicle not designed or intended for the use of a passenger. This restriction does not 
apply to a person seated on the floor of a truck bed equipped with sides, unless prohibited by State law. 

§ 4.23   Operating under the influence of alcohol or drugs. 

(a) Operating or being in actual physical control of a motor vehicle is prohibited while: 

(1) Under the influence of alcohol, or a drug, or drugs, or any combination thereof, to a degree that renders the operator 
incapable of safe operation; or 

(2) The alcohol concentration in the operator's blood or breath is 0.08 grams or more of alcohol per 100 milliliters of blood or 
0.08 grams or more of alcohol per 210 liters of breath. Provided however, that if State law that applies to operating a motor 
vehicle while under the influence of alcohol establishes more restrictive limits of alcohol concentration in the operator's blood 
or breath, those limits supersede the limits specified in this paragraph. 

(b) The provisions of paragraph (a) of this section also apply to an operator who is or has been legally entitled to use alcohol 
or another drug. 

(c) Tests. (1) At the request or direction of an authorized person who has probable cause to believe that an operator of a motor 
vehicle within a park area has violated a provision of paragraph (a) of this section, the operator shall submit to one or more 
tests of the blood, breath, saliva or urine for the purpose of determining blood alcohol and drug content. 

(2) Refusal by an operator to submit to a test is prohibited and proof of refusal may be admissible in any related judicial 
proceeding. 

(3) Any test or tests for the presence of alcohol and drugs shall be determined by and administered at the direction of an 
authorized person. 



(4) Any test shall be conducted by using accepted scientific methods and equipment of proven accuracy and reliability 
operated by personnel certified in its use. 

(d) Presumptive levels. (1) The results of chemical or other quantitative tests are intended to supplement the elements of 
probable cause used as the basis for the arrest of an operator charged with a violation of paragraph (a)(1) of this section. If the 
alcohol concentration in the operator's blood or breath at the time of testing is less than alcohol concentrations specified in 
paragraph (a)(2) of this section, this fact does not give rise to any presumption that the operator is or is not under the influence 
of alcohol. 

(2) The provisions of paragraph (d)(1) of this section are not intended to limit the introduction of any other competent evidence 
bearing upon the question of whether the operator, at the time of the alleged violation, was under the influence of alcohol, or a 
drug, or drugs, or any combination thereof. 

[52 FR 10683, Apr. 2, 1987, as amended at 68 FR 46479, Aug. 6, 2003] 
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