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Pinehurst National Historic Landmark District
Integrity and Condition Study
Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Significance of the Pinehurst NHL Historic District?
The Pinehurst NHL District is significant for its extraordinary role in the development of the sport of golf and resort communities and for its association with golfer and golf course designer Donald Ross.  As a historic district, the Pinehurst NHL derives its national significance not from one building or style but a collection of buildings, structures, and landscape features. Designed by the prominent landscape architecture firm of Olmsted, Olmstead, and Eliot., the village encompasses “a designed network of curvilinear roads embracing the village green in a lush evergreen landscape…on which late-Victorian, Colonial Revival, and Bungalow-style hotels, cottages, stores and churches were built, golf courses were laid out,” and a multitude of other recreational venues. 

Why does the NPS monitor the condition of National Historic Landmarks?

A cornerstone of the National Historic Landmarks Program is monitoring the condition of landmarks to identify those that exhibit damage or face threats to the integrity of their resources.  This information enables NPS, stewards, policy makers, and the public to take action to preserve these most significant exemplars of our heritage for future generations.


What is the current condition of the Pinehurst NHLD? ​​
NPS is undertaking this integrity and condition study to gather information about the health of the district. NPS staff have not assessed the Pinehurst NHL District for several years and the current condition is unknown. NPS Staff will consider the recommendations of the report along with public input before issuing an assessment of the NHL District’s integrity and condition.

Where can information about the study be found?

https://parkplanning.nps.gov/pinehurst.

What is the National Historic Landmarks Program?

The National Historic Landmarks Program, established in 1935, is administered by the National Park Service on behalf of the Secretary of the Interior. The agency works with preservation officials, private property owners, and other partners interested in nominating properties for National Historic Landmark designation. Completed nominations are reviewed by the National Park System Advisory Board, which makes recommendations for designation to the Secretary of the Interior. If selected, property ownership remains the same, but each site receives a designation letter, and is eligible for technical preservation advice. 

The National Historic Landmarks Program is one of more than a dozen programs administered by the National Park Service that provide states and local communities technical assistance, recognition, and funding to help preserve our nation's shared history and create close-to-home recreation opportunities.
What is the difference between the National Register of Historic Places listing and designation as a National Historic Landmark? 
The National Park Service oversees two Federal designation programs, the National Register of Historic Places and the National Historic Landmarks Program.
There are more than 90,000 properties listed in the National Register, which is the official list of the nation’s historic properties deemed worthy of preservation.  These properties tell stories that are important to a local community, the residents of a specific state, or to all Americans.  Properties must possess good historic integrity.  As with NHLs, listing a property on the National Register of Historic Places does not change its ownership.  Properties are owned by private individuals, universities, non-profit organizations, corporations, tribal entities, local and state governments, or, in some cases, the Federal government.  The National Park Service maintains the National Register of Historic Places in conjunction with State Historic Preservation Officers, Tribal Historic Preservation Officers, and Federal Preservation Officers.
The over 2,500 properties designated as National Historic Landmarks tell stories that are of importance to the history of the entire nation, not just local communities or states.  These properties possess a high, not simply good, level of historic integrity.
All properties designated as NHLs are automatically listed in the National Register of Historic Places, if not previously listed.
What are the benefits of National Historic Landmark designation?
Designation of NHLs helps recognize, preserve, and protect important locations in American history.  Designating a property as an NHL may provide it with additional protections from development and may also make the property eligible for preservation grants and technical preservation assistance.  Most NHLs are privately-owned and are governed by local preservation laws. For more information about benefits please see the National Historic Landmark Programs benefits page: https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nationalhistoriclandmarks/benefits.htm

Does National Historic Landmark Designation restrict property owners wishing to make changes to their property?

Designation of non-federal properties as a National Historic Landmark or listing in the National Register does not prohibit under Federal law or regulations any actions which may otherwise be taken by the property owner with respect to the property. The National Park Service may recommend to owners various preservation actions but owners are not obligated to carry out these recommendations. Property owners are free to make whatever changes they wish if Federal funding, licensing, or permits are not involved. 
Owners should keep in mind that state laws or local ordinances may apply to properties wishing to make changes; however, these actions are not required of the National Historic Landmarks program for review and approval under federal regulations.

